


AWERB Minutes February 2024 meeting 
 
 

 

6.            BVS Director update to the committee – no update given this Month 

 

7. BVS Deputy director update to the committee  arriving imminently 

 

 

8.            NVS update to the committee  

• Two Condition 18s this month  

• Significant concerns raised by different groups of  in 

one facility. Seems to be specific lines, PMs have been performed, waiting on 

bacterial results. 

• Labelling/Identification: issue noted where some ZF had not been labelled 

appropriately. No harms to the animals but this was noted as a concern.  

9. NACWO update to the committee  

• , often with the reason given being ‘unusable 

genotypes’ remains an issue in facilities. Such requests are undeniably a source of 

. This issue should be highlighted in the Roadshow – also the 

3Rs and Culture of Care committee have this as an item on their agenda 

 

 

10 NTCO update to the committee nothing to update 

 

11.  HOLC update to the committee.  

• There has been a government announcement that they will be publishing plan to 

reduce use of animals in science. They intend to review the duration of project 

licences with a view to make them shorter.   

 

12.  BVS Deputy Director (Vets/home office)/RI AWERB report  

• A group has been approved to perform surgeries at night  

 Previous issues with communication noted which have since 

improved. More recently,  concerns have been raised about whether working in this 

manner raises our compliance risk, and is appropriate in culture of care terms. 

Health and Safety have approved the work and a risk assessment is in place. 

 

Discussion: The committee discussed the situation. It was felt this needs more consideration, 

and will require more justification based on the wider nationwide discussions around culture of 

care. Suggestions were made to move surgeries towards the morning so they finish when 

technicians are arriving? Avoiding surgeries at the weekend was also suggested 

 

 

 

13. Retrospective Review: tabled for March meeting 

 

14. : for information to the committee (observational study) 

Observational study only: approved.  

 

15. A.O.C.B 

 

Lay member Conversation with Head of Communications and Engagement for UAR: 

• UAR conference is 2nd-3rd May. We will be running a workshop there around our public 

engagement activities. Also in May annual survey to signatories of the Concordat 

• In June #Miceinresearch campaign, and AGM is on last Thursday in June. 

• In July there will be a press release with Home Office statistics on top 10 institua]tions using 

animals in research 

• Instagram takeovers: UAR are keen to find case studies that are interesting visually, 

highlighting role of lab technicians or animal welfare . 

• Leadership in openness. Director has organised a virtual tour of a facility online.  

 

Date of next meeting: March 26th 10am via Teams  




