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Dr Vincent Bombail

▪ PhD in Molecular Toxicology, 12 years on biology of nuclear 
receptors (academia and industry)

▪ 2011 – 2021: INRAE, Research Scientist: olfaction 
neuroscience, physiology of negative/positive emotions 
(stress, play biology) 

▪ 2021 – Present: SRUC, Research Scientist: animal welfare and 
physiology of positive emotions

▪ 2023: MSc AABAW Programme Director



MSc Applied Animal Behaviour & Animal Welfare

▪ First MSc in Animal Welfare in the UK

▪ A joint venture between the University of Edinburgh and SRUC

▪ Established in 1990 by the late Prof. David Woodgush

▪ On-campus (15 – 30 students in total per year)

▪ Usually 1 yr full-time but can be done over 2-3yrs



Easter Bush campus

Easter Bush Campus



Programme Aim

▪ To provide students with a knowledge and understanding of animal behaviour
and welfare that can be applied effectively in science and in practice 

http://www.primates.com/baboons/olive-baboon.html
http://static.guim.co.uk/sys-images/Guardian/Pix/pictures/2009/3/31/1238502337395/Laboratory-mouse-in-a-sci-001.jpg


Programme content (1)

Taught Element (120 credits -September to March)

▪Introduction to Applied Animal Behaviour and Animal Welfare

▪Biology of Animal Welfare

▪Animal Cognition and Consciousness

▪Scientific Methodology

▪Animal Welfare Applications

Learn through practice: visits to farms, laboratories, the zoo



Lecturers and tutors



How do we teach?

▪ 2022-23: Hybrid Delivery

▪ Live on campus lectures

▪ Live online sessions

▪ All live lectures (on-campus and online) are recorded

▪ Pre-recorded materials

▪ All materials hosted on University Virtual Learning Environment- Blackboard Learn

▪ Assignment submission through Turnitin

▪ Practicals and visits 

▪ Opportunities for extra curricular practical experience



Programme content (2)

Dissertation Element (60 credits- March to August)

▪ projects can be done in the UK or abroad

▪ we provide a list to choose from 

▪ or help students to build own project

▪ Students can claim research expenses



Examples of dissertations

The effect of early life conditions on 

pig cognition: the effect of early life 

socialisation and enrichment on 

behavioural flexibility and its 

relationship with impulsivity

Quantifying the behaviour and 

dynamics of a bachelor herd of 

Nubian Giraffes (Giraffa

Camelopardalis) at Edinburgh Zoo

The associations between the 

types of training and games 

dog owners engage in with 

their dog(s) and their dogs’ 

behaviour, age and breed.

Behavioural assessment 

of pain in lambs castrated 

using a novel method 

(Clamp Easy) 

The relationship between 

housing, play and 

personality in dairy calves 

(Bos Taurus)

Effect of rat tickling on 

behavioural and ovarian 

responses to 

superovulation treatment

The effect of animal welfare 

education on attitudes 

towards animals in 

Ethiopian school children

Investigating the relationship 

between Animal Welfare, 

agroforestry and owner 

livelihoods in Ethiopia using the 

One Welfare Framework 

Sex Differences in 

Equine Emotional 

Response to a 

Novel Object



2023 – 24 Students

19 Students (17 FT and 2PT)

▪ UK: 3 students

▪ Europe: 4 students

▪ North America: 4 students

▪ Asia: 8 students

Backgrounds (Undergraduate degree)

▪ Vet Medicine/Vet nursing

▪ Animal Science

▪ Psychology

▪ Other (Agriculture, Zoology, Animal behaviour, Biomedical sciences, Environmental sciences)

▪ Sometimes students come from non-science backgrounds 



Since 1990 more than 700 students from at least 65 countries have completed 
the MSc



What do graduates go on to do?

▪PhD 

▪Government 

▪NGO’s / Charities

▪Teaching / Advisory

▪Industry



What do graduates go on to do?



Impact of the MSc- publications



In conclusion

MSc AABAW = A scientific journey to understand 
aspects of animal behaviour, with a view to improve 
animal welfare



Thank you for your attention!

▪ Any questions?



Asking questions (Microsoft Teams)

▪ Type your question into the Chat Area



Next steps…

https://edin.ac/student-chat-pghttps://virtualvisits.ed.ac.uk/pg

https://edin.ac/student-chat-pg
https://virtualvisits.ed.ac.uk/pg


Contact details for follow-up questions

▪ We apologise if we did not get through all of your questions in the time 
allotted for this session. If you have further questions that have not been 
answered, please email: futurestudents@ed.ac.uk

▪ Alternatively, provide Programme/Department/Service/School/College 
contact details as appropriate

mailto:futurestudents@ed.ac.uk


Thank you – click ‘Leave’ when the session ends

▪ Return to your ‘e-ticket’ to find and 
attend other sessions you’ve 
booked – by clicking on the button 
in the email we sent you…

▪ …and visit the events hub:

▪ https://edin.ac/4gZuP3G

https://edin.ac/4gZuP3G


Thank you




