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1 Note that Appendix 3 should be read in conjunction with the main report, entitled óDecolonised Transformations: 

Confronting the University of Edinburghôs History and Legacies of Enslavement and Colonialismô (2025).  
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Part I  
 

1. Race, Settler Colonialism and The Question of 
Palestine2 

 

The Balfour Declaration, produced and signed in 1917 by Arthur James Balfour, inaugurated a 

century long racial project of imperialism and settler colonialism inside of Palestine. As such, it 

has come to be recognised as a constitutive moment of settler colonialism and race-making in the 

region. As scholars of Palestine and Israel have insisted, we might understand this legacy of 

race-making beginning not with what is said but what is absented, which operates at the level of 

both form and content. At the level of form, there is a scant official documentation regarding the 

precise origins of the declaration. While there are many competing theories behind its production 

and rationale, Sahar Huneidi has argued that there is a lack of records on the ñhistory of the 

negotiations leading up to the Balfour Declarationò (Huneidi, 33). In fact, when Balfour himself 

was asked for further details around its process, by leading members of the Middle East 

Department of Britainôs Colonial Office (1921-1923), Balfour admitted to ñbad memoryò and 

expressed regret that Sir Mark Sykes had died as he ñhad the whole thing at his finger ends.ò 

(cited in Huneidi, 1998, 33). Given the meticulous and obsessive nature of record keeping under 

the British empire, the dearth of record around the production and process of the declaration 

seems a remarkable omission. The casualness upon which the fate of a people and the 

dispossession of a nation are signed off in a sixty-seven-word memorandum indeed reveals how 

little Palestineôs history and future mattered to British empire and Zionist leaders alike. As put in 

the clearest of racial terms by Edward Said himself, ñ[h]istorically, we have been regarded as a 

population that is essentially disposable.ò (Said 1986, 130).  

 

With respect to content, as a number of historians of Palestine Studies have astutely theorised, 

the most rudimentary denial of Palestinian personhood does not begin with the inception of the 

Israeli state but in the signing of this so-called promise. As Sherene Seikaly (2016) has theorised, 

Palestinian political rights became possible through the signing of the declaration, which came to 

define Palestinians ñby who they were not,ò while rendering an incoming Jewish settler society a 

ñnational homeò with rights as an ñethno-national category in Palestineò (Seikaly 5-6, 2016). Itôs 

of noteworthy interest that, in an earlier draft of this declaration, Balfour goes as far as to declare 

 
2 Parts of this section appear in Vadasaria, Shaira. 2025. ñThe Racial Question of Palestine and the Question of Anti-
Racism in Palestine.ò Journal of Palestine Studies, April, 1ï23. doi:10.1080/0377919X.2025.2488782. 
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Jewish people a Jewish race.3 It was not uncommon for the language of race to feature in 

colonial doctrine. By this time, 19th century racial science had already come to solidify 

taxonomies of racial difference. Ideas about race at this moment were not predicated on biology 

alone but on assumptions about cultural and religious difference ï which came to determine the 

calculus upon which political rights and in particular, rights to sovereignty could be declared and 

the capacity for ómodern progressô determined. This kind of race-thinking and racial discourse 

becomes evidenced further in response to more institutional efforts by Arab delegations to 

reverse the declaration. Britainôs own Colonial Office (in particular, the Middle East Department 

set up in 1921 under the new appointment of colonial secretary, Sir Winston Churchill) thought 

of Palestinians in such derogatory ways that they outright rejected the first Arab delegation to 

discuss the Balfour Declaration, which was set to take place at the Cairo Conference in March 

1921.  

 
In a memorandum published by Sir John Evelyn Shuckburgh, one of the heads of the Middle 

East Department, any reconsideration of the Balfour Declaration is dismissed outright, declaring 

it already a chose jugée. As Sahar Hunedi insists, this critical period during the years leading up 

to the inception of British Mandate might have allowed for the reversibility of the declaration 

had it not been further entrenched by the Middle East Department. In unambiguously racialised 

terms, Shuckburgh responds to the Arab delegation as those that were ña hopeless body to deal 

withévery slow of understandingò and ñOrientalsò who ñwill understand an orderò (cited in 

Huneidi, 1998). Not unlike the treatment of Palestinians under the US empire today, this racially 

infantilising but quintessential imperial discourse highlights just how little intellectual capacity 

the British saw in Palestinians at the time to determine sovereign control of their own 

nation.  This formative iteration of race-thinking became the legal blueprint of what would later 

become the partition plan and settler colonial structure of Israel today, demarcated under UN 

resolution 181. Indeed, 1917 marks a moment whereby the aspirations of Jewish colonisation in 

Palestine is recognised as a viable, lucrative and desired outcome for the British empire and 

Europeôs internal óotherô, the Ashkenazim, despite the detriment it would have on an existing 

Palestinian society (Muslim, Christian and Jewish alike). This juridical framework of erasure 

(Erakat 2019) predicated on ideas about racial difference consequently set in motion a settler 

colonial process for the partitioning of a land based upon these moral, social, and religious 

categories, which took fuller effect thirty years later through the proposed partition plan of the 

UN Resolution 181. It is noteworthy that this resolution was rejected by Palestinian leadership at 

the time and only partially accepted by Zionist leadership who sought further parts of the land, 

which they took by military force resulting in, what is often referred to in Palestinian lexicon as 

the Nakba (ñcatastropheò): the process by which in 1947-1948, 531 Palestinian villages were 

destroyed, 11 urban neighbourhoods were emptied, and 122 Palestinian localities were expelled 

 
3 The earlier draft of the Balfour Declaration is cited in Samuel Landmanôs ñOrigins of the Balfour Declaration: Dr. 
Hertzôs Contributions.ò London: E. Goldston, 1944. Retrieved from the Center for Research Collections, University 
of Edinburgh. 
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at gun point. In total, approximately 750 000 Palestinians were forced to leave their homes and 

villages through methods of massacre and forced displacement (Saôdi and Abu-Lughod 2007, 

Abdo and Masalha 2018). 1917 initiates the beginning of a new racial order in Palestine, 

predicated first and fore on the attempted erasure of Palestinian personhood, their recognition of 

the land rights and rights to self-determination as an Indigenous society. In short, we might read 

this moment as a key moment in the racial formation of settler colonialism in Palestine that sets 

up a century long imperial-settler colonial project in the region, which has caused immeasurable 

death and destruction.   

 

In what follows, we present a set of research materials on Balfour and his racial and imperial 

legacy, collected from the University of Edinburgh Library, Archive and Manuscript Collections; 

the National Library of Scotland; National Records of Scotland;  Balfour in Palestine: Pictures 

and Videos; Contemporary UoE community mobilisation events; and a reconstruction of the 

Divestment Movement. 
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2. UoE and the Question of Palestine: Underpinning 

Archival Research  
 

2a) University of Edinburgh Library, Archive and Manuscript Collections 

 

Allenby, Edmund 

Balfour, Arthur James 

Geddes, Patrick 

History of the UoE 

Newspapers 

Universities of the British Empire 

University Court, Senate and Accounts 

 

2b) National Library of Scotland  

 

Selection on Arthur James Balfour and Edinburgh Imperial University during his 

Chancellorship 

 

2c) National Records of Scotland 

 

Arthur James Balfour, Zionism, Palestine, Middle East 

Arthur James Balfour and Eugenics 

Arthur James Balfour and Scottish Colonisation Scheme 

Arthur James Balfour and Scottish Universities  

 

2d) Balfour in Palestine: Pictures and Videos 

 

Arthur James Balfour in Palestine, 1925 (Library of the Congress, selection)  

Arthur James Balfour in Palestine, 1925 (videos) 

 

2e) A Palestinian Address to Balfour: In honour of truth, memory, and justice ï Dr Salman 

Abu Sittaôs Address to Balfour at the University of Edinburgh on the Centenary of British 

Mandate ï November 2022 

 

2f) Balfourôs archive of gestures: Balfour Reparations 2023-2043 
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2a. UoE Library, Archive and Manuscript Collections4 

 

Allenby, Edmund  

 

Letter declining to stand as University Rector. Identifier: Coll-1158.  

 

Programme for the Rectorial Address of Lord Allenby, 1936. CA2/281/20.  

 

Programme for the Rectorial Address of Lord Allenby, 1936. EUA CA2/212/3.  

 

 
 

Rectorial Elections and Correspondence, Vol I (Field Marshall Allenby, Stanley Baldwin, Earl 

Beatty, Winston Churchill, Lord Cunningham, Alexander Fleming), 1919-1954. Identifier: EUA 

IN1/ADS/SEC/A/7/197.  

 

 
4 We would like to thank Daryl Green (Associate Director, Heritage Collections, Centre for Research Collections), 
Rachel Hosker (University Archivist and Research Collections Manager), and all the staff at CRC for the incredible 
support to the archival research.  We would also like to thank the School of Social and Political Science and the 
College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences for their constant support to the research. 

https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/resources/454
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/3931
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/3593
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/211801
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/211801
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The Student, Edinburgh University Magazine. EUA IN20/PUB.  

Vol XXXII, no. 2, Oct 1935, (Rectorial appointment)  

Vol XXXII, no. 10, May 1936 (Rectorial address) 

 

Wintersgill, Donald, The Rectors of the University of Edinburgh 1859-2000 (Edinburgh: 

Dunedin Academic Press, 2005) 

 

Balfour, Arthur James 

 

The Balfour collection included an anonymous portrait taken down at the beginning of 2024.  

  
 

https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/55667
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Balfour, Arthur James, 1st Earl of Balfour, 1848-1930 (politician and statesman). 

https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/agents/people/289 

 

Border Leicester Ewe, 1870s-1930s. Coll-1434/1739. 

https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/25665 

 

Letter to James Cossar Ewart from Frederick Sydney Parry, 29 June 1899. Coll-14/9/5/28. 

https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/19296 

 

Letter to Arthur James Balfour from Professor Alexander Crum Brown, 04 July 1904. Coll-

14/9/9/70. https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/19571  

 

Letters from Arthur Balfour, 1906-1907. Coll-11/E1. 

https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/201699 

 

Letter to Sir Donald Francis Tovey from Arthur James Balfour, 02 May 1907. Coll-

411/1/1/L711.  

https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22169 

 

Letter to James Cossar Ewart from Arthur James Balfour, 12 June 1912. Identifier: Coll-

14/9/18/42. https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/20118 

 

Letter to Sir Donald Francis Tovey from Arthur James Balfour, 20 February 1918. Coll-

411/1/1/L712.  https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22170 

 

Letter to James Cossar Ewart from Arthur James Balfour, 1st Earl of Balfour, 02 January 1920. 

Identifier: Coll-14/9/26/1. 

https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/20327 

 

Letter to Sir Donald Francis Tovey from Arthur James Balfour, 12 January 1927. Coll-

411/1/1/L713. https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22171 

 

Letter to Sir Donald Francis Tovey from Arthur James Balfour, 14 January 1927. Coll-

411/1/1/L714. https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22172 

 

Letter to Sir Donald Francis Tovey from A. Balfour, 26 October 1927. Coll-411/1/1/L716. 

https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22174 

 

Letter to Sir Donald Francis Tovey from Arthur James Balfour, 16 February 1929. Coll-

411/1/1/L715. https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22173 

Letter to Sir Donald Francis Tovey from Betty Balfour, 01 April 1930. Coll-411/1/1/L723. 

https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22181 

https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/agents/people/289
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/25665
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/19296
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/19571
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/201699
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22169
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/20118
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22170
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/20327
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22171
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22172
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22174
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22173
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22181
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Letter to Sir Donald Francis Tovey from Betty Balfour, 14 June 1931. Coll-411/1/1/L724. 

https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22182 

 

Letter to Sir Donald Francis Tovey from Arthur James Balfour, 02 February 1935. Coll-

411/1/1/L717. https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22175 

 

The Student, Edinburgh University Magazine. EUA IN20/PUB. Vol XIX, no. 7, 1 March 1923 

(War memorial) 

 

 

 

 
 

The Student, Edinburgh University Magazine. EUA IN20/PUB.  April 1930 (editor obituary for 

Balfour, celebrating the ñPalestinian Note) 

 

https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22182
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/22175
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/55667
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/55667
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History of UoE 

 

Logan Turner, History of the University of Edinburgh, 1883-1933 (Edinburgh, 1933) 

 

University of Edinburgh Journal. EUA.P.5. 

 

Geddes, Patrick  

 

Official UoE page. https://www.ed.ac.uk/about/people/plaques/geddes 

 

Patrick Geddes Collection. Coll-1167.  

 

The Cities and Town Planning Exhibitions, 1831 ï 1917. Coll-1167/A 

 

Patrick Geddes in India, 1869-1924. Coll-1167/G. 

 

Patrick Geddes in Palestine (including planning of Hebrew University and colonies), 1910-1925. 

Coll-1167/H. 

 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/about/people/plaques/geddes
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/resources/85270
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/169459
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/189493
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/189494
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Patrick Geddes in the Middle East (including skull measurements), c. 1877 ï 1919. Coll-1167/I. 

