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More funds?

ACID RAIN
Uat wHk Edinburgh ••• the
hoal to 1 major lnternetlonal
conference on the problems acid
rein pr.-.nlt, end the poat lble

solutions. Orgenlaed by the
Scottloh

Wltdtlle

Truot,

the

conference wat tpreed over thrH
doyo (27th-29th) and woo attended
by meny leedlng tclentltlt end

lnternt groups. The Acid Rain
Inquiry, 11 the SWT preferre-d to
dncrltMII, was held In the George
Square Theatre, and took the form
ot 1 major public debete on this
lncreetlngly pol ltlcelly sensitive

laaue.
Ac•d ra•n tS the resu lt o l tw o
maJ Or atmosphon c po llut ant s
sulph u r d •o x• do (50 1) a n d
n•tro g on o x• dos
(NO. ). bo th
p rodu ced by the b urn tng o t l ossll

luol s suc h as c oal and petr o l Hrgh
'" th e atm os ph e r e t he s e
substan ces un dergo chc m• c al
chang es t ha t res ult m th e
product• on ot dilut e sutphuflc and

n1trlc ac1d . wh1ch arc d1ssotved m
ra1n water Hence they reach th e
forests , over s. lak es and bulldmgs
whore ttl e damage IS dono Th ere
IS at so a pr o bl em w1lh dry par11 clcs
of s ulphur d 10x 1d e b e1 n g
depos1ted both 1n town an d
country onvnon monts In C1t1es
damage IS caus ed to bu1ldlngs and
stonework . '" rural sett ings there
are wtd os pr ead ofl octs on !lora
and fauna
A little over a week ago. a
C ommon s Se lec t Co mmitt ee
produced a report on th o problem.
c1tmg many examples of damage
to nattonal monuments in London
There wa s also retorcn co to
incrcastng evidence ol th o
envi ronm ental damage m more
remote areas: tho Nor1h and tho
ScottiSh Highlands in particular
Much of tho research m Scotland
has boon carried out by Prof. Fr ed
Last and others from the lnshtute
of Terrestrial Ecol ogy, who wore
well represent ed at tho Inquiry.
Prot Last was on a panel of lour

assessors (mclud 1ng Pr o t Aubr ey
Mannmg o f Edmburgh·s Dept. of
Zoo logy) wh oso task was to
ensu r e c r~t tc al po1n1S o f
con ton t1 on were debated tully in
pu blic
The l~r s t tw o days were a
dcta tlod rC\IICw of the ava1l abl o
O\l td once, with many speakers
from some of tho mos t allected
a r e a s S candanavta West
German y and Canada It was
rope:Uodly pomted out th at many
ol th ose ar eas were net sul phur
pollutant 1m porters. ie that most ol
the ac1d ra1n falling on them was
due to pollu11on . ca used by oth er
co untr~ c s . caught an~ transport ed
by h1 gh level wmds
Th e final day on Sat urday .
looked at th e lindtngs o f var.ous
research prog ramm es and se t
them out as clearly as po ssibl e. A
select ion of points of view were
presented by speakers from th o
Na ture Conservancy Council, tho
International Energy Agen cy and

th e European P a r liam e n t.
Towards the end ol th e alt ernoon
policy statements wer e made by
th e CEGB. CBt . Coun cot lor
Env1ronment al Conservation .
DoE. Friends of th e Earth and the
Norwegian Ministry ol the
Environment. This was followed
by a short but heat ed public
debate on the resolut ion to be put
before the conference. The
resolut ion propos ed that Britain
tmm edtatcly comm it herself to
complying with EEC targets for
reducing sulphur emissions by
30% by 1993 whilst continu ing to
put more money into research . II
wa s passed almost unanimously.
Now with increasing pressure
I rom vario us direc tions the ball is
now in the government's court . It
remains to be seen whether
~sitive act1on w111 be taken .
M•rk Perclv•l
PS. Watch lor the in-depth
feature on Acid Ra in in next week's
STUDENT.

NEW TRAVEL CENfRE
Last Friday lunchtime
at f96 Rose Street. David
Steel . in his rol e as Rector
of Edinburgh Uni versi ty
and sporting dandruff on
his shoulders . raised his
glass of orange juice and
offi cially declared the
brand new branch of th e
Edinburgh Travel Centre
open . This is the first
tra ve l agency to b e
opened by a university in
th e big . bad world of th e
public sector outwith the
confin es ol the st ud ent '
campus .
The I au n c h I u n c
(rumoured to have cost
£1 ,000) proceeded with
ample refreshments laid
on , in the presenc e of
representatives of the
b ig - tim e t rave l compani es. the members of·
the board of directE!rs of
EUSACO and stall who
will work in the shop .
After the reporters from
the nation~l press had
been ushered out. 180
local businessmen were
invited alpng to peruse
the premises and to talk a

