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1 Introduction 
A full inspection of all GeoSciences labs and workshops was made by Dick Kroon (Regius 
Professor of Geology) and Helen Pearson (School Health and Safety Manager) on the 22nd and 
24th August 2012. The primary purpose of the tour was to audit compliance with the terms of the 
School Health & Safety Policy, and to monitor and review the operation of that Policy in School 
laboratory facilities and if any improvements had been made since the previous year. 

2 Findings applicable to most labs 
A significant item noticed during the audit was the lack of users signing the safety folders that 
indicated that they had read and understood the Risk Assessments and COSHH Assessments. It 
is important that this is competed for ALL lab users, including visitors and our own staff, 
undergraduates and postgraduates. Two lab users were “interviewed” during the course of the 
audit and had not read or signed the folders. In other labs, it was noticed that there were no 
signings, yet those labs have users and in others, the most recent dates are 2008. 
 
It is important that all lab users are aware of the hazards contained within the lab and they 
understand the health effects of chemicals they are using and more importantly how to protect 
themselves against harm and what to do in the event of an emergency. 

2.1 Housekeeping 
On a positive note, most areas were showing a good level of housekeeping and this appears to 
have been maintained as noted in last year’s report.  
 
Documentation 
On the whole, COSHH and Risk Assessments are up to date, which is an improvement on last 
year. There are still some areas that are lacking in this area and it is hoped this will be rectified, by 
those responsible for the laboratories.  
In those that are up to date, there are still old risk assessments present, these should be removed 
and archived to prevent confusion to lab users. This was requested last year. 

2.2 Gas Regulators 
On the whole, this area has improved significantly from last year and a lot of new regulators were 
noted. In some areas, they are still to be labeled with the installation date so that it is clear when 
they need to be changed over. 
 
If a lab manager possesses regulators that are not coded and are unable to date them, then it is 
advisable that they are replaced. All new regulators should be sourced from reputable suppliers 
and conform to appropriate standards (e.g. BS, EN, ISO etc.). 
 
The lifetime of a regulator is 5 years (2 years for regulators used with corrosive gases) (British 
Compressed Gases Association, Publication CP23). A regulator will age irrespective of the amount 
of use it is put to. Regulators that become damaged, contaminated or dysfunctional should be 
replaced as and when necessary.  
 

3 Individual laboratory reports 

3.1 Biochar Labs 
The labs are slightly overcrowded at present. This is due to materials being decanted from the 
store room so that the asbestos floor could be removed. They are now awaiting a decision on roof 
repairs before the items are moved back in. Despite this, items are stored neatly and are located 
well out of exit routes, with the small exception on the pilot plant. 
 

3.1.1 Lab 1  

 Nothing to report 
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3.1.2 Lab 2 

 Nothing to report 

3.1.3 Lab 3 

 Nothing to report 

3.1.4 Store - Room 4 

 Nothing to report 

3.1.5 Store Room 5 

 Nothing to report 

3.1.6 Lab 6 

 Nothing to report 

3.1.7 Lab 7 

 Need to ask Works Dept. to trim outside shrubbery as it is starting to encroach on 
path which is emergency exit. 

3.1.8 Lab 8 

 Nothing to report 

3.1.9 Lab 9 

 Nothing to report 

3.1.10 Pilot plant 

 Check dates of review on risk assessment – due year is same as completion year 
 Dirty, used once masks were left on shelf. It was reported that these were used on 

several occasions by users. The disposable dust masks should be used only once 
and then thrown away. This is to prevent cross contamination from hands and 
external part of mask to the inner part of mask. The masks were also left unprotected 
on a shelf in the office of the pilot plant. The masks were disposed of at time of audit. 

 Need to add a date to Nitrogen regulator. 

3.2 Crew Labs 

3.2.1 Room 1 – Andy McLeod 

 Currently being used as a store room. 

3.2.2 Room 2 – Andy McLeod 

 Nothing to report 

3.2.3 Room 4 – Andy Gray, John Mormon 

 As per last year, need better storage of COSHH Assessments, need plastic wallets or 
at least holes punched and stored in the folder.  

 An eye wash test sheet has been created since last year’s request but unfortunately 
this is only on a monthly basis, whereas it should be weekly.  

 Need to update risk assessment as still out of date, shows last done in 2009 and 
there should be an annual review.  

3.2.4 Room 5 – Andy Gray, John Mormon 

 An eye wash test sheet has been created since last year’s request but unfortunately 
this is only on a monthly basis, whereas it should be weekly.  
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3.2.5 Room 11 – Maurizio Mencuccini 

 This room is significantly tidier than at the last audit. It is understood that a lot of the 
equipment has been removed to the field. 

 There are still a lot of heavy items stored above head height and which may be 
dislodged by opening the cupboard doors. 

 Still need to make sure students sign Risk and COSHH Assessments. 

3.2.6 Room 12 – Matt Williams 

 Some tidying is needed as things have not been put away after being washed up and 
the benches are cluttered. 