 

 
 

Geddes Related Material, 1870-1990. Coll-1167/K. 

 

https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/189495
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/189497
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Newspapers (Arthur James Balfour, Patrick Geddes, Edmund Allenby, UoE and empire, 

racial thinking)  

 

The Scotsman, 1891-1936 

Manchester Guardian, 1891-1936 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Universities of the British Empire 

 
The Empire Review. London. Official Report of the Allied Colonial Universities. vol VI, 1904. 

 

https://discovered.ed.ac.uk/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma9923853759802466&context=L&vid=44UOE_INST:44UOE_VU2&lang=en&search_scope=UoE&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=Everything&query=any,contains,scotsman&offset=0
https://discovered.ed.ac.uk/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma9923850368702466&context=L&vid=44UOE_INST:44UOE_VU2&lang=en&search_scope=UoE&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=Everything&query=any,contains,Manchester%20guardian&offset=0
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Universities Bureau of the British Empire., and Universities Bureau of the British Empire. 

ñSecond Congress of the Universities of the Empire, 1921.: Report of Proceedings.ò London: G. 

Bell and Sons, 1921  

 

Universities Bureau of the British Empire, ñThird Congress of the Universities of the Empire, 

1926: Report of Proceedingsò London: G. Bell, 1926. 

 

Universities Bureau of the British Empire, ñFourth Congress of the Universities of the Empire, 

1931: Report of Proceedings.ò London: Pub. for the Universities Bureau of the British Empire by 

G. Bell and Sons, 1931 

 

Universities Bureau of the British Empire, ñFifth Quinquennial Congress of the Universities of 

the Empire, 1931: Report of Proceedings.ò London: Pub. for the Universities Bureau of the 

British Empire by G. Bell and Sons, 1936 
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University Court and Senate 

 

UoE, Minutes of the University Court, 1885-1935. EUA IN1/GOV/CRT/MIN 

 
UoE, Senatus Academicus, 1885-1935. EUA IN1/GOV/SEN.  

 

https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/17096
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/17075
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UoE, University Accounts, 1885-1935, EUA IN1. 

 

 
 

 

2b. National Library of Scotland 

 

https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/resources/85261
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Selection on Arthur James Balfour and Edinburgh Imperial University during his 

Chancellorship 

 

 

Balfour, Arthur James. Correspondence and papers concerning the National Demonstration in 

Scotland, in honour of Arthur James Balfour. Acc.6033/1-3 

 

Balfour, Arthur James. Letter to William Blackwood., 1886. MS.30051, folios 236-237 

 

Balfour, Arthur James. Manuscript Notes on Envelopes for Gifford Lectures, 1914. Glasgow; 

University of Glasgow, 1914. Print. Gifford Lectures; 1914. 

 

Balfour, Arthur James and John Buchan. 31 letters of John Buchan to Lord Beaverbrook. 

Acc.7006 (with letter, 1918, of A J Balfour to Beaverbrook, concerning Buchan, former imperial 

administrator in South Africa, then imperial governor of Canada and Chancellor at the University 

of Edinburgh in 1936). 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://manuscripts.nls.uk/repositories/2/resources/9238
https://manuscripts.nls.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/32252
https://manuscripts.nls.uk/repositories/2/resources/10177
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Munro, James, and University of Edinburgh. Empire, Democracy and the University: Inaugural 

Address to the Class of Colonial and Indian History, 10 October 1912. Edinburgh; London: 

Oliver & Boyd, 1912. Print. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2c. National Records of Scotland 
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Arthur James Balfour, Zionism, Palestine, Middle East (selection) 

 

Bound volume of copy letters made by Lady Betty Balfour, interspersed with some originals 

(1925). Balfouria. GD433/2/373  

 

Bound volume of copy letters made by Lady Betty Balfour, interspersed with some originals 

(1917). GD433/2/360. 

 

Correspondence on Zionism; mandate for Palestine and question of frontiers (1919-1922). 

GD433/2/5/27-69. 

 

  
 

Letter from Lloyd George to Kerr commenting on and asking Kerr to see the Foreign Secretary. 

GD40/17/1164. 

 

Middle East (1917-1929). GD40/17/41. GD40/17/38. GD40/17/39. GD40/17/40. GD40/17/41. 

GD433/2/2. 

 

Miscellaneous letters to A J Balfour. With some copy replies (1920-1925). Jerusalem. 

GD433/2/25. 

 

Miscellaneous letters mainly to A J Balfour on Zionism (1919-1929). GD433/2/9. 
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Papers relating to proposal to assist Zionist policy in Palestine by a loan negotiated through the 

League of Nations or otherwise (1928). GD433/2/5/70-83. 

 

 
 

 

Photograph of AJB with many others in Palestine (including visit to the colonies and Balfouria). 

GD433/2/475. 
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Press cuttings and photographs of A J Balfour on his visit to Palestine where he opened the new 

Hebrew University in Jerusalem. GD433/2/222/1.   

 

 
 

Arthur James Balfour and Eugenics 

 

Miscellaneous letters to A J Balfour. With some copy replies. GD433/2/25. 
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Arthur James Balfour and Scottish Colonisation 

 

Emigration files. Colonisation Scheme established under the auspices of Lord Balfour (1885). 

AF51. 

 

 
 

Arthur James Balfour and Scottish Universities (selection) 

 

Bound volume of copy letters made by Lady Betty Balfour, interspersed with some originals 

(University of Edinburgh). GD433/2/333. 

 

Letters (1923-1929). GD433/2/293. 

 

Letters and papers of A J Balfour (1892). GD433/2/68. 
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Letters from government departments, MPs and members of the House of Lords to A J Balfour 

(1919-1928). GD433/2/24. 

 

Letters to A J Balfour (University of Edinburgh, 1873-1893). GD433/2/35. 

 

Miscellaneous correspondence addressed to A J Balfour (University of Edinburgh, 1887-1893). 

GD433/2/34/1. 

 

Photocopies of papers mainly concerning the establishment of the Carnegie Trust for the 

Universities of Scotland. GD1/1217/1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2d. Pictures and Videos  
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Arthur James Balfour in Palestine, 1925 (Library of the Congress, selection) 

 

Balfour at Jewish colonies a. LC-M32- 13876.  

 

Balfour at Jewish colonies b. LC-M32- 13880.  

 

Balfour at Jewish colonies c. LC-M32- 13878.  

 

Balfour at Jewish colonies d. LC-M32- 13883. 

 
 

Balfour visit a. LC-M32- 52445. 

 

Balfour visit b. LC-M32- 52457-x. 

 

Copy of front page of Arab newspaper on Lord Balfour's arrival. LC-M32- 52446-x. 

 

Hebrew University and Lord Balfour's visit. Arab protest; shops closed. LC-M32- B-435.  

 

Hebrew University and Lord Balfour's visit. Arab protest; black flags displayed. LC-M32- B-

436.  

 

https://www.loc.gov/item/2019695045/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019695049/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019695047/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019695052/
https://www.loc.gov/resource/matpc.10354/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019701577/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019701580/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019697070/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019696987/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019696987/
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Hebrew University and Lord Balfour's visit. Laying foundation stone of Hebrew University. LC-

M31- B-427. 

 

 
 

Hebrew University and Lord Balfour's visit. Lord Balfour declaring University open. LC-M32- 

52457-x.  

 

Hebrew University and Lord Balfour's visit. Lord Allenby, Lord Balfour and Sir Herbert Samuel. 

LC-M32- B-430.  

 

Hebrew University and Lord Balfour's visit. Opening of the Hebrew University. LC-M32- B-

431. 

 

Lord Balfour in Jerusalem. LC-M36- 890.  

 

 
 

Arthur James Balfour in Palestine, 1925 (videos) 

 

Earl Balfour leaves for Jerusalem (1925, Reuters, British Pathé) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XI4vy6NgEGQ 

https://www.loc.gov/item/2019691435/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019691435/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019701577/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019701577/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019696983/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019696984/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019696984/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019698829/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XI4vy6NgEGQ
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Earl Balfour Jerusalem (1925, British Pathé) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UJGI-IaPYik  

 

Earl Balfour attends ceremonies in Jerusalem (1925, Reuters, British Pathé) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWqcoijbj6k  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Community Events  
 

3a. A Palestinian Address to Balfour: In honour of truth, memory, and justice 

ï Dr Salman Abu Sittaôs Address to Balfour at the University of Edinburgh 

on the Centenary of British Mandate ï November 2022 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UJGI-IaPYik
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWqcoijbj6k
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Salman Abu Sitta is the founder and president of the Palestine Land Society, London, 

dedicated to the documentation of Palestineôs land and People. He is the author of six books 

on Palestine including the compendium ñAtlas of Palestine 1917-1966,ò English and Arabic 

editions, the ñAtlas of the Return Journeyò and over 300 papers and articles on the 

Palestinian refugees, the Right of Return, and the history of al Nakba and human rights. He is 

credited with extensive documentation and mapping of Palestineôs land and people over 40 

years. His widely acclaimed memoir ñMapping my Returnò describes his life in Palestine and 

his long struggle as a refugee to return home. 

 

Full Recording Published by the Council for British Research in the Levant and Cross-

Published by Palestine Land Society: https://youtu.be/YRVMHNTeb58 

 

The following speech was given on 8 November 2022 at the University of Edinburgh. The 

event was co-organised by RACE.ED ï a cross-University network concerned with race, 

racialisation and decolonial studies at the University of Edinburgh and the Kenyon Institute, 

CBRL ï Jerusalem. It was sponsored by Identities: Global Studies in Culture and Power, 

Institute of Advanced Studies in the Humanities (IASH), Centre for Research Collection 

(CRC), History, Sociology, Politics and International Relations Middle East Research Group 

(PIR-MERG), and Islamic and Middle East Studies (IMES). 

 

 
3b. Balfourôs afterlife: Balfour Reparations 2023-2043 

 

On 14 December 2023, Dr. Farah Saleh, Palestinian artist in postdoctoral residence at UoE IASH 

and Lecturer in Global Majority Performance at the University of Glasgow, delivered óBalfour 

Reparations (2023ï2043)ô, a lecture performance in collaboration with Dr. Nicola Perugini to 

http://www.plands.org/en/home
https://youtu.be/YRVMHNTeb58
https://mondoweiss.net/2022/11/a-palestinian-address-to-balfour-in-honor-of-truth-memory-and-justice/
https://www.iash.ed.ac.uk/event/dr-farah-saleh-balfour-reparations-2023-2043
https://www.iash.ed.ac.uk/event/dr-farah-saleh-balfour-reparations-2023-2043
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reflect on Balfourôs role in the colonisation of Palestine and historical denial of Palestinian 

political rights.5 

 

 
Framing statement by Dr. Farah Saleh 

 

In September 2023, I started a four-month post-doctoral fellowship at Institute for Advanced 

Studies in the Humanities (IASH) at the University of Edinburgh on the topic of Decolonial 

Embodied Practices at The University. In October 2023, the genocide in Gaza started and I found 

 
5 Farah Saleh, óBalfour Reparations (2023ï2043)ô, 14 December 2023, https://www.iash.ed.ac.uk/event/dr-farah-
saleh-balfour-reparations-2023-2043 

https://www.iash.ed.ac.uk/event/dr-farah-saleh-balfour-reparations-2023-2043
https://www.iash.ed.ac.uk/event/dr-farah-saleh-balfour-reparations-2023-2043
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myself working at a University that publicly embraces the decolonial agenda, while in reality 

supports the Israeli colonial regime in Palestine in many different ways. For example, with its 

neutral public statements on the genocide, restrictions on free speech and most importantly 

investments in companies that profit from the military Israeli occupation. As a response to that I 

started developing Balfour Reparations (2023-2043) performance lecture. 

The performance investigates ways of confronting Edinburgh Universityôs colonial legacy, 

particularly the role of Arthur James Balfour, the University Chancellor (1891-1930), in the 

colonisation of Palestine and historical denial of Palestinian political rights. I do that through 

utilizing elements of Speculative Choreography and Afrofuturism that combine history, fiction 

and fantasy, while engaging with and being inspired by archival material, such as videos, photos, 

and documents in part retrieved from the Centre for Research Collections at the University. The 

performance lecture takes place in 2043 to reflect on the fictive apology letter (see figure 1) that 

the University of Edinburgh will have issued in 2023 to the Palestinian people promising them 

reparations. The audience become members of the reparationsô evaluation committee created on 

the 20th anniversary of the apology and are invited to participate in the performance. The 

research and performance are in collaboration with filmmaker Lucas Chih-Peng Kao, dancers 

Nadia Khattab and Jamal Bajali, and Dr Nicola Perugini (Politics and International Relations, 

University of Edinburgh). 

 

 
 

 

The performance was presented on 14 December 2023 at Inspace Gallery to a small public, 

including IASH staff and fellows. After the performance, an audience member posted the letter 

on twitter and it became viral, with people around the world thinking it was real, they praised the 

University of Edinburgh for its bravery and asked other institutions to follow the lead. Later, the 
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letter was later fact-checked by Reuters and other press agencies, the University, IASH and 

myself issued statements clarifying it was part of a performance and not real.  