business because the
party lasted until 1 am
which is a good six hours
longer than was planned.
The newly opened
branch set in the
il lustrious commercial
environs of Rose Street
will hopefully attract
customers from the
surrounding business
district as well as passing
members of the general
public. Julian Wiltshire .
the Managing Director is
confident that the ETC
will flourish here (even in
the highly competitive
travel industry) and also
at the soon-to-be-opened
branch in South Clerk
Street. Mr Wiltshire will
not be around to see this
flourish. however, as he·
resigned from his post on
Friday.
You may well ask why
the SRC has ventured into
the world of competitive
business. The Students'
Association decided that
an alternative source of
income (other than the
money th ey receive from
littlsb~siness. Theymust the public purse) would
have talked a lot of have to be established in

order to maintain the
services they provide.
Seeing as the Association
already ran a very
profess ional and suecess lui travel agency, it
was decid ed that this
would be the best area to
expand commercially. It
was decided to form a
limited liability company
(known as EUSACO) and
obtain an Association of
British Travel Agents
(ABTA) _licence . The
Edinburgh Travel Centre
will compromise the Rose
Street shop. the shop in
Clerk Street dealing with
the public and the original
shop at the Student
Centre reserved for
stude nts . The whole
project will be overseen
by the SRC Finance Committee who sit on the
board of qi rectors .
_ It is hoped that the
Association will benefit
from this project by using
any profits to maintain th e
services prov ided for (and
expected by) the student
population. At least that's
what we hope will
happen.

• The recently burgeoning flow of
academic knowledge into new
industries , in which Edinburgh
University has been a frontrunner,
1S perhaps not being exploited to
the full because of insu ff icient
fund ing from central government.
according to a recent report. The
study , enti tl ed " Profit through
Partnership" was conducted by
the Scott i sh Council tor
Development in Industry, and
suggests that public expendi ture
may be necessary to maximise
new developments. writes la in
Cameron.
Univers ity projects such as
Edinburgh ' s Wollson M i croelectronics Institut e, Bioscot, and
the newly established Art ificial
Intelligence Applications Institute.
have establi!hed a new rol e in the
development of the comm ercial
potential of academic research.
While such bodies have made
groat progress in ob taining funds
from private industry, the new
report suggest that they would
benefi t from th o addition of a more
disi nterested source of income.
The government is wary of such
proposals however, in keeping
with Its preference for private
investment. In 1 's statement on the
report the Sc tlsh Minister for
Industry and E cation, Mr Allan
Stewart MP . forward ed th e
government's
elief that with
th ese deve) opment i n stitutes
" further improvemen t does not
depend primarily on the provision
of additional financial resources.
ra ther II depends on chang es in
a tudes and behaviour."

The government th erefdre
clearly has· no plans to provide
additional funds with which to
lund such projects, belying the
urgency of numerous government
staterRens emphasising th e
importance of contact between
industry and higher education.
The advantages of government
subsidy were made clear by the
Acting Director of the Arti ficial
Intelligence Applications Institute,
Or James 1-(owe. Reacting to th e
ideB of central funding , he
commented : " If one se ts up a
pri vate company to service
Industry with research there's no
real problem in getting cap ital ,
because there are sufficient banks
and financial institutions willing to
invest in such schemes. The
ditliculty is that by doing that one
tends to remove people from the
University. The structure of our
operation is such that the
University retains co ntrol, but it's
hard to do this as there is little risk
capita l available within th e
University. So if th e government
were to provide a kind of 'pumppriming money· it certa inly would
bery welcome ."
As Or Howe suggested . th e
value of such income would lie in
added llesibility. Though the
Ins titut e has attracted con siderable Investment. it tends to be
committed to partl cular projects.
and element of separate " petty
cash" would .be "very useful to
expand existing experitlse, and
hire people against fu ture
contracts".

East-west talks

While edltoB and media-men
·the world over h•ve tried to re•d
betwHn the llnu of the recant
nchongu betwHn the USA and
Soviet Union concerning erma
reduction. Edinburgh Unlvo,.lly
h•• continued to encour•g• the
go· betwHn role of •c•demlca•nd
dlptomoto from Eoot and Wut.

