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Scottish education and inclusion

All{ O2 ( tslatgSRM@EIsare comprehensiveand co-educational
80% of state schoolsare non-denominationalc the other 20%are Catholic

Ablout_ 6% of children are educated in private fee-paying schoolswhich are academically
selective

Specialkchoolsand units cater for about 1%o0f the total schoolpopulation.

Since 2000, there has been a presumption that all children will be educatedin their local
mainstreamschool

Thereare major socialclassdifferencesin educationaloutcomes(OECD2008
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The concept of
Additional Support Needs (ASN)

Canlre bor Ressans in
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In 2004, the concept of additional support needs (ASN) replaced special
educationalneeds(SEN)

ASNincludes children who have difficulties in learning for any reason (social
problems,physical/sensoryimpairments,learningdisabilities)

Between 2004 and 2020 the number of official ASNcategoriesincreasedfrom
12to 24, leadingto a massiveexpansionof the ASNpopulation.

Local authorities have a legal duty to provide additional support for those
identified as having ASN ¢ including accessto new technologies and other
reasonableadjustments
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Expansion of the Scottish ASN population

(compared with decline of SEN population in England)
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Categories used in Scotland

Learning disability

Dyslexia

Other specific learning difficulty
Other moderate learning difficulty
Visual impairment

Hearing impairment

Deafblind

Physical or motor impairment
Language or speech disorder
Autistic spectrum disorder
Social, emotional and behavioural difficulty
Physical health problem

Mental health problem

Interrupted learning

Type of need

English as an additional language
Looked after

More able pupil

Communication Support Needs
Young Carer

Bereavement

Substance Misuse

Family |ssues

Risk of Exclusion
Other

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80
ASN rate per 1000 pupils
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Risk of Exclusion

Family Issues

Substance Misuse

Bereavement

Young Carer

Communication Support Needs
More able pupil

Looked after

English as an additional language
Interrupted learning

Mental health problem

Physical health problem

Social, emotional and behavioural difficulty
Autistic spectrum disorder
Language or speech disorder
Physical or motor impairment
Deafblind

Hearing impairment

Visual impairment

Other moderate learning difficulty
Other specific learning difficulty
Dyslexia

Learning disability

Universidad Auténoma
de San Luis Potosi
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ASN pupils by each type of
needin Scotland,

2010 2013 and 2016

m 2010 m2013 = 2016

Source: Scottish Government, 2010, 2013, 2016.
Entries per category are not discrete; a child
with multiple needs will be recorded in

multiple categories.
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Reasonable adjustments,
includingaccess to new technology

D
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Equalities and education legislation requires Scottish LAs to ensure that
reasonable adjustments are made for disabled children and those with ASN to
ensure that they are able to access school buildings, the curriculum and
assessment. Reasonable adjustments cover a wide range of goods and suppo
services such as wheelchairs, IT, physiotherapy, sign language interpreters.

However, if the local authority or school does not make the requested
adjustment, it is difficult to mount a legal challenge without a statutory support
plan¢ available to only 0.2% of Scottish pupils.

Those experiencing social deprivation unlikely to have a statutory support plan
compared with those with sensory and physical impairments.
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Percentage of children with statutory
supportplan by type of difficulty
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Requests for digital assessment

Requests for digital assessment have increased overgimg independent
schools are more likely than state schools to make such requests.
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Lessons from Cowvid9 pandemic

From late March until miAugust, Scottish schools were closed, with children hav
to rely on online learning.

I/ KAfRNBYQa wA3IK(Ga LYLIOG ! 3aSa4aYS)
groups/creid/newsevents/latestnews/cysrgindependentcria showed that many
FallSO0a 2F OKAfRNBYQa NRAIKGEA GSNB Yy
to education. Children from disadvantaged backgrounds, were often unable to
access online learning due to: lack of internet access; lack of access to digital
devices; poor home environment; unsuitable-lome resources; varying teacher an
school competence.

Research (Coupdfenney & Riddell, 2021 forthcoming, European Journal of Spe«
Needs Education) showed the specific problems relating to education and care
experienced by disabled children.
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ASN and new technologies: conclusions

Scotland has a longstanding commitment to inclusive education
andto the useof new technologiesin education

Childrenwith ASNand disabilities have enforceablelegal rights to
reasonableadjustmentsto ensureeducationalaccess

However,a growing ASNpopulation meansthat many children are
not receivingthe additional supportthey need

The Covid19 global pandemic has revealed the possibilities and
limitations of new technologyasthe future keyto learning



