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Welcome live from Edinburgh!

= Audio Check

= Recording of the session
" Presentation

= Question and Answer

= Next steps
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Audio check (Microsoft Teams)

= Can you hear the presenter speaking?
= Please type “no” in the Chat area if you cannot hear the presenter

= |fyou can’t hear:

Check your settings by clicking on the three little dots on the options bar and -

then ‘show device settings’. Here you can check and change your speakers.
£33 Show device settings
Try signing out and signing back into the session

Don’t worry, the session is being recorded
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Live captions (Microsoft Teams)

You can turn on automated live captions as follows:

More > Language and speech >
Turn on live captions

@ Record and transcribe

@ Meeting info

&) Video effects

These are automated therefore Turn on live captions A" Language and speech
Won’t be lOOO/O accurate C8 Turn on Speaker Coach

% Call me
©) Help
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Recording @

= Today's session is being recorded

= Any information that you provide during a session is optional and in
doing so you give us consent to process this information

= |f you don't want your question or name read out in public, you can email
your question to futurestudents@ed.ac.uk

* The session will be stored by the University of Edinburgh and published
on our website after the event on a non-indexed web page

= You will be emailed with a link to watch the session recording by the
end of next week
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MMus in Composition

= \Who is this programme for?
= What kind of compositional experience/background do you need?

" |n brief, what does the MMus in Composition offer?
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MMus in Composition (Cont)

= We offer broad skills training in a highly flexible programme. As a student on the
programme you’ll explore a range of compositional practices and approaches that will
stand you in good stead for a successful career as a composer.
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A Multidisciplinary Programme leading to an Interdisciplinary Practice

During this Programme you will have opportunity to
make:

= Acoustic and instrumental music
= Screen/film/animation music

* |nteractive game audio

= Sound installations and sonic art
= Songs - in studio and live contexts

= Avariety of other options such as opera, dance, work
for specific communities, work engaging with new
technologies.

= Graduates will have professional, practical, analytical
and intellectual skills to take into music-related
industries or on towards further academic study, such
as a PhD.
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Programme Structure

= The programme is the MMus Composition
Degree, made up of different courses —-some
compulsory, some chosen.

= Classes and teaching happen over two
semesters (September to December; January
to April) with a supervised final Project over

the summer months (May to September)

DINBURGH
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Structure (cont)

Across five taught courses, and an extensive final project, you will attend a combinations of

Lectures
NEIIRELS
Tutorials
Workshops
Events

These interactions are suBForted and led by Composition staff as well as visiting external

rofessionals and ensembles — such as the current Ensemble in Residence, The Plus Minus

nsemble.

Activities that are running as we speak today include. ..

NIVE,
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courses

= The MMus in Composition is part of a suite of
Masters programmes offered here at the Reid
School of Music. We have the MSc in Sound
Design, the MA in Musicology, and the MSc in
Acoustics and Music Technology

= These parallel programmes mean that you can
access a wide variety of courses and

teaching...

EDINBURGH
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., THE UNIVERSITY of EDINBURGH
. DEGREE REGULATIONS & PROGRAMMES OF STUDY 2024/2025

DRPS : DPTs : Edinburgh College of Art DPTs

Degree Programme Table: Composition (MMus) (Full-time) rmuscmvpsti

Jump to: Year 1

Year 1 Academic year: 2024725, Starting in: September

NOTES:

Your course options selections should result in 40 credits worth of selected courses in each of Semesters 1 and 2, whether you draw from container A1 only,
or across containers A1, A2, and A3.

Compulsory courses

You must take these courses

Music Masters Final Project Portfolio of Compositions (Level
Must be passed at 50% and taken 11)

during Block 5 (Sem 2) and beyond Must be taken during Full Year
MUSI11061 60 credits MUSI11077 40 credits
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Course options

Group A

Select exactly 80 credits in this group.

