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Audio check

• Can you hear the presenter talking?

• Please type yes or no in the “Zoom Group Chat”

• If you can’t hear

o Check the Audio/Visual settings in the 

Zoom Panel

o Try signing out and signing back into the 

session

o Type into the chat box and a moderator 

will try to assist you



Asking Questions

• Please hold all questions until the end of 

the formal presentation.

• Type your question into the chat box.

• We'll do our best to answer your question 

in the order in which it was received.



This session is being recorded. 

Any information that you provide during a session is optional and in doing so you are giving 

us consent to process this information.

These sessions will be stored by the University of Edinburgh for one year and published on 

our website after the event. Schools or services may use the recordings for up to a year 

on relevant University websites.

If you do not wish to have your question read out in public, you can submit the question 

privately.

No names will be read out nor will be viewable in any recordings.

Recording



Philosophy at Edinburgh

• World-leading research
o We're ranked 7th in the UK and 21st in the world for philosophy (QS World University Rankings by subject 

2023).

• Specialised study options

o Offers a broad range of study options, allowing students to tailor studies around their interests.

• Large & interdisciplinary department

o The Philosophy department at Edinburgh is one of the largest in the UK, bringing together 42 

world-class researchers approaching the study of epistemology, ethics, logic and language, 

mind and cognition, religion and science, and the history of philosophy.



MSc Epistemology, Ethics & Mind

This online MSc in Epistemology, Ethics 
and Mind is a unique programme which 
provides a thorough grounding in 
contemporary philosophy, with a particular 
emphasis on those core research areas 
where Edinburgh has particular strengths: 
epistemology, ethics, and philosophy of 
mind and cognitive science.



The programme reflects the internationally renowned research in 

philosophy that is conducted at the University of Edinburgh. No other 

research-intensive Department of Philosophy anywhere in the world runs 

an online MSc programme which is focused on these core areas of 

philosophy.

You will be able to choose from a range of option courses to tailor your 

programme to develop your own specialised interest, under the expert 

guidance of our distinguished academics.



The online programmes offer three options 
depending on what best suits your needs:

• The MSc either full-time (one year) or part time 
(between two and four years). 180 credits.

• The Diploma either full-time (9 months) or part 
time (between two and four years). 120 credits.

• The Postgraduate Certificate part time (between 
one and two years). 60 credits.

Part-time students take a minimum of 20 and a 
maximum of 60 credits per semester. 



Learning Outcomes

• Provide students with a broad knowledge of 

contemporary philosophical work in epistemology, 

ethics, and philosophy of mind & cognitive science. 

• Provide a basis for advanced research in philosophy, 

e.g. PhD. level.

• Provide a broad grounding in philosophical research 

methods.

• Develop analytic skills that can be applied to any field 

or career.



All students take the course:

Phil Skills (Online) (0 credits)

Optional courses include:

• Philosophical methods

• Epistemology

• Advanced Epistemology

• Ethics

• Advanced Ethics

• Introduction to Philosophy of Mind and Cognitive Science

• Advanced Philosophy of Mind and Cognitive Science

• Philosophy, Science and Religion 1 & 2 

• Philosophy of Science

• Philosophy of Religion

• Philosophy of Time Travel

• Islamic Philosophy (Online)

MSc Epistemology, Ethics & Mind Courses



Programme structure - MSc

Duration: Full-time study: 1 year

Part-time study: 2 – 4 years

Structure: 120 credits taught courses (6 x 20 credit 
courses)

60 credit independent dissertation



Dissertation (8,000 words, 60 credits): 

• Involves conducting research into your chosen area of 
interest

• The dissertation is written once you have completed your 
120 credits of taught courses. Full-time students write over 
the summer; part-time students can choose when to write 
their project, within a year of completing their taught 
courses.

• The dissertation is one of the key elements that potential 
PhD supervisors will evaluate.

• Several dissertations have led to publications

Programme dissertation



Programme structure
– PG Diploma

Duration: Full-time study: 9 months

Part-time study: 2 – 4 years

Structure: 120 credits taught courses (6 x 20 credit 
courses)



Programme structure – PG Cert

Duration: Full-time study: 9 months

Part-time study: 2 years

Structure: 60 credits taught courses (3 x 20 credit 
courses)



Your Learning Resources

• All courses use the ‘Learn’ Virtual learning space

• Content delivery is via pre-recorded lectures

• Weekly discussion boards to question and analyse 
the reading with your peers

• Fortnightly live seminars with the lecturer 
(attendance is encouraged but not mandatory) 

• Meetings each semester with the programme 
director, and regular one-to-one conference calls 
with your course organiser.



Research Materials

• All readings are available online.

• A comprehensive range of journals are also available 

online.

• We have a dedicated programme librarian to help with 

access to resources, including arranging access to 

books not available online (e.g. for dissertation 

research).

• An extensive library of recorded research talks from 

visiting speakers to our department.



Hear from our 
current students

• Any questions about the student 
experience?



Applying to our 

programme

• PG Office Introduction

• Gathered Field Deadlines

• Questions? 

• Contact us at pplspgoffice@ed.ac.uk

mailto:pplspgoffice@ed.ac.uk


Contact details

Programme Director

Dr Alasdair Richmond

A.Richmond@ed.ac.uk

mailto:A.Richmond@ed.ac.uk


Thank you 

Questions?


