AWERB Minutes May 2024 meeting

The University of Edinburgh
Animal Welfare and Ethical Review Body
Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986

Meeting of [ lJAWERB on Tuesday 28" May MS teams

1. Apologies for absence and minutes: 6 committee members sent apologies. Minutes of
last meeting approved.

2. No matters Arising

3. Presentation from PPL applicant PL13-24: the presentation expanded on the scientific
background of the project, gave more details on the proposed model and proposed changes to the
PPL based on feedback previously provided by the AWERB committee.
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4. (a) To consider and advise the Establishment licence holder (PEL) on new Project
licence Applications

PL14-24 The committee will approve this application subject to the applicant
addressing corrections:
- NTS section is too technical
- In protocol 6, are further refinements possible to reduce chances of animal suffering?
- Experimental design section: applicant could make clear their training and experience
here

PL15-24. This application requires corrections and can then be reassessed by
subcommittee
- Protocols require sense-checking throughout
- NTS is overly simplistic at times
- Refinements section needs more detail
Scientific justification section should be stronger

(b) Amendments — for consideration by full committee:
Re-submission: A11-24

- Rebuttal received by committee however the points given in the rebuttal document
need to be added to PPL amendment itself. A meeting with the HOLC and NVS
suggested to discuss this further. The amendment can then be reconsidered by
sub-committee.

Applications submitted and considered by the amendment Sub-Committee

Approved:
A24-24, A30-24

Updates to the AWERB:

5. BVS Deputy director (facilities) update to the committee
a) Testing of the auto-watering system in our newest facility has begun.
b) Facility manager has moved into new facility leaving vacancy at previous facility, this is
being advertised.
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c) Culture of care day being organised at BVS technicians and researchers. 315t October,
hoping for 50 people with an equal mixture of these two groups. To include pet therapy
and careful stories workshop.

d) RecentBVS Roadshow - talk from technician ||| s very well received

1. NVS update to the committee

a) Significant condition 18s: flatfish having low body condition, with
Investigations continue and lessons to be learnt around communication

b) NSG colony issues have generally settled but one C18 related to_
adverse effects, perhaps due to an altered microbiome making them more sensitive to
these issues. Investigation continues.

¢) 5 mice exceeded protocol severity limits, the mouse line involved will no longer be bred.

d) Other condition 18s were individual cases which have all been dealt with

e) Two potential non-compliances this month.
i) In the first animals that had been on experiment were returned to breeding. This was
swiftly noted by animal technicians and the breeding pairs were taken down.

i) The second relates

reduce the chances of this happening again.

Action point: Email to be drafted from the Chair of AWERB to PPL holders of animals in the facility

NACWO update to the committee

emporary and mobile chillers are currently in place.
ullding In close proximity to the unit continues. Dust and vibration monitors are in
place and limits haven’t been exceeded.

9 NTCO update to the committee
a) March PIL course had 57 attendees, just 2 outstanding to complete handling.
b) New Licensing and Training Administrator is taking on the administration of the June
course, with 36 people so far enrolled.
c) We are aligning training systems across all species and units. Making sure all species are
listed in tick@lab so we can migrate training records there in the future.

10. HOLC update to the committee/Roslin AWERB report
a) Roslin AWERB has been extremely busy with PPLs and amendments with 6
amendments submitted last month. All of these presented to the committee as they
involve large animals
b) 450 people attended the recent BVS roadshow, with some excellent presentations,
particularly the message from a technician aroundm
¢) NACWO training workshop to be delivered this week, to include training on AWERB

review.

12. A.O.CB

a) AWERB Chair recently met with scientist fromF discuss our systems around recording of
procedures and animals, and about our policy around openness. Edinburgh does very well and we
should recognise that.

b) Goodbye to one of our NVSs who is moving on to pastures new, many thanks for all their hard
work, they will be missed!
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Date of next mesting: June 25° 10an





