




AWERB Minutes March 2024 meeting 
 

• Last week had our first AWERB HUB meeting with representatives from AWERBs around 

NC3Rs presented about the new regional programme. Discussed letter from  

 and regulatory reforms including change of PPL length from 5 to 3 years. This would 

double the workload of the AWERB and cause a great deal of stress for researchers.  

 

 

10.  BVS Deputy Director (Vets/home office) Roslin AWERB report.  

• Discussed additional conditions for  licence, justification is now going to 

be required on a case by case basis.  Other conditions is licence holder will have to prepare 

an annual report for HO on why replacements were not suitable 

•  not suitable for the age of the 

animal. The PILh will undergo refresher training and we await the Home Office response.  

• Dates for this year’s annual refresher in May. Invitations to be sent out soon:  Monday 13th 

May 11:30, or Wednesday 22nd May 2pm.   

 

 

11. Non-regulated work update on studies  

 

 as a method of producing positive welfare in rats. A group is trying to refine the protocol to 

increase the proportion of rats to benefit.  

• Regulatory advice request with HO to ensure this paradigm was considered non regulated – 

this has been confirmed. Any unexpected weight loss must be reported to HO. 

• In a current study elsewhere in the UK the 90% weight restriction animals are actually gaining 

weight.  

 

 

12. Retrospective Review: – well written, included outcomes and reflected on refinements. This 

review has been approved by the committee.  

 

 

 

13. A.O.C.B 

 

Amendment update A75-23- -The committee has received a revised amendment and will approve 

this.  AWERB has asked for an update from the PPL holder six months after the granting of this 

amendment about the evaluation of analgesia to include the decision made about analgesia going 

forward and evidence/justification for that decision. 

 

 

3Rs day – Focus on Replacement on 16th April. Fantastic program, please do promote this 

within your groups and centres.   

 

 

Date of next meeting: May 1st 2pm MS teams  




