
Postgraduate 
Programmes in 
Theology and 
Religious Studies

Prof Rachel Muers, November 2024



Welcome live from New College, Edinburgh!

 Audio Check
 Recording of the session
 Presentation
 Q&A
 Next steps



Audio check (Microsoft Teams)
 Can you hear the presenter speaking?

 Please type “no” in the Chat area if you cannot hear the presenter

 If you can’t hear:

 Check your settings by clicking on the three little dots on the options bar and then ‘show device 

settings’. Here you can check and change your speakers.

 Try signing out and signing back into the session

 Don’t worry, the session is being recorded



Live captions (Microsoft Teams)

 You can turn on automated live 
captions as follows: 

 More > Language and speech > 
Turn on live captions

 These are automated - they won’t 
be 100% accurate



Recording (MS Teams) 

 Today's session is being recorded 
 Any information that you provide during a session is optional and in doing so you give 

us consent to process this information 
 If you don't want your question or name read out in public, you can email your question 

to futurestudents@ed.ac.uk
 Please  note - a few attendees’ names may be visible in the recording. If it is important 

that your name not be visible in the recording, please exit the session and re-enter 
using an incognito browser and typing in a pseudonym for yourself

 The session will be stored by the University of Edinburgh and published on our website 
after the event on a non-indexed web page 

 You will be emailed with a link to watch the session recording by the end of next week
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Who we are – our School and our community

 An overview of our postgraduate 
programmes 
 Taught and research
 On-campus and online

 Applying and joining us

 How our programmes work
 Taught on-campus programmes 
 Taught online programme
 Research programmes



Our School community

 Our community of 300 
undergraduate and 150 
postgraduate students and about 
40 full-time academic staff come 
from all over the world and with a 
variety of religious affiliations. 

 They include internationally 
respected scholars working in a 
wide range of specialisms.



What we do and 
what you can be part of
 Research and teaching across the full breadth 

of Theology and Religious Studies



Meet some of our people and see our 
space…

Studying at New 
College helped 

me find my voice

Carolina Sanz: 
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Our taught postgraduate courses
Courses offerings for 2024-5 – subject to variations.
For campus students, each programme has different requirements but you’ll 
always have some flexibility to choose





What about research degrees?
 PhD programmes all have a similar structure – and are all available

 Full-time on campus
 Part-time on campus
 Part-time by distance

 One-year research Masters full-time on campus – small-scale independent 
research project with training and support



Being an on campus taught postgraduate student 
A full-time student will typically have…
 Two or three taught courses in each of two semesters (Sept-Dec, Jan-

April)…
 …with two to three hours of class time per course per week…
 …alongside specialist research seminars bringing together staff, research 

students and taught postgraduates…
 …and individual meetings with staff as relevant



Being a taught postgraduate student online –
Philosophy, Science and Religion

 Discussion-based live online sessions, 
with some recorded online lectures to 
watch at your own pace

 Core courses giving an overview of 
Philosophy, Science and Religion; 
options in science and religion, 
philosophy, ethics, theology



Being a PhD student… some key features
 Study space in New College
 Specialist research seminars, major 

lecture series and public events
 Teaching opportunities
 Social gatherings (in-person and 

online)
 Distance students – join us every year 

for a week in Edinburgh in the summer!



Thinking of joining us? Next steps
 Explore our website for details of courses – and then 

apply through the Degree Finder Subject area: 
Theology and Religious Studies

 Thinking of applying for a PhD? Get in touch! Academic 
staff are always happy to hear from potential students 
and to discuss research proposals – contact Rachel 
Muers for advice if you’re not sure whom to ask

 Interested in scholarships and funding? Apply by the 
beginning of February for School PhD scholarships



Asking questions (Microsoft Teams)

 Type your question into the Chat Area



Next Steps…

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=cKgvjDRKa7w&t=1s

 https://edin.ac/student-chat-pg



Contact details for follow-up questions

 We apologise if we did not get through all of your questions in 
the time allotted for this session. If you have further questions 
that have not been answered, please email:

 futurestudents@ed.ac.uk for general University queries
 div.pgadmissions@ed.ac.uk for School-specific queries



Thank you – click ‘Leave’ when the session ends

 Return to your ‘e-ticket’ to find and attend other sessions 
you’ve booked – by clicking on the button in the email we sent 
you…

 …and visit the events hub:
 https://edin.ac/4gZuP3G




