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Part |

1. Race, Settler Colonialism and The Question of
Palestine

The Balfour Declaration, produced and signed in 1917 by Arthur James Balfour, inaugurated a
century long racial project of imperialism and settler colonialism inside of Palestine. As such, it

has come to be recognised as a constitutive moment of seltlaratism and racenaking in the

region. As scholars of Palestine and Israel have insisted, we might understand this legacy of
racemaking beginning not with what is said but what is absented, which operates at the level of
bothform andcontent At the lesel of form, there is a scant official documentation regarding the

precise origins of the declaration. While there are many competing theories behind its production
and rationale, Sahar Hunei di has ar gheed t hat
negotiations | eading up to the Balfour Decl ar
was asked for further details around its process, by leading members of the Middle East
Departmentof Britan 6 s Co |l o ni al9230Baffouradmig(dl @21 Abad memor yc
expressed regret that Sir Mark Sykes had died
(cited in Huneidi, 1998, 33). Given the meticulous and obsessive nature of record keeping under
theBritish empire, the dearth of record around the production and process of the declaration

seems a remarkable omission. The casualness upon which the fate of a people and the
dispossession of a nation are signed off in a ssetyerword memorandum indeedveals how

i ttl e Pal adsfuturermatiered th Brissh empise aral Zionist leaders alike. As put in

the clearest of racial terms by Edward Said h
popul ation that is essentially disposable. o (

With respect to contentsa number of historians of Palestine Studies have astutelystugor

the most rudimentary denial of Palestinian personhood does not begin with the inception of the

Israeli state but in the signing of this-salled promise. As Sherene Seikaly (2016) has ibehr

Palestinian political rights became possible through the signing of the declaration, which came to
define Palestinians fiby who they were not, o w
Anati onal ghhotnse 0a swiaihi reitahn@at egory6j n2@Pabepstir
of noteworthy interest thain an earlier draft of this declaration, Balfour goes as far as to declare

2Parts of this section appear in Vadasaria, Shaira. 2072
Raci s m i nJoiralotPalestine Studigapril, 1i 23. doi:10.1080/0377919X.2025.2488782.



Jewish people a Jewish ratk was not uncommon for the language of race to feature in

colonial doctrine. By this time, ¥&entury racial science had already come to solidify

taxonomies of racial difference. Ideas about race at this moment were not predicated on biology
alone but on assumptions about cultural and religious diffeiiemt¢ech came to determine the

calculus upon which political rights and in particular, rights to sovereignty could be declared and
the capacity for &édmoder n phonkng ansl mdal diseotrser mi n e d
becomes evidenced further inpesse to more institutional efforts by Arab delegations to
reverse the decl ar at i o(n.partBulaitheMiddietEasDepartmenCo |l o n i
setup in 1921 under the new appointment of colonial secregaryVinston Churchi)lthought

of Palestinians in such derogatory ways that they outright rejected the first Arab delegation to
discuss the Balfour Declaration, which was set to take place at the Cairo Conference in March

1921.

In a memorandum published by Sir John Evelyn Shuckburgh, one of the heads of the Middle

East Departmengny reconsideration of the Balfour Declaration is dismissed outright, declaring

it already achose jugéeAs Sahar Hunedi insists, this critical period during the years leading up

to the inception of British Mandate might have allowed for the reversibility of the declaration

had it not been further entrenched by the Middle East Department. In unambigactsdlyed

terms, Shuckburgh responds to thetArad el egati on as those that wer
withévery slow of underB8wiahldi ngdermandam®raendoa
Huneidi, 1998). Not unlike the treatment of Palestinians under the US empire today, this racially
infantilising but quintessential imperial discourse highlights just how little intellectual capacity

the British saw in Palestinians at the time to determine sovereign control of their own

nation. This formative iteration of raethinking became the legal blueprwitwhat would later

become the partition plan and settler colonial structure of Israel today, demarcated under UN
resolution 181. Indeed, 1917 marks a moment whereby the aspirations of delassationin

Palestine is recogsed as a viable, lucrative and desired outcome for the British empire and
Europeds internal o6éother6, the Ashkenazim, de
Palestinian society (Muslim, Christian and Jewish alikg)s juridical framework of erasure

(Erakat 2019) predicated on ideas about racial difference consequently set in motion a settler
colonial process for the partitioning of a land based upon these moral; andiatligious

categories, which took fuller effect thirty years later through the proposed partition plan of the

UN Resolution 181. It is noteworthizat this resolution was rejected by Palestinian leadership at

the time and only partially accepted by Zionist leadership who sought further parts of the land,

which they took by military force resulting;iwhat is often referred to in Palestinian lexicon as
theNakba( icat astropheo): t hi®48p56loPalessngan villageswére c h i n
destroyed, 11 urban neighbourhoods were emptied, and 122 Palestinian localities were expelled

3The earlier draft of the Balfour Decl aration is <cited
Hertzo6s Contributions. o London: E. Gol dst on, 1944. Ret
of Edinburgh.



at gun point. In total, approximately 750 000 Palestinians were forced to leave their homes and
villages through methods of mas s-laughode200@d,nd f or c
Abdo and Masalha 2018). 1917 initiates the beginning of a new radel iorPalestine,

predicated first and fore on the attempted erasure of Palestinian personhood, their recognition of

the land rights and rights to selétermination as an Indigenous society. In short, we might read

this moment as a key moment in the rbfbamation of settler colonialism in Palestine that sets

up a century long imperiaettler colonial project in the region, which has caused immeasurable

death and destruction.

In what follows, we present a set of research materials on Balfour and his racial and imperial
legacy, collected from the University of Edinburgh Library, Archive and Manuscript Collections;
the National Library of Scotland; National Records of ScotleBalfour in Palestine: Pictures

and Videos; Contemporary UoE community mobilisation events; and a reconstruction of the
Divestment Movement.



2. UoE and the Question of Palestine: Underpinning
Archival Research

2a) University of Edinburgh Library, Archive and Manuscript Collections

Allenby, Edmund

Balfour, Arthur James

Geddes, Patrick

History of the UoE

Newspapers

Universities of the British Empire
University Court, Senate and Accounts

2b) National Library of Scotland

Selection on Arthur James Balfour and Edinburgh Imperial University during his
Chancellorship

2c¢) National Records of Scotland
Arthur James Balfour, Zionism, Palestifhdiddle East
Arthur James Balfour and Eugenics
Arthur James Balfour and Scottish Colonisation Scheme
Arthur James Balfour and Scottish Universities

2d) Balfour in Palestine: Pictures and Videos

Arthur James Balfour in Palestine, 1925 (Library of the Congress, selection)
Arthur James Balfour in Palestine, 1925 (videos)

2e) A Palestinian Address to Balfour: In honour of truth, memory, and jlisbce&Salman
Abu Sittads Address to Balfour at the Univer
Mandatei November 2022

2f) Bal four 6s Balfour Reparation® 022048 st ur e s :



2a.UoE Library, Archive and Manuscript Collections*

Allenby, Edmund

Letter declining to stand as University Rector. Identifi&oll-1158
Programme for the Rectorial Address of Lord Allenby, 19362/281/20

Programme for the Rectorial Address of Lord Allenby, 1836A CA2/212/3

R R R R L AL AR Y s

He went to France in 1914, and there
continued his glorious record; 1915 saw
him in command of the 5th Army Corps.

In June 1917 he received notification
that he had been selected to take over the
Egyptian Command. His name, transcribed
by the natives as Alla Nebi, or ‘“ Prophet of
God,” was not a little applicable. This
proved to be a turning-point of the war
and beginning of that campaign which
brought about the ultimate fall of the Otto-
man rule in Palestine. :

His entry into Jerusalem has become
legendary. He took the Holy City, not as
an arrogant conqueror but as one respecting
the place which was the Cradle of Judaism
and Christianity, and a shrine of Islam.

Rectorial Elections and Correspondence, Vol | (Field Marshall Allenby, Stanley Baldwin, Earl
Beatty, Winston Churchill, Lord Cunningham, Alexander Fleming), 18d®4. |dentifierEUA
IN1/ADS/SEC/A/7/197

Phot
VISCOUNT ALLENBY, G.CB, G.CMG, LLD.

4We would like to thank Daryl Green (Associate Director, Heritage Collections, Centre for Research Collections),
Rachel Hosker (University Archivist and Research Collections Manager), and all the staff at CRC for the incredible
support to the archival reseech. We would also like to thank the School of Social and Political Science and the
College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences for their constant support to the research.


https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/resources/454
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/3931
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/3593
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/211801
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/211801
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The Student, Edinburgh University Magazig&IA IN20/PUB
Vol XXXII, no. 2, Oct 1935, (Rectorial appointment)
Vol XXXIl, no. 10, May 1936 (Rectorial address)

Wintersgill, Donald,The Rectors of the University of Edinburgh 128®0(Edinburgh:
Dunedin Academic Press, 2005)

Balfour, Arthur James

ous portrait taken down at the beginning of 2024.
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The Balfour collection included an anonym



https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/55667

Balfour, Arthur James, 1st Earl of Balfour, 188830 (politician and statesman).
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/agents/people/289

Border Leicester Ewe, 1871930s. CoH1434/1739.
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival objects/25665

Letter to James Cossar Ewart from Frederick Sydney Parry, 29 June 189D4/G&I28.
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival objects/19296

Letter to Arthur James Balfour from Professor Alexander Crum Brown, 04 July 1904. Coll
14/9/9/70 https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival objects/19571

Letters from Arthur Balfour, 1906907. Coli11/E1.
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival objects/201699

Letter to Sir Donald Francis Tovey from Arthur James Balfour, 02 May 190%. Coll
411/1/1/L711.
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival objects/22169

Letter to James Cossar Ewart from Arthur James Balfour, 12 June 1912. |debtifier:
14/9/18/42 https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival objects/20118

Letter to Sir Donald Francis Tovey from Arthur James Balfour, 20 February 1918. Coll
411/1/1/L712.https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22170

Letter to James Cossar Ewart from Arthur James Balfour, 1st Earl of Balfour, 02 January 1920.
Identifier: Coll-14/9/26/1.
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival objects/20327

Letter to Sir Donald Francis Tovey from Arthur James Balfour, 12 January 1927. Coll
411/1/1/L713https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival objects/22171

Letter to Sir Donald Francis Tovey from Arthur James Balfour, 14 January 1927. Coll
411/1/1/L714 https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival objects/22172

Letter to Sir Donald Francis Tovey from A. Balfour, 26 October 1927 -41dlf1/1/L716.
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival objects/22174

Letter to Sir Donald Francis Tovey from Arthur James Balfour, 16 February 1929. Coll
411/1/1/L715https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22173
Letter to Sir Donald Francis Tovey from Betty Balfour, 01 April 1930.-@all/1/1/L723.
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22181



https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/agents/people/289
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/25665
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/19296
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/19571
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/201699
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22169
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/20118
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22170
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/20327
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22171
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22172
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22174
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22173
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22181

Letter to Sir Donald Francis Tovey from Betty Balfour, 14 June 1931-424U1/1/L724.
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival objects/22182

Letter to Sir Donald Francis Tovey from Arthur James Balfour, 02 February 1935. Coll
411/1/1/L717 https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival objects/22175

The Student, Edinburgh University Magazig&JA IN20/PUB. Vol XIX, no. 7, 1 March 1923
(War memorial)

3 THE STUDENT

University War Memorial
Unveiling by the Earl of Balfour

% THE Old Quadrangle,” it has
been written, “is the hub

gy :;dacai((l:mlnic 'I:ff in both its a procession was formed from the
grave ghter moments.  Senate Hall to the Memorial, which
On its steps and terraces, in ‘it was led by the warden with Lio oop.
alcoves and adjoining classrooms, Then followed the Architec 2\-
successive  generations of students Robert Lorimer, AR.A RS:\
have met in friendly intercourse and the Sculptor, Mr C. Pilkington
and in more formal study. It is the Jackson ; the Dean of the Faculty
traditional 'placc for those mimic of Divinity, Professor the Rev. Dr
battles whncl} accompany the tri- W. P. Paterson, and the Chaplain
ennial rectorial clections and the of the Officers’ Training Corps, the
Starting point of torchlight proces- Rev. Dr Harry Miller; the Dean of
sions through the streets of the city. the Order of the Thistle, the Rev. Dr
It is the centre, the palladium, of Wallace Williamson, and Bishop
undergraduate activities." Walpole ; Lord Blackburn and the

When the New Quadrangle was Moderator of the United Free Church

147

friends and relatives of the fallen
had gathered, when at three o'clock

UNIVERS| Ty WAR MEMORIAL
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“They turned with e tion from these gates of learning to those of the grave in order tha
ey turned without fear or ques!

1 sl continue to learn freedom.”
free men migh

The Student, Edinburgh University Magazig®JA IN20/PUB. April 1930 (editor obituary for
Bal four, celebrating the fAPalestinian Not e)


https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22182
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22175
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/55667
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/55667
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History of UoE

Logan TurnerHistory of the University of Edinburghi8831933 (Edinburgh, 1933)
University of Edinburgh Journal. EUA.P.5.

Geddes, Patrick

Official UoE pagehttps://www.ed.ac.uk/about/people/plagues/geddes

Patrick Geddes Collectiofoll-1167.