 Cardboard boxes at height are uneven and liable to topple. The lab users should 
consider whether they need what is in the boxes, and if so, transferring it to plastic 
storage containers which will stack more easily. 

 At the time of the audit, there was a lab user sitting at a laptop in a position which was 
not very ergonomic. Remove the box from under the bench to allow the users to sit 
more comfortably. 

3.2.7 Room 13 – Dave Reay / Kate Heal 

 Nothing to report 

3.2.8 Room 14 - John Moncrieff / Tom Wade 

 Still no COSHH assessments visible for chemicals in cupboard 
 Still need Risk Assessments 
 There has been some improvement in the tidiness of this room but more work still 

needs to be done. 
 Heavy items are still located above head height. 

3.2.9 Room 15 - John Moncrieff / Tom Wade 

 COSHH & Risk  Assessments still needed 

3.2.10 Room 17 – John Moncrieff / Tom Wade 

 Waste on floor needs to be tidied up. 

3.2.11 Room 18 – John Moncrieff / Tom Wade 

 Need to add a date to the Regulator as to when it was first used. 

3.2.12 Room 20 – GC Lab – Andy McLeod/ Kate Heal/Dave Reay 

 This room has had new racking for gas canisters added since the last audit.  
 Need to add dates to some of Regulators as they need a date of first use. 
 There appears to be MSDS but no accompanying COSHH assessments. 
 There doesn’t seem to be a risk assessment for the room. 
 The last user seems to be 2008, but it is known that people have used the lab since 

then. 

3.2.13 Room 23 – Andy Gray, John Mormon 

 There needs to be a sheet for users to sign that they have read & understood the risk 
assessment. 

 Needs to be swept out and waste thrown away. 

3.3 Grant Labs 

3.3.1 Workshop – Bob Brown, Alex Hart 

The workshop was slightly more crowded than usual as it now contains some items that were 
previously stored in the John Murray Labs. 

 Need to continue with COSHH and risk assessments for this area as they have 
lapsed. 

 Items still stored at height, need to be relocated. 
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 Need to change regulator on Argon as it is out of date. 

3.3.2 Room 112 – John Craven 

 Need to update risk assessment as it expired June 2011 
 COSHH is due October 2012 
 It was noted that hot beverages were taken into the lab, despite a sign saying no food 

or drink.  

3.3.3 Room 113 – John Craven 

 Need to update risk assessment as it expired June 2011 
 COSHH is due October 2012 

3.3.4 Room 114 – Nicola Cayzer 

 Risk Assessments need updating. 
 Regulators need replaced as dated as 2002 & 2006 

3.3.5 Room 119 – John Craven / Nicola Cayzer 

 Regulator needs replacing, dated as 2001 
 Need to update risk assessment as it expired June 2011 
 COSHH is due October 2012 

3.3.6 Room 120 – Chris Hayward 

 Last lab user to sign risk assessments was 2010, but there have been users since this 
date. 

 Risk assessments need updating. 

3.3.7 Room 121 – John Craven 

 Regulator needs replaced soon as dated 2007 

3.3.8 Room 123 – Ian Butler 

 Risk assessments needs to be reviewed and updated 
 Need to make sure lab users are reading and signing off on risk assessments 

3.3.9 Room 126 – Ian Butler 

 Still contains old heater which should be removed 
 Need to update risk assessments and make sure they are signed off. 

3.3.10 High pressure lab – 2kb 

 Not visited as currently used for storage 

3.3.11 High Pressure lab – 10kb 

 Not visited as currently used for storage 

3.3.12 X-ray Development lab 

 Need to update risk assessments 
 Substance presumed to be oil is not covered or labeled on bench 
 Large bottle of ethanol on bench – should be away in flammable storage cupboard 
 Large number of components on floor in packing boxes – should be unpacked and put 

away or put into use. 
 No date on regulator so unsure of age – needs to have date of first use added to it 
 Lots of flammable tins stored on shelves, should be in flammable storage cupboard. 

3.3.13 Room 133/134 – Ian Butler 

 COSHH assessments need to be still signed off as per last year and year before 
 Need to be more COSHH forms as there do not seem enough for the substances in 

the room or MSDS in folder 
 Risk Assessments need to be updated. 
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 Batteries left on floor need to be better stored or disposed of 
 Can’t currently exit via Rm 134 in the event of emergency due to packing cases in 

corridor. These need to be removed ASAP to prevent tripping / egress hazard in an 
emergency. 

3.3.14 Rm 135 – Ian Butler 

 Nothing to report 

3.3.15 Room 136 – Thor Thordarson  

 Still need to have a safety folder  
 Need to do Risk and COSHH assessments for the lab. 

3.3.16 Room 207  

 Nothing to report 

3.3.17 Room 214 – Ian Butler / Ann Mennim/Chris McDermott/Nic Odling/Linda 
Kirstein/Katriona Edlmann 

This lab has recently be refurbished and is just getting back together/ 
 Need to rehang fire blanket 
 Need to rehang safety folder 
 RA is out of date – currently dated as 2008 (Ann) 
 Another risk assessment in the folder is not dated (Katriona) 

3.3.18 Room 219 / 220 – Ann Mennim 

 Risk and COSHH assessments now due to be updated 
 Still need to replace gas regulators. 

