
Student update

Update for Postgraduate Researchers

Dear Doctoral Student,

As Easter break approaches, there are encouraging signs of the lockdown starting to lift in parts of

the UK, and the effective roll-out of the vaccination programme is a continued cause for optimism.

Looking at the results from the most recent Pulse Survey, it is reassuring to see positivity around

the support many of you are receiving from your supervisors. However, while there has been a

marginal increase in satisfaction, it is apparent that issues remain around access to resources and

training, and with the ability to collaborate effectively. Also, the overall the impact that the lockdown

is having on everyday life, with many reporting difficulties balancing caring responsibilities and a

lack of connection with colleagues.

Resources and support

With 26th April identified as a key milestone for the gradual easing of restrictions, the University is

working on plans for a phased reopening of study spaces and will restart services such as self-

issue book machines and removing existing barriers to print collections. Click & Collect now being

available for general print collections at the Main Library, UCF, New College Library and ECA

Library has certainly been very welcome news.

Read the full update on Click and Collect

Until then though, we will continue to make the case that doctoral students need support and

access to resources, even when other students are not on campus. We will also be working with

supervisory teams in schools to carefully consider the scheduling of training and events to make

these much more accessible for those with caring responsibilities.  

We’d also like to remind you that in addition to ongoing support from your supervisor, the University

provides a range of health and wellbeing services such as the Advice Place, Student Counselling

service and the Chaplaincy.

Access the University’s support services

Sending us your feedback

The ability of the University to provide effective support and to improve the postgraduate student

https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/library-museum-gallery/library-services-update-2020-21/click-and-collect
https://uoe.sharepoint.com/sites/DoctoralCollege/SitePages/Essential%20Links.aspx


experience is dependent on gaining a good understanding of the challenges you face. Information

gained from surveys is very important and we remain grateful to all of you who provide us with your

feedback.

Given their importance, we would like to draw your attention to the Postgraduate Research

Experience Survey (PRES) which is currently open for completion. PRES (developed by the Higher

Education Academy) is a survey of graduate students in the UK which runs (from March to May)

every two years. It gives you the chance to tell the University about your experience of being a

postgraduate researcher. This information can be compared with similar postgraduates in over 100

Universities and Colleges across the UK. The results are very important in ensuring the University

continues to improve our programmes and learning experiences for you and future students.

Everyone eligible to complete the survey will have received an email with the appropriate link from

Student Analytics, Insights and Modelling on 1st March. It would be greatly appreciated if you could

take a few minutes to complete the survey as a high response rate will provide us with better data.

Hear from the Doctoral College

While the Covid-19 context means many questions remain unanswered, we are working directly with

colleagues in central services and across schools to ensure PGR student interests continue to be

represented in planning discussions, both for the remainder of this academic year and looking

ahead to 2021-22. More detailed communications on University planning and what this will mean for

your studies will be issued in due course, in coordination with your schools.

In the meantime, the Doctoral College would like to invite you to a “Meet the Doctoral College”

event on Wednesday 28th April 12:30 – 14:00.

Book your place

This joint Doctoral College/Students’ Association event is an opportunity for you to hear more about

the Doctoral College, meet the College Deans and student representatives and learn how to get

involved in shaping the work of the Doctoral College. There will also be a discussion session and

questions can also be submitted in advance.

All the best,
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College of Arts, Humanities

and Social Sciences
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Engineering
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