The Cities and Town Planning Exhibitions, 1831917.Coll-1167/A

Patrick Geddes in India, 1861%24.Coll-1167/G

Patrick Geddes in Palestine (including planning of Hebrew University and colonies)19230
Coll-1167/H

1C


https://www.ed.ac.uk/about/people/plaques/geddes
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/resources/85270
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/169459
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/189493
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/189494

Patrick Geddes in the Middle East (including skull measurements), ci 18¥10.Coll-1167/1

Geddes Related Material, 187990.Coll-1167/K
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https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/189495
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/189497

Newspapers (Arthur James Balfour, Patrick Geddes, Edmund Allenby, UoE and empire,
racial thinking)

The Scotsmanl 8911936
Manchester Guardiari8911936

I R BALFOUR ON)  JERUSALEM UNIVERSITY: EDINBURGH ARCHITECTS APPOINTED

The cotsman (1860-1620); Jul 25, 1912; ProfQuest Historical Newspapers: The Scolsn  py. 0 ¢ 1yt comn (1921-1950); Apr 16, 1925; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Scotsman
.7
INTERNATIONAL EUGENIC "
conGREss NS JERUSALEM UNIVERSITY
MR BALFOUR OF HEREDITY-AND
- FITNESS, P |EDINBURGH ARCHITECTS

= = - = * APPOINTED.
A._\l. :naug}n-gl - banguet was held at the Hotel
Cef_ll 18|stt‘mght-. in(‘mnnectiun with. the frst Tnter-
hach is bei i | . .
Londen this week, Major L‘;oncard‘s Dbf:f,,hﬁf;: Edinburgh’ yesterday stating that Prof. Patrick
:‘F';tl m{;upivd the gr_; and thero was an influen- Jeddes and Mr ITrank C. Mears have heen
18l gainering, nul ring nearly 500 guests, in- . . . hitec
cluding M 4.0, Baliogr, the Bishop of Biresing. ippointed cp];su]t!pg suptfmtntenfdir;t tl}l]rc 1;t:3_bts fa;
ham, the Norwegian-and Groek Ministers, the Lorq 1€ Dolfour-Einstein Institute of Mathematics an

1 i *
ﬁ“";“i I‘;d{v;h?“rm-ﬁ‘:i])“?igi Marl- Physics and for the Wolffsohn building to houso
rough, Lor interton, Aber. f . - . <. e
conway, Sir William Ramsay, Mr Ales Tewsedis, M6 Jowish. National Library. .Both buildings

;:;{1; large number of British and forcign dele- jorm part of the new Universily of Jerusalem.

A TELEGRSM from Jerusalem was recéived in

IN JERUSALEM: ARAB "MOURNI}
LORD BALFOUR LEAVES FOR PALESTINE: THE ARAB THREAT | [ fencee o (o e, e oneerser

The Manchester Guardian (1901-1959); Mar 16, 1925; :

ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Guardian and The Observer

“LORD BALFOUR IV
LORD BALFOUR LEAVES JERUSALER.
FOR PALESTINE.

ARAB “MOURNING " IN
PROTEST.

JERUS:LEM, WEDNESDAY.
Lord Balfour arrived here to-day,

TIHE ARAB THREAT.

The Earl of Balfour left Vietoria
Station, London, yesterday morning for
Jerusalem, where he will open the new
Jewish University on April 1. 1le de-
clined to make any statement on the
reported Arab threat to ‘“*strike”
when he arrived in Palestine. ‘1t is

s early in the morning,” he added,
smiline

Universities of the British Empire

having motored from Ludd to Govern-
ment House, where he is the guest of
Sir Herbert Samuel.

In the old city in the mixed districts
the Jewish shops remained closed, shile
in the Jewish quarter shops were hali-
closed. ~ Some Arabs are wearing
black ribbons. The headquarters of
the Arab Committee is draped in
mourning. Everything is quiet.

Arabs,  hoth ~ Mohammedan and
Christian, closed their shops and ceased
work as a protest against the Balfour
declaration.—Reuter,

r

The Empire Review. London. Official Report of the Allied Colonial Universities. vol VI, 1904.
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https://discovered.ed.ac.uk/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma9923853759802466&context=L&vid=44UOE_INST:44UOE_VU2&lang=en&search_scope=UoE&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=Everything&query=any,contains,scotsman&offset=0
https://discovered.ed.ac.uk/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma9923850368702466&context=L&vid=44UOE_INST:44UOE_VU2&lang=en&search_scope=UoE&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=Everything&query=any,contains,Manchester%20guardian&offset=0

OFFICIAL REPORT

OF THR

ALLIED COLONIAL UNIVERSITIES DINNER.
I e e i e

On the evening of July 10, the Allied < B N,
took place at the Hotel Ogcl] The Pmamum and
guests included, in addition to the university delegates, many Mﬂ;
colleges, and men prominent in educational and scientific work. The
more important of the learned societies sent their Ppresidents, and. the
different departments of State their chief permanent officials, ‘Every pro-
fession was represented, and among the eompmymhhopl.)udgu,
eminent physicians and surgeons, leading lawyers, Royal Academicians,
men in the front rank of literature and journalism, as well as several
members of both Houses of Parliament, and many graduates and under-
graduates of Colonial universities. In all over 400 guests were present.
The thanks of the Committee are due to those great-minded men whose
generosity made possible so unique an Imperial gathering.

:

THE PRIME MINISTERS SPEECH.
After the customary loyal toasts had bmdnlyhmmd,ﬁn Chairman
rose to propose the toast of the evening,  The Universities of the King's

My LorDS m'Gmunn, - ' e
We h if T may venture to say s, a gathering remarkable in
indiﬁ;nﬂm;n:iby'of ﬂ{e members who compose it. But I tlnnk.we are
brought us together. ~ It is not merely, or simply, or chiefly ‘fﬁ‘ :&:
in this room representatives of scholarship, of science, ‘:alf o0

sphmotaeﬁviﬁyjn'whﬁ@y@w: :l;lgqu “.u“
wemmr’ppmﬁqgm'mmm believe, a gre oo

B e ey i e

Universities Bureau of the British Empire., and Universities Bureau of the British Empire.
ifiSecond Congress of the ..UnRemarsti tofesProdcdedi reg
Bell and Sons, 1921

Universities Bureau of the British Empire, AT
1926: Report of Proceedingso London: G. Bell

Universities Bureau of the British Empire, nF
1931: Report of Proceedings.o London: Pub. fo
G. Bell and Sons, 1931

Universities Bureau of the British Empire, AF
the Empire, 1931: Report of Proceedings. o0 Lon
British Empire by G. Bell and Sons, 1936

13



University Court and Senate

UoE, Minutes of the University Court, 188935.EUA IN1/GOV/CRT/MIN

UoE, Senatus Academicus, 188935.EUA IN1/GOV/SEN

14


https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/17096
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/17075

2b. National Library of Scotland

15


https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/resources/85261

Selection on Arthur James Balfour and Edinburgh Imperial University during his
Chancellorship

Balfour, Arthur Jame<Correspondence and papers concerning the National Demonstration in
Scotland, in honour of Arthur James Balfoficc.6033/13

Balfour, Arthur Jamed.etter to William Blackwood., 18881S.30051, folios 23&@37

Balfour, Arthur JamesManuscript Notes on Envelopes for Gifford Lectures, 1G4 a s ;g o w
University of Glasgow, 1914. Print. Gifford Lectures; 1914.

Balfour, Arthur James and John Buchan. 31 letters of John Buchan to Lord Beaverbrook.
Acc.7006(with letter, 1918, of A J Balfour to Beaverbrook, concerning Buchan, former imperial
administrator in South Africa, then imperial governor of Canada and Chancellor at the University
of Edinburgh in 1936).

16


https://manuscripts.nls.uk/repositories/2/resources/9238
https://manuscripts.nls.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/32252
https://manuscripts.nls.uk/repositories/2/resources/10177

Munro, James, and University of Edinburgmpire, Democracy and ti¢niversity Inaugural
Address to the Class of Colonial and Indian Histd§October 1912Edinburgh London:
Oliver & Boyd, 1912. Print.

2c. National Records of Scotland

17



Arthur James Balfour, Zionism, Palestine, Middle East (selection)

Bound volume of copy letters made by Lady Betty Balfour, interspersed with some originals
(1925).Balfouria. GD433/2/373

Bound volume of copy letters made by Lady Betty Balfour, interspersed with some originals
(1917). GD433/2/360.

Correspondence on Zionism; mandate for Palestine and question of frontiers @P2)9
GD433/2/5/2769.

6DL3 )2/ 166
T . AR

o ‘&..":_.» voob &
AR, W atd oy
\“J S ;
/2 & ,La_;_w% L n,.,ﬂl.. Aan
Ru s LLg Qi Rt (m? A U-G/["‘zﬁ

aﬂm B0 ualost (e /LMM..? abw-- @i ol

Letter from Lloyd George to Kerr commenting on and asking Kerr to see the Foreign Secretary.
GD40/17/1164.

Middle East(19171929). GD40/17/41. GD40/17/38. GD40/17/39. GD40/17/40. GD40/17/41.
GDA433/2/2.

Miscellaneous letters to A J Balfour. With some copy reli€201925). Jerusalem.
GD433/2/25.

Miscellaneous letters mainly to A J Balfour on Zioni§i8191929). GD433/2/9.

18



Papers relating to proposal to assist Zionist policy in Palestine by a loan negotiated through the
League of Nations or otherwise (1928). GD433/2/5830

e m—

BUCURESTI NOVEMBER 3-RD 1927

Mav it pLease Your Lorostip,

On the occarion of the loth annfverrary of the memorable
Dedlaration which bears your illurtriows and fmmortal neme,
we are most happy lo be able to exprey,to,you, on behalf
of and i the name of the Roumanian Zionirt Organization
and in that of all, Jewish Communitior and Poblic Jnrhilutions in
thir country, and in the name of the thourandr whose ,rxgqatu;nr
afpo,ar below, our gratitude and confident hope of the realiration
of the National Home. ”

Jn spite of temporary obtacleswe firmly believe that
our hope will be realired. Although.in view of the freshnes,
of the task and of the complicated circumstances, er;l ritamn
may have been for the firt decade, somewhat tardy in gran-
ting promired faciliticsr we are ffrmly convinced that fhe ,
example of devolion shown, by,the “Jewr in the construction

of the National Home, will induce the Mandator o e T
Powgg[ tg[ mnc}e/r tl};c second decade a memorable feh Ao

ot realiration, p ) ot
B Persuaded of thir, we beg Your Lordship ar the vod Bty Gh
proved _champion of an opresed pepple. o accept our (Fie Col70
respectful tribute and the expresion of the deeperst 2 )
gratitude which we bear you.

ON BEHALF OF THE
ROUMANIAN ZIONIST. ORGANIZATION,
A A Devriharie Z
THE RiGHT HON.
ORD MES BALFOUR,
e

t—.‘m‘n.h e l r

Photograph of AJB with many others in Palestine (including visit to the colonies and Balfouria).
GD433/2/475.
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Presscuttings and photographs of A J Balfour on his visit to Palestine where he opened the new
Hebrew University in Jerusalem. GD433/2/222/1.

18

THE TIMES, MONDAY, APRIL 20, 1925,

.THE DAMASCUS RIOTING: LORD BALFOUR'S HOTEL ATTACKED.”:’

]

AN
S8 RN

| 3 ! i g ] B A {0 S 3
E ity buildiog at Damascus, showing the scene | and attempted to force a way along bath banks of the" k
A SOUASE e e o e e e DR | T o S Bt e (o ) g g bk e bt g, b

Arthur James Balfour and Eugenics

Miscellaneous letters to A J Balfour. With some copy replies. GD433/2/25.
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Arthur James Balfour and Scottish Colonisation

Emigration files. Colonisation Scheme established under the auspices of Lord Balfour (1885).
AF51.

Arthur James Balfour and Scottish Universities (selection)

Bound volume of copy letters made bgdy Betty Balfour, interspersed with some originals
(University of Edinburgh). GD433/2/333.

Letters (19231929). GD433/2/293.

Letters and papers of A J Balfour (1892). GD433/2/68.
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Letters from government departments, MPs and members of the House of Lords to A J Balfour
(19191928). GD433/2/24.

Letters to A J Balfour (University of Edinburgh, 181893). GD433/2/35.

Miscellaneous correspondence addressed to A J Bdlflmiversity of Edinburgh, 1881893).
GD433/2/34/1.

Photocopies of papemainly concerning the establishment of the Carnegie Trust for the
Universities of Scotland. GD1/1217/1.

2d. Pictures and Videos
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Arthur James Balfour in Palestine, 1925 (Library of the Congress, selection)

Balfour at Jewish colonies hRC-M32- 13876

Balfour at Jewish colonies hC-M32- 13880

Balfour at Jewish colonies tC-M32- 13878

Balfour at Jewish colonies HC-M32- 13883

Balfour visit a.LC-M32- 52445

Balfour visit b.LC-M32- 5245%x.

Copy of front page of Arab newspaper on Lord Balfour's arrbv@iM32- 52446x.

Hebrew University and Lord Balfour's visit. Arab protest; shops cldsedv32- B-435

Hebrew University and Lord Balfour's visit. Arab protest; black flags displdyeevi32- B-
436
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https://www.loc.gov/item/2019695045/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019695049/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019695047/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019695052/
https://www.loc.gov/resource/matpc.10354/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019701577/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019701580/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019697070/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019696987/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019696987/

Hebrew University and Lord Balfour's visit. Laying foundation stone of Hebrew Univel§ity.
M31- B-427.

