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Brief description of the paper    
  
The pattern of issues around postgraduate academic misconduct in the School of Education so far in 
2015-16 will be discussed and summarised. The matters arising indicate suggest there may be some 
opportunities to modify what we do in order to improve the quality of student work by reducing the 
chance for academic misconduct to occur.  
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1) Use of Turnitin for PhD Candidates 
 
Using Turnitin prior to and at submission of PhD work could have an important role in 
the protection of staff and students.  
 
1) Firstly, 'ad hoc' use of Turnitin by staff and students during supervision could guide 
students away from potential issues before formal submission to examiners. These 
submissions would NOT be uploaded to student repository. 
 
2) Secondly, there should be a ‘formal’ submission to Turnitin of the final thesis as 
submitted to external examiners. 
  
Robert Chmielewski (IS Learning, Teaching & Web Services) explains there are no 
technical issues and he can advise on implementing these mechanisms.  
 

 Where should the dropbox(es) be located? 

 At what stage, if any, should work be saved in the Turnitin repository? 

 
 

2) Turnitin Paper View Requests 
 
Edinburgh University does on occasion receive requests for student work from other 
universities in order to investigate plagiarism identified in Turnitin. This is an 
uncommon event and we should, if appropriate, reciprocate. 
 
When another institution requests one of our student papers all instructors on that 
LEARN instance are contacted automatically by Turnitin via email. The email 
contains the plain text of the student work identified as a source. 
 
Responding to the email would require that the student author is unidentifiable – this 
may require some knowledge of the assessment and may mean more than just 
deleting a matriculation number from the coversheet. 
 

 In theory anyone on the course team can respond – to keep it simple this 
should be the course organiser.  

 
 

3) Further Preventative Action 
 
So far in 15/16 there have been 6 postgraduate referrals to the SAMO. All of these 
were overseas students. It is worth having a semester two ‘reminder’ at PG course 
and programme level of the University position on plagiarism and good academic 
practice.  
 

 Attached infographic about what is, and what is not, acceptable 

 The first semester 1 assessments submitted may be vulnerable and require 
formative input 
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Academic Misconduct 
 Copying and pasting text from sources, even at the note-taking stage, risks 

submitted work appearing plagiarised in Turnitin. 

 Close paraphrasing is still considered plagiarism (even if correctly referenced) 

 Plagiarism can result in disciplinary action which may reduce your marks 

 

 

 

 
Poor Academic Practice 
 “Direct quotes” are essential in some academic disciplines – in others their use is 

discouraged; check what is appropriate in your courses 

 Over-use of “direct quotes” does not demonstrate your understanding 

 Take care to correctly reference all your factual statements 

 These practices are not usually misconduct but can reduce your marks 

 

 

 

 
Good Academic Practice 
 Reading and understanding enables you write in your own words without relying 

on copying and pasting and without over-using direct quotes 

 Correct use of an appropriate referencing system also demonstrates knowledge, 
understanding and good academic practice. 

 Demonstrating good academic practice can benefit your marks 

 

 
  



Email to PG Programme Directors (24/2/2016 - Semester 2) 

Dear Programme Directors 

At this stage of the academic there tends to be an increased number of assessments on the 

horizon therefore I thought it helpful to give you an update on some of the academic 

misconduct landscape so far this academic year. So far this academic year there have been 19 

referrals to the SAMO involving 16 different students, 6 postgraduates and 10 

undergraduates. 

 The usual outcome for major cases (all PG and UG students years 3 &4) escalated to the 

College Academic Misconduct Officer (CAMO) has been a penalty, usually a mark of zero. 

The impact of this can of course be disastrous, particularly for short programmes like 1 year 

MSc’s and in pivotal assessments such as dissertations.  

 There are several points worth raising from the cases this year; 

1) PERSONAL CIRCUMSTANCES – Unexpected events can result in students to running 

out of time to complete assessments. They then have to rely directly on the wording of 

sources. Please advise students to discuss issues with personal tutors and when 

appropriate request extensions to assessment deadlines; this could avoid problems for 

some. 
 

2) LACK OF KNOWLEDGE - A number of students claim they plagiarised inadvertently; 

the university does not distinguish deliberate or inadvertent plagiarism. It is essential we 

continue to reinforce, at course and programme level, the appropriate relationship 

between writing and referencing. 

3) COPY-PASTE-EDIT - Copy and paste activity, easily identified by Turnitin, remains the 

main issue. The nature and extent of similarity can mean students get in trouble even if their 

work is referenced correctly. We need to keep emphasising to students the importance of 

being able to write their own words. 

4) UNSUITABLE SOURCES - Some student work appears to be connected to the uncited 

content of online repositories of ‘essay examples’ – some of the sites also appear to be 

involved in production and selling of essays.  

We should reinforce the types of sources which are appropriate for the subject areas in 

which we teach. 

 

I attach a simple diagram which captures most common academic misconduct and poor 

academic practice scenarios which we come across. At this stage in the semester this may 

help reinforce what we mean by the relationship between writing and referencing. 

 If there is any input you feel I can make at programme level please contact me. 

 

 