3.3.19 Room 222 – Chemical Store – Ann Mennim 

 Review the chemical store and throw out old chemicals at next disposal slot 
 Review dates on Risk Assessments are confusing and now need to be reviewed. 
 Folder refers to written instructions for dishwasher – but non obvious 

3.3.20 Room 223 – Walter Geibert 

 Undergoing refurbishment. 

3.3.21 Room 224 – Colin Chilcott 

 One gas canister not secured 
 Regulators now due for replacement - 2007 
 Need a COSHH assessment for liquid nitrogen. 

3.3.22 Room 225 – Walter Geibert 

 Undergoing refurbishment 

3.3.23 Room 227 – Ann Mennim 

 Risk assessments now due 

3.3.24 Room 230/231 - Nick Odling 

 Need to replace gas regulator. 

3.3.25 Room 233 - Nick Odling 

 Risk assessments need updating 
 Should move kettle & coffee items to office, not in lab 
 Need to get students to sign off on risk and COSHH assessments 

3.3.26 Cupboard Room next to 233 – Walter Geibert 

 Undergoing refurbishment 
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3.3.27 Room 235 – Walter Geibert 

 Undergoing refurbishment 

3.3.28 Room 236 – Ann Mennim / Alan Pike 

 Need to empty waste bin as overflowing 
 Lab coats left on benches not hung up 
 Need to hang up fire blanket 
 No students signed if for 2012, but there have been some use of the lab. 
 Risk assessment now due/ 

3.3.29 Room 237 – Alan Pike / Jim Smith 

 Noise levels should be measured for cryogenic magnetometer 
 Risk assessment not signed off by author 

3.3.30 Room 238 – Jenny Tait / Alan Pike / Jim Smith 

 Needs a tidy 
 Need to update risk assessments 
 No users have signed to say they have read risk assessments 

3.3.31 Room 241 - Jenny Tait / Thor Thordarson 

 No date on regulators 
 No date on risk assessment 

3.3.32 Room 242 

 Nothing to report 

3.3.33 Room 243 – NERC 

 Nothing to report 

3.3.34 Room 244 & 255 – NERC 

 Nothing to report 

3.3.35 Room 247 – NERC 

 Kettle and biscuits located in work area. 

3.3.36 Room 304 – Kate Darling 

 Ensure Risk & COSHH assessments are up to date and in correct folders. 

3.4 John Murray Labs 

3.4.1 Room 5 – Steve Mowbray / Greg Cowie 

 COSHH forms have been updated & completed 
 Risk Assessments are needed to be updated as currently 2006 
 Food & drink in lab 
 Helium regulator is dated as 2003 so should be replaced. 

3.4.2 Room 7 – Ian Butler / Bryne Ngwenya 

 Student observed not wearing lab coat and wearing sandals in the lab 
 Polystyrene boxes under fume cupboard to be tidied /disposed of 
 Risk assessments need to be updated 

3.4.3 Room 8 – Ian Butler / Bryne Ngwenya 

 Risk assessments need to be updated 
 COSHH forms not signed and were due for review Nov 2011 
 Student observed wearing headphones and took several minutes to respond to 

instructions from academic who did not actually ask for them to be removed. 
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3.4.4 Room 10 – Mike Hall 

 Need to continue removing old equipment 

3.4.5 Room 12/13 – Mike Hall 

 Nothing to report 

3.4.6 Room 14 – Mike Hall 

 Bleach should be put away when not in use and it should be ensured that there is a 
COSHH assessment in place. 

3.4.7 Room 18- Bryne Ngwenya 

 Risk Assessments have expired 
 Cigarette lighter found in hot room where shaker table is located. 

3.5 Rock Crushing / Grinding Rooms – Nic Odling 
 Student using equipment had not read risk assessments 
 Hoover hose appears to have melted so needs replacing 
 Risk assessments need to be updated 

3.6 Geography Labs 

3.6.1 Room 3.01 – Elaine MacDougall / Andy Hein 

 Unable to be audited due to ongoing works 

3.6.2 Room 3.02 – Anthony Newton  

 Unable to be audited due to ongoing works 

3.6.3 Room 3.03 – Elaine MacDougall / Andy Hein 

 Unable to be audited due to ongoing works 

3.6.4 Clean Lab - Elaine MacDougall / Andy Hein 

 Unable to be audited due to ongoing works 

3.6.5 Room 3.05A – Elaine MacDougall / Andy Hein 

 Unable to be audited due to ongoing works 

3.6.6 Room 3.06 – Anthony Newton 

 Unable to be audited due to ongoing works 

3.6.7 Room 3.07 – Anthony Newton 

 Unable to be audited due to ongoing works 

3.6.8 Basement Lab – Eva Panagiotakopulu 

 Will be undertaken when other labs are assessed at a later date. 