Hebrew University and Lord Balfour's visit. Lord Balfour declariigversity open.LC-M32-
52457x.

Hebrew University and Lord Balfour's visit. Lord Allenby, Lord Balfour and Sir Herbert Samuel.
LC-M32- B-430

Hebrew University and Lord Balfour's visit. Opening of the Hebrew Univeils@yM32- B-
431

Lord Balfour in Jerusaleni.C-M36- 890

A Special Edition in English issued on the o
of thevisil to Palesting of LORD BALFQ!
the statesman with whase s associated theD
2. whieh to the Arabs hiq;h'im,ll‘ wath kne!! of &
all the hopes they cherished “when the viel rious 5
British Armies entered lhelrv&)unlr)' in [918
# !

Arthur James Balfour in Palestine, 1925 (videos)

Earl Balfour leaves for Jerusalem (1925, Reuters, British Pathé)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XI14vy6NgEGQ
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https://www.loc.gov/item/2019691435/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019691435/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019701577/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019701577/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019696983/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019696984/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019696984/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019698829/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XI4vy6NgEGQ

Earl Balfour Jerusalem (1925, British Pathéps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UJ@PYik

Earl Balfour attends ceremonies in Jerusalem (1925, Reuters, British Pathé)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWqgcoijbj6k

3. Community Events

3a. A Palestinian Address to Balfour: In honour of truth, memory, and justice
iDr Sal man Abu Sittads Address to Balfo
on the Centenary ofBritish Mandate i November 2022
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UJGI-IaPYik
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWqcoijbj6k

Salman Abu Sitta is the founder and president oPthlestine Land Societjzondon,

dedicated to the documentation of Palestinebo
on Palestine including the-106Bp®&nEngmi BAt laag
editions, the fAAtl as of t handaRieldsonrte Jour neyo
Palestinian refugees, the Right of Return, and the history of al Nakba and human rights. He is
credited with extensive documentation and ma
year s. Hi s widely acclanmedemembbesiMappli nfie
his long struggle as a refugee to return home.

Full Recording Published by the Council for British Research in the Levant and -Cross
Published by Palestine Land Sociditps://youtu.be/YRVMHNTeb58

The followingspeectwas given o8 November 2022 at the University of Edinburgh. The
event was corganised by RACE.EDa crossUniversitynetwork concerned with race,
racialisation and decolonial studies at the University of Edinburgh and the Kenyon Institute,
CBRLI Jerusalem. It wasponsored by Identities: Global Studies in Culture and Power,
Institute of Advanced Studies in the Humanities (IASH), Centre for Research Gollecti
(CRC), History, Sociology, Politics and International Relations Middle East Research Group
(PIR-MERG), and Islamic and Middle East Studies (IMES).

3b.Bal f our 6 Balfauf Reparationsf2@232043

On14December 2023, Dr. Farah Saleh, Palestinian artist in postdoctoral residencelASHoE
and Lecturer in Global Majority PerBatourmance a
Reparations (2042 0 4,3 )Jecture performance in collaboration with Dr. Nicola Perugini to
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http://www.plands.org/en/home
https://youtu.be/YRVMHNTeb58
https://mondoweiss.net/2022/11/a-palestinian-address-to-balfour-in-honor-of-truth-memory-and-justice/
https://www.iash.ed.ac.uk/event/dr-farah-saleh-balfour-reparations-2023-2043
https://www.iash.ed.ac.uk/event/dr-farah-saleh-balfour-reparations-2023-2043

refl ect on Balfourdés role in the colonisati on
political rights?

Framing statement by Dr. Farah Saleh

In September 2023, | started a fononth posidoctoral fellowship at Institute for Advanced
Studies in the Humanities (IASH) at the University of Edinburgh on the topic of Decolonial
Embodied Practices at The University. In October 2023, the genocideasarted and | found

SFarah Saleh, 6BaliZ®43) ®Re ph4 abips/ovmb.idst?dd ACBR/Bventffirah
salehbalfourreparations20232043

27


https://www.iash.ed.ac.uk/event/dr-farah-saleh-balfour-reparations-2023-2043
https://www.iash.ed.ac.uk/event/dr-farah-saleh-balfour-reparations-2023-2043

myself working at aJniversitythat publicly embraces the decolonial agenda, while in reality

supports the Israeli colonial regime in Palestine in many different ways. For example, with its

neutral public statements on the genocide, restrictions on free speech and most importantly
investments in companies that profit from the military Israeli occupation. As a response to that |
started developing Balfour Reparations (2@233) performance lecture.

The performance investigates ways of confront
particularly the role of Arthur James Balfour, the University Chancellor (183D), in the

colonsaion of Palestine and historical denial of Palestinian political rights. | do that through

utilizing elements of Speculative Choreography and Afrofuturism that combine history, fiction

and fantasy, while engaging with and being inspired by archival mageréh as videos, photos,

and documents in part retrieved frone @Bentre for Research Collections attheversity. The
performance lecture takes place in 2043 to reflect on the fictive apology letter (see figure 1) that

the University of Edinburgh will have issued in 2023 to the Palestinian people promising them
reparations. The audience become members of the repanats 6 eval uati on c¢ommi
the 20" anniversary of the apology and are invited to participate in the performance. The

research and performance are in collaboration with filmmaker L@Qk#sPengKao, dancers

Nadia Khattab and Jamal Bajali, and Dr Nicola Perugini (Politics and International Relations,
University of Edinburgh).

The performance was presentedldrDecember 2023 at Inspace Gallery to a small public,
including IASH staff and fellows. After the performance, an audience member posted the letter
on twitter and it became viral, with people around the world thinking it was real, they praised the
University of Edinburgh for its bravery and asked other institutions to follow the lead. Later, the
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letter was later faethecked by Reuters and other press agenciebniversity, IASH and
myself issued statements clarifying it was part of a performance and not real.

; THE UNIVERSITY of EDINBURGH

The University of Edinburgh
Old College

South Bridge

Edinburgh EH8 9AL

Tel 0131 650 1000
Fax 0131 650 2147

14 December 2023

Public apology

As a university that formally and publicly embraces the decolonial agenda, The University
of Edinburgh feels the obligation to apologise to the Palestinian people for the Balfour
declaration of 1917.

The declaration was written by Arthur James Balfour, the University’s longest serving
chancellor (1891-1930), in which he granted Palestine as a national home for the Jewish
people, while denying the indigenous Palestinian people self-determination and freedom
in their own homeland.

With this apology the University aims at confronting its colonial legacy and starting a
decolonial process of reparations for the Palestinian people through five concrete actions:

First, the University will acknowledge publicly Balfour’s colonial legacy in Palestine and his
role in the creation of a larger repressive and racialized global order, for example in
Ireland and South Africa, stemming from his belief that “men are not born equal”. The
University will also offer a foundational course to all its students on its colonial legacy.
Second, the University will remove restrictions to free speech on the topic of
Israel/Palestine by suspending the controversial IHRA definition of antisemitism, which
draws false equivalences between critique of Israel’s state policies and antisemitism.
Third, the University will review, publicly disclose, and divest from all investments in
companies that directly or indirectly profit from the illegal military occupation and
colonisation of Palestine, as well as from research with weapons companies that provide
arms to Israel.

Fourth, the University will allocate resources for scholarships to Palestinian students to
come and study at The University of Edinburgh and for university students and staff to
engage with knowledge exchange projects at Palestinian universities.

Fifth, the University will endorse a one state solution, which would allow for the creation

of a new one state in Palestine/Israel for all its citizens, on the political basis of one
person one vote, compensation and right of return to the Palestinian refugees.

The University of Edinburgh is a charitable body, registered in Scotland, with registration number SC005336

After | finished my postloctoral fellowship at the University of Edinburgh and continued
witnessing the involvement of the UK government in the genocide in Gaza, | decided to develop
the performance further, now entitled Balfour Reparations (2024}), wth the support of

Common Ground Festival and Culture &. In the new version, | aim at confronting the United
Kingdombés coloni al |l egacy i n Palestine and
the historical denial of Palestinian politicallitg and selfietermination in their homeland.
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Bal four was the United K908)g-dreign8ecret®y (194849),Mi ni st
and Chancellor and Rector of many UK prominent universities 1836), including Glasgow

University, where | am now a lecturer in Global Majority Performances fiime the

performance lecture takes place in 2044 and reflects on the fictive apology letter (see figure 2)

that the United Kingdom will have issued in 2024 to the Palestinian people promising them
reparations. Also in this version, the audience becoomime r s of t he reparatio
committee created on the®@nniversary of the apology and is invited to participate in the
performance. In the new version, other than the previous collaborators, | also workedkeith

Pell on rehearsal support, Michaela Pointon on Graphic design and Kim Moore on music
composition.

10 DOWNIING STREET

THE PRIME MINISTER 22 June 2024

As a country committed to confronting its colonial legacy, The United Kingdom recognises its obligation to
apologise to the Palestinian people for the Balfour Declaration of 1917

eclaration was written by Arthur James Balfour, the country’s Prime Minister (1902-1905), Foreign
ry (1916-1919), Chancellor and Rector of many UK prominent universities (1886-1930). In the
declaration Balfour granted Palestine as a national home for the Jewish people, while denying the indigenous
Palestinian people self-determination and freedom in their own homeland.

With this apology the United Kingdom aims to acknowledge its part in the creation of the current Israeli
Apartheid regime and its responsibility to start a decolonial process of reparations for the Palestinian people
through seven concrete actions

First, the United Kingdom will acknowledge publicly Balfour’s colonial legacy in Palestine and his role in the
creation of a larger repressive and rac d global order, for example in Ireland and South Africa, stemming
from his belief that “men are not born equal”.

Second, The United Kingdom will stop arming Israel to prevent further war crimes against the Palestinian
people. It willalso prevent all UK businesses from trading arms with Isral, providing investment or financial
services to companies profiting from the illegal ! and arm companies ected to the Isracli

occupation.

Third, The United Kingdom will require all UK universities to review, publicly disclose, and divest from
companies that directly or indirectly profit from the illegal military occupation and colonisation of Palestine,
as well as from research with weapons companies that provide arms to Isracl.

Fourth, the United Kingdom will remove restrictions to free speech on the topic of Israel/Palestine by
retracting the adoption of the controversial IHRA definition of antisemitism, which draws false equivalences
between critique of Israel’s state policies and antisemitism.

Fifth, The United Kingdom will teach the history of its colonisation of Palestine in all UK schools and
part of its Decolonising the Curriculum Strategy, which aims at creating collective processes

universities, as
of decolonisation for students, staff and governance alike.

Sixth, the United Kingdom will allocate resources to rebuild universities in Gaza, provide scholarships to
Palestinian students to study in the UK and for British students and staff to engage with knowledge exchange
projects at Palestinian universities.

Seventh, the United Kingdom will endorse a one state solution, which would allow for the creation of a new
single state in Palestine/Israel for all its citizens, on the political basis of one person one vote, with
compensation and right of return to all Palestinian refugees.
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4. Edinburgh University Accounts 18901930: Colonial
and Imperial Investmentsd ur i ng Bal f our
Chancellorship?

Edinburgh is the third wealthieSiniversityin Britain, after Oxford and Cambridge, and the
wealthiestUniversityin Scotland. A hundred years ago, it was one of the richest universities in
the British empire. Though it is perhaps unsurprising, it is not widely known that from 1918, a
fifth of this wealth was invested in colonial government bonds. This, in turn,triregnnterest
payments funded by colonial taxation were a key income stream for the institution, financing
salaries, research, student stige and the day to day running of theiversity. The following
account is based on a thorough survey ofthw&ersityaccounts between 1890 and 1931
conducted at the University of Edinburgh Centre of Research Collections, complemented with
the minutes of th&niversityfinance committee and théniversity Court

Between 1890 and 1930, the finances of Edinburgh University were managed by two
Universityfactors, a fatheandson duo, Henry Cook and John Cdd&ased in théJniversity

factorés office at 61 Castle Street, they rec
finance committee (a subsidiary of tHaiversity Cour).® On occasion, investment decisions
wereiremi tted to Sir W illiam] Turner [the prin
to Courd °.On the whole, however, the Cooks appear to have enjoyed a large degree of
autonomy in terms of where and how they investedUthigersitdé s money . Wi th narr

of reference, focused on maximising the money of a wealthy institution, the factors were

mandated to invest money where it would achieve the highest rate of return. In 1891, for

example, Henry Cook was instructed to investthe£1 00 John Baxter Fund ir

stocko, as long as®it yielded more than 3. 5%.
As shown in Figure 1, E d i indtalling 466,39 hwevee r si t vy

almost exclusively invested in Scottish railways (orange) and local land owned by the Scottish

aristocracy (dark bluéY. Scottish aristocrats consistently benefitted from substantiatthatter

loans. In 1891, for example, Arthur J Balfour (a future chancellor of Edinburgh University

whose family fortune rested on the Fife coalfields) repaid a £12,000 loan (roughly 1.5m i

todayds money), which was t hen Strathendry Eféd’tned i n

the mid1890s, these assets were complemented by £98,846 invested in thexgavided

Leith docks (light blue}2 The salaries of the principal and other prominent professors were

6 Prepared by Henry Dee, University of Glasgow.

“6Uni ver s ihttpy//oFhasory.is.ed@c.uk/index.php?title=University Fa@ocessed 06/06/2022);
University Court Records, Vol XIV, minutes of meeting on 12/03/1928, comments on the death of Henry Cook.

