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Brief description of the paper    

  

At the meeting of SPGSC held on 4 May 2016, the committee discussed the possible 

introduction of a student awards system to recognise student citizenship.  This had been a 

popular innovation in the School of Veterinary Medicine.  SPGSC agreed that it would like to 

investigate whether a similar scheme could be introduced in the School of Education.  Rachel 

O’Neill and Richard Easton volunteered to give further consideration to this initiative and 

develop a proposal for SPGSC to consider 

 

Action requested    

 

Consideration of the attached proposal with particular regard to the criteria for award. 

 

Resource implications 

 

Does the paper have resource implications?  Yes 

 

The Graduate School Office would be required to implement and run this scheme but would 

also require input from academic colleagues. 

 

Risk assessment 

 

Does the paper include a risk analysis?  No 

 

Equality and diversity 

 

Have due considerations been given to the equality impact of this paper? Yes 

 

Freedom of information 

 

Can this paper be included in open business?  Yes 

 

Any other relevant information 

 

None 

 

Originator of the paper  

 

Rachel O’Neill 

Richard Easton 
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Outstanding Student Contribution Award 

 

Proposed entry for PGT handbook and posting on PGT and PGR general 

information Learn pages. 

 

From 2016/17 the School of Education will recognise outstanding achievements 

of postgraduate students to support the community in the University and / or 

outside in outreach activities. 

 

Nominations will come from members of staff and be seconded by another staff 

member. They should be made by 30th June each year and a committee from 

SPGSC will review the nominations and suggest awards. There will be usually 3 

awards per year with a £50voucher and a certificate for each. The awards will be 

presented at the Winter Graduation reception held each November. 

 

Examples of the type of good citizenship we would like to commend are: 

 

• Outreach activities teaching community languages in local schools 

• Helping to organise an academic conference 

• Volunteering in a school and providing particularly strong support 

• Being an innovative student representative on School committees 

• Outstanding involvement in a EUSA group 

• SPGSC could suggest more ideas here 

 

 

The sub committee will be composed of 2 representatives from SPGSC and the 

Graduate School Manager or Depute Administrator. Results will be announced in 

early July each year. 

 

Information will be circulated to students via the Personal Tutor network, email 

and to staff via the School newsletter. 

 

On the next page is the form staff will use to nominate a student.  
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Nomination Form 

Any staff member can make a nomination for a student to be recognised with an award. Just 
fill out the nomination form and submit to mhgradoffice@ed.ac.uk 

The award will be a certificate to evidence an outstanding contribution to the School and/or 
wider community, and a gift voucher for £50.  

Nomination information 

What is the name of student you are 
nominating?  

 

 

Please provide a brief description of their achievements in the box below. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please provide us with a case study that illustrates the impact the student has had on the 
School or wider community in the box below.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Your details 

Please provide your contact information 

Full name (including title)  
 

 

Email address 
 

 

Relationship to nominee 
 

 

 
Seconder details 

Please provide the name and contact details of another staff member who can endorse this 
nomination. 

Full name (including title)  
 

 

Email address 
 

 

Relationship to nominee 
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Criteria for selection 

 

This is open for discussion at SPGSC. 

 

How significant was the impact of the voluntary contribution? 

How much effort did the student put in? (possibly in hours – amend form?) 

 

 


