
What attracted you to studying 
Vet Medicine at Edinburgh? 
I had heard of the Dick Vet from 
an early age and knew that its 
reputation, for both teaching and 
veterinary services, made it one 
of if not the best vet school in 
the country. So I suppose I never 
really wanted to study anywhere 
else! 

How did Access to the Professions 
help you in your decision making 
process and application?
Pathways were really supportive 
from day 1, there were no 
comments such as; “oh veterinary 
medicine is really hard to get 
into” or “don’t you have to be 
really smart to be a vet”. They 
made you feel like you could be 
a vet from the day you started 
writing your personal statement. 
This made you feel like Edinburgh 
University was supporting you 
before you had even applied. 

What are the best and worst 
things about studying Vet 
Medicine at the University of 
Edinburgh?
I think the best thing about 
studying at Edinburgh was that 
they made you feel like you were 
a part of the profession from the 
moment you walked in on your 
first day, whether you thought 
you were or not. The clinicians 
also had a positive “work hard, 
play hard” motto to encourage 
you to participate in uni life. I also 
met some of my closest friends at 
uni and I wouldn’t change that 
for the world. 

I think the worst thing was 
probably the study workload, 
you go into veterinary medicine 
knowing it will be a lot of work 

but for me I think I prioritised study 
a little more than most so felt I 
missed out on some things. It is 
important to establish a work-life 
balance early on and this remains 
true even after graduation!

How do you find managing a 
good work/life balance, either 
while studying or working?
It is difficult to start with to find 
that balance as you still feel that 
pressure from school to do well 
and compete with others but 
you soon learn that being the top 
student doesn’t matter as much 
and you need to build in activities 
you enjoy into your day. All work 
and no play makes one a very 
dull vet! Finding that balance 
while working I would say was 
slightly easier as you don’t have 
to go home and write up/study 
4 hours worth of lecture material 
from that day! So your evenings 
are your own, unless you are on 
call! 

You also supported our Access 
to the Professions projects as a 
student. What activities did you 
take part in? What did you enjoy 
most about this work?
I have been involved in “So you 
want to be a Vet?” days since I 
started at uni and also helping 
with student experiences at the 
Dick Vet. 

I really enjoyed the small 
teaching aspect of the roles and 
felt like I could show prospective 
students that if I can come 
through vet school they could 
too and to try to give them that 
self belief which I didn’t have 
throughout the application 
process. 

What are you currently doing
and what are your plans for your
future career?
I am currently working in a rural
mixed practice in the Lake District
with patients ranging from beef
bull to goats to guinea pigs. I am
planning on returning to Scotland
to work for a short period before
hopefully heading further afield
to the US or Australia. I also
have a keen interest in equine
medicine and have views to
broaden this interest in the future.
 
What advice would you give to
anyone thinking about applying
to university or applying to study
Veterinary Medicine?
I would say go for it! Uni was
one of the happiest and most
enjoyable periods in my life and
would encourage anyone to go,
whether that is to study Veterinary
Medicine or not. For those
wanting to pursue Veterinary
Medicine I would give them the
same advice, the application is
only the first step, when it comes
to the rest just be yourself!

Is there anything else you’d like
to tell us?
Vet school was one of the best
experiences of my life and
I would encourage anyone
thinking of applying to just go
for it. Yes, there were tears and
stressful times but all of these
were over shadowed by positive
experiences. I have done and
seen so many things that I never
would have experienced if I
hadn’t gone to uni.
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