8 Post Office Edinburgh & Leith Directory: 1891898 (Edinburgh, 1897), p.397.

2 University Court Finance Committee Agenda Book. Minutes of meeting on 14/10/1891

10 University Court Finance Committee Agenda Book. Minutes of meeting on 10/04/1891.

11 University of Edinburgh Accounts, 1894@891

12 University Court Finance Committee Agenda Book. Minutes of meeting on 09/07/1891. | have not been able to
find any record of when this loan was issued.

13 University of Edinburgh Accounts, 1894@B97
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covered by the resultant interest payments from the Leith Harbour Annuity*Herain at least
the 1780s, th&niversity benefitted from the donations of alumni and Scottish associates based
in colonial possessions, with the construction of Old College partly funded by Scots connected to
the Caribbeaslaveplantation economy? This in-flow of colonial money continued between
1890 and 1910, but was relatively insignificant. In 1890, for example, alumni in India donated
£112 toUniversity.® Only a small proportion of theniversityd s mo n e-pwvested im  r e
colonial enterprises. In 1893, the University purchased a £1,000 debenture on the Scottish and
New Zealand Investment Compah\yBy 1900, £7,147 was invested in New Zealand
government bonds, £15,983 in Australian government bonds, and £5,098 in Canadian
government bonds (which all offered a 4% return). Interests on these colonial government bonds
generated £1,129 each yé&aOther investments were made in terthern Investment
Company of New Zealand In 1901, thdJniversityleadership championed how Edinburgh had
advanced from being@amuni ci pal dependencyo to an fAdautono
Ainot only from all parts of the United Kingdo
colonies and d&°0verthemeaktidecade,dungreds of students enrolled from
South Asia, Southern Africa and Australa®ialevertheless, in financial terms, tbaiversityd s
assets between 1890 and 1910 were still overwhelmingly concentrated in Scotland and remained
steady (increasing nominally in line with the rate of inflation, but remaining consistent in real
terms).
Figure 1: University of Edinburgh total investments, 18911931
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1,600,000

1,400,000

10,000
s00.000
00,000
snmo [

200,000

= Land

Bank Stacks

m Miscellanegus Investments

14 University of Edinburgh: Accounts for Year 182892, p.17.

15 These donors included Lieutenant General Melville, John Pringle, Alexander Crichton, William Tytler, William
Balderston, William Ballie, John Sinclair, James Stirling. Thanks to Summer Perritt and Diana Paton for leadership
on this research.

16 University Court Finance Committee Agenda Book No 1. Minutes of meeting on 06/03/1890.

17 University Court Finance Committee Agenda Book No 2. Minutes of meeting on 25/10/1893.

18 University of Edinburgh Accounts, 1894900

19 University Court Records, Vol VII, minutes of meeting on 22/10/1900.

20 University Court Records, Vol VII, letter to King Edward, 18/03/1901.

2l an Wotherspoon, 6The Most ©dsenmseap Stldéentsatmhe Univeérsityear s i t 'y i n
Cent ur YWnivargity d Edinburgh Journaltl/1 (2003).
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This situation changed dramatically in the wake of the First World, Wawevey as the
Universityrapidly expanded in terms of students, staff and financial heft. Benefitting from
increased British government funding and student fees, Edinburgh University invested heavily in
bonds issued by governments across the British empire (grey section ofljicamd divested

from its holdings in Scottish aristocratic land (dark blue section of figure 1). These changes were
driven by stark differences in the ratesrgérest paid out. While the Australian government

offered bonds with interest rates up to 5%, returns on Scottish land holdings dramatically fell as

agricultural prices collapsed. Mandated to investdhaersityd s money where it wo
the highest rate of return, Henry and John Cook focused ofirtgglest investments. By 1931,
this had resulted in a historic restructuring ofttheversityp s f i nanci al portfol i

Scottish aristocratic lanrdolding to invest heavily in staiesued lbnds equal to £1,165,278
(65% of theUniversityp s t ot al A12 775,173 assets).

Most of the Universityos bonds were acquir
Figure 2 clearly shows that a significant proportion of the securities acquired Uwpitresity
were issued by colonial governments (pink). In particular, the notable increase in investment in
colonial government bonds from 1925 meant that by 1928, 20% bftiversitys total assets
were invested in colonial governments and colonial enterpiidéee rise in colonial
investments after 1925 was driven, above all, by h@argstment in Australian government
bonds, totalling £288,266 by 1930. This preference, above all, is explained by the unrivalled 3.5
5% interest rates offered by Australian gawaents at both a state and federal level.
Nevertheless by 1930, these were complemented by relatively substantial investments in the
colonial governments of New Zealand (£13,120 at434), India (£7,042 at-3.5%), Canada
(E£7,940 at %), South Africa (2,416 at 3.5%) and Sou#ast Asia (£1,520 at 3.5%)Later
Universityaccounts indicate that subsequent investments were made in the colonial governments
of Nigeria (£5,000 at 5% in 193B834) and Sri Lanka (£2,160 at 4% the same Yéar).

22 University of Edinburgh: Accounts for Year 19319 3 2 . The Bank of Englandés infl a
c.A84, 000, 00 O: hitps:/wiww.ldaakpfénglandm.nkémpnetqglicy/inflation/inflation-calculator

(accessed 06/06/2022).

23 University of Edinburgh: Accounts for Year 192928

24 University of Edinburgh: Accounts for Year 192930

25 University of Edinburgh: Accounts for Year 193934, p.127.
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5. Edinburgh University Divestment from Apartheid
South Africa, 19701973°

1970 antiapartheid protest in Edinburgh, possibly confrnting vicechancellor Michael
Swann (from SCRAN)

On 19 January 1970, students picketed outside
Board in Old Collegé protesting a recruitment event by Barclays Bank, a key investor in

apartheid South Africa. To prevent the bank interviewing prospective reguatsstors turned

the picket into an occupation, declaring: ATh
supporting apartheid. The University should declare any investments in such firms. Join the
occupation now and act against collaboratorsArp ar t hei d. 6 The occupati o
Occupiers were subsequently hauled beforéthigersity Courtin March 1970, and disciplined

with hefty fines, contested by further mass meetings and the occupatiraioivas then called

26 Prepared by Henry Dee, University of Glasgow.
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the David Hume Towef’ In October 1970, vicehancellor Michael Swann and thmiversity
Courtcontinued to insist that Athe University do
indirectly, any interests in compardies known
In December 1970, however, research conductatid$tudennewspaper revealed that
the University of Edinburgh did in fact have extensive investments in apartheid South Africa,
totalling over A522,850 (roughly A7.4m in tod
of theUniversidé s i nvest ment portfolio, a sum that wa:
legal limit set by British parliament for charities investing in South Africa. South African mining
investments offered unrivalled returns of18%, but came at an appallirand weltknown
human cost. A recently as September 1970, thaversityhad acquired a further £26,000
shares in De Beers Consolidated Mines, adding to £400,000 already invested in South African
mining companies. Thétudlend enounced the proven I|Uneesityand 0w,
management’
Numerous academic staff were fiat a | oss to
Uni ver sity Coandhighly dritecal of the vicehancelias, Professor Michael
Swann, a supposed supporter of the-aptirtheid movemenf. The Edinburgh AntiApartheid
Soci ety asked student s: nwil | you all é&w this
After a meeting of Ken Cargill, student president, and other executive members of the Student
Representative Council (SRC), 700 students marched round Old Quad on 10 December calling
for Swann to resign, denouncing his lies addniversityinvestments? Further mass meetings
were attended by 1,500 studefitén an attempt tdudgeover tensions, thelniversity offered
the South African author Alan Paton an honorary detfree.

Z’Tom Wool ey, OEdi nbur @gdidasty: GemteainStcoslan@@alidaiya Ghyulesiges 1June

1970). Thanks to Roger Jeffery for this reference.

26S. Africa | nvSuganmedn tDeSeenmbaari 0In®%70; O6SRC Seeks Resigna
| nvestSoatamans 6,0 December 1970; O60Student Stbssmapllier s Present
December 1970. Any references to 8tadenhewspaper are from the collective research of the UncovereED

project. The UncoverED team were Esme Allman, Daisy Chamberlain, Firyaal Chowtee, Tom Cunningham, Devika,
Maryam Helmi, Laurence Jarlett, Ara Kim, Hannah McGurk, Vidhipssa Mohan, Cristina Moozand, Uttara

Rangarajan, Tanuj Raut, Natasha Ruwona, Fatima Seck, Sarah Shemery, Lea Ventre, Sanjna Yechareddy and

Dingjian Xie.

26S. Africa | nvSuganmedtDeSeenmbaari oIn®%70; Alice Murray & Des
Student9 December 1970.

V6Lecturerds Phbtadantt ® BetkemBbar 930 ; |l an Rotsmapl9 6l nvest m
December 1970.

SIAlice Murray & Des LSiudentd Dezgmber®Why Bot h
26S. Africa | nvSuwwdnmen tDeSceeammeri 0In®%7,0; 06S
| nvestS3oatsmaps 6,0 December 1970; 6Student S
December 1970.

3D. Loughnay, 61 n\SeowsmamleRelruary 1971S. Afr i ca o,

6 Noivhin I nvestment i n BalfRean29decenberT0.er anced,

r 206,
C Seeks Resignes
&8

e
R
tbtsmaptler s Present
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Clipping from the Scotsman 11 December 1970

The SRC demanded that theaiversitytp s Sout h Afri can investments \
i mmedi atel yo, garnering si gna paliangest,afidr om 2, 500
numerous other SRC presidents from across Britain by the end of January TB&y.
denounced th¥&niversity Courtfor mishandling investments, lacking credibility and being
unrepresentatv€Swann | ater c¢cl aimed these calls were I
were fAdominat’d by activistso.
After the furore created by the SRC campaigns&tadeninvestigations, on 26 January
1971, Professor David Talbot Rice announced thatieersitywas selling all of its £522,850
investments in South African companiea significant victory for students and campaigriérs.
The chairman of Edinburgh University Arapartheid Society, Des Loughney, pointed out that
Coutwas simply trying to Asave faceo, i mpel |l ed
SRCO6s ar JAnimmpnessige@ampaign combining student occupations, mass protests,
investigative journalism, and natiodalel petitions caught thiéniversity management in an
i mpossible bind, forcing a dramatic change 1in
The issue of investments in apartheid South Africa, nevertheless, remained a thorny
issue. Rumours circulated that tdaiversitystill held some shares in companies operating in
South Africa, and th&niversity Courtagain discussed the question of apartheid investments on
25 October 1971. Thigniversitysecretary, Charles Stewart, continued to insist that it was
impossible to determine whether all investments had financial connections to SoutH%Afhea.
Universityhad A47, 915 invested i whiclBhadbranchegit SoutBank 6 f
Africa, Rhodesia and Mozambig&&When he retired in October 1972, taiversityd s f i r st
ever student rector, Jonathan Wills, accusedUtneersityCourtof bei ng fimore inte
money t han mor &hiversitphadosténkildysadhts shdres in South African
companies, it retained its investments in 52 companies that had subsidiaries operating in South

%6South AfrStwenn Shharwsadrry 1971; D. Lo uwSgosmanyFebrualy nvest mer
1971.

%§SRC Throws | nvest meSedismanOirDacembbrd¥’/®@ t o Court 6,

%6 Professor Swann i s the Nhiudder€iield RailyfExamineGeDeemted1978@.f t he B
86Edi nburgh Uni ver si t pbedeen PBesd & Joudhal7 Jarfuary 1874d.n Shar es 6,

¥D. Loughnay, 61 nScetdmayd Rebruaryl976.. Afri caéd,

WV6South Afri caStufdeny Odoberl19Algai n? 0,

416 Bet rSudemtld Becember 1970.
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Africa. In June 1972, theniversity Courthad voted 8:5 (with one abstention) against reviewing
these investments.
Anti-apartheid campaigns in Edinburgh continued over subsequent months and years.
Rev Basil Manning, a Black South African from Johannesburg was appointed as International
Chaplain at Edinburgh in October 1970, taught about Tiodd politics and the ideas of
Frantz Fanon and Walter Rodney, and supported the Edinburgh Universi#gamtheid
Society with space in the International Centre at 22 Buccleuch Place run by the Edinburgh
Christian Council for Overseas Students (ECC83Ensions came to a head again when the
University of Edinburgh was put forward to host a conference of the Association of
Commonwealth Universities (ACU) in August 1973. Alongside the SRC, AJ Zvogbo of the
Edinburgh Zimbabwe Students Movement and YomriEgx of the Nigerian Union in
Edinburgh both protested vehemently against South Africa and Rhodesia universities
participating. At a gl obal |l evel, they reiter
and oppressiveo r eagiamea 0 nfad d oyn camidc aoltlhye,r wva s e f r
c o mmu Bt YomdFerriera, in particular, also highlighted that more locally the University
of Edinburgh itself had fAa | ong history of sc
but sometimes overtly of apartheid; good enough that on a number ofomsctes world mass
media of new dissemination has been able to e

thus not much of a surprise that over the new controversy of the Commonwealth

Uni versities Conference, SChancdlarltab@mdoutSwann,
to describe the Rhodesian and South African
sepaatist structure and functions of these universities are well known to those who are

aware of the role the institutions perform in buttressing the apartheid structure of the two

states; only people like Michael Swann can afford to fail to kffow.