Course Collection 1

Select between 40 and 80 credits of the following courses

NOTES:
Please ensure that you select at most 40 credits worth of courses in each Semester

Digital Media Studio Project Interactive Sound Environments Music on Screen Introduction to Community Arts Audio Crafting
Practice: Modes, Methods and
Meanings
ARCH11006 20 credits ARCH11010 20 credits MUSI11045 20 credits MUSI11053 20 credits MUSI11063 20 credits
Soundtracks for Screen Creative Coding for Sound Instrumentation and Timbre Composing for Screen
MUSI11065 20 credits MUSI11067 20 credits MUSI11068 20 credits MUSIT1071 20 credits
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Courses (Cont)

Other courses include:

Jazz Studies, Research Methods, Improvisation as social process, Studies in Popular music, Notation
and editing, Music and Human Communication, Music Philosophy and Politics, as well as a host of
level 10 and 11 courses across the University in places such as the Futures Institute.

OXVE,
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Example Course: Portfolio of Compositions (Full Year)

Across semesters 1 and 2

Lectures - fortnightly (2hrs)
Seminars - Fortnightly (1hr)
Tutorials - Fortnightly in small groups of 3

Workshops - examples this year include No Input
Mixing, plano composition, opera making etc...

This class is the backbone of the programme -
opportunities to hear different approaches, and to
get to know the composition staff and your peers.

Leads to a final submission of a portfolio of work in
April, which will underpin your Final Project.
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Faculty Statf at the Reid School of Music

Dr Martin Parker
Professor Benedict Taylor
Professor Elaine Kelly

Dr Morag Grant

Professor Annette Davidson
Dr Anne Desler

Professor Raymond MacDonald
Dr Marian Jago

Professor Katie Overy

Dr James Cook

Dr Gareth Williams

Dee Isaacs

Roderick Buchanan-Dunlop
Dr Nikki Moran

Dr Tom Mudd

Dr Chris Letcher

Dr Mike Newton

Professor Stefan Bilbao
Dr Phil Alexander

Richard Craig
Dr Una Macglone

Dr Neil Smith

Dr Jules Rawlinson A collective of external/visiting tutors
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Venues/ Facilties/ Equipment

The Reid Concert hall is a 19th Century 250-seat concert space with professional

recording facilities attached.

The West Court is a large public art and performance venue ideal for experimental

and new musical work.

The Wee Red Bar is a perfect venue for Jazz, electronic and other forms of amplified

music.

St Cecilia’s Hall is Scotland’s oldest concert hall and features an extraordinary

collection of rare musical instruments and a unique acoustic.

Five production studios in stereo or 5.1 configurations currently based in Alison

House, the home of the Reid School of Music, enhance these spaces.
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Venues/Facilties/Equipment

There are numerous labs and maker-spaces across the campus and
various bookable spaces available for recording experiments and
installations. There is also a bank of music practice rooms available

in the basement of Alison House.

We have developed two 360-degree audio mixing spaces which are

available for experiments in VR, AR, Dolby Atmos and ambisonics.

We have stocked our studio cupboard with a wealth of
microphones, location recorders, cameras, speakers, cables and VR

equipment available for booking and flexible use.

The Reid School of Music is an All Steinway School with 28 pianos

available for performance and rehearsal across the campus.
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Career Opportunities

The rich, cross-disciplinary programme of study we offer provides graduates with advanced skills in
composing across formats and in a range of contexts from film and game music through to music for
theatre and music for the concert hall, album, mobile phone or studio.

As a graduate of this programme you will feel empowered to take on commissions in professional
compositional areas and to pursue your own creative path as an independent composer.

Graduates from our composition degrees are now working in the following industries:
* theatre
* radio

TV and video games

sound recording

live performance

gigging singer-songwriting
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Career Opportunities

= And many are active on the global music scene as composers in residences
with:
orchestras
ensembles
educational projects
other art spaces

= Many are running successful music-related businesses around the world, and
several have PhDs and are pursuing academic careers.

= You will gain a wide variety of transferable skills, such as the ability to research
& analyse music, structure & manage your time, work and communicate
effectively as part of an arts production team. These skills will increase your
employability across the arts and further afield.
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Entry Requirements

» These entry requirements are for the 2025/26 academic year.

