AWERB Minutes March 2024 meeting

The University of Edinburgh
Animal Welfare and Ethical Review Body
Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986

Meeting of Il AVVERB on Tuesday 26" March MS teams

1. Apologies for absence and minutes approved subject to slight rewording of one
paragraph.

2. Matters Arising
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3. (a) To consider and advise the Establishment licence holder (PEL) on new Project

licence Applications

PL08-24 The application in general well written and clear and committee happy to
approve this application subject to applicant addressing the committee’s concerns
e Additional justification for work with single sex needed, the use of
confounding variables as a reason would not be acceptable.
* I infection protocol needs a little more detail

PL09-24 A very well written application. The committee approves this licence subject
to applicant addressing comments raised
e Point of clarification in plan of work and
* Weight loss limits in humane endpoints need further consideration to fit the
severity of the protocol.

PL10-24 (PPL transfer) Committee happy to grant this PPL transfer

No concerns raised by reviewers except that the licence does not adhere to current
weight loss limits and severities due to having been granted a while ago. This
discrepancy can be addressed through our internal monitoring processes (ERFs) and
possible future amendments

PL11-24 Committee requires some changes and further justifications for this large
licence, and would like to discuss the licence again at a future AWERB once the licence
has been revised to address the points below.

The committee acknowledges that there are time pressures on the licence renewal,
so the application can be reconsidered by subcommittee rather than full AWERB if the
are removed and other points
below are addressed. (the removed protocols could be reintroduced by amendment but
would require considerable justification)
e Project plan is very detailed and well written, however scientific justification in
protocols and refinement sections are lacking in detail.
e NTS needs to define some technical terms. Refinement section needs to be
considered more carefully.
e Breeding of new genetic lines — more detail required on types of genetic
alterations and possible adverse effects
e Live imaging and il model- requires clarification on how they will
be/have been developed

— requires a great deal more justification
as the current protocol this could be seen as very severe

- requires more clarity on how that will be controlled, level of
weight change that's acceptable



AWERB Minutes March 2024 meeting

(b) Amendments — for consideration by full committee:
A11-24 — will need further work before committee can approve.

* Modulation of gene expression — routes of administration list would require
justification

e concerns raised about severity of the chronic version of the | N
model, which is likely to be severe.

* |nterms of adverse effects — the two interventions have separate adverse
effects listed, however there’s no mention of combined adverse effects from
the two interventions.

e Clinical scoring system would be a good improvement to amendment.

Applications submitted and considered by the amendment Sub-Committee

Approved:
A04-24, A08-24, A12-24

Updates to the AWERB:

4. BVS director update to the committee — no report
5. BVS Deputy director update to the committee — no report
6. NVS update to the committee

e Several C18s this months, most individual animals with no patterns to suggest additional
training needs or areas of concern raised.

e One C18 related to a protocol. Minimal clinical signs expected, but some issues within a
group of animals. The researchers have worked with the NVS to investigate the cause.
Monitoring of animals will be increased.

e C18in a N model - With NVS input they decided to perform the procedure under
terminal anaesthesia.

* I issues —. Plan agreed with NVS to allow animals to enter the ] initially into an
easier setup (water bottles with longer spouts in all levels). Adaptions to design can be made
for larger animals to allow easier movement between levels.

7. NACWO update to the committee
e Recent concern about the management of breeding colonies. NACWOs are working with
3Rs/CoC committee to train researchers and provide them with the appropriate guidance to
prevent excessive breeding within colonies.

8. NTCO update to the committee

e 59 people on recent PIL courses. Still in discussions with the university over how to host e-
learning courses as the current systems are not adequate.

e Training requirements in zebrafish facilities — looking to develop mandatory training for all
users in the facilities

e Attended training and accreditation stakeholder group meeting with HO. The licencing team
has produced a document outlining training requirements and exemptions, plus modular
training requirements for researchers working on POLE sites. Document is still under review
with the group but will be hopefully published this year.

9. HOLC update to the committee
e Recent HOLTIF meeting held jointly with ASRU. Licence turnaround times discussed.
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e Last week had our first AWERB HUB meeting with representatives from AWERBs around
I\ C3Rs presented about the new regional programme. Discussed letter from il
I 2nd regulatory reforms including change of PPL length from 5 to 3 years. This would
double the workload of the AWERB and cause a great deal of stress for researchers.

10. BVS Deputy Director (Vets/home office) Roslin AWERB report.

e Discussed additional conditions for | 'icence, justification is now going to
be required on a case by case basis. Other conditions is licence holder will have to prepare
an annual report for HO on why replacements were not suitable

I o' suitable for the age of the
animal. The PILh will undergo refresher training and we await the Home Office response.

e Dates for this year’s annual refresher in May. Invitations to be sent out soon: Monday 13"
May 11:30, or Wednesday 22" May 2pm.

11. Non-regulated work update on studies

B s @ method of producing positive welfare in rats. A group is trying to refine the protocol to
increase the proportion of rats to benefit.
¢ Regulatory advice request with HO to ensure this paradigm was considered non regulated —
this has been confirmed. Any unexpected weight loss must be reported to HO.
¢ In a current study elsewhere in the UK the 90% weight restriction animals are actually gaining
weight.

12. Retrospective Review: — well written, included outcomes and reflected on refinements. This
review has been approved by the committee.

13.A.0.C.B

Amendment update A75-23- -The committee has received a revised amendment and will approve
this. AWERB has asked for an update from the PPL holder six months after the granting of this
amendment about the evaluation of analgesia to include the decision made about analgesia going
forward and evidence/justification for that decision.

3Rs day — Focus on Replacement on 16" April. Fantastic program, please do promote this
within your groups and centres.

Date of next meeting: May 15t 2pm MS teams