Michael Swann continued to insist that the involvement of South African and Rhodesian

universities was an ACU decision, and Rev Basil Manning, in response, resigned as international

chaplain in July 197% Ultimately, South Africa and Rhodesia were not present at the

conference. Ted Edwards, the videancellor of Bradford University, put forward a motion that

ACU should no |l onger Arender serviceso or inyv

unives i t i es, but this was not adopted¥ due to fAco
It is not clear from initial research whether subsidiary investments were ever sold off.

“26Edinburgh University AcScosnandl Qetbberdl$P.avery | nvest ments.
43 National Library of Scotland (NLS) Acc 11199 Edinburgh Christian Council for Overseas Students (ECCOS)

Paper s, File 4 Part 2, Kay Dickson to Committee, 1 Oct
June 1971; Basil oManfhiomgt héTiICeuhet Wréets appointeesd, 2
44NLS Acc 11199 ECCOS Papers, File 4 Part 2, AJ Zvdgheditor of Scotsman, 23 May 1973; Yomi Ferriera to
Commonwealth Universities in Africa, March 1973.

45NLS Acc 11199 ECCOS Papers, File 4 Part 2, Yomi Ferriera to Commonwealth Universities in Africa, March

1973.

46 NLS Acc 11199 ECCOS Papers, File 4 Part 2, Executive Committee report, 19 July 1973.

47T. Craig,Commonwealth Universities and Society: Report of Proceddings of the Congress of the Universities of

the Commonwealth, Edinburgh, August 19#8inburgh: R&R Clarke, 1974), p.431.
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SOUTH AFRICAN SHARES

We the undersigned wish to register our full support for

the SRC’s demand that the University’s investments in

the twenty-seven South African firms be liquidated
immediately:

JOHN P. MACKINTOSH, M.P. ALEXANDER EADIE, M.P.

TOM OSWALD, M.P. JOHN SMITH, M.P.

MISS JOAN LESTER, M.P. JAMES SILLARS, M.P.

GAVIN STRANG, M.P. PETER DOIG, M.P.

JOHN ROBERTSON, M.P. NORMAN BUCHAN, M.P.
GEORGE LAWSON, M.P.

TOM McMILLAN, M.P.

HUGH McCARTNEY, M.P. ~ DICK DOUGLAS, M.P.

ALEX WILSON, M.P. ADAM HUNTER, M.P.
RONALD KING MURRAY, M.P.

GREGOR MacKENZIE. M.P.
MALCOLM MacPHERSON, M.P. DAVID STEEL, M.P.

NEIL G. CARMICHAEL, M.P.

COUNCILLOR JACK KANE A.S.NEILL
(Leader Labour Group HUGH McDIARMID

Edinburgh City Council)
KEN CARGILL

MARTIN O'NEILL
(President, S.U.S.) (President, E.U.S.R.C.)

DOUGLAS J. HENDERSON
TED BAYLISS ;
JOHN ARNOLD N
Miss MARGOT MIDDLETO
TOM SNEDDON e
GEORGE D. MANN

January 1971 protest letter in theudent
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1. Mobilisation on Campus: Past to Present

In the academic year 20231, UoE grounds are again became an active site of political
struggle around theniversityd s i niggacyandadlonialpresent. At the heart of this
struggle was a multiracial and multiethnic wibased student and staff coalitistanding in
opposition tdJ o E 6 going investments in Israeli genocide and other war crimes in Palestine.
This manifestedurther throughinteractions between different student and staff actors and
groups which participated in the community ca
and violations of human rights, international law and the Genocide Convention; and on the other
hand the UoESenior Leadershipnd governanckodiesresponses to the communifespite
the 6confl i ct tha somemsemlers 8eniarpeadecshiptddpted aaframe of
reference for reviewing the investment polittys movementirew directattention tchow UoE
investments in the dispossession of the Palestinian pamgdennected to our historical legacy
of the dispossession of Palestine and Palestinians;sigreed by our former chancellor, Arthur
James Balfoudnder st ood in this context, the movemen
a g n o s tseemg itsas@ that further disavows whdtet student groups, staff members and
networks involved in the mobilisation, including through the Student Council and Senatus
Academicus on investments, consider as theUniversityd s -gaing complicity in the
consolidation of settler colonialism in PalestiAs long as there is a refusal to acknowledge the
institution's historicaimperiallegacy to Palestinend divestthis legacy of dispossession and
systematic erasumgill remain an organising principal that shapesptast and present
institutional character of the University.

A realdecolonial transformation therquiresrecontextualimg the actions of the
University and its impact by illustrating the concrete context of its legacy and complicity in
detailed terms. In this appendix, the specific context of Palestine and the University must be
reiterated in its particularity to understaihe concrete harms, name the violeraoel enact
policy changes accordingly. This is a necessary approach which counteracts the culture of denial
and responsibility that stands as an impetugparative justice. Denying harm or responsibility
for harm prevents actual considerations for reparative justice and their implementation. This
means that the University must take responsibility for the harm it has perpetrated either against
its own faailty and studentde it througtracialisedprocesses of securitisatianlack of
transparency, the denial of Palestiniaght to memorialise andrieve, thenternational
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance definition of antisemitism (IHR&)direct investments or a
failure to attend to their duty of care towards studeantd the harnagainst colonised
Palestiniangn which, as this report argueshis been complicthough all of the examples cited
above.

This following materialsanalysehe actors, eventand communications on campus that
characterised the broad community mobilisati@mneof the most participated in the history of
the UOE since the campaign against the UoE investments in SouthnAdpaehed at the
beginning of the 1970stotheUoE6 s ongoi ng direct and indirect
Palestinians in Gaza, the setiterlonial structure of Israel and the epistemic conditions at our
institution which .sustain Palestinebds erasure
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1.1UoE and theHistory of Activism for Justice inPalestine
Before narr at i ngsabmiiisperpnansto
note that the demands presented by staff and students to
University administrators and committees did not begln WitTed - N e S N

the current response
Solidarity with the Palestinian cause againsid$ settler
colonial erasure of native Palestinians, and nisdbibn at
UoE against ongoing entanglements with the colonial
structure is not new. IBDecember 1987, EUSfEdinburgh
University Studentsod Assoc
presented by students calling for boycott and academic
freedom in Palestine in response to the killing of Palestlnla
students and closure of universities by Israel during the Fir
Intifadef®. As seen in Figure 2, the motion also called on |
EUSA to twin with the Bir Zeit University in Palestine.
A year later, inFebruary 1988anothelEUSA motion, |
Figure3passed ficloadlesnmaalgi tarn
the Palestinian uprising and calling for EUSA support for a
internationatonference wasarried inquorately 21176,

THURS 11 FEB 1988

FOCUS

believe this move by the
this

homes and r
tooked Upon It 6% &

°
Jonoy is @ long-term  eral popular uprising encompas-
volunteer with the Cambe sing all Palestinians. ft has taken  suggestion student's activism. and is
I charity UNI- 21 years of occupation for the Sart of ‘aceion which will be
PAL, cooker that has BN Paiegtini movements  employed agoin.
laft unlended for 801009 10 sivoud are also not R e & Sorsrmnce Ol Potted
She describes her work as  finally burst. Israoli intorfarence a monuw.- o rce hes o
two-fold. Firstly, in that tion. As Student reported
toockor In Unitad the unrost has boen orches:  weaks 6go, s delegation of hves
nations schools, and secondly

she llaises with visitors and  UN ofol:d* have reported youths being wired onto the 5
foreign - @
ber 21 water supply.

Flgur;3 The Student Newspapet Ad mi ssi ons 7

IFigure 1:The Student Newspaper

s EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY STUDENTS' NEWSPAPER h

AiAdmi s ¢

February 11, 1988, p.1,

INVNY 9 VEw 1J0/7

Palestinian

The motion on academic free-
dom in Palestine was passed by
143 votes to 123 after being
amended to be a general motion
on students in the Middle East.

Originally the motion had
centred on the recent deaths of
Palestinian students in Israel
and the forced closing of univer-
sities under emergency powers.

It called on EUSA to twin with
Bir Zeit University, write in pro-
test to the Israel Embassy, and to
press for scholarships for Pales-
tinian students.

While these provisions still
stgnd an amendment deploring
the lack of academic freedom in
Arab countries such as Saudi
Arabia, Syria, Jordan and Egypt,
was also narrowly passed.

Proposing the amendment,
Andrew Brennan said: “If we are
interested in academic freedom
in the Middle East, let’s not be
blinkered in our approach.”

David Clark, while stating that
he was not anti-semitic, feit that
the situation in Palestine was dif-
ferent as oppression was “not
against domestic opposition but
against a nation under occupa-
tion”.

Deep disagreement was
caused by an amendment ask-
ing students to support the Brad-
ford Resource Centre’s state-
ment on Israel and Palestine.

It suggested that the PLO

should be recognised as the sole

Passion

Proposing the motion David
Donaghue said that there was an
“incredible amount of confusion
between anti-Zionism and anti-
semitism” and that the Bradford
statement had been signed by
many prominent members of
the Jewish community.

He went on to argue that “Is-
rael actually arms neo-nazi and
anti-semitic states” as “the grea-
ter the forces of anti-semitism
the more logical it is to have a
Jewish state”.

A member of the EU Jewish
Society argued against the
amendment, saying that “by the
PL.O’s definition there is hardly a
Jew who has the right to stay in
Israel”.

Another asked how Scottish
students would react to people
of Scottish descent in England
telling Scots to renounce their
nationality and nation.

Summing up for the opposi-
tion it was said, commenting on
the proposal to “encourage”
Jowish students in Edinburgh
University to sign the Bradford
statement, “do you realise how
offensive this hint of coercion is
to the Jews?".

The amendment was strongly

Jrejected.

KB is not to b!_

The second motion of the

rarez 1 NE Student

klhlllﬂlﬂnlﬂﬁlﬁ

February 1988, p. 4

YEdinburgh University Studentsd Newspaper, fAThe Centen
1987, p. 2.
SEdi nburgh University Studentsd Newspaper, fASabbatical

p.1
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https://libraryblogs.is.ed.ac.uk/thestudent/19871988-2/
https://libraryblogs.is.ed.ac.uk/thestudent/19871988-2/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10UsUtEcuATSdLwQqcxC_c-fccqDt6XzW/view?usp=sharing
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/14sr1qV-42DdtkQpe4Um2PxNzQeXrfa_y/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14sr1qV-42DdtkQpe4Um2PxNzQeXrfa_y/view

In 1999 EUSA set the 'unethical investment polity'ougha generaimeetingthat
establislkeda mandate to lobbghe Courtto adopt an ethical investment policy antbrm the

student body on the Universityos unethical i n
repressive regimés Unless overturnedsUSA policy via general meeting does not lapse or
expire?,

This EUSAdQnethical investmer o | waskevdstedagainin 2002, as UoE still held
shares in weapons manufacturers, such as BAE systems (101,437%Rdresssociation
resolved to | obby asehiorleadesskipnd BnancehComnuitiee tobeer s i t y
transparent in the exact details of its investment portfolio to the student body. Importantly, it also
urged the University to outline a specific policy that sets ethical guidelines for its investments.
Three years latem 2005, EUSA set a policy on tfieight to Education/Birzeit
Twinning®* Citing the Fourth Geneva Conventjonm which the UK is a signatoryhe radical
curtailmentoft h e P a | mgbttoiameduratidn®s a result of Israelitary occupation,
EUSA announcethat the collective responsibility to defend awduaisethe demand for a
uni ver sal r i g ht-the moreaaltely updn iinstitutions fofdigherssdueabion
Building on the student motion passed.987for academic freedom on Palestitiee

Association resol ves, among other things, to
Campaign at Birzeit University as a public show of solidariy support to all Palestinian
students who are struggling tfocdmmiet, twoo rhko satnidr

Birzeit st ugdfetnot sr aeixshei bawaroennbess wi thin this un
facing Palestinian education under military occupation (including tofheilitate where
feasi bl e, Friends of Birzeit Universities fun
University of Edinburgh to adopt a formal, active and robust twinning arrangement with the
Birzeit Universityo*®. This policy has not been overturnesd scEUSA is obliged to uphold
their commitments to thesesolutions until debated and changetherwise As of right now,
under the current leadership, they have dishonoured these motbestivelyfoughtand
wonr®,
The conversation oa specific component of the Uavestments targeted in the 2023
2024 campign, namely the Lethautonomous WeaporSystems and their use Ralestine,
and the worrying research collaborasomith arms companies like Leonardo and AnyVisaoal
investments of this Universitgid not begin witithe ongoinggenocidan Gaza In 2021, the
Amnesty International Society and tBdinburgh University Justice for Palestine Society passed

SSEdi nburgh University Studentsdé Associati oBUSA 1999, T
March 1999

https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/about/policy/ethicalenvironmental/unethicalinvestment

2Edi nburgh University Students® Asshbtpsi/asseison Regul ati on
cdn.sums.su/ED/Your%20Students%20Association_YSA/YSA_TrusteeMinutes/Reqgulations.pdf

S8Edi nburgh University Student s 6EUSAFeuamiy 2002, on, 2002, AEt |
https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/about/policy/ethicalenvironmental/ethicalinvestment

“MEdi nburgh University Studentsd Assoc iEBSAINovember2 005, ARI
2005, https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/about/policy/external/righttoeducation

55 |bid.

