
School of GeoSciences 
Health & Safety Committee 

Minutes of Meeting held on 4th June 2013 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Present: 
(HP) Helen Pearson (H&S Manager for School)(Chair) 
(ST) Sandy Tudhope (HoS) 
(KH) Kate Heal (Crew & Research Training and Development) 
(GW) Graham Walker deputising for Gordon Waugh (Facilities Manager) 
(SS) Saran Sohi (CP) (Biochar), deputising for Clare Peters 
(TR) Tim Reid (Research Staff) 
(JM) Johannes Miocic (Postgraduate Organisation) 

1 Apologies 
(WW) Wyn Williams (Teaching Organisation) 
(NDJ) Nimi Dan-Jumbo (Drummond Library) 
(AN) Anthony Newton (Drummond Street) 

2 Minutes of last meeting 
The previous minutes of March 2013 were agreed, although a few amendments were required. 

3 Review of actions from last meeting 

3.1 Actions completed since last meeting 

Date Minute Action Action 
by 

Deadline Status 

6/3/12 
12 

Create School Template / 
Certificate 

HP Jun 12 Complete 

4/12/12 
7 

AT to feedback security 
number to postgrads 

AT Mar 13 Complete 

5/3/13 
8 

HP to report issue with dry 
ice as a near miss 

HP Jun 13 Complete 

5/3/13 
8 

Sink installation in 
Drummond Annexe 

HP Jun 13 GW stated that this could not be 
implemented due to fire 
restrictions. 

5/3/13 
8 

Reduce dust coming from 
building site 

HP Jun 13 Could not be achieved more than 
is currently being done. 

3.2 Actions still outstanding since last meeting 

HP reviewed the actions from the previous meeting; 
 

Date Minute Action Action by Deadline Status 
4/12/12 

7 
Signs to show 
emergency/security numbers 

HP Mar 13 Nimi absent so Helen to check 

5/3/13 

8 

Crew basement constantly 
blocked with equipment 

KH Jun 13 GW to see if there are 
alternatives for storage or keep 
equipment in rooms until day of 
collection. 

5/3/13 
8 

Sign needed for G.10 door HP Jun HP has asked Judy, but they 
have not yet appeared. 
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4 Accident statistics / Accident reporting 
Location Date Person Report 
Biochar 
Labs 

28/5/13 Staff A staff member was helping their joint SRUC MSc student pull out plastic tubes for 
his soil leaching experiment, previously used (loaned to) Valentini Pappa and her 
SRUC student - from the store room.  
 
An unsheathed gas sampling needle came through the bag into the side of my index 
finger - drew small amount of blood. The needle was inside a plastic bag inside the 
bag of plastic tubes (with a large number of three way valves) 

Fieldwork 28/5/13 Student A student was airlifted off Rum to Fort William due to severe chest pains and 
difficulties breathing. The A&E doctor gave her antibiotics and she  arrived home and 
saw her own GP, who has sent her for a chest x-ray and has given her a peak flow 
meter to measure her breath over the next couple of weeks.  
 
This has all been related to the student having whooping cough since October and 
the doctor is trying to find out why she am still having chest pains and breathing 
difficulties. Her GP has also advised her that whilst she is still able to do some field 
work it needs to be in area where there is access to healthcare facilities in case she 
has difficulties again. 

5 Review of Policy Section 23 – 27 
The Group reviewed the sections and some minor changes were made. Out of the discussions 
came the discussion of the online risk assessment software that is being promited by the 
fopreign travel office and the corporate H&S team.  
ACTION: HP to organise demo for Sept meeting. 

6 AOB 
KH: Kate raised the issue of smoking at the front of the Crew Building as some building users 
had found it unpleasant to walk into the buildings through clouds of smoke. It was suggested 
that the bins be moved. 
ACTION: GW to speak to E&B about moving smoking bins 
 
TR: Raised an issue that N Cayzer had reported a broken fume cupboard and that it had not 
yet been fixed.  
ACTION: GW to report to E&B 
 
TR also raised the issue that the sensors in the new corridor of the Grant are not sensitive 
enough so a staff member has to try & lock up in the dark as the light sdon’t come on. 
ACTION: GW to assess whether another sensor could be installed more towards the 
middle of the corridor. 
 
JM: There is an issue with the combination locks in Geography in that any  combination of the 
numbers open the door. GW explained that this was in hand and the locks were being 
replaced. 
 
JM also raised the issue that there sometimes seems to be a lack of washing up liquid in the 
Grant kitchen.  
ACTION: GW to speak to Alex Jackson to see if it can be addressed. 

 

7 Next Meeting: 26th September Rm 339 Grant 


