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Audio check 

▪ Can you hear the presenter speaking?

▪ Please type “no” in the Chat area if you cannot hear the presenter

▪ If you can’t hear:

▪ Check your settings by clicking on the three little dots on the options bar and 

then ‘show device settings’. Here you can check and change your speakers.

▪ Try signing out and signing back into the session

▪ Don’t worry, the session is being recorded



▪ More > Language and speech > 
Turn on live captions

These are automated therefore 
won’t be 100% accurate

You can turn on automated live captions as follows: 

Live captions



Recording
▪ Today's session is being recorded 

▪ Any information that you provide during a session is optional and in doing so you give us 
consent to process this information 

▪ If you don't want your question or name read out in public, you can email your question to 
futurestudents@ed.ac.uk 

▪ Please  note - a few attendees’ names may be visible in the recording, if it is important that 
your name not be visible in the recording, please exit the session and re-enter using an 
incognito browser and typing in a pseudonym for yourself

▪ The session will be stored by the University of Edinburgh and published on our website after 
the event on a non-indexed web page 

▪ You will be emailed with a link to watch the session recording by the end of next week

mailto:futurestudents@ed.ac.uk
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Collaborations



Programme
• This postgraduate provides a 

blend of theoretical and 
practical education in the 
application of genetic data 
to wildlife management and 
conservation law 
enforcement.

• The overall aim of the 
programme is to equip current 
and future wildlife professionals 
with the knowledge, skills and 
global networks to address 
modern challenges in 
conservation management and 
law enforcement.

Photo by Mario Verduzco on Unsplash

Image from Canva
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Modalities of the programme

Master of Science 
(MSc)
180 credits

Postgraduate 
Diploma (PG Dip)
120 credits

Postgraduate 
Certificate
PG Cert
60 credits

Postgraduate 
Professional 
Development
PPD
Up to 50 credits

2 – 4 years

1 – 2 years Up to 2 years

3 - 6 years
3 years (if UK loan)
Dissertation in 1 year



Academic year structure for taught courses

10 credit courses (5 weeks of teaching)

20 credit courses (10 weeks of teaching)

1 graded assessment

2 graded assessments



Year 1

Essential Population Genetic 
Theory and Techniques

(20 credits)

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3

Introduction to Applied 
Conservation Genetics - 
Part 1

(10 credits)

Introduction to Applied 
Conservation Genetics - 
Part 2

(10 credits)

Introduction to Wildlife 
Forensics

(10 credits)  

Genetic Data Analysis for 
Conservation 
Management and Wildlife 
Forensics

     (10 credits)



Year 2

Applied Conservation 
Genetics and Wildlife 
Forensics

(20 credits)

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3

Elective 1

(10 credits)

Elective 2

(10 credits)

The Role of Wildlife 
Genetics in Global 
Conservation Challenges 

(20 credits)  

Pre-Dissertation

(no credits)



Year 2 Term 2 Electives

Population Genetics for 
Conservation Breeding

(10 credits)

Conservation Genetics for 
Reintroductions, 
Translocations and 
Population Monitoring

(10 credits)

Quality Management in 
Wildlife Forensic Science

(10 credits)

Reporting Forensic 
Evidence(10 credits)

Conservation Genetics Wildlife Forensics



Year 3  Dissertation

Experimental project Desk-based project

Photo by National Cancer Institute on Unsplash Photo by Lukas Blazek on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@nci?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/white-wooden-shelf-with-bottles-and-boxes-mjkRx3R3KTw?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/@goumbik?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/turned-on-black-and-grey-laptop-computer-mcSDtbWXUZU?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash


Year 3 Dissertation examples - experimental

Tool development for 
hippopotamus 
(Hippopotamus 
amphibious) DNA 
forensics

Conservation genetics 
of south Texas canids: 
using genetic 
approaches to assess 
red wolf ancestry and 
diet selection

DNA tools to authenticate 
trade in CITES listed 
species: An investigation 
with Reef Manta Ray and 
Oceanic Manta Ray

Photo by Aji Vinister Denistan on Unsplash Photo by naushad mohamed on Unsplash
Photo by Y S on Unsplash

Ex-situ conservation 
genetics of the Pancake 
Tortoise 
(Malacochersus tornieri)

