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Who is your current employer and what do they do? 
School of Engineering, University of Edinburgh

What is your job title and what does the job entail?
Post-Doc Research Fellow, Scientific Research

My research area is integrated micro/nano electromechanical systems design and 
fabrication, and their applications including bio/chemical/medical sensing and analysis.

How did you achieve your current position?   
Work starts from the 4th year of my PhD, closely related to my PhD topic. As a Post-doc, I do 
informally supervise PhD/MSc students which did not happen during my PhD, and gave a 
guest lecture once. There are also more opportunities to get involved in funding applications 
and commercial activities as a post-doc compared to PhD level.

My PhD work has been involved in a few successfully granted research proposals later on. 
As a post-doc on 100% commitment to a project, I’m not able to take part in the grant 
application as a Co-Investigator or Principle-I. However, I can still help to contribute 
technical information for the proposal and get chance to experience some part of the 
process.  In Engineering, we do have research proposal writing competitions at PhD level 
and post-doc level. They are really good practice in addition to related transkill courses (see 
www.ed.ac.uk/iad for PhD courses). It helps us get a bigger picture of scientific research, 
considering more about resource management and future benefits to the society besides 
our own interests in work.

How do you feel you have used the skills and/or knowledge developed during your 
research degree in your career to date?
The PhD degree helped to develop my ability of turning various ideas gained by knowledge 
sorting and brainstorming into real innovative scientific achievements.  Besides that, other 
skills required for a successful academic career such as planning, management, 
communication, IT, have been gained.  I did informally supervise BEng/MEng students and 
do demonstrator work, and present papers in conferences during my PhD, which helped to 
develop my teaching and communication skills. 