 

 

 

 

After I finished my post-doctoral fellowship at the University of Edinburgh and continued 

witnessing the involvement of the UK government in the genocide in Gaza, I decided to develop 

the performance further, now entitled Balfour Reparations (2024-2044), with the support of 

Common Ground Festival and Culture &. In the new version, I aim at confronting the United 

Kingdomôs colonial legacy in Palestine and tackle Balfourôs both political and academic roles in 

the historical denial of Palestinian political rights and self-determination in their homeland. 
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Balfour was the United Kingdomôs Prime Minister (1902-1905), Foreign Secretary (1916-1919), 

and Chancellor and Rector of many UK prominent universities (1886-1930), including Glasgow 

University, where I am now a lecturer in Global Majority Performance. This time the 

performance lecture takes place in 2044 and reflects on the fictive apology letter (see figure 2) 

that the United Kingdom will have issued in 2024 to the Palestinian people promising them 

reparations. Also in this version, the audience become members of the reparationsô evaluation 

committee created on the 20th anniversary of the apology and is invited to participate in the 

performance. In the new version, other than the previous collaborators, I also worked with Luke 

Pell on rehearsal support, Michaela Pointon on Graphic design and Kim Moore on music 

composition.   
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4. Edinburgh University Accounts 1890-1930: Colonial 
and Imperial Investments during Balfourôs 

Chancellorship6 
 

Edinburgh is the third wealthiest University in Britain, after Oxford and Cambridge, and the 

wealthiest University in Scotland. A hundred years ago, it was one of the richest universities in 

the British empire. Though it is perhaps unsurprising, it is not widely known that from 1918, a 

fifth of this wealth was invested in colonial government bonds. This, in turn, meant that interest 

payments funded by colonial taxation were a key income stream for the institution, financing 

salaries, research, student stipends and the day to day running of the University. The following 

account is based on a thorough survey of the University accounts between 1890 and 1931 

conducted at the University of Edinburgh Centre of Research Collections, complemented with 

the minutes of the University finance committee and the University Court. 

Between 1890 and 1930, the finances of Edinburgh University were managed by two 

University factors, a father-and-son duo, Henry Cook and John Cook.7 Based in the University 

factorôs office at 61 Castle Street, they received their mandate to manage investments from the 

finance committee (a subsidiary of the University Court).8 On occasion, investment decisions 

were ñremitted to Sir W[illiam] Turner [the principal] to consult further with factors, and report 

to Courtò.9 On the whole, however, the Cooks appear to have enjoyed a large degree of 

autonomy in terms of where and how they invested the Universityôs money. With narrow terms 

of reference, focused on maximising the money of a wealthy institution, the factors were 

mandated to invest money where it would achieve the highest rate of return. In 1891, for 

example, Henry Cook was instructed to invest the £1,100 John Baxter Fund in any ñfirst class 

stockò, as long as it yielded more than 3.5%.10 

As shown in Figure 1, Edinburgh Universityôs assets in 1891 ï totalling £466,397 ï were 

almost exclusively invested in Scottish railways (orange) and local land owned by the Scottish 

aristocracy (dark blue).11 Scottish aristocrats consistently benefitted from substantial back-hander 

loans. In 1891, for example, Arthur J Balfour (a future chancellor of Edinburgh University 

whose family fortune rested on the Fife coalfields) repaid a £12,000 loan (roughly £1.5m in 

todayôs money), which was then reinvested in another aristocratic estate at Strathendry, Fife.12 In 

the mid-1890s, these assets were complemented by £98,846 invested in the newly-expanded 

Leith docks (light blue).13 The salaries of the principal and other prominent professors were 

 
6 Prepared by Henry Dee, University of Glasgow. 
7 óUniversity Factorô, https://ourhistory.is.ed.ac.uk/index.php?title=University_Factor (accessed 06/06/2022); 
University Court Records, Vol XIV, minutes of meeting on 12/03/1928, comments on the death of Henry Cook. 
8 Post Office Edinburgh & Leith Directory: 1897-1898 (Edinburgh, 1897), p.397. 
9 University Court Finance Committee Agenda Book. Minutes of meeting on 14/10/1891 
10 University Court Finance Committee Agenda Book. Minutes of meeting on 10/04/1891.  
11 University of Edinburgh Accounts, 1890-1891 
12 University Court Finance Committee Agenda Book. Minutes of meeting on 09/07/1891. I have not been able to 
find any record of when this loan was issued. 
13 University of Edinburgh Accounts, 1896-1897 

https://ourhistory.is.ed.ac.uk/index.php?title=University_Factor
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covered by the resultant interest payments from the Leith Harbour Annuity Fund.14 From at least 

the 1780s, the University benefitted from the donations of alumni and Scottish associates based 

in colonial possessions, with the construction of Old College partly funded by Scots connected to 

the Caribbean slave plantation economy.15  This in-flow of colonial money continued between 

1890 and 1910, but was relatively insignificant. In 1890, for example, alumni in India donated 

£112 to University.16 Only a small proportion of the Universityôs money was re-invested in 

colonial enterprises. In 1893, the University purchased a £1,000 debenture on the Scottish and 

New Zealand Investment Company.17 By 1900, £7,147 was invested in New Zealand 

government bonds, £15,983 in Australian government bonds, and £5,098 in Canadian 

government bonds (which all offered a 4% return). Interests on these colonial government bonds 

generated £1,129 each year.18 Other investments were made in the Northern Investment 

Company of New Zealand.19 In 1901, the University leadership championed how Edinburgh had 

advanced from being a ñmunicipal dependencyò to an ñautonomous corporationò, with students 

ñnot only from all parts of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, but also from our 

colonies and our Indian empire.ò20 Over the next decade, hundreds of students enrolled from 

South Asia, Southern Africa and Australasia.21 Nevertheless, in financial terms, the Universityôs 

assets between 1890 and 1910 were still overwhelmingly concentrated in Scotland and remained 

steady (increasing nominally in line with the rate of inflation, but remaining consistent in real 

terms). 

Figure 1: University of Edinburgh total investments, 1891-1931 

 
 

 
14 University of Edinburgh: Accounts for Year 1891-1892, p.17. 
15 These donors included Lieutenant General Melville, John Pringle, Alexander Crichton, William Tytler, William 
Balderston, William Ballie, John Sinclair, James Stirling. Thanks to Summer Perritt and Diana Paton for leadership 
on this research. 
16 University Court Finance Committee Agenda Book No 1. Minutes of meeting on 06/03/1890. 
17 University Court Finance Committee Agenda Book No 2. Minutes of meeting on 25/10/1893. 
18 University of Edinburgh Accounts, 1899-1900 
19 University Court Records, Vol VII, minutes of meeting on 22/10/1900. 
20 University Court Records, Vol VII, letter to King Edward, 18/03/1901. 
21 Ian Wotherspoon, óThe Most Cosmopolitan University in the WorldðOverseas Students at the University a 
Century Agoô, University of Edinburgh Journal, 41/1 (2003). 
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This situation changed dramatically in the wake of the First World War, however, as the 

University rapidly expanded in terms of students, staff and financial heft. Benefitting from 

increased British government funding and student fees, Edinburgh University invested heavily in 

bonds issued by governments across the British empire (grey section of figure 1), and divested 

from its holdings in Scottish aristocratic land (dark blue section of figure 1). These changes were 

driven by stark differences in the rates of interest paid out. While the Australian government 

offered bonds with interest rates up to 5%, returns on Scottish land holdings dramatically fell as 

agricultural prices collapsed. Mandated to invest the Universityôs money where it would achieve 

the highest rate of return, Henry and John Cook focused on high-interest investments. By 1931, 

this had resulted in a historic restructuring of the Universityôs financial portfolio, breaking with 

Scottish aristocratic land-holding to invest heavily in state-issued bonds equal to £1,165,278 

(65% of the Universityôs total Ã1,775,173 assets).22  

Most of the Universityôs bonds were acquired from the British government (red), but 

Figure 2 clearly shows that a significant proportion of the securities acquired by the University 

were issued by colonial governments (pink). In particular, the notable increase in investment in 

colonial government bonds from 1925 meant that by 1928, 20% of the University's total assets 

were invested in colonial governments and colonial enterprises.23 The rise in colonial 

investments after 1925 was driven, above all, by heavy investment in Australian government 

bonds, totalling £288,266 by 1930. This preference, above all, is explained by the unrivalled 3.5-

5% interest rates offered by Australian governments at both a state and federal level. 

Nevertheless by 1930, these were complemented by relatively substantial investments in the 

colonial governments of New Zealand (£13,120 at 3.5-4%), India (£7,042 at 3-3.5%), Canada 

(£7,940 at 3-5%), South Africa (£2,416 at 3.5%) and South-east Asia (£1,520 at 3.5%).24 Later 

University accounts indicate that subsequent investments were made in the colonial governments 

of Nigeria (£5,000 at 5% in 1933-1934) and Sri Lanka (£2,160 at 4% the same year).25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
22 University of Edinburgh: Accounts for Year 1931-1932. The Bank of Englandôs inflation calculator equates this to 
c.Ã84,000,000 in todayôs money: https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/monetary-policy/inflation/inflation-calculator 
(accessed 06/06/2022). 
23 University of Edinburgh: Accounts for Year 1927-1928 
24 University of Edinburgh: Accounts for Year 1929-1930 
25 University of Edinburgh: Accounts for Year 1933-1934, p.127. 

https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/monetary-policy/inflation/inflation-calculator
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5. Edinburgh University Divestment from Apartheid 

South Africa, 1970-197326 
 

 
1970 anti-apartheid protest in Edinburgh, possibly confronting vice-chancellor Michael 

Swann (from SCRAN) 

 

On 19 January 1970, students picketed outside the University of Edinburghôs Appointments 

Board in Old College ï protesting a recruitment event by Barclays Bank, a key investor in 

apartheid South Africa. To prevent the bank interviewing prospective recruits, protestors turned 

the picket into an occupation, declaring: ñThe University should not offer facilities to firms 

supporting apartheid. The University should declare any investments in such firms. Join the 

occupation now - and act against collaborators in Apartheid.ò The occupation lasted a week. 

Occupiers were subsequently hauled before the University Court in March 1970, and disciplined 

with hefty fines, contested by further mass meetings and the occupation of what was then called 

 
26 Prepared by Henry Dee, University of Glasgow. 
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the David Hume Tower.27 In October 1970, vice-chancellor Michael Swann and the University 

Court continued to insist that ñthe University does not have directly or so far as it is aware, 

indirectly, any interests in companies known to be active in the support of apartheid.ò28 

In December 1970, however, research conducted by the Student newspaper revealed that 

the University of Edinburgh did in fact have extensive investments in apartheid South Africa, 

totalling over Ã522,850 (roughly Ã7.4m in todayôs money). These investments amounted to 7.6% 

of the Universityôs investment portfolio, a sum that was illegal at the time, well above the 7% 

legal limit set by British parliament for charities investing in South Africa. South African mining 

investments offered unrivalled returns of 10-15%, but came at an appalling, and well-known, 

human cost. As recently as September 1970, the University had acquired a further £26,000 

shares in De Beers Consolidated Mines, adding to £400,000 already invested in South African 

mining companies. The Student denounced the proven lies and ñwall of silenceò from University 

management.29  

Numerous academic staff were ñat a loss to understand the decision of the Edinburgh 

University Courtò to not divest, and highly critical of the vice-chancellor, Professor Michael 

Swann, a supposed supporter of the anti-apartheid movement.30 The Edinburgh Anti-Apartheid 

Society asked students: ñWill you allow this vicious exploitation to continue in your name?ò31 

After a meeting of Ken Cargill, student president, and other executive members of the Student 

Representative Council (SRC), 700 students marched round Old Quad on 10 December calling 

for Swann to resign, denouncing his lies about University investments.32 Further mass meetings 

were attended by 1,500 students.33 In an attempt to fudge over tensions, the University offered 

the South African author Alan Paton an honorary degree.34 

 

 
27 Tom Wooley, óEdinburgh Students on Rampageô, Solidarity: Central Scotland (Solidarity: Clydeside, 1 June 

1970). Thanks to Roger Jeffery for this reference. 
28 óS. Africa Investment Sensationô, Student, 9 December 1970; óSRC Seeks Resignation of Principal over 
Investmentsô, Scotsman, 10 December 1970; óStudent Marchers Present Petition to Principalô, Scotsman, 11 
December 1970. Any references to the Student newspaper are from the collective research of the UncoverED 
project. The UncoverED team were Esme Allman, Daisy Chamberlain, Firyaal Chowtee, Tom Cunningham, Devika, 
Maryam Helmi, Laurence Jarlett, Ara Kim, Hannah McGurk, Vidhipssa Mohan, Cristina Moreno Lozano, Uttara 
Rangarajan, Tanuj Raut, Natasha Ruwona, Fatima Seck, Sarah Shemery, Lea Ventre, Sanjna Yechareddy and 
Dingjian Xie. 
29 óS. Africa Investment Sensationô, Student, 9 December 1970; Alice Murray & Des Loughney, óWhy Bother?ô, 