Between the 17th and 20th of
Sept ember the 5th meeting of the
" Edinburgh Conversat ions took
place in Moscow to discuss the
issue of "Survival In the Nuclear
Age". The discussions were cochaired by Th e Edinburgh
Universi ty Pri ncipal, Or John
BlJrnett . and as In tho past one of
the meeting 's prime movers was
Prof. John Erickson of th e
University' s Defence Studies
Depa rt ment.
It Is perhaps through th ese
informal ta lks th at the current
diplomatic moves between the
super-powers can be put into
perspective, for while each side
had recently called for greater
communication , only to deflect
the other ' s proposals , th e
participants of th e " Edinburgh

Conversations" found fears of an
unhelpful get-together qu ite
unwarranted, resulting in what
were described as " full and fran k
discussions.··
The success of this year's
conversations may perhaps be
attributed to a worsening of
internat ional re lations even since
last year, when the communique
result ing from the meetings spoke
of an Increasing need "to establish
greater trust " . This year ' s
statement emphasised such a
need still further , calling lor moves
towards the ending of all forms of
the arms escalation in an effort to
reduce tension . Another factor In
the talks' particular urgency this
year may have bee n the last year's
spate of revelations concerni ng
the nuclear winter. While last
year's co mmuni que made only a
marginal reference to th ese
discoveries. the 1984 tal ks make a
much more concerned plea tor
consideratio n of th ese possibilities. In particular concluding
that the nuclear winter constitutes
"an irrefutable argument against
the concept of a 'first strike'
nuclear strategy."

AND BRIEFLY •••
Postcode stamping
of bicycles
In an effort to all evi at e t he
mcreasi ng probl em o f bicyc le
,theft on the Un ivers ity ca mpu s.
Lothian poli ce will be pr oviding a
FREE pos tcode stamping serv•ce
at th e follow i ng Unt vo r si t y
localions on th e dates indlca tect.
Tu esday. 16 th OctobcrMylne's Court . 7- 8 pm.

Wednesday , 17th Oc tobc rK t ng ' s B u ild i ng s . C e n t r e
concourse (sou th en d). 8 30 am 2.00 pm

Wednesday, 24 th October Pollo ck Hall s. 2.00- 5.00 pm
(p rovisio nal) .
I hu rsc:J ay, 25tn Uc tooerCentral Area. Potterrow Garage,
6.30 am-4.30 pm.

It's cheaper by
bus?
If the stories of the horrendously
low student grant h•ve persuaded
you that It wilt be lmpoulble to
travel the world during your ••lad
days, then Cotter's Co•c.hllne •re
allemptlng to change your mind s
with the ir 'Special Student Saver'
trips to London, from now until
the olfer'a closing d•te on 30th
June next ye•r. Moreover, on your
£14 return trip from Edinburgh you
wilt be feted by a hooteu, and be
abl e to w•tch movies, listen to
music, e• t, -wash, sleep and
Indulge In •II sorts of mod cons .
sounds great, doesn't It? But yes, there's • c•tch - the offer
does not •pply to the Christma s
end Euler holiday periods.
Shame. Still, II you're really
desper•te to spend your money,
you can catch the coach •• 9.45 am ...
or 10.30 pm dolly, arriving In
london eight hours later. You can
lind out the point of departure
from the Student Travel Centre Coltei's h•ven't teen fll to tell us.
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The Kings Buildings - distant, exotic, mysterious .
But what is the truth about this land to the south ~ Join
me as I start by asking the question ....
Where the hell Ia KB?
Okay so you know already that
KB Is th e science campus . Due to a
vagary of tho lads In charge In the
ea rly f 920's it was placed ou t atthe
end o f Maylield Road on a tt5 acre
site. Wh ich Is about as soc ially
useful as a hole in the head. But let
th is not disuade you, for KB is a
wondrous place (no. really) . 1
mean . did all you prospective
chem ists know that the foundation
of the chemistry building was laid
in t924 by George V. Fascinating ,
oh? Imagine, if you will , that you
aren't going to be stuck in the
middle of nowhere (look, if you
wore an Edinburgh College at
Commerce student in Sighthill ,
you'd really have something to
moan about) . Th ere, doesn't seem
so bad now. does It ?
Having leaped to conceptual
hurdle that KB Is merely a short
25p journey away on th e No. 42
bus from George Square. you 'll be
in a good positio n to start to
appreciate th e occasional plus
point offered . by the place. The
endless hours of fun you c an have
trying to find your wa\\ out of the

James Clerk Maxwell Building
(JCMB to trendieseverywhere) for
example. But what can you do
when you finally make it to KB
(something I've o ften wondered
myself)?

Avoiding Stroll

ball of string and leave a trail
beh ind you as you ven ture into the
depths. But some smart bastard
would probably carry out an
experim ent on its condu ctivity , so
a better idea would be to foll ow
your nose. Having found th o
toilets you should instead go for
\he coll ee lounge whose major
feature is a pretty view (yuk} of th e
fields at the back. This Is pleasant
to look at as you spend 20 minutes
eating one of tho justly famous
crusty rolls .
There are more doors In JCMB
than almost anywhere in th e
·universe. so be careful wh ich on e
you choose (remember " Yellow
Submarine"). It could lead to
anything from a broom cupboard
to a nuclear reactor to a director of
studios . I th i nk the broom
cupboa rd 's probably the best bet.
Rumour has it that tho chap who
developed LSD In tho '60s is sti ll in
one of them . You think I'm
kidding? Ev'on if you have no real
reason for going to JCMB it's
worth It fO (, th e high density of
eccentric ~rofessors walking
around trying to find their way out.
When you get out , you 'll probably
be hungry and, more importantly,
thi rsty. So ....