56 Edinburgh University Students' Association Regulations, Student Democracyhn38/assets
cdn.sums.su/ED/Your%20Students%20Association_YSA/YSA_TrusteeMinutes/Reqgulations.pdf

43
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https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/about/policy/ethicalenvironmental/ethicalinvestment
https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/about/policy/external/righttoeducation
https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/about/policy/external/righttoeducation
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https://assets-cdn.sums.su/ED/Your%20Students%20Association_YSA/YSA_TrusteeMinutes/Regulations.pdf
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https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/about/policy/ethicalenvironmental/ethicalinvestment
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https://assets-cdn.sums.su/ED/Your%20Students%20Association_YSA/YSA_TrusteeMinutes/Regulations.pdf
https://assets-cdn.sums.su/ED/Your%20Students%20Association_YSA/YSA_TrusteeMinutes/Regulations.pdf

a EUSAstudent council motiowhich remais in effect for four yearsThe "Motion to campaign

to stop Lethal Autonomous Weapons (LAWS)" referernthesStockholm International Peace

Research Institute which rates UoE within the top ten global research institutes in artificial
intelligencé”.1 t al so outl i nes WKGdenmpnaCommumicaions p wi t h
Headquarters whereby this research is used by the MinisDgfehceto boost military

capabilities defencentelligence and information systefsThe motion argued that the

University is not upholding its duty to only participate in ethical academic research, urging the
Association to lobby the University to include implementation measures for thisPoléter

this motion passed by the student council, it was set as a policy that remains in effect to date.
Accompanying this policyds ratification, to c
LAWSs, EUSA released a statementI@June2021 whereindemand for divestment from

complicit companies in Israare explicitly made by the Association iwe want to echo
Justice for Palestine Societybés call for the
complicit in the Israeli occupation, in line with their own Responsible Investment E%8licy

57 Edinburgh University Students' Association. 202ampaign to Stop Lethal Autonomous Weapons (LAWS)

University of Edinburgh: EUSAnttps://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/about/policy/policyonydniversity20%20[and]
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KUU4t4quTj47_XXBVVdmxdQFKugl 0luu/view?usp=drive link

58 |bid.

591bid

OEdi nburgh University Studentsod6 Association. 2021. ASt
Published June 16, 202ittps://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/news/article/palestirtc cessed via the 61l nter
Wayback Machinebb)
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KUU4t4quTj47_XXBVVdmxdQFKuqL01uu/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/news/article/palestine

University = - 2
Students’ Student Opportunities ~ Your Voice ~ Advice Place ~

Association

Statement on Palestine

The past month has seen violence in Palestine escalate, and we have been devastated to witness the lives lost as a result of unacceptable

Figure 4 EUSA "Statement on

Palestinepublically supporting
the EUJPS demands for full
divestment, citing the Association's

violence by the Israeli state. This violence has primarily impacted innocent civilians, including children, many of whom were attacked

during the festival of Ramadan, which should have been a time for reflection and celebration.

However, it is also important to note that the recent escalation follows decades of occupation which have left thousands dead, and many

more without homes, access to healthcare or education, and unable to leave for safety. . . . . .

i history of solidarity with Palestine.
We know that this issue affects many of our members who live or have loved ones in the region, and we appreciate students from our Itis no Ionger publlcally available
Justice for Palestine Society for holding us accountable and requesting we make a public statement addressing recent events. on the EUSA website and was

accessed througt
Archive: Waybacl
archivalof web-pages over time,

As part of this statement, we want to echo on the Justice for Palestine Society’s call for the University to fully divest from companies which ~ gvailable at:

are complicit in the Israeli occupation, in-line with their own Responsible Investment Policy. httDS://WWW.eusa.ed .ac.uk/news/a
icle/palestine

The Students’ Association has a long history of solidarity with the Palestinian people, including our democratically mandated affiliations to

the Right to Education Campaign and Friends of Birzeit University, and we are proud to continue that legacy with our statement today.

Our opposition to the occupation of the Palestinian Territories aligns with our broader commitment to social justice, and we want to be

clear that we are opposed to oppression in all its forms, including islamophobia and antisemitism, both of which are on the rise in the UK.

recount he Universityds financi al i nvest ments, an
weapons systems, in the context of their complicity in war crimes perpetrated by the Israel
military against Palestinians, it is necessary to elaborate furtherod JOEv e st ed i nt er e s

thus entanglement, in these Al weapons systems. Through the narration that follows in the later
sections, it becomes clearer that UoE has aidtedest in their investments in Al technologies

used as weapons $gms thatis they areglobally leading the development of these technologies

in academic spaces, and their investment in these expanding markets has great financial returns.
Despite the motion which passed under EU&#&etingU o E @search collaboration with the

UK Ministry of Defence, thggrogranme continuesThis researciprogranmeis titled the

Aniversity Defence Research Collaboration in Signal Proce§SIDRC)6 andits overarchig

telosif rom academi c r es e a¥ Silce 2021, thadualiinteestim capabi l
profiting off techneadvanced military markeendthe innovative research which seeks to

expand the market for these technologies informs nsatiin, and formal motionsobbying

againsthis colonial complicityAnyVision is an example of one of these technologieployed

by Israel to surveil Palestinians at military checkpoints, perpetuating Israeli apartheid and
oppressiof?. This technology is in part developed here at e section 4.5 for details on

6lUni versity of Edinbur gh, UhiwBi§ Oefedce ReseamGbllal®mtion ivBigna Ar e a
Processinghttps://udrc.eng.ed.ac.uk/datantre

62 Palestinian academics and scientificoigani ons. 2020. APal esti niisdionsfalade mi ¢

to Cut Ties With AnyVisio'Spons or e d BB6 MdvamemdPpblished24 July 2020.
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AnyVision)®* Thr ough this same UDRC scheme, UoOEds ot |
armsmanufacturerseonardo, who supply Israeli fighter jet parts, which is no less consequential

in terms of complicity icommittingwar crimes, facilitating the ongoing and unabated Israeli

onslaught of Gaza for over 15 morfths

W rsity Defence Research Collaboration in Signal Processing
>

academic research to military capability

Figure 5: Published by UoE, this figure is part of a docursemmarizingJoE's work in the UDRC programme
and its structurezull document

With regards to student direct action for Palestine, the University campus has been fertile
ground for laying claim to unheard demanias2009, a group of students occupied the Gordon
Aikman Lecture theatre for Gaza, demanding boycott, divestment, scholarships, aid and
educational forun®S. This action was don@iresponse to the Israeli bombing of the Islamic
University of Gaza and the financial complicity of the Universsifudentsoccupied the lecture
theatre for five dayand secured the following achievemefttboycott of Israeli bottled water
on campus, an opportunity to bring their case for divestment directly to the University Court,
scholarships for five Palestinian students, a collaboration betweélmiversity management,
student body and an NGO to collect materials for shipping to Gaza, and a debate and lecture
series on Israel/Palestine with staff and guest speakee2009 student occupieverote,i We
feel that this is only the beginning of the movement to entlthieersitd s r ol e i n t he o
and oppression of Palestine [...] The student occupation should be understood not simply as a
tactic or a bargaining chip in getting our demands [...] It provided a space for a process far more
democratic than what conventiondiversitys t r uct ur es arfe abl e to achi

https://bdsmovement.net/news/palestirgamademieand scientificorgansations-call-cuttieswith-anyvision

sponsored

88Uni versity of Edi nbUniveily Defeindd BeRéarciRGolaleoeation ih Signal Processing
https://udrc.eng.ed.ac.uk/research

64 |bid.

65 Student Occupiers Online Webpage. 2009. Edinburgh University Occupation for Gaza.
https://edinburghunioccupation.wordpress.com/

St udent Occupiers Online Web pkgaebruary2000.&dinbuigh University Re |l ea s
Occupation for Gazattps://edinburghunioccupation.wordpress.camatt/

67 Ibid.
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Figure 5: 200Reclaimed Gordon Aikman Lecture Theatre, sourced from the student occupiers webpage

In March 2022 during Israeli Apartheid Week, a
group of students representing three different groups
occupied the Gordon Aikman Lectufeeatrefor one
week, the aim being to create an alternate educatione
spacewheia 6 De ciset be Curri cul u
understood asnaimperativewhere political education is
achieved through actipmot metaph&g. Another
reclamation of Gordon Aikmafollowed in October
2022 A h dhle sbace @ run a week of education fc
|l i berationd in coll abobr a
Londorf®. As with the other reclamations and their
conceptuasation of a space not in terms of its
bargaining power, this action too, held events such as
teach outson topics thatentrelndigenous knowledge,
such as online events with Indigenous activists developirgfie & Brawing of GA, by student occupiers, March
radical education spaces, to learn more from local and

B8pettitt, Talia. 2022. #Aln conversation with activists
Newspaperl5 April 2022.https://thestudentnews.co.uk/2022/04/15/amversatiorwith-activistsat-the-forefront
of-the-gordorraikmantakeover/

OStaffSt udent Solidarity Network (@sssn_edii)AwedkBfecl ai mi ng
education for liberation alongside the launch of Planet Repairs Action Learning Education Revolution (PRALER) at
SOAS University 0,90dobar 2022http s/ wiwnirstagraen gamépi@jfbV
HoGul/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRIODBINWFIZA%3D%3D%E2%80%9Cholding
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international struggledringing together various forms of orgsation and collaboration with
other groups beyond UoE.
One month after this reclamatiam the 8November 2022RACE.EDand the Kenyon
Institute (Council for British Research in the Levant), alongs@en other acadenio-
sponsors invited Palestinian historgmd cartographebr. Salman Abu Sitta, the author of the
Atl as of Palestine and Mapping my Return, ded
people with a practical plan for the Right of Retdrn T h e e vOnthé Cenhténary of te i
British Mandate Era in Palestine (192948):Dr . Sal man Abu Si totads Addr
stirred public controversy on campus and in the niédiavas no coincidence that an event
addressing Bal f dghoough the Decgratdn colriial erasugeddesgursively,
juridically and then physically) of Palestinians, catapulted the University campus into a hostile
site of colonial silencing. The globally renowned scholar #@sdand delivery of his content
from former speaking engagements were tampered with by opposing groups as falsified evidence
to accuse DrAbu Sitta of antisemitisiAfter review of the tampered contents sigff members
of UoOE, these claims of antisemitism were disputed and negated ashfatges and theublic
lecturedid take place. No apology was offered by the groups that tampered the elidinee
submittingto Senior Leadershigdn fact,after it was discovered that the evidence was tampered
with, opponents of the lecture westll given speciaprivilegeto attend the lecture in the name
of O6inclusivitydé despi tAaultimatem wasgavénsothel r eady be
organisers that if they did not find a way to open up the sold out seats, they would imawe to
the evenoff campus the former ofwhich could only be done by denying seatthose who
already had tickets booked in advance. Tiercivemeasure placed unreasonable distress on
the organisers in the final days leading up to the eyenting them in a difficult and last minute
bind. To date, o apology was ever offered to Dr Abu Sitta or the organisers feethaicious
attacksoy opponents and UOoOE®GsS o wncoscevepiessure st af f me
Despite he event going ahead, the negation oeBatian life and lived experience was repeated,
demonstrating that Balfourdés i mperi al |l egacy
onto a continuing orgasetional principle of uninterrupted coloniality.

1.2. The Academic Year of 2023 t@024 through The Gaza Genocide

We call upon our colleagues in the homeland and internationally to support our steadfast
attempts to defend and preserve our universities for the sake of the future of our people and our
ability to remain on our Palestinian land in Gaza. We built theseausities from tents. And
from tents, with support of our friends, we will rebuild them once again

- Open letter by Gaza academics antniversity administrators to the world.

“A0On the Centenary of the B+1i9#4i89h Man dat enaBr Abiun SPaltad
Bal four at The UnRACEBDStips:/iwvwvardce.Elchd.ul/bventsg h 0

“TAbu Sitta, Salman. ADr Sal man Abu Sitt aGosncilldloddr ess t o |
British Research in the Levant Lectutdniversity of Edinburgh, filmed
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The University of Edinburgh kck of acknowledgement or naming of tenocidal
violencewhich Palestinians have been subjected by Israel sinceQbwBer 2023uts a
spotlightonB a | f tegacy®fkarmand how it shaped o E firesentAs argued herdJoE
remainscomplicitin this legacy of harm with respectttte crimes it finances through dgect
and indirecinvestmentswhich further advancell o Eidvelvement as perpetrator of
Palestinian erasure.

On the29 December 2023he Republic of South Africa filed a case against the State of
Israelat thelnternational Court of Justi¢eCJ), arguing that Israel violated the UBkenocide
Conventionn Gazd? As a resulbf the present stages of the ICJ proceedings on thisaragiee
26 January 2024heCourt, c o n c | utkdeiPalegtinians appear taiconstitute a distinct
o6national, ethnical, raci al groupwithiethe ngeanmgics gr ou
Article 11 of theeadspodi dbaConPahesodonaoai ans in
substanti al p ar t (pava. 45)toldered provisibnalentasudes @ preserye éthe
Aright of the Pal esti ni angenocideandyelated prohibiteb e pr ot
act s o (Cpraesaprovisioial) measures will be exercided® in the sense that there is a
real and imminent risk that irreparable prejudice will be caused to the rights claimed before the
Court gives its final decisian ( p a’f. Ehe pravidional measures issued called for
Ai mmedi ate and effective measureso to protect

Conventiof> Among them, | srael was ordered to take |
and punish the direct and public incitement t
all owing humanitarian assistance i1irmeo Gaza, a
preservation of evidence related to allegatio

Conventiorf®. Israel ignore the measures and intensified the conducts scrutinised by South

Africa throughout 2024In 365 days, Israel dropped an estimated 75,000 tonnes of explosives on
Gaza, and killed at | east 41,909 Palestinians
them A69% of the vi ct i"msthizapendixds bding drittem,disraaln d wo
has killed at least3000people?, including 17,492 children, and injured more than 105,250

peopl€®. More than 11,000 Palestinians are missing under the rubble and prominent public

health studies estimate that dozens of thousands of Palestinians have died indirectly as a result of

”?United Nations Regional Information Centre. 2024. ASo
I CJ dJaiteceNatjons30 October 2024https://unric.org/en/southfricavs-israet14-othercountriesintendto-
join-the-icj-case/

73 Application of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide in the Gaza Strip

(South Africa v. IsraelOrder: Request for the Indication Bfovisional Measures) [2024] ICJ No.192

74 |bid.