Student, 9 December 1970.  
30 óLecturerôs Plea to Sell Sharesô, Student, 9 December 1970; Ian Ross, óInvestments in S. Africaô, Scotsman, 19 

December 1970. 
31 Alice Murray & Des Loughney, óWhy Bother?ô, Student, 9 December 1970. 
32 óS. Africa Investment Sensationô, Student, 9 December 1970; óSRC Seeks Resignation of Principal over 
Investmentsô, Scotsman, 10 December 1970; óStudent Marchers Present Petition to Principalô, Scotsman, 11 
December 1970. 
33 D. Loughnay, óInvestment in S. Africaô, Scotsman, 1 February 1971. 
34 óNow ï An Investment in a Degree of Toleranceô, Daily Record, 29 December 1970. 
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Clipping from the Scotsman, 11 December 1970 

 

The SRC demanded that the Universityôs South African investments were ñliquidated 

immediatelyò, garnering signatures from 2,500 students, 21 members of parliament, and 

numerous other SRC presidents from across Britain by the end of January 1971.35 They 

denounced the University Court for mishandling investments, lacking credibility and being 

unrepresentative.36 Swann later claimed these calls were made by ñimmatureò SRC leaders, who 

were ñdominated by activistsò.37  

After the furore created by the SRC campaigns and Student investigations, on 26 January 

1971, Professor David Talbot Rice announced that the University was selling all of its £522,850 

investments in South African companies ï a significant victory for students and campaigners.38 

The chairman of Edinburgh University Anti-Apartheid Society, Des Loughney, pointed out that 

Court was simply trying to ñsave faceò, impelled by ñthe logical and moral imperatives of the 

SRCôs argumentsò.39 An impressive campaign combining student occupations, mass protests, 

investigative journalism, and national-level petitions caught the University management in an 

impossible bind, forcing a dramatic change in the institutionôs investment strategy. 

The issue of investments in apartheid South Africa, nevertheless, remained a thorny 

issue. Rumours circulated that the University still held some shares in companies operating in 

South Africa, and the University Court again discussed the question of apartheid investments on 

25 October 1971. The University secretary, Charles Stewart, continued to insist that it was 

impossible to determine whether all investments had financial connections to South Africa.40 The 

University had Ã47,915 invested in Barclayôs Bank, for example, which had branches in South 

Africa, Rhodesia and Mozambique.41 When he retired in October 1972, the Universityôs first 

ever student rector, Jonathan Wills, accused the University Court of being ñmore interested in 

money than morals.ò Although the University had ostensibly sold its shares in South African 

companies, it retained its investments in 52 companies that had subsidiaries operating in South 

 
35 óSouth African Sharesô, Student, c.January 1971; D. Loughnay, óInvestment in S. Africaô, Scotsman, 1 February 
1971. 
36 óSRC Throws Investments Onus back to Courtô, Scotsman, 17 December 1970. 
37 óProfessor Swann is the New Governor General of the BBCô, Huddersfield Daily Examiner, 14 December 1972. 
38 óEdinburgh University to Sell S. African Sharesô, Aberdeen Press & Journal, 27 January 1971. 
39 D. Loughnay, óInsetment in S. Africaô, Scotsman, 1 February 1971. 
40 óSouth Africa Shares: Again?ô, Student, 7 October 1971 
41 óBetrayalô, Student, 9 December 1970. 
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Africa. In June 1972, the University Court had voted 8:5 (with one abstention) against reviewing 

these investments.42  

Anti-apartheid campaigns in Edinburgh continued over subsequent months and years. 

Rev Basil Manning, a Black South African from Johannesburg was appointed as International 

Chaplain at Edinburgh in October 1970, taught about Third World politics and the ideas of 

Frantz Fanon and Walter Rodney, and supported the Edinburgh University Anti-Apartheid 

Society with space in the International Centre at 22 Buccleuch Place run by the Edinburgh 

Christian Council for Overseas Students (ECCOS).43 Tensions came to a head again when the 

University of Edinburgh was put forward to host a conference of the Association of 

Commonwealth Universities (ACU) in August 1973. Alongside the SRC, AJ Zvogbo of the 

Edinburgh Zimbabwe Students Movement and Yomi Ferriera of the Nigerian Union in 

Edinburgh both protested vehemently against South Africa and Rhodesia universities 

participating. At a global level, they reiterated the United Nationôs calls to isolate these ñracist 

and oppressiveò regimes ñeconomically, educationally and otherwise from the worldôs 

community.ò44 But Yomi Ferriera, in particular, also highlighted that more locally the University 

of Edinburgh itself had ña long history of scandals and involvement in support, mostly covertly, 

but sometimes overtly of apartheid; good enough that on a number of occasions the world mass 

media of new dissemination has been able to expose the University.ò  For Yomi Ferriera, it was  

 

thus not much of a surprise that over the new controversy of the Commonwealth 

Universities Conference, Sir Michael Swann, Edinburghôs Vice-Chancellor has come out 

to describe the Rhodesian and South African institutions as óliberal universitiesô. The 

separatist structure and functions of these universities are well known to those who are 

aware of the role the institutions perform in buttressing the apartheid structure of the two 

states; only people like Michael Swann can afford to fail to know.45 

 

Michael Swann continued to insist that the involvement of South African and Rhodesian 

universities was an ACU decision, and Rev Basil Manning, in response, resigned as international 

chaplain in July 1973.46 Ultimately, South Africa and Rhodesia were not present at the 

conference. Ted Edwards, the vice-chancellor of Bradford University, put forward a motion that 

ACU should no longer ñrender servicesò or invite delegates from South African and Rhodesian 

universities, but this was not adopted due to ñcomplexityò and ñdiversity of opinionò.47  

It is not clear from initial research whether subsidiary investments were ever sold off.  

 
42 óEdinburgh University Accused of óSlavery Investmentsôô, Scotsman, 31 October 1972. 
43 National Library of Scotland (NLS) Acc 11199 Edinburgh Christian Council for Overseas Students (ECCOS) 
Papers, File 4 Part 2, Kay Dickson to Committee, 1 October 1970; Basil Manning, Secretary and Chaplainôs Report, 
June 1971; Basil Manning, óThe future role for the Council/its appointeesô, 27 September 1973. 
44 NLS Acc 11199 ECCOS Papers, File 4 Part 2, AJ Zvogbo to Editor of Scotsman, 23 May 1973; Yomi Ferriera to 

Commonwealth Universities in Africa, March 1973. 
45 NLS Acc 11199 ECCOS Papers, File 4 Part 2, Yomi Ferriera to Commonwealth Universities in Africa, March 
1973. 
46 NLS Acc 11199 ECCOS Papers, File 4 Part 2, Executive Committee report, 19 July 1973. 
47 T. Craig, Commonwealth Universities and Society: Report of Proceddings of the Congress of the Universities of 

the Commonwealth, Edinburgh, August 1973 (Edinburgh: R&R Clarke, 1974), p.431. 
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January 1971 protest letter in the Student 
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48 Prepared by Hajar Ibrahim, in collaboration with Dr. Shaira Vadasaria and Dr. Nicola Perugini. As with the main 
Report, this section discusses a variety of possible contemporary or ongoing legal obligations which the participants 
consider relevant to the project and incumbent upon the University. While the research contributions to the Report 
are advisory in their nature, the REWG recognises that the legal research contributions to the Report do not 
constitute legal advice solicited by or provided to the University; and the conclusions expressed therein may well be 
contrary to the views of some members of the Universityôs views, the views of its own legal advisers, or indeed to 
the Universityôs position at law, including under any regional, domestic or international obligations. The task for the 
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1. Mobil isation on Campus: Past to Present 

In the academic year 2023-24, UoE grounds once again became an active site of political 

struggle around the Universityôs imperial legacy and colonial present. At the heart of this 

struggle was a multiracial and multiethnic wide-based student and staff coalition standing in 

opposition to UoEôs on-going investments in Israeli genocide and other war crimes in Palestine.  

This manifested further through interactions between different student and staff actors and 

groups which participated in the community campaign for divestment from Israelôs occupation 

and violations of human rights, international law and the Genocide Convention; and on the other 

hand, the UoE Senior Leadership and governance bodies responses to the community. Despite 

the óconflict agnosticô approach that some members of Senior Leadership adopted as a frame of 

reference for reviewing the investment policy, this movement drew direct attention to how UoE 

investments in the dispossession of the Palestinian people are connected to our historical legacy 

of the dispossession of Palestine and Palestinians, as co-signed by our former chancellor, Arthur 

James Balfour. Understood in this context, the movement challenged the rhetoric of óconflict 

agnosticismô seeing it as one that further disavows what the student groups, staff members and 

networks involved in the mobilisation, including through the Student Council and Senatus 

Academicus on investments, consider as the Universityôs on-going complicity in the 

consolidation of settler colonialism in Palestine. As long as there is a refusal to acknowledge the 

institution's historical imperial legacy to Palestine and divest, this legacy of dispossession and 

systematic erasure will remain an organising principal that shapes the past and present 

institutional character of the University.  

A real decolonial transformation then requires recontextualizing the actions of the 

University and its impact by illustrating the concrete context of its legacy and complicity in 

detailed terms. In this appendix, the specific context of Palestine and the University must be 

reiterated in its particularity to understand the concrete harms, name the violence, and enact 

policy changes accordingly. This is a necessary approach which counteracts the culture of denial 

and responsibility that stands as an impetus to reparative justice. Denying harm or responsibility 

for harm prevents actual considerations for reparative justice and their implementation. This 

means that the University must take responsibility for the harm it has perpetrated either against 

its own faculty and students, be it through racialised processes of securitisation, a lack of 

transparency, the denial of Palestinians right to memorialise and grieve, the International 

Holocaust Remembrance Alliance definition of antisemitism (IHRA), its direct investments or a 

failure to attend to their duty of care towards students; and the harm against colonised 

Palestinians in which, as this report argues, it has been complicit though all of the examples cited 

above. 

This following materials analyse the actors, events, and communications on campus that 

characterised the broad community mobilisation ï one of the most participated in the history of 

the UoE since the campaign against the UoE investments in South African apartheid at the 

beginning of the 1970s ï to the UoEôs ongoing direct and indirect complicity in the genocide of 

Palestinians in Gaza, the settler-colonial structure of Israel and the epistemic conditions at our 

institution which sustain Palestineôs erasure.  
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1.1 UoE and the History of Activism for Justice in Palestine 

Before narrating this past yearôs mobilisation, it is pertinent to 

note that the demands presented by staff and students to the 

University administrators and committees did not begin with 

the current response to Israelôs war of annihilation in Gaza. 

Solidarity with the Palestinian cause against Israeli settler-

colonial erasure of native Palestinians, and mobilisation at 

UoE against ongoing entanglements with the colonial 

structure is not new. In December 1987, EUSA (Edinburgh 

University Studentsô Association) passed a general motion 

presented by students calling for boycott and academic 

freedom in Palestine in response to the killing of Palestinian 

students and closure of universities by Israel during the First 

Intifada49. As seen in Figure 2, the motion also called on 

EUSA to twin with the Bir Zeit University in Palestine. 

 A year later, in February 1988, another EUSA motion, 

Figure 3 passed ñcondemning the Israeli armyôs handling of 

the Palestinian uprising and calling for EUSA support for an 

international conference was carried inquorately 211-17ò 50. 

 
49 Edinburgh University Studentsô Newspaper, ñThe Centenary Issue: Palestinian Passionò, The Student, Dec 3 
1987, p. 2. 
50 Edinburgh University Studentsô Newspaper, ñSabbaticals Saved: Palestinian Motionò, The Student, Feb 18 1988, 
p.1 

Figure 1: The Student Newspaper, ñAdmissions?ò 
February 11, 1988, p.1,  

Figure 3: The Student Newspaper,ñAdmissions? News Focus: Rageò, 18 

February 1988, p. 4 Figure 2: The Student 

Newspaper, ñThe Centenary Issue: 
Palestinian Passionò, December 3, 1987, p.2  

https://libraryblogs.is.ed.ac.uk/thestudent/19871988-2/
https://libraryblogs.is.ed.ac.uk/thestudent/19871988-2/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10UsUtEcuATSdLwQqcxC_c-fccqDt6XzW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VsnyzOxkEo21fCMfV0EXoiOyUgAGmgjG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14sr1qV-42DdtkQpe4Um2PxNzQeXrfa_y/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14sr1qV-42DdtkQpe4Um2PxNzQeXrfa_y/view
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In 1999, EUSA set the 'unethical investment policy' through a general meeting that 

established a mandate to lobby the Court to adopt an ethical investment policy and inform the 

student body on the Universityôs unethical investments in weapons manufacturers sold to 

repressive regimes51. Unless overturned, EUSA policy via general meeting does not lapse or 

expire52.  

