
My name is Stephen Porter, I am originally from Canada and I am studying the MSc 
in Carbon Management at the University of Edinburgh.  
 
I chose Edinburgh University because I wanted a programme where I could leverage 
my previous professional experience at a world class institution where students have 
access to and are taught by leaders in their research fields.  
 
One of the main advantages of how this particular programme is structured is that the 
fact that it is multi-disciplinary, you cut across in the core courses in climate science, 
business as well as economics. Subsequent to that you have the opportunity to pursue 
your own specific interests, but at the end of the day you are going to be challenged 
by the students, the lecturers and the material, but you’ll enjoy doing it.  
 
My dissertation topic is called black carbon. It is looking at and quantifying the 
impacts of the 2012 fire season in Australia which by many measures was the most 
extreme that they have ever had.  
 
My classmates, they are completely mad, it is a great bunch of students. The varied 
backgrounds, there 15-20 different nationalities, the experiences are very different, 
the advantages of all of this is that you get some lively discussions, both in the lecture 
hall as well as down the pub.  
 
The Carbon Management programme has helped me prepare for the future by 
providing the opportunity to engage with other students across the university, not just 
Carbon Management and Geoscience, but also within the business school. In my own 
personal case, there is myself and two others, one from Carbon Management and one 
from the MBA programme that will be setting up our own venture. We wouldn't have 
done it without the university.  
 
My favourite memory of the year is my boys who are 7, 6 and 4saying that it is really 
cool that daddy has gone back to school, just like them and asking when they can 
come as well.  
 
The reason to choose Edinburgh is that you have a unique programme with Carbon 
Management. The cohort in 2013 will have a fantastic new building and Edinburgh on 
its own is just a beautiful city.  


