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Sample Information for Researchers 

Biosamples are collected, documented, stored and processed according to local standard operating 

procedures. The Scottish HPV archive currently holds over 40,000 samples the majority of which are 

cervical liquid-based cytology (LBC) samples, but also nucleic acids extracts and self-taken vaginal 

swabs. For most of the samples, aliquots are kept at different temperatures (-80˚C for longer-term 

storage and -25˚C to be able to recapitulate cytology) and different volumes (original sample and 

concentrated aliquot).  

 

 

Data Information 

Samples supplied to the researcher are anonymised, but linkage to non-identifiable clinical 

information can be carried out by the archive team. Researchers can request non-identifiable clinical 

information, which includes cervical cytology status (smear test result), cervical biopsy/histology 

status, HPV immunisation status and clinical follow-up/outcome data where present. In addition, a 

significant number of samples are associated with HPV status, either via a screening or a genotyping 

test. Researchers utilising the samples will not be able to identify individual donors, as patient 

identifiable information (such as name, address, date of birth, etc.) is not released.  

As part of the process of issuing biosamples and clinical information, researchers are asked to 

provide a report on their results on completion of the project, including supplying raw data where 

this may help further characterise samples in the archive.  This is so that the Scottish HPV Archive 

can facilitate future research projects and promote collaboration between groups. 

 

Quality Assurance 

Quality assurance incorporating regular analysis of DNA, RNA, protein and other relevant 

biomarkers on randomly selected stored aliquots are undertaken at regular intervals to ensure 

durability of samples for research. Optimal storage conditions for samples are regularly reviewed. 

 

Application procedure  
The activity and management of the Scottish HPV Archive is overseen by a Local Management 

Group and an over-arching Archive Steering Group. Sample requests can be made using the Tissue 

Request form to the Archive Manager and applications will be assessed by the Archive steering 

committee before approval.  

 

Administrative charges 

The samples from the Scottish HPV archive are a gift from women held under the guardianship of 

Lothian NRS Bioresource. However, the administrative costs involved with selection process and 

provision of samples requires to be recovered. All applicants should contact the HPV Archive 

Manager to discuss costs.  

 