Image from Wikipedia

https://unsplash.com/@ajivinister?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/brown-sea-lion-on-water-during-daytime-PnVn1nHJbPs?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/@divenau?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/black-and-white-whale-under-water-epurOEDnOnc?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/@santonii?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/a-lone-wolf-standing-in-a-field-of-tall-grass-rg3RHn4NPPs?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash


Year 3 Dissertation examples – desk-based

A Systematic Review of 
Population Monitoring 
Studies of Sea Turtles 
and Its Application to 
Conservation

A systematic review of 
molecular forensic 
approaches used for 
identification of species, sex, 
and geolocation of seized 
tiger parts

Investigating the 
influence of 
anthropogenic 
interference on red deer 
populations in Landes 
and Sologne, France

Photo by Sercan Jenkins on Unsplash Photo by Kartik Iyer on Unsplash Photo by Diana Parkhouse on Unsplash

Landscape and 
environmental genetics 
of the army ant, Eciton 
hamatum, in Panama

Image from Alex Wild in AntwWki

https://unsplash.com/@galewyn?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
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https://unsplash.com/@fit_foodie_fotographer?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
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Examples of students’ career

Bwalya Chibwe

Since completing her master’s, Bwalya has taken on several 
different roles in conservation research and practice such as 
Programme Manager to the Mistra Geopolitics and the Centre 
for Climate Science and Policy Research, and Global 
Monitoring System Database Manager for ECO-SOLVE at the 
Global Initiative Against Transnational Organised Crime.

Bwalya is currently in doing a PhD at Linköping University 
(Sweden) exploring the role digital technologies in biocultural 
conservation. As part of her research, Bwalya attended last 
year the Convention on Biological Diversity COP 16 in 
Colombia. Zambia

Sweden



Claire Delcourt

Luxembourg

Examples of students’ career

Member of Parliament of Luxembourg
Focusing on environmental and agricultural policy

Claire has been working on nature restoration law, biodiversity, food 
and nutrition policy, animal welfare, PFAS/TFA contamination, GMOs.

She regularly engages with stakeholders, including farmers, 
researchers, and NGOs, and has been involved in several EU dossiers 
related to environment and agriculture.

Claire advocates for sustainable, science-based, and resposible 
solutions.



Manager of a forest area at the very steep slopes surrounding the 
Upper Austrian lake Attersee.

Cordula’s job includes traditional economic forestry,
management of the forest habitat and wildlife management to 
prevent wild damage.

“I really enjoyed studying for the MSc. The course outline and aims were 
clear, lectures well resented and good to follow. I enjoyed working on 
the assignments, which gave me more insight into individual topics.

My thesis was a very good opportunity to combine my previous 
experience in remote sensing with my newly acquired knowledge on 
population genetics.”

Cordula Walderdoff

Austria

Examples of students’ career



LEARN Ultra – Virtual Learning Environment

Base course



LEARN Ultra – taught courses



Weekly learning content example



Assessment



Assessment type examples

Article critique

Project plans

Crime scene
 investigation

Poster preparation 
and presentation

Group debate 
and policy brief

Data interpretation
 report

Reintroduction plan

Funding proposal



LEARN Ultra – Pre-dissertation / Dissertation



Fees and costs

10 credits  £1,065

20 credits £2,125

Academic Year 2025/6 



Funding



Asking questions

▪ Type your question into the Chat Area



Contact details for follow-up questions

We apologise if we did not get through all of your questions in the time 
allotted for this session. 

If you have further questions that have not been answered, please email: 
conservation.genetics@ed.ac.uk



Thank you
The Applied Conservation Genetics Programme Team

conservation.genetics@ed.ac.uk



Professional 
skills 

Wildlife genetic 

data analysis

Project 

planning & 

grant writing

Writing reports 

and presenting 

evidence

Engagement: 

stakeholders 

and policy 

makers

Validating 

methods

Wildlife 

Forensic 

casework

Genetic data 

interpretation

Application 

of emerging 

technologies



Academic 
skills

Sourcing 

Information

Understanding 

Data

Presentation 

Skills

General 

Resources

Critical 

Reading

Critical 

Writing

Providing 

Feedback

Systematic 

Reviews



Library – reading lists
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