This EUSA óunethical investment policyô was revisited again in 2002, as UoE still held 

shares in weapons manufacturers, such as BAE systems (101,437 shares)53. The Association 

resolved to lobby and pressure the Universityôs Senior Leadership and Finance Committee to be 

transparent in the exact details of its investment portfolio to the student body. Importantly, it also 

urged the University to outline a specific policy that sets ethical guidelines for its investments.  

Three years later, in 2005, EUSA set a policy on the 'Right to Education/Birzeit 

Twinning'54. Citing the Fourth Geneva Convention, to which the UK is a signatory, the radical 

curtailment of the Palestinianôs right to an education as a result of Israeli military occupation, 

EUSA announces that the collective responsibility to defend and actualise the demand for a 

universal right to education ñfalls all-the more acutely upon institutions of higher education.ò 

Building on the student motion passed in 1987 for academic freedom on Palestine, the 

Association resolves, among other things, to ñaffiliate at no cost to the Right to Education 

Campaign at Birzeit University as a public show of solidarity and support to all Palestinian 

students who are struggling to live, work and study under occupationò; ñcommit to hosting 

Birzeit students exhibitionò; ñto raise awareness within this union and beyond about the issues 

facing Palestinian education under military occupation (including to help facilitate, where 

feasible, Friends of Birzeit Universities fundraising and political lobbying)ò and ñto lobby the 

University of Edinburgh to adopt a formal, active and robust twinning arrangement with the 

Birzeit Universityò55. This policy has not been overturned, and so EUSA is obliged to uphold 

their commitments to these resolutions, until debated and changed otherwise. As of right now, 

under the current leadership, they have dishonoured these motions, collectively fought and 

won56.   

 The conversation on a specific component of the UoE investments targeted in the 2023-

2024 campaign, namely the Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems and their use in Palestine, 

and the worrying research collaborations with arms companies like Leonardo and AnyVision and 

investments of this University, did not begin with the ongoing genocide in Gaza. In 2021, the 

Amnesty International Society and the Edinburgh University Justice for Palestine Society passed 

 
51 Edinburgh University Studentsô Association, 1999,  ñThe Universityôs Unethical Investment Policyò, EUSA, 
March 1999 
https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/about/policy/ethicalenvironmental/unethicalinvestment  
52 Edinburgh University Studentsô Association Regulations: Student Democracy, p.38, https://assets-
cdn.sums.su/ED/Your%20Students%20Association_YSA/YSA_TrusteeMinutes/Regulations.pdf.  
53 Edinburgh University Studentsô Association, 2002, ñEthical Investmentò, EUSA, February 2002, 
https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/about/policy/ethicalenvironmental/ethicalinvestment  
54 Edinburgh University Studentsô Association, 2005, ñRight to education/Birzeit twinningò, EUSA, November 
2005, https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/about/policy/external/righttoeducation  
55 Ibid. 
56 Edinburgh University Students' Association Regulations, Student Democracy, p.38, https://assets-
cdn.sums.su/ED/Your%20Students%20Association_YSA/YSA_TrusteeMinutes/Regulations.pdf.  
 

https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/about/policy/ethicalenvironmental/unethicalinvestment
https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/about/policy/ethicalenvironmental/ethicalinvestment
https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/about/policy/ethicalenvironmental/ethicalinvestment
https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/about/policy/external/righttoeducation
https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/about/policy/external/righttoeducation
https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/about/policy/ethicalenvironmental/unethicalinvestment
https://assets-cdn.sums.su/ED/Your%20Students%20Association_YSA/YSA_TrusteeMinutes/Regulations.pdf
https://assets-cdn.sums.su/ED/Your%20Students%20Association_YSA/YSA_TrusteeMinutes/Regulations.pdf
https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/about/policy/ethicalenvironmental/ethicalinvestment
https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/about/policy/external/righttoeducation
https://assets-cdn.sums.su/ED/Your%20Students%20Association_YSA/YSA_TrusteeMinutes/Regulations.pdf
https://assets-cdn.sums.su/ED/Your%20Students%20Association_YSA/YSA_TrusteeMinutes/Regulations.pdf


 44 

a EUSA student council motion which remains in effect for four years. The "Motion to campaign 

to stop Lethal Autonomous Weapons (LAWs)" references the Stockholm International Peace 

Research Institute which rates UoE within the top ten global research institutes in artificial 

intelligence57. It also outlines UoEôs partnership with the UK Government Communications 

Headquarters whereby this research is used by the Ministry of Defence to boost military 

capabilities, defence intelligence and information systems58. The motion argued that the 

University is not upholding its duty to only participate in ethical academic research, urging the 

Association to lobby the University to include implementation measures for this policy59. After 

this motion passed by the student council, it was set as a policy that remains in effect to date. 

Accompanying this policyôs ratification, to campaign against LAWs and UoEôs research towards 

LAWs, EUSA released a statement on 16 June 2021  wherein demands for divestment from 

complicit companies in Israel are explicitly made by the Association: ñwe want to echo the 

Justice for Palestine Societyôs call for the University to fully divest from companies which are 

complicit in the Israeli occupation, in line with their own Responsible Investment Policyò60.  

 
57 Edinburgh University Students' Association. 2021. Campaign to Stop Lethal Autonomous Weapons (LAWs) . 
University of Edinburgh: EUSA. https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/about/policy/policyonyourUniversity%20%20 [and] 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KUU4t4quTj47_XXBVVdmxdQFKuqL01uu/view?usp=drive_link 
58 Ibid. 
59 Ibid 
60 Edinburgh University Studentsô Association. 2021. ñStatement on Palestineò. University of Edinburgh: EUSA. 
Published June 16, 2021. https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/news/article/palestine (Accessed via the óInternet Archive: 
Wayback Machineô) 

https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/about/policy/policyonyouruniversity
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KUU4t4quTj47_XXBVVdmxdQFKuqL01uu/view?usp=drive_linkThe
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KUU4t4quTj47_XXBVVdmxdQFKuqL01uu/view?usp=drive_linkThe
https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/about/policy/policyonyouruniversity
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KUU4t4quTj47_XXBVVdmxdQFKuqL01uu/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/news/article/palestine
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In order to 

recount the Universityôs financial investments, and specifically their direct investments in AI 

weapons systems, in the context of their complicity in war crimes perpetrated by the Israeli 

military against Palestinians, it is necessary to elaborate further on UoEôs vested interest, and 

thus entanglement, in these AI weapons systems. Through the narration that follows in the later 

sections, it becomes clearer that UoE has a dual-interest in their investments in AI technologies 

used as weapons systems, that is they are globally leading the development of these technologies 

in academic spaces, and their investment in these expanding markets has great financial returns. 

Despite the motion which passed under EUSA targeting UoEôs research collaboration with the 

UK Ministry of Defence, the programme continues. This research programme is titled the 

óUniversity Defence Research Collaboration in Signal Processing (UDRC)ô, and its overarching 

telos: ñfrom academic research to military capabilitiesò61. Since 2021, the dual interest in 

profiting off techno-advanced military markets and the innovative research which seeks to 

expand the market for these technologies informs mobilisation, and formal motions lobbying 

against this colonial complicity. AnyVision is an example of one of these technologies employed 

by Israel to surveil Palestinians at military checkpoints, perpetuating Israeli apartheid and 

oppression62. This technology is in part developed here at UoE (see section 4.5 for details on 

 
61 University of Edinburgh, ñUDRC Data and Software Areaò. University Defence Research Collaboration in Signal 
Processing, https://udrc.eng.ed.ac.uk/data-centre  
62 Palestinian academics and scientific organisations. 2020. ñPalestinian Academic and Scientific Organisations Call 
to Cut Ties With AnyVision-Sponsored Workshopò. BDS Movement. Published 24 July 2020. 

Figure 4: EUSA "Statement on 

Palestine" publically supporting 

the EUJPS demands for full 

divestment, citing the Association's 

history of solidarity with Palestine. 

It is no longer publically available 

on the EUSA website and was 

accessed through the óInternet 

Archive: Wayback Machineô 

archival of web-pages over time, 

available at: 

https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/news/art

icle/palestine  

 

 

/Users/svadasar/Downloads/University%20Defence%20Research%20Collaboration%20in%20Signal%20Processing
https://bdsmovement.net/news/palestinian-academic-and-scientific-organizations-call-cut-ties-with-anyvision-sponsored
https://udrc.eng.ed.ac.uk/research
https://udrc.eng.ed.ac.uk/data-centre
https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/news/article/palestine.
https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/news/article/palestine.
https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/news/article/palestine
https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/news/article/palestine
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AnyVision)63. Through this same UDRC scheme, UoEôs other research collaborators include the 

arms manufacturers Leonardo, who supply Israeli fighter jet parts, which is no less consequential 

in terms of complicity in committing war crimes, facilitating the ongoing and unabated Israeli 

onslaught of Gaza for over 15 months64. 

 
 

Figure 5: Published by UoE, this figure is part of a document summarizing UoE's work in the UDRC programme 

and its structure. Full document. 

 

With regards to student direct action for Palestine, the University campus has been fertile 

ground for laying claim to unheard demands. In 2009, a group of students occupied the Gordon 

Aikman Lecture theatre for Gaza, demanding boycott, divestment, scholarships, aid and 

educational forums65. This action was done in response to the Israeli bombing of the Islamic 

University of Gaza and the financial complicity of the University. Students occupied the lecture 

theatre for five days and secured the following achievements:66 boycott of Israeli bottled water 

on campus, an opportunity to bring their case for divestment directly to the University Court, 

scholarships for five Palestinian students, a collaboration between the University management, 

student body and an NGO to collect materials for shipping to Gaza, and a debate and lecture 

series on Israel/Palestine with staff and guest speakers. The 2009 student occupiers wrote, ñWe 

feel that this is only the beginning of the movement to end the Universityôs role in the occupation 

and oppression of Palestine [...] The student occupation should be understood not simply as a 

tactic or a bargaining chip in getting our demands [...] It provided a space for a process far more 

democratic than what conventional University structures are able to achieve.ò67 

 

 
https://bdsmovement.net/news/palestinian-academic-and-scientific-organisations-call-cut-ties-with-anyvision-
sponsored  
63 University of Edinburgh, ñUDRC Researchò. University Defence Research Collaboration in Signal Processing, 
https://udrc.eng.ed.ac.uk/research   
64 Ibid.  
65 Student Occupiers Online Webpage. 2009. Edinburgh University Occupation for Gaza. 
https://edinburghunioccupation.wordpress.com/  
66 Student Occupiers Online Webpage. 2009. ñPress Releasesò. Published 16 February 2009. Edinburgh University 
Occupation for Gaza. https://edinburghunioccupation.wordpress.com/about/ 
67 Ibid. 

https://udrc.eng.ed.ac.uk/research
https://udrc.eng.ed.ac.uk/sites/udrc.eng.ed.ac.uk/files/attachments/UDRC_outlook.pdf
https://edinburghunioccupation.wordpress.com/
https://edinburghunioccupation.wordpress.com/
https://edinburghunioccupation.wordpress.com/
https://edinburghunioccupation.wordpress.com/about/
https://edinburghunioccupation.wordpress.com/about/
https://bdsmovement.net/news/palestinian-academic-and-scientific-organizations-call-cut-ties-with-anyvision-sponsored
https://bdsmovement.net/news/palestinian-academic-and-scientific-organizations-call-cut-ties-with-anyvision-sponsored
https://edinburghunioccupation.wordpress.com/
https://edinburghunioccupation.wordpress.com/
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Figure 5:  2009 Reclaimed Gordon Aikman Lecture Theatre, sourced from the student occupiers webpage. 

 

 In March 2022, during Israeli Apartheid Week, a 

group of students representing three different groups 

occupied the Gordon Aikman Lecture Theatre for one 

week, the aim being to create an alternate educational 

space wherein óDecolonise the Curriculumô is 

understood as an imperative where political education is 

achieved through action, not metaphor68. Another 

reclamation of Gordon Aikman followed in October 

2022, ñholding the space to run a week of education for 

liberationò in collaboration with SOAS University of 

London69. As with the other reclamations and their 

conceptualisation of a space not in terms of its 

bargaining power, this action too, held events such as 

teach outs-on topics that centre Indigenous knowledge, 

such as online events with Indigenous activists developing 

radical education spaces, to learn more from local and 

 
68 Pettitt, Talia. 2022. ñIn conversation with activists at the forefront of the Gordon Aikman Takeoverò. The Student 
Newspaper, 15 April 2022. https://thestudentnews.co.uk/2022/04/15/in-conversation-with-activists-at-the-forefront-
of-the-gordon-aikman-takeover/  
69 Staff-Student Solidarity Network (@sssn_edi), ñReclaiming Our Space (Part 2): Gordon Aikman ï A week of 
education for liberation alongside the launch of Planet Repairs Action Learning Education Revolution (PRALER) at 
SOAS University of London.ò Instragram, 9 October 2022, https://www.instagram.com/p/CjfbV-
HoGuI/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D%E2%80%9Cholding  

 

Figure 6: Drawing of GA, by student occupiers, March 
2022 

 

https://edinburghunioccupation.wordpress.com/
https://thestudentnews.co.uk/2022/04/15/in-conversation-with-activists-at-the-forefront-of-the-gordon-aikman-takeover/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CjfbV-HoGuI/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/CjfbV-HoGuI/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://thestudentnews.co.uk/2022/04/15/in-conversation-with-activists-at-the-forefront-of-the-gordon-aikman-takeover/
https://thestudentnews.co.uk/2022/04/15/in-conversation-with-activists-at-the-forefront-of-the-gordon-aikman-takeover/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CjfbV-HoGuI/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D%E2%80%9Cholding
https://www.instagram.com/p/CjfbV-HoGuI/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D%E2%80%9Cholding
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international struggles, bringing together various forms of organisation and collaboration with 

other groups beyond UoE. 

