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Dr Jon Moss joined the group of Prof Anna Williams in January 2018

as part of Prof Joanna Wardlaw’s UK Dementia Research Institute

programme, to investigate how early-stage endothelial cell

dysfunction in small vessel disease animal models leads to white

matter vulnerability and dementia. He has used correlative light and

electron microscopy to describe how plasma membranes of

dysfunctional endothelial cells of disease model rats show increased

blebbing, and secretion of vesicles capable of packaging factors

deleterious to the surrounding deep white matter.

He plans to isolate these vesicles to investigate their action further,

as well as isolating and RNA sequencing dysfunctional endothelial

cells, to discover the signature of their pathological action. Outside

interests include teaching his daughter to swim, classical music

concerts at the Usher Hall, and sampling a new guest ale at the

Southern bar.

Network Member Profile:

News from the Network:

• The 4th meeting of the Fondation Leducq

network ‘Understanding the role of the

Perivascular Space in SVD’ took place in

Toronto, 15-16th October 2018. The meeting

was hosted by Professor Sandra Black and

organised by the Leducq fellows at the

Sunnybrook Research Institute. The agenda

included updates on the work packages, data

blitz presentations from junior researchers and

talks invited speakers including Professor

Adam Brickman, who spoke about his work on

white matter hyperintensities in Alzheimer's

Disease. Read more about the network at

www.small-vessel-disease.org

• The UK Dementia Research Institute held

a two day conference in September, with

members from all six UK DRI centres. The

action-packed schedule included talks and

posters from the Edinburgh researchers, a

quiz and a ceilidh!

• Dr Sarah McGlasson from the Edinburgh

UK DRI was awarded the UK Scopus

Early Career Researcher award for

Medicine for her work with Dr David Hunt

on how immune activation can lead to

neurological damage, including damage to

cerebral blood vessels.

• Professor Joanna Wardlaw

received the Karolinska

Stroke Award for Lifetime

Contribution to Excellence

in Advancing Knowledge in

Stroke in November,

awarded by the Karolinska

Institute in Stockholm.

Left: Attendees of the 4rd Fondation Leducq SVD network meeting,

15-16th October, Toronto. Right: Professor Sandra Black opens the

meeting.

http://www.small-vessel-disease.org/
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Papers of Interest:

Volunteers needed!

If you are interested in helping to organise the next SVD 

network event, please contact: 

rosalind.brown@ed.ac.uk

Contact:
rosalind.brown@ed.ac.uk

Any news of interest?
Got an article to contribute? 

The Row Fogo Centre for Research 
into Ageing and the Brain

• The Mild Stroke Study 3 recruited its

first participant on 22nd August. The

study aim is to improve

understanding of what makes small

vessel disease (SVD) worsen (or

perhaps improve) and identify novel

targets for SVD prevention and

therapy. The study receives support

from Fondation Leducq, UK Medical

Research Council Dementia

Research Initiative, and Row Fogo

Charitable Trust.

Members of the MSS3 study team

• Dr Grant Mair won the Lucien Appel prize for his

paper ‘Effect of IV alteplase on the ischemic brain

lesion at 24-48hours after ischemic stroke’. The

prize is awarded at the European Society of

Neuroradiology meeting for the best research paper.

• Dr Gaia Brezzo joined Professor Karen Horsburgh

and her team to work on the Vascular Dementia

priority programme. Gaia is interested in

neurovascular function and coupling in health and

disease. Read more about the project here:

https://www.vadmatrix.com/project/

• The Centre for Cardiovascular Science has been

successful in securing a renewal of the BHF Centre of

Research Excellence and has retained the previous

funding level of £3M over 5 years . The overarching

mission is to transform diagnosis, risk stratification and

treatment of patients through a new Centre of Research

Excellence focusing on understanding and exploiting

mechanisms that drive cardiovascular injury and repair
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