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Usher Institute 

Expertise



 Better health, better futures 

Edinburgh’s Health Innovation District – a global destination for 

pioneering health innovation and enterprise 

Co-locating the Usher Institute with a community of partners from the public, private and 
third sectors seeking to transform health in society working 

with people, populations and data.





What is Public Health?

• Public Health is about preventing disease, prolonging 

life and promoting health through the efforts of society.

• A degree in public health can make a difference to the 

lives of everyday people. From the smallest 

communities to worldwide populations, the importance 

for public health professionals continues to grow.



Why choose this degree?

• Build leadership and communication skills needed to shape health 

outcomes and solve pressing public health challenges.

• Interact with some of the world's leading public health experts, 

who've helped shape clinical guidelines and government policy.

• Gain an understanding of how different scientific disciplines are used 

to investigate.

• Develop the best professional practice in epidemiology, public health 

and social science, ethics and health.

• Global, multidisciplinary, equity focus and research-led.



Why choose the University of Edinburgh?

World Health 
Organisation 
Collaborating Centre

Usher Institute

Health and Social Care 
Data-Driven Innovation Hub

Public and Global Health 
Leadership

World leading university and 
centre for global and public 
health

Access to real world data and 
cutting edge research



Why choose the University of Edinburgh?

Multidisciplinary Expertise

Excellent Study Spaces 
and Resources

Vibrant Learning 
Community

Innovation in teaching

Edinburgh ranked top 10 cities 
to study

Student Support Model and 
Student Representation



Programme Mission 

The Master of Public Health 

programme aims to equip 

students with evidence-based 

conceptual and practical tools, 

to take a critical interdisciplinary 

approach to public health 

challenges.
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1
Demonstrate a critical understanding of the 
theories, concepts and principles 
underpinning public health practice, policy 
and research.

Apply knowledge and skills and engage with 
relevant literature, in qualitative and 
quantitative disciplines.

Apply critical analysis, evaluation and synthesis 
to develop effective responses to contemporary 
public health challenges

Communicate complex public health concepts 
and issues to both public and professional 
audiences using a range of media and methods.

Exercise autonomy, take responsibility for own work 
and work constructively with peers on complex public 
health issues.
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Master of Public Health



Programme Structure

Compulsory 
courses 

(80 credits)

Elective 
courses

(40 credits)

Dissertation 
Project

 (60 credits)

September

Welcome week 
and induction

Block 1 & 2 Block 3 & 4 Block 5 & 6

120 credit taught courses

most 10 credits

Sept-Dec Jan-March Apr-Aug

180 credits



COMPULSORY COURSES (80 credits)

• Introduction to Epidemiology

• Introduction to Statistics

• Introduction to Qualitative Research

• Health Promotion

• Research Design for Public Health

• Epidemiology for Public Health

• Principles of Public Health

• Introduction to Systematic Reviews



ELECTIVE COURSES (40 credits)

• Developing and Evaluating Complex Public Health 

Interventions

• Sociology of Health and Illness

• Communicable Disease Control and Environmental Health

• Introduction to Health Economics and Resource Allocation

• Global Health Epidemiology

• Statistical Modelling

• Introduction to R for Public Health

• Investing in Global Health and Development

• Health Economics



DISSERTATION (60 credits)

• Traditional dissertation

• Policy Brief



The MPH Dissertation  - Putting  theory into practice

October

Ideation phase, thinking and 

reviewing potential projects

November

Linking up with academic 

suervisors

December

Developing your research 

project

January

Research Design Course

March

Submit ethics application for 

approval to UMREG

May

Full-time dissertation students continue 

to work on research project

September

Begin MPH

August

Submit

Dissertation



Dissertation types 
and structure

Guided format 
structure

12,000 words

Learn course with 
resources

Mixed Methods

Systematic Review

Policy Brief
Analysis/Evaluation

Quantitative

Mid August 
Submission

Qualitative
Dissertation 
Handbook



Semester 1 Semester 2 Dissertation

Block 1 Block 2 Block 3 Block 4

“Student-led” – all 
students develop 
research questions 
in Research Design 
course, then execute 
research plan in this 
period.

