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THET11050 Science and Scripture (online) – 20 credits 
 
 
If you require this document or any of the internal University of 
Edinburgh online resources mentioned in this document in an 
alternative format please contact Divinity Student Support: 
div.student.support@ed.ac.uk 
 
 
Course Organiser: Prof Mark Harris (School of Divinity) 

Mark.Harris@ed.ac.uk 
 
Semester:  1 
 
Teaching Staff:  Prof Mark Harris (Divinity) (Mark.Harris@ed.ac.uk) 

 
Summary:  
This Level 11 course is offered as an option within the MSc in Philosophy, Science and 
Religion (online), but is available to other online masters programmes too. The course 
will explore important points of contact between the science-religion debate and the 
Christian Bible, including trends in the interpretation of creation and miracle stories, and 
in fundamentalist belief such as creationism. The aim is to develop a critical awareness of 
methods of scriptural interpretation, and of how they have been influenced by modern 
science. 
 
Course description: 
Scientific explanations for the big miracle stories of the Bible exert a powerful pull on the 
popular imagination, as is easily demonstrated by googling ‘Noah science’ or ‘Moses 
Red Sea’, and seeing the wide diversity of articles, blogs and discussion threads which 
are retrieved, many of which involve a great deal of scientific and historical speculation. 
Moreover, the rise of science has gone hand-in-hand with an increase in fundamentalist 
readings. The debate about young-earth creationism takes place largely on scientific 
terms, about issues such as the age of the earth and the rightness or wrongness of 
Darwin's theory of evolution, but the underlying issue is really the theological status of 
Scripture, and how we ought to read it. In all of this, the development of modern science 
has been a crucial influence on how the biblical text is read. This course explores some of 
the ways in which the core biblical texts of creation and miracle have been understood 
and interpreted by natural scientists and biblical scholars in modern times. 
 
Syllabus/Outline Content: 
Religious understandings of creation form the central subject of interest in this course, 
but other key narratives of faith which have been examined by scientists - Noah's flood, 
the Exodus, and the Resurrection - will also feature. An important aim of the course will 
be to develop an appreciation of hermeneutics - the science of interpretation - and to this 
end the widespread phenomenon known as Creationism will also feature in the course, 
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especially in the guise of ‘flood geology’. 
 
A typical outline of the topics covered is as follows: 
Week 1: Hermeneutics: the ‘science’ of reading 
Week 2: Genesis 1 
Week 3: Genesis 2-3 
Week 4: Creation after Genesis (e.g. Ps.8, 136; Prov.8:22-31) 
Week 5: Creation in the New Testament (e.g. John 1:1-18; Col.1:15-20) 
Week 6: Natural evil, catastrophes, and 'plagues' 
Week 7: The 'Sea Event' (Exodus 14-15) 
Week 8: Miracle 
Week 9: The Resurrection of Jesus (Mt.28; Mk.16; Lk.24; John 20-21; 1 Cor.15) 
Week 10: Young-earth creationism 
Week 11: Noah’s flood (Genesis 6-9) 
 
Student Learning Experience Information: 
The course is taught by means of eleven sessions, each of which includes core online 
lecture content presented by one of the course teachers, and opportunity for online class 
discussion. Students are expected to engage critically and creatively with the reading, and 
to contribute to online discussion. 
 
Prerequisites for Course:  
Those admitted to study for an online masters programme. There are no other 
prerequisites.  
 
Learning Outcomes: 
On completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

1. Students will have established a sound awareness of how the science and religion 
dialogue has impacted upon biblical interpretation. 

2. Students will have a deeper understanding of the scriptural texts underlying much 
of the current science-religion dialogue, and will have surveyed the scope of 
biblical scholarship on key scriptural texts, and will have engaged critically with 
those texts. 

3. Students will have developed a thorough working knowledge of the available 
hermeneutical tools in biblical studies, especially those which seek in some way 
to reveal 'what really happened' behind the text, and including creationism and 
fundamentalism. 

4. Students will have engaged in constructive and critical online debate with peers 
across a range of disciplinary backgrounds. 

 
Requirements and Assessment: 
85% One 3,000 word essay to be submitted by 2pm on Tuesday 15th December 2020. 

The general scope of the course is how science and the modern scientific 
worldview impacts biblical interpretation. Any essay topic within this broad 
subject area is appropriate, but please remember that the prime focus should be 
on the text of the Bible and/or how it is interpreted. This means that any 
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topics from broad issues of biblical hermeneutics, to fine-detailed 
interpretation of individual verses can be considered appropriate, while 
general issues in the science-religion dialogue that are not directly relevant to 
the interpretation of biblical texts are not appropriate.  
Note that there are penalties for over-long essays, and for late submissions which 
have not been granted an extension. See the School’s Postgraduate Studies 
Taught Masters Handbook for further details of these, as well as the assessment 
process.  
Students will normally be sent feedback on their essays (including a provisional 
mark) within 15 working days of submission. For this course, feedback will be 
available by 18th January 2021. 
 