Don't scalf. There's a lot at it
about. If you actually like exercise
there's a KB multi·gym for rupture
freaks and the ever popular an d
funny pop -mobility (loss c rowd ed
than tho Pleasance sessions).
Come and see me in my pink
leotard on Tu esday and Friday
lunchtimes.
Going for a leisurely stroll
around the grounds is much more
my line rea lly. You ca n tak e in the
more eccentric lillie quirks o f KB ·
land . Like th o fores try lec ture
th ea tre that looks like a tr ee. the
mysterious Mammalian Genome
Unit (took me two years to lind out
where my genome was), the man
with the thr oe- legge d dog,
postgrads of dubious taste in
c lothes and the large number of
army surplus shoulder bags.
If you're at a loss for some th ing
to do, as I often am. usually during
a lecture, it's fun wandering
around other people's depart·
ments. Just look as if you know
whe~e you 're going (even if you're
comple tely lost) and nobod y will
hassle you .
And if you 're re.ii)\, bored thoro
are the librariQ.Yif haven't bee n
that bored yet) . The KB Cen tre
library is usually so quie t that you
can hoa r a couple of ladybirds
having a wild party in th e corner.
The 4th floor JCMB library is much
the same, but at least there is more
of a challenge in finding it.

Stook Plea ond the Mooning of
Alcohol

Florea and Slippers

The Adventure Begins
First thing to do kiddies is to
grab a copy of th e free booklet
"The Hitch-Hiker's Guide to KB "
(hello David) and check out th e
PLAIN TRUTH about the SIN ,
VICE and HORROR of KB!I
Shouting In print is good fun. don't
you th ink? This smell publication
is useful. but it doesn't tell you
everything - so read on .
One of the first thought s that
occu rs to me conce rn s the
minibus service to KB. Find out if
you can get a priority pass to travel
between KB and George Squaremostly your friendly Direc tor of
Studies will tell you without
provocation. If not, it's definitely
worth looking into, because the
process of getting on the minibus
with th e rest of the common
students can so metimes be a wee
bit hazardous with 30 people
goi ng for t6seats. You 'll see what!
mean.
If you 've made it to KB
unscathed , the first th ing you
realise Is the! it's big . Really big. 1
once jogged around the perimeter.
It took me days to recover. Of
cou rse the most strenuous thing I
usuelly do Is getting up on a cold
Edinburgh morning. Nevertheless.
It is big, so while it ls worth going
on a Freshers' guided tou r of the
place (" . .. and on our left we havQ
the gothic splendour of the Union
toilets . . ." ) which I did, you
probably still won 't know where
anything is (I didn't) . But don't
worry, It'll soon -<become fa irly
obvious. That is, except fo r finding
your way out of JCMB.
" Ia The Wor Still On?"
JCMB Is the most imposing
building on site because it's so
bloody b ig · the largest
University building in Europe In
fact , as I'm sure you'll be told on
numerous occasions. If you 're into
physics, maths, meteorology or
computing, you 'll have to go Into It
sometime. You could bring a big

The tac t that food is marginally
more expensive at KB than George
Square.(hlgh transport costs , eh?)
and not quite as good Is more than
offset by the attractively low price
of alcohol In the Union bar.
There is little to choose between
the grub offered by the KB Centre
refectory and th e Un ion scran. The
envi ronment and general
atmosphere at th e Un ion are
considerably better. particularly
after the recent renovations. and
now that the Union bar's been
overhauled It sho uld be an
attractive place to drink at last.
Y'ou wouldn't believe how green
and horrible It was when I were a
lad. You lucky bastards.
The 45" TV In the coffee lounge
Is a great excuse for skipping
classes. but stay directly in front of
it, because If you're more than 30°
off azls you'll find you rself
wondering why all those people
are watching a blank grey sc ree n
accompanied by the sound track of
a tacky Australian soap opera.
Don't suppose it would affect your
appreciation much.
A• last word about food . The
made-to- order rolls from the KB
centre grocery shop are excellent
-just don't tell th e guy behind th e
counter vou're a Hear1s tan .