5 |bid.

76 |bid.

77 Chughtai, Alia and Muhammet Okur. 2028.0ne Year of | sr ael 8Octdb@m2024o0n Gaza, 0
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/longform/2024/10/8/gear of-israelswar-on-gazaby-the-numbers

“United Nations Palestine. 2024.fAGaza deat hUnitedl | passe:
Nations,17 December 2024ttps://palestine.un.org/en/286008zadeathtoll-passegt5000un-schootsuffers

new-deadlystrike

79 United Nations Relief and Works Agency, 20RINRWA Situation Report #151 on the Humanitarian Crisis in

the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, including East Jerusd@Becember 2024,
https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unsitaationreport151-situationgazastrip-andwestbankincluding

eastjerusalem
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the conditions ofited including the complete eradication of healthcare and the use of starvation
as a weapon of warimposed by Israel on the Gaza populatfon
The Lancefournal reporttittedi count i ngGahae: deéiafdf i eoul t but €
harrowingly notesficollecting data is becoming increasingly difficult for the Gaza Health
Ministry due to the destructiosf much of the infrastructued’. Published on the 19 June 2024,
when at least 37,396 Palestinians in Gaza had been killed by Israel, mesteatihers in
counting the Palestiniands ki | fipaplgaconservatieer ms o f
estimate of four indirect deaths per one direct death to the 37 396 deaths tepottedl t he ext e
t h at is nofiimplausible to estimate that up to 186000 or even more deaths could be attributable
to the current conflict in Gaz#. In Gaza, a strip only 4kilometreslong, there ar@ow 29
unmarked, mass gravésat EureMed Human Rights Monitor was able to map, and there are
over 120 newly established, unregulated mass graves in the Gaza Strip, the majority of which
remain undocumented as they are distributed across residential neighboutimottsyds of
homes, yards of hospitals, schools, streets, sports fields, mosdies etc
As of 12 December 2024, 1,900,000 Palestinians have been displaced in Gaza (that is 90
percent of the populatioff) wi t h many having fAbeen displaced

moreo due to I|Israel 6s ®fslur c®a s avasasii@wvofiAugustAli o n
there were 30,000 to 34,000 people per sgkifmmetre®®. Whereas 500 trucks entered Gaza
before this war, on a daily basis, which O0kep

this Israeli onslaught only 76 humanitarian trucks enter the Strip to sustain a population of 2.3
million®”. In the North of Gaza, sinéeOctober 2024, Israel escalated what was already a brutal
andannihilatoryv i ol ence, and where starvation is used
had not entered for more than 13 months forcing Palestinians to resort to burning waste for

cooking purposes®. As ofthe2December 2024, nearly @A70,000 Pa
northern Gaza face starvation, extermination in one of the largest genocidal campaigns in

80 United Nations Relief and Works Agency, 20RNRWA Situation Report #151 on the Humanitarian Crisis in
the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, including East Jerusd@Becember 2024,
https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unsitaationreport151-situationgazastrip-andwestbankincluding
eastjerusalem

81Khati b, Rasha, Martin McKee, and Salim YusufThe2024. #
Lancet, vol. 404 (2024): 237https://doi.org/10.1016/s0146/36(24)0116SB

82 |bid.

8AUnmar ked mass ¢gr aBumdlediHomanh Rights Banimbs Septembier2024,
https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/6469/Unmarkess sgravesin-GazaduringIsrael%27sgenocide
%280ctobe2023--Septembel024%29

84 United Nations Relief and Works Agency, 20RINRWA Situation Report #151 on the Humanitarian Crisis in
the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, including East Jerusd@Becember 2024,
https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unsitationreport151-situationgazastrip-andwestbankincluding
eastjerusalem

%A How a year of war has dev abBotterswithbut Bandersl DNovembe2024, i an i nf |
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/hgearwar-hasdevastatedjazascivilian-infrastructure

86 |bid.

87 |bid.

88 United Nations Relief and Works Agency, 202MRWA Situation Report #151 on the Humanitarian Crisis in the
Gaza Strip and the West Bank, including East Jerusdl2ibecember 2024,
https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unsitaationreport151-situationgazastrip-andwestbankincluding

eastjerusalem
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modern 8i Btesriyged by I srael in the north, Gaz
they have run out of all typessomdparfsofthd and | a
North Gaza governorate have been under a tightened siege for over &0. dmcess remains

extremely challenging and attempts to deliver aid into these besiegedsgrea&nted, leaving

between 65,000 and 75,000 people without access to food, water, electricity or reliable

healthcare, as ass casualty incidents continaied fihospitals are barely functioning amid severe
supply shortages *andoct@oisndg alves bieleint iid ®0 c e d
without anaesthesia, treat mass crush and burn injuries with extremely limited sapyligy,

to work as Israeli forces have repeatedly besieged hospitals like Nasser@nid AR, Mass

graves were uncovered at the Nasser Hospital in April 2024, where more than 300 bodies were

found, and more bodies were foundatAh i f a Hospi t al (Gazabs | arge:
two-week Israeli siege onthe hospiftaHos pi t al s become a key target
fturned from a place of healing into a massive

hands tied and s%®ripped of their clotheso
Hesitation to take decisive action against
and campaign of genocidlehe refusal to take actidkns er ves as a tacit appro
plausible crimes of genocide against Palestinians, also facilitatthgsaalating the onslaught to
continue unabated into its ®Bnonth and demonstrates a reprehensible disregard for the lives
and dignity of Palestiniané&s argued here, oWniversityd s f i n a n ¢ i &dth direotv e st me n
andindiredd i n | s r a e hfrdstructore rhakes @ntarygled wittwar crimesperpetrated
by the State of Israel against the coloniBedestinian populatiomheseinclude(butarenot
limited to): the targeting of civilians in designated humanitarian zonetaripeted Killingof
journalists;the targeted killing of medical staff; the targeted killing of academics and scholars,
the use of indiscriminate weapons; data collection on civilians; the destruction of schools and
universities; the destruction of medical institutions and the targeting of healthcare staff; the mass
arrests of civilians, including children; and the usse{ual wolence, rape, and torture in Israeli
prisons.
The Universityodos ties includeinAnt@aaonandhr e not
Alphabet Ing(parent holding company of Googl®oth companies are partners of Project
Nimbus, a $1.2 billion cloud partnership with Idéadoth government and military, including

897/ 7 0 t hRalessnéansdrapped in northern Gaza face starvation, extermination in one of the largest genocidal
campaigns i n HuooMedHomatRights Moniyg Decembe
2024nttps://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/6558tA@usanePalestiniangrappedin-northernGazaface
starvationexterminationin-oneof-the-largestgenocidalcampaignsan-modernrhistory

90 |pid.

91 United Nations Relief and Works Agency, 20RNRWA Situation Report #151 on the Humanitarian Crisis in

the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, including East Jerusd@Becember 2024,
https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unsitaiationreport151-situationgazastrip-andwestbankincluding

eastjerusalem

2AHow a year of war has dev abBocterswethbut Bordersl DNovemben2024,i an i nf |
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/hgaarwar-hasdevastatedjazascivilian-infrastructure
®AUncovering of mass grave at Gaz aAlazeekg24Apré2024Hos pi t al :
https://lwww.aljazeera.com/news/2024/4/24/uncovealmassgraveat-gazasnasserhospitatwhatyouneedto-

know
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for technologies used in the occupied Palestinian Territbndsich implicate the two
companies in egregiodmuman rightsand international lawiolations.With all universtiesin
Gaza destroyedndthousands oftadentsand staff killed, studen@ndstaff at UoEhave
repeatedly raised these isseésomplicit investmentsvith the UoE administration and the
Edinburgh University Student Association (EUSA)gIng UoE to cease all investments and
partnerships in Israeli war crimes, in line with bb#sic human rights andternational lawJN
standardsandd ue di | i genc e 'PustamakElityand 8ocial Respoosibilitys

Policy®®.

1.3 The Uo E bemtanglement in Palestinian Genocide through its InvestmentsThe
preliminary research of October 2023

Thestafst udent community investigated Ueek&8s fina
academig/ears.UoE might dispute these figures and list of compaga#kough itdid not do so

when interviewed by themedia about investments). Figures and companies were updated

based on UoE®&6s disclosure of investments. This se.
emerging from the first research carried out by students and staff. The next sections will add the

details and analysis which emerged throughout the academic year, carried out by students and

staff as part of the community mobilisation.

InlateOct ober 2023, EUJPS published its resear
i nv e s tTmtheUnisersily of Edinburgh: a Call to Divest from Israeli Apartbeida | ongsi de
a petition for divestment that amassed o&®signature®. The report, based on tienuary
2023 Investment Portfolj@utlined the over £39 millionnvested by UoEn companies which
support thenfrastructure of Israeliegime of colonisatiomgpartheidand human rights violations
in Palestin&. These investments fall broadly into two (related) categdrieestments
supporting Israeli settler infrastructuaad investments supporting Israeli military infrastructure.

%See Part 111l for the discussion on, and review of, th
students, staff and the administration.

%6 EUJPS, 2023. To the University of Edinburgh: a Call to Divest from Israeli Apartheid. October 2023: 1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mexJa_NeQV47SDoCqyGQ500acpsgaYU/view?usp=sharing

97 Finance: University of Edinburgh, 2023niversity of Edinburgh Endowment and Investment Fund: List of

Investment$ January 2023(University of Edinburgh31 January 2023https://uoe
finance.ed.ac.uk/sites/default/files/20@4/List%200f%20Investments%2820January%202023.pdf
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https://uoe-finance.ed.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2024-07/List%20of%20Investments%20-%20January%202023.pdf
https://uoe-finance.ed.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2024-07/List%20of%20Investments%20-%20January%202023.pdf

Theresearch outlines the impact of investmesmtder the first categoygontravening the ICC

Statute, committing crimes against humanity (Article 7) and war crimes (Article 8). These crimes
are applied but not limited to the enforcemengpértheid in all territories under military rule of
Israel(West Bank, Gaza, and Palestinians in Israeli territories) exacerbated by settlement
expansion, pogroms, the murder of Palestinians in the West Bank by the IDF and settlers, large
scale devastation of historical Palestinian lands, the administrativeidetentler military

Court, torture and inhumane treatment of Palestinian political pristners

E UJ Re&déarch antep o r Tio the Wniversity of Edinburgh: a Call to Divest from Israeli

Companies profit
from war, settlement

enable crimes of apartheid, genocide Support IOF and settlement expansion
via military and
financial support

Apartheid®® was completedvithin the first® days of | sr &aeyholes war on G

Figure 7: Mind Map illustrating the
entanglement of UoE funds in compan
which facilitate and profit off Israeli
settlercolonialism, from EUJPS "A Call
to Divest, page 4.

AFor these students, it is clear that the
the recent events demonstrate genocidal intent, and that the list of martyrs published on

the 260ctober 2023 is clear proof of genocidal policy. In 20 days officially 7,028
Palestinians have been murdered, including 2,913 children (41.4 % of the martyrs). This
number does not include unconfirmed deaths under the civil registry, especially the
Palestnians dead under the rubble, estimated 10 daysoaigoltide a futher 1,000

livesot©®,

1.3.1Indirect Investments

Blackrock1%%: The University (based on research up to 26/10/2023) holds shares of

approximately 30 million pounds in BlackRock, through which it finances the daily massacres

carried out by the Israeli Air Force in Gaza. As a shareholder, the University contributes to
BackRockdés investments in Lockheed Martin and
companies supplyinthe Israeli militarywi t h advanced weapons systems
in Lockheed Martin total to over 7 billion pounds; this corresponds to 17, 834, 881 shares at a

%Al srael 6s Apartheid Against Palestinians: Amnestyruel sys
International,1 February2022,https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/02/israptrtheidagainst
palestiniansa-cruetsystemof-dominationanda-crime-againsthumanity/

99 EUJPS, 2023. To the University of Edinburgh: a Call to Divest from Israeli Apartheid. October 2023: 1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mexJa_NeQV47SDoCqyGQ500acpsgaYU/view?usp=sharing

1001bid, p. 7.