One month after this reclamation, on the 8 November 2022, RACE.ED and the Kenyon 

Institute (Council for British Research in the Levant), alongside seven other academic co-

sponsors invited Palestinian historian and cartographer, Dr. Salman Abu Sitta, the author of the 

Atlas of Palestine and Mapping my Return, dedicated to documenting Palestineôs land and 

people with a practical plan for the Right of Return70. The event titled ñOn the Centenary of the 

British Mandate Era in Palestine (1922-1948): Dr. Salman Abu Sittaôs Address to Balfourò 

stirred public controversy on campus and in the media71. It was no coincidence that an event 

addressing Balfourôs imperial legacy, through the Declarationôs colonial erasure (discursively, 

juridically and then physically) of Palestinians, catapulted the University campus into a hostile 

site of colonial silencing. The globally renowned scholar was doxed and delivery of his content 

from former speaking engagements were tampered with by opposing groups as falsified evidence 

to accuse Dr. Abu Sitta of antisemitism. After review of the tampered contents by staff members 

of UoE, these claims of antisemitism were disputed and negated as false charges and the public 

lecture did take place. No apology was offered by the groups that tampered the evidence before 

submitting to Senior Leadership. In fact, after it was discovered that the evidence was tampered 

with, opponents of the lecture were still given special privilege to attend the lecture in the name 

of óinclusivityô despite the seats already being sold out. An ultimatum was given to the 

organisers that if they did not find a way to open up the sold out seats, they would have to move 

the event off campus, the former of which could only be done by denying seats to those who 

already had tickets booked in advance. This coercive measure placed unreasonable distress on 

the organisers in the final days leading up to the event, putting them in a difficult and last minute 

bind. To date, no apology was ever offered to Dr Abu Sitta or the organisers for these malicious 

attacks by opponents and UoEôs own senior staff memberôs exercise of coercive pressure. 

Despite the event going ahead, the negation of Palestinian life and lived experience was repeated, 

demonstrating that Balfourôs imperial legacy not only imprints prejudices today, but casts light 

onto a continuing organisational principle of uninterrupted coloniality. 

 

1.2. The Academic Year of 2023 to 2024 through The Gaza Genocide 

We call upon our colleagues in the homeland and internationally to support our steadfast 

attempts to defend and preserve our universities for the sake of the future of our people and our 

ability to remain on our Palestinian land in Gaza. We built these universities from tents. And 

from tents, with support of our friends, we will rebuild them once again. 

- Open letter by Gaza academics and University administrators to the world. 
  

 
70 ñOn the Centenary of the British Mandate Era in Palestine (1922-1948): Dr Salman Abu Sittaôs Address to 
Balfour at The University of Edinburghò RACE.ED, https://www.race.ed.ac.uk/events  
71 Abu Sitta, Salman. ñDr Salman Abu Sittaôs Address to Balfour at the University of Edinburghò. Council for 
British Research in the Levant Lecture, University of Edinburgh, filmed 
 

https://www.race.ed.ac.uk/events
https://youtu.be/YRVMHNTeb58%20On%20the%20Centenary%20of%20the%20British%20Mandate%20Era%20in%20Palestine%20(1922-1948): Dr.%20Salman%20Abu%20Sitta’s%20Address%20to%20Balfour
https://youtu.be/YRVMHNTeb58%20On%20the%20Centenary%20of%20the%20British%20Mandate%20Era%20in%20Palestine%20(1922-1948): Dr.%20Salman%20Abu%20Sitta’s%20Address%20to%20Balfour
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2024/5/29/open-letter-by-gaza-academics-and-university-administrators-to-the-world
https://www.race.ed.ac.uk/events
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The University of Edinburghôs lack of acknowledgement or naming of the genocidal 

violence which Palestinians have been subjected by Israel since the 7 October 2023 puts a 

spotlight on Balfourôs legacy of harm and how it shapes UoEôs present. As argued here, UoE 

remains complicit in this legacy of harm with respect to the crimes it finances through its direct 

and indirect investments, which further advances UoEôs involvement as a perpetrator of 

Palestinian erasure.  

 On the 29 December 2023, the Republic of South Africa filed a case against the State of 

Israel at the International Court of Justice (ICJ), arguing that Israel violated the UN Genocide 

Convention in Gaza72. As a result of the present stages of the ICJ proceedings on this case, on the 

26 January 2024, the Court, concluding that, ñthe Palestinians appear to constitute a distinct 

ónational, ethnical, racial or religious groupô, and hence a protected group within the meaning of 

Article II of the Genocide Conventionò (para. 45) and that ñPalestinians in the Gaza Strip form a 

substantial part of the protected groupò (para. 45) ordered provisional measures to preserve the 

ñright of the Palestinians in Gaza to be protected from acts of genocide and related prohibited 

actsò (para. 59)73. These ñprovisional measures will be exercised [é] in the sense that there is a 

real and imminent risk that irreparable prejudice will be caused to the rights claimed before the 

Court gives its final decisionò (para. 61)74. The provisional measures issued called for 

ñimmediate and effective measuresò to protect Palestinians in Gaza under the Genocide 

Convention75. Among them, Israel was ordered to take ñall measures within its power to prevent 

and punish the direct and public incitement to commit genocide,ò to prevent starvation by 

allowing humanitarian assistance into Gaza, and ñprevent the destruction and ensure the 

preservation of evidence related to allegations of actsò within the scope of the Genocide 

Convention76. Israel ignored the measures and intensified the conducts scrutinised by South 

Africa throughout 2024. In 365 days, Israel dropped an estimated 75,000 tonnes of explosives on 

Gaza, and killed at least 41,909 Palestinians, ñthat is one out of every 55 people in Gazaò and of 

them ñ69% of the victims were children and womenò77. As this appendix is being written, Israel 

has killed at least 45,000 people78, including 17,492 children, and injured more than 105,250 

people79. More than 11,000 Palestinians are missing under the rubble and prominent public 

health studies estimate that dozens of thousands of Palestinians have died indirectly as a result of 

 
72 United Nations Regional Information Centre. 2024. ñSouth Africa vs Israel: 14 other countries intend to join the 
ICJ caseò, United Nations, 30 October 2024. https://unric.org/en/south-africa-vs-israel-14-other-countries-intend-to-
join-the-icj-case/  
73 Application of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide in the Gaza Strip 

(South Africa v. Israel), (Order: Request for the Indication of Provisional Measures) [2024] ICJ No.192 
74 Ibid.  
75 Ibid. 
76 Ibid. 
77 Chughtai, Alia and Muhammet Okur. 2024.  ñOne Year of Israelôs War on Gaza,ò Aljazeera, 8 October 2024, 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/longform/2024/10/8/one-year-of-israels-war-on-gaza-by-the-numbers  
78 United Nations Palestine. 2024.ñGaza death toll passes 45,000 as UN school suffers new deadly strikeò United 
Nations, 17 December 2024. https://palestine.un.org/en/286000-gaza-death-toll-passes-45000-un-school-suffers-
new-deadly-strike  
79  United Nations Relief and Works Agency, 2024. UNRWA Situation Report #151 on the Humanitarian Crisis in 
the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. 12 December 2024, 
https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unrwa-situation-report-151-situation-gaza-strip-and-west-bank-including-
east-jerusalem  

https://unric.org/en/south-africa-vs-israel-14-other-countries-intend-to-join-the-icj-case/#:~:text=South%20Africa%20filed%20its%20complaint,its%20military%20assault%20on%20Gaza
https://www.icj-cij.org/node/203447
https://unric.org/en/south-africa-vs-israel-14-other-countries-intend-to-join-the-icj-case/
https://unric.org/en/south-africa-vs-israel-14-other-countries-intend-to-join-the-icj-case/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/longform/2024/10/8/one-year-of-israels-war-on-gaza-by-the-numbers
https://palestine.un.org/en/286000-gaza-death-toll-passes-45000-un-school-suffers-new-deadly-strike
https://palestine.un.org/en/286000-gaza-death-toll-passes-45000-un-school-suffers-new-deadly-strike
https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unrwa-situation-report-151-situation-gaza-strip-and-west-bank-including-east-jerusalem
https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unrwa-situation-report-151-situation-gaza-strip-and-west-bank-including-east-jerusalem
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the conditions of lifeðincluding the complete eradication of healthcare and the use of starvation 

as a weapon of warðimposed by Israel on the Gaza population80. 

 The Lancet journal report titled ñcounting the dead in Gaza: difficult but essentialò 

harrowingly notes, ñcollecting data is becoming increasingly difficult for the Gaza Health 

Ministry due to the destruction of much of the infrastructureò81. Published on the 19 June 2024, 

when at least 37,396 Palestinians in Gaza had been killed by Israel, medical researchers in 

counting the Palestinianôs killed in terms of both mortality and morbidity, ñapply a conservative 

estimate of four indirect deaths per one direct death to the 37 396 deaths reportedò to the extent 

that ñit is not implausible to estimate that up to 186000 or even more deaths could be attributable 

to the current conflict in Gazaò82. In Gaza, a strip only 41 kilometres long, there are now 29 

unmarked, mass graves that Euro-Med Human Rights Monitor was able to map, and there are 

over 120 newly established, unregulated mass graves in the Gaza Strip, the majority of which 

remain undocumented as they are distributed across residential neighbourhoods, Courtyards of 

homes, yards of hospitals, schools, streets, sports fields, mosques etc83. 

As of 12 December 2024, 1,900,000 Palestinians have been displaced in Gaza (that is 90 

percent of the population)84, with many having ñbeen displaced repeatedly, some 10 times or 

moreò due to Israelôs ñsuccessive evacuation ordersò85. In Gazaôs town, Al-Mawasi, as of August 

there were 30,000 to 34,000 people per square kilometre86. Whereas 500 trucks entered Gaza 

before this war, on a daily basis, which ókept the population on the brink of starvationô during 

this Israeli onslaught only 76 humanitarian trucks enter the Strip to sustain a population of 2.3 

million87. In the North of Gaza, since 6 October 2024, Israel escalated what was already a brutal 

and annihilatory violence, and where starvation is used as a weapon of war, and ñcooking gas 

had not entered for more than 13 months forcing Palestinians to resort to burning waste for 

cooking purposesò88. As of the 2 December 2024, nearly ñ70,000 Palestinians trapped in 

northern Gaza face starvation, extermination in one of the largest genocidal campaigns in 

 
80  United Nations Relief and Works Agency, 2024. UNRWA Situation Report #151 on the Humanitarian Crisis in 
the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. 12 December 2024, 
https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unrwa-situation-report-151-situation-gaza-strip-and-west-bank-including-
east-jerusalem  
81 Khatib, Rasha, Martin McKee, and Salim Yusuf. 2024. ñCounting the Dead in Gaza: Difficult but Essential.ò The 
Lancet,  vol. 404 (2024): 237. https://doi.org/10.1016/s0140-6736(24)01169-3  
82 Ibid. 
83 ñUnmarked mass graves in the Gaza Strip,ò Euro-Med Human Rights Monitor, 18 September 2024, 
https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/6469/Unmarked-mass-graves-in-Gaza-during-Israel%27s-genocide-
%28October-2023---September-2024%29 
84 United Nations Relief and Works Agency, 2024. UNRWA Situation Report #151 on the Humanitarian Crisis in 
the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. 12 December 2024, 
https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unrwa-situation-report-151-situation-gaza-strip-and-west-bank-including-
east-jerusalem 
85 ñHow a year of war has devastated Gazaôs civilian infrastructure,ò Doctors without Borders, 11 November 2024, 
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/how-year-war-has-devastated-gazas-civilian-infrastructure 
86 Ibid. 
87 Ibid. 
88 United Nations Relief and Works Agency, 2024. UNRWA Situation Report #151 on the Humanitarian Crisis in the 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. 12 December 2024, 
https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unrwa-situation-report-151-situation-gaza-strip-and-west-bank-including-
east-jerusalem  

https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unrwa-situation-report-151-situation-gaza-strip-and-west-bank-including-east-jerusalem
https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unrwa-situation-report-151-situation-gaza-strip-and-west-bank-including-east-jerusalem
https://doi.org/10.1016/s0140-6736(24)01169-3
https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/6469/Unmarked-mass-graves-in-Gaza-during-Israel%27s-genocide-%28October-2023---September-2024%29
https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/6469/Unmarked-mass-graves-in-Gaza-during-Israel%27s-genocide-%28October-2023---September-2024%29
https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/6469/Unmarked-mass-graves-in-Gaza-during-Israel%27s-genocide-%28October-2023---September-2024%29
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/how-year-war-has-devastated-gazas-civilian-infrastructure
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/how-year-war-has-devastated-gazas-civilian-infrastructure
https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unrwa-situation-report-151-situation-gaza-strip-and-west-bank-including-east-jerusalem
https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unrwa-situation-report-151-situation-gaza-strip-and-west-bank-including-east-jerusalem
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modern historyò89. Besieged by Israel in the north, Gazans ñare experiencing severe famine, as 

they have run out of all types of food and lack access to clean waterò and ñsome parts of the 

North Gaza governorate have been under a tightened siege for over 60 daysò90. Access remains 

extremely challenging and attempts to deliver aid into these besieged areas is prevented, leaving 

between 65,000 and 75,000 people without access to food, water, electricity or reliable 

healthcare, as mass casualty incidents continue and ñhospitals are barely functioning amid severe 

supply shortages and ongoing hostilitiesò91. Doctors have been ñforced to amputate limbs 

without anaesthesia, treat mass crush and burn injuries with extremely limited supplies, and try 

to work as Israeli forces have repeatedly besieged hospitals like Nasser and Al-Shifaò 92. Mass 

graves were uncovered at the Nasser Hospital in April 2024, where more than 300 bodies were 

found, and more bodies were found at Al-Shifa Hospital (Gazaôs largest health facility) after a 

two-week Israeli siege on the hospital93. Hospitals become a key target in Israelôs war, and are 

ñturned from a place of healing into a massive grave yardò as bodies were ñfound with their 

hands tied and stripped of their clothesò94.  