KB is no t reknowned as the
trendiest of places. In fact It
occupants are mostly extremely
ordinary looking . It Is however.
unfair to suggest that th ere are
more hippies here than George
Square, a place where tie-dyed
shirts and Afghan coats still
abound. Wait till you see th e Green
Banana Club in the Potterrow on a
Wednesday night.
Speak ing of music (smooth link
th ere. eh?) KB evening ents are
rarely huge. but are frequently
most amusing {if you can be
bothered trekking out to them) . A
su rpr ising number of well-known
local bands ar8 willing to play In
th e KBU , although the Stray Cats
are one of tho few that haven't. I
th ink it was Rush ...
Th e jukebox in th e bar has one
of the bett er se lecti ons In the
Uni versi ty . Like. where else can
you still get "Anarchy", " Holidays
In th e Sun" and " My War" on one
machine.
But perhaps, most Importantly,
there are some great KB snowball
fights. of .a nice winter's day. Mr
Editor sa id he was worried about
th is feature . Now you can see why.
Have fun and don't do computer
science.
Mork Perclvol

Abendon comp11111 end street m1p1 of Edinburgh tor the following
ortlcle hu been palnatoklngly complied (7) to provide you lucky people
with 1 comprehenalve, It aomewhet Irreverent guide to the greet, big,
ugly buildings tho! form George Square- tho ploce In which moat first
ye1ra h1pplly spend the ir time In puraulta of 1cademlc and/or aoclll
n1ture.
To atort thla little tour, let me
take you down to the entrance of
the Meln Library, where one can
while awoy the hours by scribbling
111 aor11 of lrrelevlnclea on the
deak topa; cotchlng up on loa!
sleep from the night before In
aome peaceful corner of the upper
floora; searching In vain for the
book thot Ia vito I for I hot euoy that
ought to hna been honded In lui
wHk; chotllng to friends you
haven't IHn for "abaolutely 1gea";
or, for the more conac lenUoua
omon,gat ua, thoro Ia the nuty
altem-.uve of aubmeralng yourself
In lect; re notea In 1n 1ttempt at
some ~rl oua study ..•.
An)<Woy, to got bock to the
llbrory onlronce where , If thla
guldo Ia to moko eny aenu ot oil ,'
you ought to be atondlng. Now
tum to your right ond wotk
oulworda slowly thua giving
youraell 1 ch1nce to look around
you to approclolo In full the
archltecturll monatroaltlea that
"Surround you . (When I 10ld ugly, I
moon! roolly ugly).
The next building on your right
llluatrotoa my romorka beoullfully:
It being tho odd-ahoped
construction of George Squire
:rt'ootre. And bealdu being on
obvious venue for 1t1glng pleya,
you may find younelf In
11tendance here at lectures, or
even In the comptny of other
eogor film buffs wotchlng yet
enother cleulc being screened by
the Film Society. But be worned;
flraUy the acrHn Ia minute end
aecondly there ere thouunda of
Film Soc members, end tho thootre
hu o a.. ling copoclty of only 530.
So In order to ovoid the bitter
disappointment of being rofuaed
entry to see " Raldera of the Loat
Ark " for the sixth time- be am1rt
ond go along .. riy.
Let me at this Juncture take a few
words to warn all trendy young
females of the d1ngera that ewell
atllletto heela In the crevices
between the cobb lea thot pave the
way eround George Squere: your
ahoea m1y never be the aame
ogoln • ...
However, whether or not you
hove odorned your feet with high
heela, the tour continues . Moving
In tho 11me direction - to remind
you It wu to tho right- you orrlve
ot the Adam Ferguson Building.
Adam Ferguson opporontly
Introduced the method of studying
humena In groups from which the
origins of sociology ore borne. An
lntoreallng I oct, eh? - ond lhtre'a
lola more of them to come . And
with o bit of loglcol thinking It
would not aurpriae you to h.. r tho!
the aoclofogy departments oro
housed within thla building.
Now on to aomethlng much
more lmpreaahe .. that
tremendoua erection before you
(I'm talking about the building) thotatrotchea f~r up Into the aky Ia
the D1vld Hume Tower, or the
DHT to thoae of ua who hova been
~round tor 1 while. David Hume