= Normally a UK 2:1 honours degree, or its international equivalent, in a relevant subject such as music, sound design, sonic arts, media

arts, film and animation music, radio, accompanied by a portfolio introducing us to some recent work that you are proud of.

= Your portfolio should include three pieces of work and can include a range of items such as acoustic, electronic, score-based or media
music, a small collection of sound recordings, performances or documentation of a sound-based project, such as an installation, film

or animation.

= Whatever you include, it should clearly be your own work. A short explanation of your role in collaborative projects is required. Your

portfolio is best uploaded with the application as a PDF file with explanations about the projects and links to the work hosted on a

reliable and accessible online platform.

» |fyou do not meet the academic entry requirements or if you do not have a music-related degree, we may still consider your

application if you have significant professional composition-related experience supported by a substantial portfolio. Please contact us

to check before you apply.
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International Students

Students from China
This degree isBand C

https://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/international/postgraduate-entry/asia/china

International qualifications
Check whether your international qualifications meet our general entry requirements:

https://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/international/postgraduate-entry

English language requirements

Regardless of your nationality or country of residence, you must demonstrate a level of English language
competency which will enable you to succeed in your studies.

https://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/postgraduate/applying/your-application/entry-requirements
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Students who follow this programme will:

obtain a broad foundation in music composition across multiple genres, contexts and fields
explore the use of techniques and technologies involved in contemporary composition in a creative way

be able to analyse and think deeply about new musical composition and its role in a wider creative arts

environment

develop understanding of the scope and limitations of music-related technologies and techniques as

they apply to composition
engage in cross-disciplinary collaboration in the context of audiovisual and media practice
discover new creative uses of advanced technologies and compositional techniques

foster the ability to work cooperatively in groups in the context of composition.
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Asking questions (Microsoft Teams)

= Type your question into the Chat Area

|Typ€ a neéw message

A/ D
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Next steps...

https://virtualvisits.ed.ac.uk/pg https://edin.ac/student-chat-pg

Chat Ask

about us about

online part-time
studying

community

Ask us
about
studying
online

Ask us
about our
experience
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https://edin.ac/student-chat-pg
https://virtualvisits.ed.ac.uk/pg

Contact details for follow-up questions

= We apologise if we did not get through all of your questions in the time
allotted for this session. If you have further questions that have not been
answered, please email: futurestudents@ed.ac.uk

= Perhaps your questions haven’t fully formed yet, or perhaps they will come
up if you look at other institutions or attend other open days. Email me
directly at Gareth.Williams@ed.ac.uk.
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Thank you - click ‘Leave’ when the session ends

= Return to your ‘e-ticket’ tofind and = ...and visit the events hub:

attend other sessions you've e httos://edin ac/4o7 UP3G
booked - by clicking on the button T =

in the email we sentyou...

Postgraduate study
MR e RN — T OPEN DAYS, EVENTS AND VISITS

(52) Postgraduate Virtual 25 = 7 S

oo Open Days

> postgrac

of EDINBURGH

Welcome to the Postgraduate Events Hub!

12to 14 November2024 -

This page complements the live sessions, providing useful resources to support you and links you can explore during
the event for more informa

'In between sessions....Discover more about Edinburgh and the University community

It's Day One!
Hi Beth,
. [ ® Student Tours of Edinburgh Neighbourhoods
Itis Day One of our pen Days! We are looking forward to welcoming you
during the day.

+ [ ® pho student stories

= * | © studentBlogs
Joining the event
To access the event, use your 'ticket' link below. The sessions are listed in chronological order Explore our academic Schools and Student Services
and the times shown are in Greenwich Mean Time (GMT).
2

) that interests you, then click on the '+ icon and it will open up a box
content.

The link to join

il appear 15 minutes before it starts.

Virtual Open Days Ticket
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Thank you

Dr Gareth Williams
Gareth.Williams@ed.ac.uk
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