AWERB Minutes November 2024 meeting

The University of Edinburgh
Animal Welfare and Ethical Review Body
Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986

Meeting of_AWERB on Thursday 14" November 2pm MS teams

1. Apologies for absence noted and October minutes approved:
e Matters Arising: discussion on the use of growth curves which is being piloted at
another establishment in relation to welfare indicators, noted that this may be of
interest.

*kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk

3. (a) To consider and advise the Establishment licence holder (PEL) on new Project
licence Applications

PL35-24 (renewal) Committee will approve subject to applicant addressing the
following points:

e Applicant has extensive experience and has published widely in
the field, no concerns raised about experience.

e Protocols are well structured (3 in total), the breeding and
maintenance protocol follows the standard home office format.

e Protocols are very well written with just some minor points to
consider. Not completely clear how long animals will remain on
protocol 2 (this is mainly breeding).

e Consider whether some steps from protocol 2 can be
incorporated into protocol 3.

PL36-24 (new) Committee will approve subject to applicant addressing the

following points:

o _ of tissues in NTS is a little vague but this may
be due to sensitivities of the subject matter.

e Flow chart perhaps this could be made a little clearer.

o GAA animals : clarify whether the applicant needs GAA animals
as this has currently not been documented on the current PPL.

(b) Amendments — for consideration by full committee:
A70-24 Committee approves this amendment

Applications submitted and considered by the amendment Sub-Committee

Approved:
A63-24, A67-24, A68-24

Updates to the AWERB:

2. - Director report
. mAudit will commence on 3 December, this will involve a range of-staff and
will be based at the_. The audit team will also meet specific named people.
¢ Communications: new document being prepared in relation to the ARRIVE guidelines,
further guidance will be issued in relation to publications involving rodents
. -wiII organise the- meeting in the spring of 2026
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5. -Deputy director (facilities) update to the committee
e noreport

6. NVS update to the committee: 5SC 18s submitted this month, one involves a retrospective
investigation into in July, unsure why this was not reported at the time. A

further SC18 in relation to further,
potentially some issues wit guidance.
7. NACWO update to the committee : The NACWO discussed the auto-watering system

which was of interest to the committee. This has replaced a number of manual tasks
including the use of manually filling bottles which has really revolutionised the system.

8. NTCO update to the committee
68 attendees completed the recent PIL course.

9. HOLC update to the committee

Noted that the culture of care day had went well on the 315t October with excellent feedback
from attendees, plans for another event for 2025. Continuing challenges at the home office
leading to some delays.

10. FDeputy Director (Vets/home office)- AWERB report
o report

12. A.0.C.B

Date of next meeting: 17 December 10am |G ciding