waa supposedly the greatest
Scottish philosopher ever. And
yea , folks - you've gueaaed - on
one of these many floors (don't eak
me which one) you can lind the
department of phlloaophyl But
there are Iota more subjects
catered for within this concrete
eyesore for all you ar1y students.
Alao the lift moy be alow but lt'a
wor1h the w11t , tor otherwise ll'a
one hell of an exhausting trip up 111
those atolrs.
Turning the corner and still
aauntertng along you can aee 1
long, low building discreetly 10t
bock from the reat - thot'a DHT
Lecture Halla. They are very, very
big and If you hoven'! got o large
clouthey tend to get roolly, r.. lly
cold In the winter month• - of
which Edinburgh uema to hnt
far too m1ny.
Whllat talking oboul cold thlnga
It would seem logical to mention
the frozen dep!ha of the DHT
Beaement,ln p~r1Jcular, the coffu
room which Ia never, ever w1rm .
Alao down here you cen get
contused by the corridors, ramps
end 1111rceaea thet connect some
of these building a together ond are
very handy to uae on rainy deya.
The Wllllom Robertson Building
nemed efter some tamoua
historian - cetera for the history
and commerce students amongst
ua. Thla place Ia full of dork, dingy
corridors, lined with doors that all
look ellko: greot for go fling loa lin.
However, these do aomethlng else
or lntereat to the members or the
relrer sex and that Ia the ground
floor toll eta. What? Let me nploln:
the greflttl aplollered on the tolltl
walls makes marvelloua readingvery educational and much more
run than yet another boring old
tutorial.
Lutly on the eutern quarter of
George Square we have th e
Appleton Tower - yet another
mini-skyscraper buill to spoil the
wondroua view one gets of the
Edinburgh skyline from Arthur's
Sea t. And thla time round It's the
aclentlats, engineers and mathe·
matlclans who gather here dally
to talk about topics of great
relevance to the world In general.
Okay, folks, I've given you aome
general blurb about half or the elllmpor1ant George Square and I'm
now complelely fed -up wllh the
piece and alao feat running out of
apace. So I shall abandon you to
dlacover the finer points or the real
of the aquore. The hlghapola being
lht Erskine Medlcol Llbrory, the
Hugh Robson Building ond the
Phormocology and Psychology
Depertmenta. Exclllng, eh?
Kotrlno Philip
PS: should It all become too much
for you during the warmer deya,
toke It euy ond ucope from tht
ea10y writing by aunbolhlng In tha
picturesque setting or George
Square Gardena. It's where all the
hlp peopl e h1ng out In the summer
term .• ..

GEORGE
SQUARE

lJ

.

r
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"The Association"
<> a play in two acts <>

So, here we are. another yea r, another 'Siudenl', another sel of
tlrsl years. Firstly, welcome lo Edinburgh University. We al
'Studenl' wish all of you th e very b es t and hope th at you enjoy
you r years at the Univers ity .
By now you will have rece ived alii he lntormallon you will ever
n ee d about how th in gs opera te around th is verita bl e sea l of

learning . It would be pointless for us to altempl to compete with
I hat enormous stack of Information which came In you r Fresh er's
mailing. Insl ead, wh at we have l rle d lo do In I his Issue Is give you
an altern ati ve g uide lo lhe m ore relevan t aspects of universit y lite.
We sincerely hope thai you l i nd tho Fresh ers' Gulcles use ful , It
only bec au se l hey are all contained In l h e sa me easy-to -carry ,
groal-lo-be-seen -wll h, handy publication.
Enough about lh ls week's edlllon . 'Siudenl' Is Ed inburgh
Un iversity 's Ind ep end ent stud ent n ews p ap er . You will
undoubtedly come acro ss another rag produced by studen ts
called 'Midweek'. Like 'Siudenl' lh ls paper com es oul onc e a
week . Like 'Siudenl' Ills prod uced enti rely by students fo r other
stu dents. T he m ajor dltlere nce bet ween 'Midweek ' and 'Siudenl'
Is lhal lh e form er Is a publication produc ed by lh e Stud ents'
Association and as suc h II has no editorial free dom from lh al
orga nisation. 'Studen t'. on th e other h and. has ab solute ed itoria l
au tonomy . Therefore we can sa y wh at we li ke wh en we wa nt to
say II. This mea ns I ha l 'Si u denl' h as an Importa nt rol e to play In

ac ting as an Associallo n watc hdo g. Thu s we are popula r wit h
everyone bu t th e Association. althou gh II has to be said I hal only

rarely do lhe l wo pa rties come Into di rec t conlllcl. (They are
usua ll y good girls an d bo ys up there. )
'Si udenl's rol e, however, extends far b eyond th is. We also
report all un iversit y news, both abou t Edlnjlurgh University and
about anyth ing else o f nati onal sl gn ii)C. r~e:--tn addition w e
Incl ude pages on music, arts and sport. ~lsoiflbe found without
our 16 pages each we ek are fea tu res pages and on e of th e most
comprehensi ve Wh al's On gu ides ava ilabl e In lhe city.
"Goodness!" I hea r you gasp, " who Is respon sible for lh ls
wonderful produc ti on?" Well, th ai's whe re the snag comes ln.
You are. The paper Is open to, Indeed depends on, every student
allhe University. It Is your paper and II depends entirely on your
su pport. Th ere are aeve ral way s In which you can lend this
support. Th e moat obviou s Is lo buy II each Thurs day wh en II
c omes ou t. The aecond way Is to con tribute articles. A tellers
p age Is Included each week and Is ob'(jou sly open to everyone as
a foru m tor deb~e on any subject. II you wan t to contri bute
aomelhl ng more,'fhen how abou t writing a feature on whatever II
Is th at Interests you? You could alao aubmll news art icle s, mu sic
reviews or an ythi ng else that appears rele van t. Rem ember, It's
your paper, so you could even com e down and d em and a p age to
yourse ll It th ai's wh at you wan t.
Ultimately you can present you rself down here at 1 Bucclu ech
Pl ace every Friday lunchtime and actu ally get Involved In th e
production of l he p aper. We are always ahort of people In th at
departm ent and no one will be turned away who Is Interested.
Indeed you are auured of a warm we lcome It you wa nt to gel
Involved In either the w rlll n g or production side of th ings.
Enjoy yourselves, get Involved, and remember 'Studenl' gives
you much, much more; but th e paper needs you as much as you
n eed II. Good luck .
All articl es and enqu iries to: Student, EUSPB . 1 Buc cl euch
Place.