 
15% The remaining 15% of the final course mark will be determined by the student’s 

successful participation in the on-line activities associated with the course, such as 
the completion of on-line quizzes or making a number of relevant postings on the 
course discussion board. 
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Advice on assessments 
 
Formative assessment (feedback): 
The course organiser asks all students to contact him before writing their essays, to 
discuss an essay title and plan. Additionally, the course organiser will give advice on 
essays, presentations, or any other aspect of academic work, throughout the semester. 
Please contact him directly through e-mail, or arrange a face-to-face discussion online. In 
addition, there are several specific ways that feedback on your work is given in the 
course: 

1. Practice essay: if you would like to write a practice essay, the course organiser is 
very happy to give you feedback and an indication of the kind of mark it would 
obtain if it were to be assessed. If you choose to do this, please write your piece 
for assessment on a different topic from the practice essay.  

2. Choosing a topic for your essay: as the course progresses, please begin to 
consider a topic you might be interested in writing on. The idea is that each 
student writes a 3,000 word essay on something which has come out of (or has 
been inspired by) one of the 11 sessions. When an idea begins to germinate, 
please contact the relevant lecturer, and he will help you to formulate a good title, 
and put together a reading list and essay plan. Please also send a skeleton outline 
or plan of your essay to get some feedback from the course organiser before you 
embark on writing the full piece. 

3. Essay titles: the course organiser should always be consulted on these. Titles 
should be formulated in terms of a specific question, in order to provide a strong 
focus to the essay. General titles are too vague. For instance, this is a poor essay 
title, which provides little direction, and will probably result in a meandering 
essay: ‘Genesis 1 and the Big Bang’. However, a title that is formulated as a 
question almost always results in a more directed essay, e.g. ‘To what extent does 
Genesis 1 provide a theological model for the Big Bang?’ Please make sure that 
you clear your title with the course organiser before writing. 

 
Note: Plagiarism and Self-Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is the act of copying or including in one’s own work, without adequate 
acknowledgement, intentionally or unintentionally, the work of another or your own 
previously assessed original work (self-plagiarism). The work of another includes not 
only direct citations but extends to their ideas, arguments and sources as well.  Every 
source used (including all websites, encyclopaedias, dictionaries, lecture slides and other 
class material) must be properly referenced. Both plagiarism and self-plagiarism are 
regarded as serious academic offences.  It is also an offence to give your work for another 
to copy.   
 
Further information on the university’s academic misconduct and plagiarism policy can 
be found here: 
https://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/staff/discipline/academic-misconduct 
 
The following website also contains useful advice about avoiding plagiarism: 
http://www.plagiarism.org  

https://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/staff/discipline/academic-misconduct
http://www.plagiarism.org/
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The School Academic Misconduct Officer for Divinity is Dr Simon J. G. Burton 
(Simon.Burton@ed.ac.uk). 
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Weekly reading 
 
Reading Materials 
Please make sure that you have read through the prescribed texts before you watch each 
lecture. Supplementary reading is also provided to help shed light on the critical issues at 
hand but this is not required; please read what you can manage in the time available.  
 
Some of the material is freely available online, and some only through the University’s 
subscriptions. If you wish to access subscription material on your own computer, outside 
of the University network, you must first register for the VPN service and download the 
relevant software (http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/information-
services/services/computing/desktop-personal/vpn). This will enable a secure link to be 
created between your computer and the University network. Then you can login to Ease 
and access this document via Learn, and all of the links to electronic resources.  
 
All of the prescribed texts are also available in the New College or University Libraries.  
 
GENERAL READING: 
The early weeks of the course (weeks 1 to 5) are covered in more depth in Mark 
Harris’s book: The Nature of Creation: Examining the Bible and Science (Routledge, 
2013). This is available as an e-book from the University Library. 
 
 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/information-services/services/computing/desktop-personal/vpn
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/information-services/services/computing/desktop-personal/vpn
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Lecture and Seminar Topics (week-by-week): 
 
1. (Week of Monday 21 September 2020) Hermeneutics: the ‘science’ of reading  
For those new to biblical studies this session will provide a brief overview of methods of 
biblical criticism from the eighteenth century to the modern day, but the aim is to develop 
more in-depth issues in biblical hermeneutics relevant to the course, especially the crucial 
difference between the ‘historical’, and ‘narrative’ readings of Scripture which tend to 
predominate in biblical scholarship against scientific approaches, respectively.  
 
Prescribed Text:  
Bernd Janowski, “Biblical Theology”. In The Oxford Handbook of Biblical Studies eds. J. 