Hesitation to take decisive action against Israelôs ongoing wholesale destruction of Gaza 

and campaign of genocide ï the refusal to take action ï serves as a tacit approval of Israelôs 

plausible crimes of genocide against Palestinians, also facilitating and escalating the onslaught to 

continue unabated into its 15th month, and demonstrates a reprehensible disregard for the lives 

and dignity of Palestinians. As argued here, our Universityôs financial investmentðboth direct 

and indirectðin Israelôs military infrastructure makes it entangled with war crimes perpetrated 

by the State of Israel against the colonised Palestinian population. These include (but are not 

limited to): the targeting of civilians in designated humanitarian zones; the targeted killing of 

journalists; the targeted killing of medical staff; the targeted killing of academics and scholars, 

the use of indiscriminate weapons; data collection on civilians; the destruction of schools and 

universities; the destruction of medical institutions and the targeting of healthcare staff; the mass 

arrests of civilians, including children; and the use of sexual violence, rape, and torture in Israeli 

prisons. 

The Universityôs ties include (but are not limited to) direct investments in Amazon and 

Alphabet Inc (parent holding company of Google). Both companies are partners of Project 

Nimbus, a $1.2 billion cloud partnership with Israelðboth government and military, including 

 
89 ñ70 thousand Palestinians trapped in northern Gaza face starvation, extermination in one of the largest genocidal 
campaigns in modern history,ò Euro-Med Human Rights Monitor, 2 December 
2024,https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/6558/70-thousand-Palestinians-trapped-in-northern-Gaza-face-
starvation,-extermination-in-one-of-the-largest-genocidal-campaigns-in-modern-history 
90 Ibid. 
91 United Nations Relief and Works Agency, 2024. UNRWA Situation Report #151 on the Humanitarian Crisis in 
the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. 12 December 2024, 
https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unrwa-situation-report-151-situation-gaza-strip-and-west-bank-including-
east-jerusalem  
92 ñHow a year of war has devastated Gazaôs civilian infrastructure,ò Doctors without Borders, 11 November 2024, 
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/how-year-war-has-devastated-gazas-civilian-infrastructure 
93 ñUncovering of mass grave at Gazaôs Nasser Hospital: What you need to know,ò Aljazeera, 24 April 2024, 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/4/24/uncovering-of-mass-grave-at-gazas-nasser-hospital-what-you-need-to-
know 
94 Ibid. 

https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/6558/70-thousand-Palestinians-trapped-in-northern-Gaza-face-starvation,-extermination-in-one-of-the-largest-genocidal-campaigns-in-modern-history
https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/6558/70-thousand-Palestinians-trapped-in-northern-Gaza-face-starvation,-extermination-in-one-of-the-largest-genocidal-campaigns-in-modern-history
https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unrwa-situation-report-151-situation-gaza-strip-and-west-bank-including-east-jerusalem
https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unrwa-situation-report-151-situation-gaza-strip-and-west-bank-including-east-jerusalem
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/how-year-war-has-devastated-gazas-civilian-infrastructure
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/how-year-war-has-devastated-gazas-civilian-infrastructure
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/4/24/uncovering-of-mass-grave-at-gazas-nasser-hospital-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/4/24/uncovering-of-mass-grave-at-gazas-nasser-hospital-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/4/24/uncovering-of-mass-grave-at-gazas-nasser-hospital-what-you-need-to-know
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for technologies used in the occupied Palestinian Territoriesðwhich implicate the two 

companies in egregious human rights and international law violations. With all universities in 

Gaza destroyed and thousands of students and staff killed, students and staff at UoE have 

repeatedly raised these issues of complicit investments with the UoE administration and the 

Edinburgh University Student Association (EUSA), urging UoE to cease all investments and 

partnerships in Israeli war crimes, in line with both basic human rights and international law UN 

standards, and due diligence procedure to UoEôs 'Sustainability and Social Responsibility 

Policy'95. 

1.3 The UoEôs entanglement in Palestinian Genocide through its Investments: The 

preliminary research of October 2023 

 

The staff-student community investigated UoEôs financial ties throughout the whole 2023-2024 

academic years. UoE might dispute these figures and list of companies (although it did not do so 

when interviewed by the media about investments). Figures and companies were updated 

based on UoEôs disclosure of investments. This section of the appendix presents the data 

emerging from the first research carried out by students and staff. The next sections will add the 

details and analysis which emerged throughout the academic year, carried out by students and 

staff as part of the community mobilisation.   

 

 In late October 2023, EUJPS published its research on the Universityôs complicit 

investments ñTo the University of Edinburgh: a Call to Divest from Israeli Apartheidò alongside 

a petition for divestment that amassed over 2300 signatures96. The report, based on the January 

2023 Investment Portfolio, outlined the over £39 million invested by UoE in companies which 

support the infrastructure of Israeli regime of colonisation, apartheid and human rights violations 

in Palestine97. These investments fall broadly into two (related) categories: investments 

supporting Israeli settler infrastructure and investments supporting Israeli military infrastructure.  

 
95 See Part III for the discussion on, and review of, the óSustainability and Social Responsibility Policyô between 
students, staff and the administration. 
96 EUJPS, 2023. To the University of Edinburgh: a Call to Divest from Israeli Apartheid. October 2023: 1-18, 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mexJa_NeQV47SDoCqyGQ5oOacpsgaYU/view?usp=sharing  
97 Finance: University of Edinburgh, 2023. University of Edinburgh Endowment and Investment Fund: List of 
Investments ï January 2023. (University of Edinburgh: 31 January 2023), https://uoe-
finance.ed.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2024-07/List%20of%20Investments%20-%20January%202023.pdf  

https://edwebcontent.ed.ac.uk/sites/default/files/atoms/files/sustainability_and_social_responsibility_policy_-_version1.1_october_2020.pdf
https://edwebcontent.ed.ac.uk/sites/default/files/atoms/files/sustainability_and_social_responsibility_policy_-_version1.1_october_2020.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mexJa_NeQV47SDoCqyGQ5oOacpsgaYU/view?usp=sharing
https://uoe-finance.ed.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2024-07/List%20of%20Investments%20-%20January%202023.pdf
https://uoe-finance.ed.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2024-07/List%20of%20Investments%20-%20January%202023.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mexJa_NeQV47SDoCqyGQ5oOacpsgaYU/view?usp=sharing
https://uoe-finance.ed.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2024-07/List%20of%20Investments%20-%20January%202023.pdf
https://uoe-finance.ed.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2024-07/List%20of%20Investments%20-%20January%202023.pdf
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The research outlines the impact of investments under the first category, contravening the ICC 
Statute, committing crimes against humanity (Article 7) and war crimes (Article 8). These crimes 
are applied but not limited to the enforcement of apartheid in all territories under military rule of 
Israel (West Bank, Gaza, and Palestinians in Israeli territories) exacerbated by settlement 
expansion, pogroms, the murder of Palestinians in the West Bank by the IDF and settlers, large-
scale devastation of historical Palestinian lands, the administrative detention under military 
Court, torture and inhumane treatment of Palestinian political prisoners98.  
EUJPSô research and report, ñTo the University of Edinburgh: a Call to Divest from Israeli 

Apartheidò99 was completed within the first 20 days of Israelôs war on Gaza. They note:  
 

ñFor these students, it is clear that the various declarations of the Israeli government on 
the recent events demonstrate genocidal intent, and that the list of martyrs published on 
the 26 October 2023 is clear proof of genocidal policy. In 20 days officially 7,028 
Palestinians have been murdered, including 2,913 children (41.4 % of the martyrs). This 
number does not include unconfirmed deaths under the civil registry, especially the 
Palestinians dead under the rubble, estimated 10 days ago to include a further 1,000 
livesò100.  

 

1.3.1 Indirect Investments 

 

Blackrock101: The University (based on research up to 26/10/2023) holds shares of 

approximately 30 million pounds in BlackRock, through which it finances the daily massacres 

carried out by the Israeli Air Force in Gaza. As a shareholder, the University contributes to 

BlackRockôs investments in Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman, both of which are arms 

companies supplying the Israeli military with advanced weapons systems. BlackRockôs holdings 

in Lockheed Martin total to over 7 billion pounds; this corresponds to 17, 834, 881 shares at a 

 
98 ñIsraelôs Apartheid Against Palestinians: a cruel system of domination and a crime against humanity,ò Amnesty 
International, 1 February 2022, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/02/israels-apartheid-against-
palestinians-a-cruel-system-of-domination-and-a-crime-against-humanity/  
99 EUJPS, 2023. To the University of Edinburgh: a Call to Divest from Israeli Apartheid. October 2023: 1-18, 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mexJa_NeQV47SDoCqyGQ5oOacpsgaYU/view?usp=sharing  
100 Ibid, p. 7. 
101 Ibid, p. 8-9 

Figure 7: Mind Map illustrating the 

entanglement of UoE funds in companies 

which facilitate and profit off Israeli 

settler-colonialism, from EUJPS "A Call 

to Divest", page 4. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mexJa_NeQV47SDoCqyGQ5oOacpsgaYU/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/02/israels-apartheid-against-palestinians-a-cruel-system-of-domination-and-a-crime-against-humanity/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/02/israels-apartheid-against-palestinians-a-cruel-system-of-domination-and-a-crime-against-humanity/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mexJa_NeQV47SDoCqyGQ5oOacpsgaYU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mexJa_NeQV47SDoCqyGQ5oOacpsgaYU/view?usp=sharing
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/02/israels-apartheid-against-palestinians-a-cruel-system-of-domination-and-a-crime-against-humanity/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/02/israels-apartheid-against-palestinians-a-cruel-system-of-domination-and-a-crime-against-humanity/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mexJa_NeQV47SDoCqyGQ5oOacpsgaYU/view?usp=sharing
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value of $ 445.97  per share. Lockheed Martin openly boasts about its substantial military and 

financial contributions to the IOF and associated industries. These contributions include: The 

provision of 50 advanced F-35 Lightning II fighters, named óAdirô in Israel. These advanced jets 

are used daily to indiscriminately massacre civilians in Gaza. The provision of advanced 

Multiple Rocket Launch Systems, with accompanying guidance systems, used by the Israeli 

artillery in shelling of Gaza. Collaboration work with the Israeli military industry, totalling over 

4 billion pounds in value. These collaborations include the manufacture of parts for fighter jets, 

and industrial cooperation with Israeli arms companies such as Elbit systems. 

 

BlackRock holdings in Northrop Grumman are similarly immense, at over 4 billion pounds; this 

corresponds to 9, 687, 911 shares at a current value of 477.78 $ per share (as of 26/10/2023). A 

manufacturer of multiple weapons and mass-surveillance systems used by Israel to enforce 

apartheid, Northrop Grumman is also one of the greatest profiteers from war. Indeed, damning 

evidence of both Lockheed Martinôs and Northrop Grummanôs war-profiteering can be gleaned 

from a glance at share prices in the companies over the last month.  

 

On the first trading day following 7 October, both Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman 

stocks were up 10% and 16% respectively. As these inflows make their way from war to 

University funds, they deepen the Universityôs already profound financial complicity in war 

crimes being committed in Gaza.  