A CIRC ULAR concre to building
w1th a ptas t1c dome and assorted
groan vegetation benea th (b.1na na
trees. terns. 1vy etc). At one side ts
a rormd window bestdo two glass
doors. Inside. poopfo walk around
looking · burned. Th o rarrlo of
typowntors and th o hum of
photocopors romam s constant
bolow tho babble and occasiona l
shouts. Two ftg1ues squa t on
uncomfortable concreto steps by
tho palm trees.

Got the snap to be a 'Student'
~
photographer?

'Student' desperately needs some photograpers, 80
If you have a camera and the ability to develop your
own photographs, then why not come down and
see us on Friday at1.00 pm In 1 Buccleuch Place.
We have a darkroom and all the necessary
materials will be provided.

running the place. he looked a bit
o f a dick In that blue sewatshirt
Rapunze l: That girl was wearing

Staff

WANTE D!

each get a year off and £5,000 for
though. Stiff for £5.000 .

ACT f SCENE I

Rapunz el (httshod whisper):
Hel mut . I' ve go t sor]lething to toll
you . I th ink I'm going to have a
Helmut (in torruptmg): But didn't
yo u read th e EUSA handbook in
your Freshers ' mailing? I didn't
be live you . Anyway it's too soo n to
tell.
Rapu nsel: No. I'm sure. I want to
ask this morning . I fee l realty sick .
Mum and Dad warn ed me ... said I
wasn't res ponsi bl e enough. 1
should 've lis tened. God I need
help now . What'll l do Helmut ? Sir
Kei th Joseph's a bastard - he ju st
does n't care .
Helmut: I kn ow, Rapunz el. but
it's not too late. Th ere're ways to
r-------------------------~ avoid getting an overd raft. Herelook at th is. ( Points to Monoy
Advice Centro leallet) Th ere's
some good stuff in here about
covenants
and housing benefit
'rl.lasta1r Dalton
Mu sic:
Ed itor:
Roy Wilk inson and things . I'm glad somebody
MI Cha el Ocvlm
took the time to produce it. Who
Robm Hen ry did produce it anway ... EUSA?
Fea tu res :
Auls lanl Ed:
Eleanor Zen!
What's th at?
John Pc trio
Rapun zel. I'm no t su re. I th ink
News:
Ka trina Phili p
i t's somet hin g to do w i th student
Back Page:
lai n Ca meron
lan Ma q;rc gor politics and elect ions.
Mark Perc iva l
Helmut: Oh GOd! How boring .
Graph lca:
Al an Munro
Toby Porter Nothing to do with us anyway ...
Th o typ ewri ters r a ttle on
Wh11'1 On:
Jane McN01II
unaffected.
All Pho tog r1ph a:
Holen Bolt
lan Harvey
Scone 2: The firs t da y of term. J.35
Art a:
M1n1ger:
Elea nor Zeal
Ta nya Wool! pm in tho busy Poltoffow. Helmut
EIRIOO Proctor
and Rapunzol have just fin ished
1
Paul Quinn
Ad ve rtising :
Neville Moi r lunch.
...

'------------_,;.------------J
r - -- - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -- - -- --.

l

l her UnivCrsity like i t in the
ou ntr y .
John Mannix enters th e building
accompanied by Hilary O 'Neill.
Helmut: Hey look . Th ere's that .
guy with th e funny accent that
lo oks like he wears a lo t of eye ·
sha dow. He's Senior Presid ent.
•sn't he? I read th at there's four
sa bbati ca l posts in EUSA and th ey

Repunazel: I'm not too sur8 ill like
the sound of all the work I'm going
to have to do this term - all th ose
essays! What a bore.
Helmu t: I know . . . It's
depressing . Lost week wa s rea lly
good eve n if we did spend some
money. It was wort h it. Apparently
so me girl from EUSA organi sed
the whole thing . There was so
much to do.
Repunzel (loafing through a
copy of Midweek) : II says here that
a lot of things happen every week .
The Dance at fTev iot. the Gree n
B a n a n a Club at Pott errow
Afternoon Tee at the Pleasa nce:
EUSA seems to provide Quite a lot.

