AWERB Minutes June 25th and 31 July 2024

The University of Edinburgh
Animal Welfare and Ethical Review Body
Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986

Meeting of Edinburgh AWERB on Tuesday 25t June Seminar 4 and 31st July 2024

1. Apologies for absence and minutes: 8 committee members sent apologies. Minutes of
last meeting approved.

2. Matters Arising: [
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3. (a) To consider and advise the Establishment licence holder (PEL) on new Project
licence Applications

PL37-23 Committee noted this re-submission still requires some work. Agreed to
discuss outstanding comments with NVS and arrange final approval via sub-
committee.

PL15-24 This application can now be approved subject to dealing with some minor
points

- Still some concerns over the weight loss limits but not a major concern.

- Some minor wording changes needed in places (in relation to GA animals) but not
a major point, easily resolved.

- Scientific justification section has been greatly improved.

PL17-24 This application can be approved subject to addressing the points in the
review, sub-committee for final approval.

- Some concerns over appropriate controls for surgical procedures. Permitted in previous PPL
but the rationale seems poor and there is very little justification for this.

- Additional controls should be included more appropriate to the scientific rationale.

- Optional steps: a number of optional steps some quite invasive in one protocol, unclear what
animal will experience, need clarification. Noted that the animal experience section has been
well prepared.

PPLs considered at Emergency meeting

(b) Amendments — for consideration by full committee:

A38-24 amendment:
- Clarify why do juvenile rats need to be used for this newly funded PET biomarker study?
Could some more justification/explanation be included in the amendment form?
- Page 104: grammatical error - 'animals will remain will be closely monitored'
- What will be assessed hourly in the first 8 hours? Clarification here is needed.
- Noted a very important refinement to monitoring but they have not clearly justified the
monitoring frequency, this needs revision.
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- Some monitoring post isoprotenol injection needs consideration for example weight loss
which will not occur in the short term, some aspects of monitoring need to be reviewed.

Applications submitted and considered by the amendment Sub-Committee

Approved:
A24-24, A30-24

Updates to the AWERB:

5. BVS Deputy director (facilities) update to the committee
a) some issues with temperature, waiting on new chillers, under control.
b) Recruitment: a number of vacancies currently with some posts already filled, recruiting
internally for a facility manager at
c) Technician week: a number of events planned by techs for researchers to experience to
allow them to see the work of a tech.
d) Working with [JJJj in a partnership program.

7. NVS update to the committee

a) SC18s: 2 SC18 submitted following a || G <<

b)

Action point: Email to be drafted and circulated from the Chair of AWERB to PPL holders of animals in
the facility explaining that it is a serious issue for the establishment.

8. NACWO update to the committee

- Audit went well, inspector focused on room checks from floor to ceiling for fabric
issues, also considered cage density and cage cards.

- Inspector spoke to technicians performing tamoxifen gavages , pleased to see the
use of plastic dosing needles

- Inspector asked about single use needles, confirmed this is the case and pleased
with this approach.

- Spoke with technicians about procedural work and tick@lab, very happy with
responses.

- Noted some instruments with rust which has been added as an action point to
address

- Noted issues with humidity in some rooms, also added as an action point.

9 NTCO update to the committee
a) PIL courses been very busy 58 attendees in June.

10. HOLC update to the committee/Roslin AWERB report
a) NACWO training workshop
b) Letter to* submitted from AWERB hub and sent to ASC.
c) Audit went well and generally good feedback received.

11. Roslin AWERB report:

a) Facilities audit went very well at || Il 2 minor point about equipment added to the
action points.

b) PPL is almost ready for submission to home office.

c) Animal research data officer filled.

d) Named Vet position interviews to be held W/C 2nd July.

e) Considering the use of the 3Rs dashboard on tick@lab to encourage sharing of animals.
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12. Discussion on AWERB visibility: no major objections to adding details to front facing website,
consider names against members and then possibly the production of posters for display in facilities
with photographs of AWERB members

Action: Request AWERB members opinion via email, add as an agenda point to a future meeting
meeting

13.A.0.C.B

Date of next meeting: August 27t via Teams.





