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My name is Rachel Wood, I’m a geologist and a palaeontologist, but I really describe 
myself as a geobiologist. What I’m particularly interested in is understanding the rise 
of ecosystems on the planet, particularly marine ecosystems, and their impact on the 
carbon cycle. So, how they impact the way the atmosphere has changed through time, 
how communities have assembled and how we have the origin of complex life. 
 
I’m Steve Brusatte and, with Rachel, I’m one of the co-directors of this new Masters 
course. I’m on the faculty here at the School of Geosciences, I’m a palaeontologist 
and an evolutionary biologist, so I study animals like dinosaurs, but really anything 
with bones. What I like to do is understand how these groups (01.00) evolved over 
time, how certain groups like mammals and birds became successful, how other 
groups like dinosaurs died out and what that tells us about how the earth and life 
interact over time, and ultimately what relevance that has to better understand what’s 
going on in our world today as climates and environments change.  
 
We’re very excited to be launching a new programme, the Masters by Research in 
Palaeontology and Geobiology. What’s unique about it is that it’s a very focussed 
research-led programme with relatively little teaching. That teaching is very much 
orientated towards providing a research background and training. 
 
This new course is a Masters by Research, so it’s largely a research course but it’s not 
only research. There is a research project, that’s the biggest component, original 
research, some kind of new subject, where a student will do a project that nobody’s 
done before and work with us (02.00) to see that project through. There will also be 
some very targeted courses that will teach the fundamentals of Palaeontology and 
Geobiology. There’s also an outreach component, communicating your project, your 
work to the general public, through talks, through websites and through articles. We 
like to see ourselves as leaders in that, and that’s something we really think sets this 
course apart from any others. 
 
We expect students from all kinds of backgrounds to be interested, and we have a 
strong public outreach component of this degree, so people that are particularly 
interested in communicating their research and making it relevant, those are the kinds 
of students we like on this course.  
 
This course is primarily a research course, so we do imagine that a lot of our 
graduates will go into further research. This would be a great stepping-stone to doing 
a PhD and continuing an academic type of career, but that’s not the only thing we see 
this course as relevant for. That’s one of the reasons we have this outreach component 
(03.00) as part of it. We want this course to help train people that are interested in 
teaching, science writing, science communication, science policy, working for 
government, working for NGOs. Fossils, believe it or not, are very relevant to big 
questions about climate change and environmental change. They are our only record 
of how life has changed over time, real living things changing as environments 
change. That information is becoming more and more important, and this 
interdisciplinary degree will give students a background in all of that, that they can 
take on to many different careers.  


