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The proposed Knowledge Exchange Fellowship will explore the issue of engaging older 
people in strengthening local communities and building their capacity and will disseminate 
the learning with key stakeholders involved in Healthy Ageing. The Fellowship will address 
the following objectives;- 

• To review the academic literature on Citizen Engagement in later life 
• To reflect on this evidence base in light of my own professional practice, and identify 

issues for future research and practice 
• To disseminate findings to key stakeholders, including the academic community 
• To seek funding to support further research and practice in this area.  

 
Brit Cullen is currently responsible for the co-ordination of the National Forum on Older 
Volunteering and will continue in that role as part of the Exchange Fellowship.  
The work will engage with European partners to learn from their experience of living in an 
ageing society, in the context of 2012 as the EU Year of Active Ageing, and the World 
Conference on Active Ageing in Glasgow, 13-17 August 2012.  Evidence will be gathered of 
positive approaches in Europe to foster and support volunteering and active citizenship 
among people in retirement, and explore how these could apply in the Scottish context.  

Outcomes  

• A successful proposal for research funding with European partners 
• Further interest generated in the subject following publication of the Literature 

Review and article 
• University colleagues identified who share an interest in this topic and may be keen 

to collaborate on taking the work forward 
• My own professional development will be strengthened by aligning my understanding 

of the interaction between social policy and practice 
• Links will be stronger across the academic, voluntary and statutory sectors to shape 

collaborative work around this innovative new area of social policy. 
 

 