Principles of Public Health
Intro to Qualitative 

Research
Epidemiology for Public Health

Intro to Epidemiology Health Promotion Developing & Evaluating Complex Interventions

Intro to
Statistics

Intro to Systematic 
Reviews

Research Design for 
Public Health

Communicable Disease 
Control

Intro to R for Public Health
Global Health Epidemiology

Public Health Policy*
Investing in Global Health & 

Development

Statistical Modelling

Sociology of Health & Illness

Essential academic and professional skills

External Elective Courses

Many relevant elective courses from other Schools within University of Edinburgh.
Semesters 1 & 2 (See DRPS)



• Develop subject knowledge

• Train in relevant research skills

• Prepare for a career in diverse areas 

Programme 
Ethos

Meet contemporary challenges in 

public health



• Monitor the health status of the community 

• Identify health needs

• Develop programmes to reduce risk and screen for early disease 

• Control communicable disease ….

• Epidemiology is the study of the distribution and determinants of 

disease in a population.

• Necessary for planning and evaluating strategies to prevent and treat 

disease.

• Requires knowledge and skills in theory, data collection and analysis, 

critical appraisal.

• What social factors determine health at a population level?

• What factors drive the public towards/ away from accessing health 

services?

• Social Science → Evidence Based Medicine

Public Health Specialty Pathways

“Classic” Public Health

Epidemiology

Social Science of Health



• Monitor the health status of the community 

• Identify health needs

• Develop programmes to reduce risk and screen for early disease 

• Control communicable disease ….

• Epidemiology is the study of the distribution and determinants of disease in 

a population.

• Necessary for planning and evaluating strategies to prevent and treat disease.

• Requires knowledge and skills in theory, data collection and analysis, critical 

appraisal.

• What social factors determine health at a population level?

• What factors drive the public towards/ away from accessing health services?

• Social Science → Evidence Based Medicine

Public Health Specialty Pathways

“Classic” Public Health

Epidemiology

Social Science of Health

Relevant courses:  Communicable Disease Control, Public Health 

Policy, Epidemiology for Public Health

Relevant courses: Introduction to R for Public Health, 

Statistical Modelling, Global Health Epidemiology

Relevant courses: Sociology of Health and Illness and 

Public Health Policy



Study skills support



Career support 
and advice





Student

Academic 
Cohort 

Leadership

Teaching 
Teams

Integrated 
Peer 

Support

Professional 
Services
Student 

Experience 
Teams

Student

Communication

Student Support 

Ecosystem



• Course Feedback

• Staff Student Liaison Committee 

• Programme Student Representatives

• School Student Representatives

• Postgraduate Taught Student Experience 

Survey

• Edinburgh University Students’ Association

Your Voice



EUSA EVENTS



Applying - Entry Requirements

• A UK 2:1 honours degree, or its international equivalent, in medicine, 

nursing, social science, science, biomedicine, or other related discipline.

• Personal Statement as part of your application

• English language programme requirements

Programme start date: 8 September 2025

Application deadlines: Round 1: 13 Dec 2024

 

Round 2: 21 February 2025 

Round 3: 25 April 2025  

Round 4: 20 June 2025 

Final Round: 22 August 2025



On Campus Fees 2024/25

2 YEAR

2 YEARS £12,7351 YEAR £28,800MSc FULL-TIME

AWARD DURATION STUDY MODE FEE UK FEE INTERNATIONAL/EU

£13,800

2 YEAR £14,400MSc PART-TIME £6,500



Scholarships and Funding

• The Glenmore Postgraduate Scholarship

• UoE Graduate Scholarship Scheme

U S E  T H E  S C H O L A R S H I P  

S E A R C H  T O O L  

Scholarship Search | The University of Edinburgh



Next steps…
https://edin.ac/student-chat-pghttps://virtualvisits.ed.ac.uk/pg 

https://edin.ac/student-chat-pg
https://virtualvisits.ed.ac.uk/pg


Contact details for follow-up questions

• We apologise if we did not get through all of your questions in the time 
allotted for this session. If you have further questions that have not 
been answered, please email: futurestudents@ed.ac.uk 

or alternatively you can contact the MPH team directly on the email below:

• MPH on campus email: mph.campus@ed.ac.uk

mailto:futurestudents@ed.ac.uk
mailto:mph.campus@ed.ac.uk


Thank you – click ‘Leave’ when the session ends

• Return to your ‘e-ticket’ to find 
and attend other sessions you’ve 
booked – by clicking on the 
button in the email we sent 
you…

• …and visit the events hub:
• https://edin.ac/4gZuP3G

https://edin.ac/4gZuP3G


Thank you
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