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Overview 

The Sustainability Student Award aims to recognise the efforts of student societies or groups in their efforts to deliver projects that make the University and the community of staff and 

students more socially responsible and sustainable.  

It does not require completion of Bronze or Silver level criteria. It is a project-based award which focuses on four key areas: engagement within your student society or group, relating to a 

certain project you develop and implement, outreach to the wider University community and the impact of the project. 

To achieve an award, whether SRS is at the core of your society or not, we ask that you delegate a team to develop and implement a project relating to a specific area of SRS of interest to 

your student society or group. The project should be original, demonstrate a suitable understanding of SRS issues, have a comprehensive action plan and demonstrable positive impact. 

Finally, you should communicate the outcome of the project, on behalf of your student society or group, to the Department for SRS. 

How you will be audited: Auditors will conduct a short, informal interview with one or more members of the delegated team, to assess the success and impact of the project.  The students 

will have the opportunity to discuss their project, its evolution from the original idea, challenges presented, and aims for future development. 

Evidence: The auditors will also review evidence supporting the development of your project. It is useful to keep an evidence log of meeting minutes, action plans, communications with 

partners, publicity or press drafts and photos. We are flexible what kind of evidence you present for auditing, as long as it supports your project. Each student society or group should submit 

a final report with the relevant evidence (template available on the website).  

Deadline: Evidence and the final report are required to be submitted by the end of Friday 23rd February 2018. Please email matthew.lawson@ed.ac.uk with the email subject line 

‘Application Sustainability Student Award 2017-18, Project Name’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:matthew.lawson@ed.ac.uk


 
 

 
 
 

Criteria 

Criterion  What is required Further information How you will be audited 

Engagement The student society or group has delegated 3 or more students who 

have met at least 3 times between August 2017 and March 2017, 

for the purpose of identifying a specific aspect of SRS around which 

to plan and deliver a project. 

There is no requirement to hold all 3 meetings in 

order to move on to the second criterion. They can 

consist of meetings at any time of year between 

August 2017 and March 2018, if their purpose is to 

discuss your involvement in the project. 

Auditors will review lists of student 

names, and agendas/minutes from 

any meetings. 

Project 

Development  

The team has developed and implemented a project around the 

identified SRS aspect. The project must have been initiated no 

earlier than August 2016, and should be led by students. 

We ask that participant team’s projects be completed 

before the submission deadline (Friday 23rd February 

2018). If there are extenuating circumstances leading 

to a delay in project delivery, please feel free to 

contact matthew.lawson@ed.ac.uk  

Auditors will review planning 

documentation, communications with 

partners and outcome-based evidence 

(press, photos or publicity). 

Outreach  Efforts have been undertaken by the student society or group to 

promote the project to the University community and encourage 

participation of students and staff.  

Throughout the project, teams are asked to collate 

evidence to demonstrate that outreach efforts have 

been undertaken to engage with a wider audience of 

staff and students.  

Auditors will review communications 

and outcome-based evidence (press, 

photos or publicity). 

Impact It is important that the team is able to provide outcome-based 

evidence to demonstrate the impact of the project. 

Teams are asked to regularly review the impact of the 

project during the lifetime of the project. This should 

include both expected and secondary (or unintended) 

impacts.  

Auditors will review the final report 

and relevant evidence.  
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