1011bid, p. 89
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mexJa_NeQV47SDoCqyGQ5oOacpsgaYU/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/02/israels-apartheid-against-palestinians-a-cruel-system-of-domination-and-a-crime-against-humanity/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/02/israels-apartheid-against-palestinians-a-cruel-system-of-domination-and-a-crime-against-humanity/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mexJa_NeQV47SDoCqyGQ5oOacpsgaYU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mexJa_NeQV47SDoCqyGQ5oOacpsgaYU/view?usp=sharing
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/02/israels-apartheid-against-palestinians-a-cruel-system-of-domination-and-a-crime-against-humanity/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/02/israels-apartheid-against-palestinians-a-cruel-system-of-domination-and-a-crime-against-humanity/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mexJa_NeQV47SDoCqyGQ5oOacpsgaYU/view?usp=sharing

value of$ 445.97 per share. Lockheed Martin openly boasts about its substantial military and

financial contributions to the IOF and associated industries. These contributions include: The
provision of 50 advanced®#5 Li ghtning | | f i gHhrheseradvanced gtmed &6 A
are used daily to indiscriminately massacre civilians in Gaza. The provision of advanced

Multiple Rocket Launch Systems, with accompanying guidance systems, used by the Israeli

artillery in shelling of Gaza. Collaboration vkowith the Israeli military industry, totalling over

4 billion pounds in value. These collaborations include the manufacture of parts for fighter jets,

and industrial cooperation with Israeli arms companies such as Elbit systems.

BlackRock holdings in Northrop Grumman are similarly immense, at over 4 billion pounds; this
corresponds to 9, 687, 911 shares at a current value of 477.78 $ per share (as of 26/10/2023). A
manufacturer of multiple weapons and massveillance systems u$éy Israel to enforce

apartheid, Northrop Grumman is also one of the greatest profiteers from war. Indeed, damning
evidence of both Lockheed Magmfiteerimgcan baglednediNor t hr
from a glance at share prices in the companiesttregast month.

On the first trading day following October, both Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman

stocks were up 10% and 16% respectivAlythese inflows make their way from war to
University funds, they deepen the Universityo
crimes being committed in Gaza.

1.3.2Direct Investments:

Amazont% The University of Edinburgh holds over 316llion pounds in Amazon, which is
usedtosuppohAmazonédés investments in |Israel. I n 2021
Google finalised Project Nimbus with the Israeli Government. This deal is a 1.2 billion dollar

contract to provide cloud services for the Israeli public sector, mainly benefitingdeé Is

Defense Forces (IDEY,

Amazoné6és significant investments in |Israel ha
l nternati onal report dubbed Aautomated aparth
investment in Israel until 2037, along with an extension of its web ser@égmrticular concern

is Amazon Web Services (AWS) which empowers |
Packo program that wuses faci al recognition an
collect data on Palestinians.

Amazonb6s deepening connections with Israel ha
Aerospace Industries (IAl),61 which now implements autonomous -saolpers" and drones in

102EUJPS, 2023. To the University of Edinburgh: a Call to Divest from Israeli Apartheid. October 2023: 9,
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mexJa_NeQV47SDoCqyGQ500acpsgaYU/lview?usp=sharing

103The Project Nimbus contract (Amazon and Alphabet Inc.) with Israel, whichdidegly invests in, is further
elaborated on in Section 4.5 of this chapter (Part I).
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Gaza and the occupied West Bank. I't should be
(should) regulate companies domiciled in their jurisdiction to ensure they do not provide any
surveillance technology that can be used by Israel to maintajpaitthaid system over the

Palestinians... including the maintenance of illegal settlements in occupied teltftoriis
highlights the Universityodos duty to divest fr
including technological infrastructure.

Booking.cont The official record of investments published by the University lists holdings in
Booking.com valued at £2,623,711. Accordingite UN OCHA, Booking.com operates in

illegal settlements in the West Barilhese operations include the advertisement of properties in
settlements for tourism and for sale. This constitutes a meaningful contribution thdoth
economy and the legitimacy of these settlements, in contravention of international law. By
easing, encouraging, and benefiting from access to settlements, Booking.com is perpetrating
settlement expansion. By holding stocks in Booking.com, the Uniyesdiioth funding and
profiting from settlercolonialism. In 2022, Booking.com even included warnings on some of the
listing of illegal settlements in the West Bank of Occupied Palestinian. The warnings included
phrases such as "high risk to safety and to human rights" along with the term "occupied".

Despitethe UN blacklist, as of Oct 2023 Booking.com UoE continued to invest in it (see next

section for updates, thégniversitydivested at a later stage after student and staff pegss

University withdrawal from Booking.cowmou |l d have been compatible w
own Responsible Investment Poli®. Indeed the policy e qui res that the Univ
significant, sustainable and socially respons
and also stipulates that ACourt has endorsed
areain whichtheUnar si t y s h ol litdurtherqgoes onmowdesasribedesponsible

i nvest ment as, fAan investment approach that e
environmental, social and governance factors... It recognises that the generatiortefmong

sustainable returns is depenten stable, welfunctioning and well governed social,
environmental and economic systemso

EUUDPSO6 resear ch docume ndby sty doula onlthiedspgonsidle t i on c o
Investment Polic}P® because of themmbiguous terms of referendes questioned by EUJPS:

104EUJPS, 2023. To the University of Edinburgh: a Call to Divest from Israeli Apartheid. October 2023: 9,
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mexJa_NeQV47SDoCqyGQ500acpsgaYU/view?usp=sharing

105 University of Edinburgh: SustainabilitiResponsible Investment Policyniversity of Edinburgh, 2016),-3,
https://sustainability.ed.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2024
10/Responsible%20Investment%20Policy%20Statement%20%282016%{FARE login required]

also available as pdf without [EASE login]:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YbBdYnDX5QMV1IrKVb4JINcNuOMBQnw/view?usp=sharing

106 |pid., p. 1.

107 |bid.

108 |pid.
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https://www.amnesty.org.uk/un-exposes-companies-involved-israeli-settlements-and-why-it-matters
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/un-exposes-companies-involved-israeli-settlements-and-why-it-matters
https://sustainability.ed.ac.uk/operations/responsible-investment
https://sustainability.ed.ac.uk/operations/responsible-investment
https://sustainability.ed.ac.uk/operations/responsible-investment
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mexJa_NeQV47SDoCqyGQ5oOacpsgaYU/view?usp=sharing
https://sustainability.ed.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2024-10/Responsible%20Investment%20Policy%20Statement%20%282016%29.pdf
https://sustainability.ed.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2024-10/Responsible%20Investment%20Policy%20Statement%20%282016%29.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YbBdYnDX5QMV1IrKVb4JNcNu0Mn-6Qnw/view?usp=sharing

AWe ask the University: rela@ptoniss bfi ®ewsti ai ryah
contribution (via
l nvestment) in companies operating in West

AWe ask the Univer si tlgandEB®fighteojets finamdedbyo nsi de

Black-

Rock and provided to the IOF by Lockhaddrtin and Northrop Grumman to be
controversial ar mament s?o

AWe ask the University: do ya@werrmeednsi der ap

syst éms ?0

On5NovemberEUJ PS | aunched its 6Divestment Campaighn
your tuition frelehlse sfeu nadr e einmovwd dter?ednt s i n war ar
divestment campaign, explaintaithe Student Newspapét During this week members of

EUJPS and other concerned students would arrive early to the lecture and take the podium to

briefly educate their classmates and spread the word about the divestment petition.

TendayslatetUJ PSO6 f i rst of f i c Bemibr Leadersmpasattemated. Tiher s wi t
document and petition for divestment was sent to \Xbhancellorand PrincipaMathieson
highlighting theUniversid s c ol oni al [Wikgacymthgpresentd Bal f our

1.4 Community Mobilisation on Campus Divestmentin Action

On11O0ctober 2023, JPS held its first protest of the academic wended by students, staff,

and community members. Two days latbg ViceChancellor and Principahddresse the

Uni ver si t ylsracbaminbazaiatmgssaie to everyone in our University comiunity
reminding all students and staff dfo E fugport for thel1 October UUK statememthich

warns of any opinion or belief that signals support for Hamas as a criminal offence under the
Terrorism Act (20000 In a context in which every sign of support to Palestinian self
determination was equated with being fipro Ham
environment created by thén i v e radoptibnyoidtree IHRANorking Definition of

Antisemitism The International Holocaust Remambrance Alliance definition of antiserditism

which has been criticised by the most prominent scholars and scholarly organisations in Jewish,
Holocaust and Palestine studiescludes examples that instrumentally conflatalerl 6 s st at e

19 EUJPS, 2023. To the University of Edinburgh: a Call to Divest from Israeli Apartheid. October 2023: 11,
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mexJa_NeQV47SDoCgyGQ500acpsgaYU/view?usp=sharing

MWHol den, Jude. 2023. A6These are investments in war an
e x p | aThe gtubént Newspapéiversity of Edinburghhttps://thestudentnews.co.uk/2024/02/17 /trese
investmentdn-war-andweaponrythe-eujpsdivestmentcampaigrexplained/

H1UoEPrincipalandViceChancel | or. 2023. #fAlsrael and Gaza: a messa
communi ty. To: AlUhiversity of Ednburgkl3 Qciolker 28 23hdtds f/ndailings.ed.ac.uk/t/273U
172784729011E72225D1E5ZIK0ZJ471E80379DB0OD9C7/cr.aspx
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https://thestudentnews.co.uk/2024/02/17/these-are-investments-in-war-and-weaponry-the-eujps-divestment-campaign-explained/
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https://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/latest/news/uuk-statements-and-resources-related?dm_t=0%2C0%2C0%2C0%2C0&utm_campaign=3321940_Israel%20and%20Gaza&utm_medium=email&utm_source=University%20of%20Edinburgh
https://equality-diversity.ed.ac.uk/respect/antisemitism
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mexJa_NeQV47SDoCqyGQ5oOacpsgaYU/view?usp=sharing
https://thestudentnews.co.uk/2024/02/17/these-are-investments-in-war-and-weaponry-the-eujps-divestment-campaign-explained/
https://thestudentnews.co.uk/2024/02/17/these-are-investments-in-war-and-weaponry-the-eujps-divestment-campaign-explained/
https://mailings.ed.ac.uk/t/27JU-1Z784-729011E72225D1E5ZIK0ZJ471E80379DB0D9C7/cr.aspx
https://mailings.ed.ac.uk/t/27JU-1Z784-729011E72225D1E5ZIK0ZJ471E80379DB0D9C7/cr.aspx

policies of racial discrimination a§§Xdtwasst t he
adopted i2020without consultation with relevant staff and student groitpganslatesan
essentiabed understanding of Jewish identitythelsraelistate The definition has beedopted
by UoEasfoundationadocumento handle instances of staff and student antisemitism on
campust®*The intent of the | HRAgrmativh discipinfgunct i ons a
frameworko is to fisilence, intimidate and har
colonial | ogi c &“B(t8tESenioriLeadebstignor@d@h2 dohcerns raised by
students andtaff about the definition and their requests for itsadoption.**®

After the Oct 11" rally, protests on campus continued weekly, sometimes several times
per week, with growing police presence. JPS alongside other stedegroups and community
wide solidarity groups began to also lead these protests, which then developed into walkouts and
sit-ins. On17 November a library siin took place with over 300 protestaralling for a
ceasefiré!®,

U"EFuropean Legal Suport Centre British Society for Midd
Freedom in UK Higher Education: The Adverse Impact of IHRA Definition of Antisemitism.
https://lwww.brismes.ac.uk/files/documents/Freedom%200f%20Spe@eamdZ20Academic%20Freedom%20in%
20UK%20Higher%20EducatieBRISMESELSC.pdf

WBAHandl i ng Al Il egati$toatse Egalitid Biversity & iImdlusian:sRespect at Edinburgh,

University of Edinburgh6 March 2024 https://equalitydiversity.ed.ac.uk/respect/antisemitism

“Sheehi, Lara. 2024. #Alntent to HarMmiddleExs Critiqug383):Col oni al
419434.d0i:10.1080/19436149.2024.2348373.
The National. AEdinburgh University row2@aneary def i ni ti

2022.https://www.thenational.scot/news/19860297.edinbigiversity-row-definition-antisemitisrradopted
institution/

L8 EUJPS, 2024 Call Upon You(Glasgow Zine Library Collection),
https://gzlarchive.omeka.net/items/show/32045
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Another email sent by the Vice Principal
Students and Deputy Secretary Students is addressed to
all studentdsrael and Palestine: a safe and respectful
campusfollowing the sitin'’. The two senior leaders
framed the multracial and multreligious pre
ceasefire sith as something that might make the UoE
communi ty fAthr edhitswaséolbbwelnd scar ed?o
by a massemail campaign responding to the
administration. An excerpt frodPS responseads

Figure9Uo E6s response to it -igdan
reconstructed by EUJPS in their ZitieCall Upon You",

fiFraming Palestinian protests as
threatening not only distracts from the
coreissueour Universityos
complicity in grave human rights
violations- but also misrepresents the
peaceful nature of the protest [...]
While we acknowledge discomfort
may arise from discussions on critical
issues, we firmly assert that such
discomfort should not justify
suppressing discussions. Allowing
privileged discomfort to dictate the
boundaries of expression perpetuates
injustice and impedes the ability to
address systemjgr o b I''& ms 0

Figure 8: Photos and collage of Main Library sit in as reconstructed
EUJPS in their Zing] Call Upon You'".

17UoE VicePr i nci pal Students and Deputy Secretary. 2023. ql

To: Al | Usitersity effiedinburgh?1 November 2023xttps://mailings.ed.ac.uk/t/27 17 FBD-
729011E72225D1E5Z1K0Z2J471E80379DB0ODI9C7/cr.aspx
WBEUJPS (@eu_jps), AOur Protests are Not Threatening! R

Instagram23 November 2023,
https://www.instagram.com/p/COAC9t9IR9R/?img_index=3&igsh=MWtocGVjdXNweXIndQ%3D%3D
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