 

1.3.2 Direct Investments:  

 

Amazon102: The University of Edinburgh holds over 3.6 million pounds in Amazon, which is 

used to support Amazonôs investments in Israel. In 2021, Amazon Web Services (AWS) and 

Google finalised Project Nimbus with the Israeli Government. This deal is a 1.2 billion dollar 

contract to provide cloud services for the Israeli public sector, mainly benefiting the Israeli 

Defense Forces (IDF)103.  

 

Amazonôs significant investments in Israel have been powering what a recent Amnesty 

International report dubbed ñautomated apartheidò [citation] while also pledging a $7.2 billion 

investment in Israel until 2037, along with an extension of its web services. Of particular concern 

is Amazon Web Services (AWS) which empowers Israeli forces with tools like their ñWolf 

Packò program that uses facial recognition and AI technologies to allow them to monitor and 

collect data on Palestinians. 

 

Amazonôs deepening connections with Israel have also resulted in the supply of aircraft to Israel 

Aerospace Industries (IAI),61 which now implements autonomous "robo-snipers" and drones in 

 
102 EUJPS, 2023. To the University of Edinburgh: a Call to Divest from Israeli Apartheid. October 2023: 9, 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mexJa_NeQV47SDoCqyGQ5oOacpsgaYU/view?usp=sharing  
103 The Project Nimbus contract (Amazon and Alphabet Inc.) with Israel, which UoE directly invests in, is further 
elaborated on in Section 4.5 of this chapter (Part I). 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mexJa_NeQV47SDoCqyGQ5oOacpsgaYU/view?usp=sharing
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Gaza and the occupied West Bank. It should be noted that Amnestyôs report states that "the UK 

(should) regulate companies domiciled in their jurisdiction to ensure they do not provide any 

surveillance technology that can be used by Israel to maintain its apartheid system over the 

Palestinians... including the maintenance of illegal settlements in occupied territory"104. This 

highlights the Universityôs duty to divest from companies complicit in apartheid infrastructure, 

including technological infrastructure. 

 

Booking.com: The official record of investments published by the University lists holdings in 

Booking.com valued at £2,623,711. According to the UN OCHA, Booking.com operates in 

illegal settlements in the West Bank. These operations include the advertisement of properties in 

settlements for tourism and for sale. This constitutes a meaningful contribution to both the 

economy and the legitimacy of these settlements, in contravention of international law. By 

easing, encouraging, and benefiting from access to settlements, Booking.com is perpetrating 

settlement expansion. By holding stocks in Booking.com, the University is both funding and 

profiting from settler-colonialism. In 2022, Booking.com even included warnings on some of the 

listing of illegal settlements in the West Bank of Occupied Palestinian. The warnings included 

phrases such as "high risk to safety and to human rights" along with the term "occupied".  

 

Despite the UN blacklist, as of Oct 2023 Booking.com UoE continued to invest in it (see next 

section for updates, the University divested at a later stage after student and staff pressure) . A 

University withdrawal from Booking.com would have been compatible with the Universityôs 

own Responsible Investment Policy105. Indeed the policy requires that the University makes: ñA 

significant, sustainable and socially responsible contribution to Scotland, the UK and the worldò 

and also stipulates that ñCourt has endorsed the identification of controversial armaments as an 

area in which the University should not investò106. It further goes on to describe responsible 

investment as, ñan investment approach that explicitly acknowledges the relevance of 

environmental, social and governance factors... It recognises that the generation of long-term 

sustainable returns is dependent on stable, well-functioning and well governed social, 

environmental and economic systemsò107 

 

EUJPSô research document and call to action concluded by casting doubt on the Responsible 

Investment Policy108 because of their ambiguous terms of reference. As questioned by EUJPS: 

 

 
104 EUJPS, 2023. To the University of Edinburgh: a Call to Divest from Israeli Apartheid. October 2023: 9, 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mexJa_NeQV47SDoCqyGQ5oOacpsgaYU/view?usp=sharing  
105 University of Edinburgh: Sustainability, Responsible Investment Policy, (University of Edinburgh, 2016), 1-5, 
https://sustainability.ed.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2024-
10/Responsible%20Investment%20Policy%20Statement%20%282016%29.pdf [EASE login required]  
also available as pdf without [EASE login]: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YbBdYnDX5QMV1IrKVb4JNcNu0Mn-6Qnw/view?usp=sharing  
106 Ibid., p. 1. 
107 Ibid. 
108 Ibid. 
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https://sustainability.ed.ac.uk/operations/responsible-investment
https://sustainability.ed.ac.uk/operations/responsible-investment
https://sustainability.ed.ac.uk/operations/responsible-investment
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mexJa_NeQV47SDoCqyGQ5oOacpsgaYU/view?usp=sharing
https://sustainability.ed.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2024-10/Responsible%20Investment%20Policy%20Statement%20%282016%29.pdf
https://sustainability.ed.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2024-10/Responsible%20Investment%20Policy%20Statement%20%282016%29.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YbBdYnDX5QMV1IrKVb4JNcNu0Mn-6Qnw/view?usp=sharing
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ñWe ask the University: what is ñsustainable and socially responsibleò in your 

contribution (via 

investment) in companies operating in West Bank illegal settlements?ò 

 

ñWe ask the University: do you not consider the F-16 and F-35 fighter jets financed by 

Black- 

Rock and provided to the IOF by Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman to be 

controversial armaments?ò 

 

ñWe ask the University: do you consider apartheid regimes to be well-governed 

systems?ò109 

 

On 5 November, EUJPS launched its óDivestment Campaign Awareness Weekô. ñDid you know 

your tuition fees fund genocide?ò ñThese are investments in war and weaponryò: The EUJPS 

divestment campaign, explained to the Student Newspaper110. During this week members of 

EUJPS and other concerned students would arrive early to the lecture and take the podium to 

briefly educate their classmates and spread the word about the divestment petition.  

 

Ten days later, EUJPSô first official communications with Senior Leadership was attempted. The 

document and petition for divestment was sent to Vice-Chancellor and Principal Mathieson 

highlighting the Universityôs colonial history and Balfourôs legacy in the present. 

1.4 Community Mobil isation on Campus: Divestment in Action 

 

On 11 October  2023, JPS held its first protest of the academic year,  attended by students, staff, 

and community members. Two days later, the Vice-Chancellor and Principal, addressed the 

University community ñIsrael and Gaza: a message to everyone in our University communityò 

reminding all students and staff of UoEôs support for the 11 October UUK statement which 

warns of any opinion or belief that signals support for Hamas as a criminal offence under the 

Terrorism Act (2000)111. In a context in which every sign of support to Palestinian self-

determination was equated with being ñpro Hamas,ò this threat added to the already intimidating 

environment created by the Universityôs adoption of the IHRA Working Definition of 

Antisemitism. The International Holocaust Remambrance Alliance definition of antisemitismð

which has been criticised by the most prominent scholars and scholarly organisations in Jewish, 

Holocaust and Palestine studiesðincludes examples that instrumentally conflate Israelôs state 

 
109 EUJPS, 2023. To the University of Edinburgh: a Call to Divest from Israeli Apartheid. October 2023: 11, 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mexJa_NeQV47SDoCqyGQ5oOacpsgaYU/view?usp=sharing  
110 Holden, Jude. 2023. ñôThese are investments in war and weaponryô: The EUJPS divestment campaign, 
explainedò, The Student Newspaper, University of Edinburgh, https://thestudentnews.co.uk/2024/02/17/these-are-
investments-in-war-and-weaponry-the-eujps-divestment-campaign-explained/  
111 UoE Principal and Vice-Chancellor. 2023. ñIsrael and Gaza: a message to everyone in our University 
community. To: All students and staffò, University of Edinburgh, 13 October 2023, https://mailings.ed.ac.uk/t/27JU-
1Z784-729011E72225D1E5ZIK0ZJ471E80379DB0D9C7/cr.aspx  

https://thestudentnews.co.uk/2024/02/17/these-are-investments-in-war-and-weaponry-the-eujps-divestment-campaign-explained/
https://thestudentnews.co.uk/2024/02/17/these-are-investments-in-war-and-weaponry-the-eujps-divestment-campaign-explained/
https://mailings.ed.ac.uk/t/27JU-1Z784-729011E72225D1E5ZIK0ZJ471E80379DB0D9C7/cr.aspx
https://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/latest/news/uuk-statements-and-resources-related?dm_t=0%2C0%2C0%2C0%2C0&utm_campaign=3321940_Israel%20and%20Gaza&utm_medium=email&utm_source=University%20of%20Edinburgh
https://equality-diversity.ed.ac.uk/respect/antisemitism
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mexJa_NeQV47SDoCqyGQ5oOacpsgaYU/view?usp=sharing
https://thestudentnews.co.uk/2024/02/17/these-are-investments-in-war-and-weaponry-the-eujps-divestment-campaign-explained/
https://thestudentnews.co.uk/2024/02/17/these-are-investments-in-war-and-weaponry-the-eujps-divestment-campaign-explained/
https://mailings.ed.ac.uk/t/27JU-1Z784-729011E72225D1E5ZIK0ZJ471E80379DB0D9C7/cr.aspx
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policies of racial discrimination against the Palestinian population with ñantisemitism.ò112 It was 

adopted in 2020 without consultation with relevant staff and student groups. It  translates an 

essentialised understanding of Jewish identity to the Israeli state. The definition has been adopted 

by UoE as foundational document to handle instances of staff and student antisemitism on 

campus.113 The intent of the IHRA, which functions as a ñquasi-normative disciplining 

frameworkò is to ñsilence, intimidate and harm those who speak up against Zionist settler-

colonial logicò (Sheehi 421, 2024).114 But UoE Senior Leadership ignored the concerns raised by 

students and staff about the definition and their requests for its un-adoption. 115 

 After the Oct 11th rally, protests on campus continued weekly, sometimes several times 

per week, with growing police presence. JPS alongside other student-led groups and community-

wide solidarity groups began to also lead these protests, which then developed into walkouts and 

sit-ins. On 17 November a library sit-in took place with over 300 protestors calling for a 

ceasefire116. 

 
112European Legal Suport Centre British Society for Middle Eastern Studies. ñFreedom of Spech and Academic 
Freedom in UK Higher Education: The Adverse Impact of IHRA Definition of Antisemitism. 
https://www.brismes.ac.uk/files/documents/Freedom%20of%20Speech%20and%20Academic%20Freedom%20in%
20UK%20Higher%20Education-BRISMES-ELSC.pdf 
113 ñHandling Allegations of Antisemitism ï Statementò, Equality, Diversity & Inclusion: Respect at Edinburgh, 
University of Edinburgh, 6 March 2024, https://equality-diversity.ed.ac.uk/respect/antisemitism  
114 Sheehi, Lara. 2024. ñIntent to Harm: Settler Colonial Outposts in Psychoanalysis.ò Middle East Critique, 33(3): 

419-434. doi:10.1080/19436149.2024.2348373.   
115 The National. ñEdinburgh University row over definition of antisemitism adopted by institution.ò 20 January 
2022. https://www.thenational.scot/news/19860297.edinburgh-University-row-definition-antisemitism-adopted-
institution/ 
116 EUJPS, 2024. I Call Upon You (Glasgow Zine Library Collection), 
https://gzlarchive.omeka.net/items/show/32045 
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Another email sent by the Vice Principal 

Students and Deputy Secretary Students is addressed to 

all students Israel and Palestine: a safe and respectful 

campus  following the sit-in117. The two senior leaders 

framed the multi-racial and multi-religious pro-

ceasefire sit-in as something that might make the UoE 

community ñthreatened and scaredò. This was followed 

by a mass-email campaign responding to the 

administration. An excerpt from JPS response reads: 

 

 ñFraming Palestinian protests as 

threatening not only distracts from the 

core issue - our Universityôs 

complicity in grave human rights 

violations - but also misrepresents the 

peaceful nature of the protest [...] 

While we acknowledge discomfort 

may arise from discussions on critical 

issues, we firmly assert that such 

discomfort should not justify 

suppressing discussions. Allowing 

privileged discomfort to dictate the 

boundaries of expression perpetuates 

injustice and impedes the ability to 

address systemic problemsò118.  

 
117 UoE Vice-Principal Students and Deputy Secretary. 2023. ñIsrael and Palestine: a safe and respectful campus. 
To: All studentsò, University of Edinburgh, 21 November 2023, https://mailings.ed.ac.uk/t/27JU-1ZFBD-
729011E72225D1E5ZIK0ZJ471E80379DB0D9C7/cr.aspx  
118 EUJPS (@eu_jps), ñOur Protests are Not Threatening! Response to the Universityôs accusational emailò 
Instagram, 23 November 2023, 
https://www.instagram.com/p/C0AC9t9IR9R/?img_index=3&igsh=MWtocGVjdXNweXlndQ%3D%3D  

Figure 8: Photos and collage of Main Library sit in as reconstructed by 

EUJPS in their Zine, "I Call Upon You". 

Figure 9: UoEôs response to it administrations email from sit-in, as 

reconstructed by EUJPS in their Zine, "I Call Upon You",  
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