Helmut: Did you read the bit •
about their travel shops? It seems
funny to thi nk that we own a

company with three travel shops.
Someone to ld me that the
Students'
tur no ver

million

Associatio n's got a
of throe~a'n d ·a·half

and students

a blue sweatshirt too . Hilary
so mebody · or·other she ' s
union President.
Helm ut: yes, I met her. She kept
tak i ng about the BBC and
debating competitions.
Rapu nzel: So who else gets
£5.000 for drinking lots of bee r

then ? Well I suppose th ey maybe
have to do more tha n that
so metimes ... boring to do more
sometime~ .... boring m eeting s

and all th at stuff. Still for £5,000 ...
Helmu t: I saw them at th e
Opening Ceremony. One was
trying a beard I think. He was dead
sma ll and had funny trous ers on .
Rapun ze l: Oh yes . Callum
Calder. It said in the EUSA
handbook t hat he didn't have a
personality. What a shame. 1
thought he was cute .
Helmut: Not anot her one. All did
you did last week was tell me how

many good looking blokes you'd
seen and how many propositions
you got every time you went for a
piss. Sorry. I didn't mea n to shout.
Th e other sa bat ical's some goon
called Kenny Dalgleish. No it's no
Nei l Dalgleish. that's it. He
produces tha t Midweek rag. B1t ot
a bloody poser if you ask me .

AC T 2
The last weak of term. Rapunzel
and Helmttt are on the point of
splitting up. They haven 't bee~
getting on too well recently _
Helmut has accused Rapunzel of
becoming 'Just another tac elfess
hack " since she got elected in the
Octobor bye-e-,ections as a first
year rep on the SRC. Rapunzel has
accuse d Helmut of be ing
completely apathetic and ignorant
of the tmportance of "student
polittcal" issues. the SRC. the
educa tton system and rna presentgov~r~ment's education policy. •
Stttmg in the library coffee
room. they are caught up In the
same arguments again.
R1pu nzel: I th ink that's rea lly
unfair .. . . and untrue. It's not

everyone In the SRC sod EUSA
that's as you sa id, ·•a member of a

self-congralutatory clique". A lot
of them put a tQI of If me and effort
Into
th ings done wh ich
situatio n for all of us.

th ere and drink your pints of
Holsten. Don't ca re at all about
what's going on?
Helmut: Don 't g ive me that
"don't you care?" c rap. I'm sick of
it. You're not going to chang e

anything. And all you say about
politics - you don't know what
you are talking about - it's just
what your tutor told you at your
last tutorial. You won't chang e
anything. Not here. not in Brita in .
not anywhere.
Rapunzel: Christ. I hate your
attitudes. sometimes! you 're such
a co mplete uncaring moan at
times. The only reaso n you'd
probably ever go to a General
Meeting was if the U nion w as
going to double beer prices. YOu
can 't think of anyth ing but your
own bloody self:

Helmut: Oh that's good coming
from you ! I on ly care about myself.
eh? Well where have you been 75%
of t he times I asked you go out th is
ter m. " I've got such and such
committee - it's just this once
though ," For all you worry about
eve ryon e else's welfare. you don't
see m to mind leaving me si tting in
on my own.
Rapunzel: Sitting in on your
o.wn ! Don 't make me laugh . You.
were out getting p issed! LOok .
whether you like it or not, the
SAC is useful and it actu&lly t1oes

get things done. Like No Dlgsllast
year. You migh t have been in a
grotty beds it this year if that
campaign hadn't been a success.
You wouldn't hav e been so
complacent th en . would you?
You just don't realise what's
goi ng on. You're going to have to
understand th at I beli eve in what
I'm doing and what the sAC in i ts
various parts is doing. We can
change the way the Universi ty
does th ings. But if eve ryone just
sits th ere and does nothing. saying
" Oh it's nothing to do with me. 1
can 't do anything. I'm too busy."
Th en what's the pbint? You'll take
th e benefits, but have you ever
heard of input? I doubt- it. Th at's
what's wrong with this whol e
c·ountry. You don't know . you
don't want to know and you don't ...
care.
You maybe th ink that you 're
going to get through Universi ty
collecta2. 1 ora2.2onthewayout
and every th ing will be fine. If you
th ink that that's all University Is
about then you 're more naive than
you were at the start of Freshers'
Week . Degrees don't m ea n jobs. in
fac t. to some people. a degree
doesn't mean much at all. This
Universi ty, and especially EUSA.
offers a lot of opportunities to do
something useful and valuable for
you and for others. You can just
get your DP's every year. do your
exams and then pi ss off. but if you
ask me that's boring, and a waste

of opportunities for yourself. But I
don't

expect

you

understand.

Maybe you will in four years time
. . . by which time . . ...

.·