W. Rogerson, Judith M. Lieu (OUP, 2006), 716-731 – Available here: 
http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com.ezproxy.is.ed.ac.uk/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/978019
9237777.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780199237777 

ALSO USEFUL: Hans W. Frei, The Eclipse of Biblical Narrative: A Study in Eighteenth 
and Nineteenth Century Hermeneutics (Yale, 1974), 1-16 – on Learn. 

 
Supplementary reading:  
For those new to biblical studies: 
Susan Gillingham, One Bible Many Voices: Different Approaches to Biblical Studies 

(SPCK, 1998). 
 
Otherwise: 
Robert Morgan with John Barton, Biblical Interpretation (OUP, 1988), 167-202. 
Anthony Thiselton, “Biblical studies and theoretical hermeneutics”. In The Cambridge 

Companion to Biblical Interpretation ed. John Barton (CUP, 1998), 95-113  
(http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CCOL0521481449.008). 

 
 
2. (Week of Monday 28 September 2020) Genesis 1  
This session will look at the first Genesis creation text (the ‘Priestly’ creation narrative), 
and how modern science has affected almost everything that is ever said about it, 
especially through the Big Bang model. Alternative approaches, building on critical 
biblical scholarship will be compared. 
 
Prescribed Text:  
Claus Westermann, Creation (Fortress, 1974), 32-65 – on Learn 
 
Supplementary reading: 
Margaret Barker, Creation: A Biblical Vision for the Environment (T&T Clark, 2010). 
William Brown, The Seven Pillars of Creation: The Bible, Science, and the Ecology of 

Wonder (OUP, 2010), 33-77 
(http://www.oxfordscholarship.com.ezproxy.webfeat.lib.ed.ac.uk/view/10.1093/acprof
:oso/9780199730797.001.0001/acprof-9780199730797). 

Paul Copan and William Lane Craig, Creation out of Nothing: A Biblical, Philosophical, 
and Scientific Exploration (Baker Academic and Apollos, 2004). 

http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com.ezproxy.is.ed.ac.uk/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199237777.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780199237777
http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com.ezproxy.is.ed.ac.uk/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199237777.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780199237777
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CCOL0521481449.008
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com.ezproxy.webfeat.lib.ed.ac.uk/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780199730797.001.0001/acprof-9780199730797
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com.ezproxy.webfeat.lib.ed.ac.uk/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780199730797.001.0001/acprof-9780199730797
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Terence E. Fretheim, God and World in the Old Testament (Abingdon, 2005), ch.2 
Kyle Greenwood, Scripture and Cosmology: Reading the Bible Between the Ancient 

World and Modern Science (IVP, 2015). 
Mark Harris, Nature of Creation, chap.3 
Denis Lamoureux, “The Bible and Ancient Science: A Reply to Andrew Loke”, Science 

& Christian Belief 31: 168-193 (2019). 
Nathan MacDonald et al. (eds.), Genesis and Christian Theology (Eerdmans, 2012). 
Ellen Van Wolde, “Why the Verb ברא Does Not Mean ‘to Create’ in Genesis 1.1-2.4a”, 

Journal for the Study of the Old Testament 34: 3-23 (2009) 
(http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0309089209348155). 

 
 
3. (Week of Monday 5 October 2020) Genesis 2-3  
From the point of view of Christian theology, this is one of the most important texts in 
the Hebrew Bible, and the story of the ‘Fall’ still enjoys robust dispute, especially 
because of scientific developments such as evolutionary biology. This session will 
examine the main trends in the history of interpretation, beginning with Paul, and moving 
through Augustine to modern conservative and critical readings.  
 
Prescribed Texts:  
Denis Alexander, Creation or Evolution: Do we have to choose? (Monarch, 2008), 214-

243 – on Learn. 
 
Supplementary reading: 
John Bimson, “Doctrines of the Fall and Sin After Darwin”, in Theology after Darwin, 

eds. Northcott and Berry (Paternoster, 2009), 106-122;  
Graeme Finlay, Stephen Lloyd, Stephen Pattemore and David Swift, eds. Debating 

Darwin. Two Debates: Is Darwinism True and Does it Matter? (Paternoster, 2009). 
Terence E. Fretheim, God and World in the Old Testament (Abingdon, 2005), ch.3 
Mark Harris, Nature of Creation, chaps.3, 7 
Denis Lamoureux, “Evolutionary Creation: Moving Beyond the Evolution Versus 

Creation Debate”, Christian Higher Education 9:28-48 (2010) 
(http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/15363750903018231) 

Ernest Lucas, Can we believe Genesis today? The Bible and the questions of science 
(IVP, 2005). 

Nathan MacDonald et al. (eds.), Genesis and Christian Theology (Eerdmans, 2012). 
Joshua M. Moritz, “The Search for Adam Revisited: Evolution, Biblical Literalism, and 

the Question of Human Uniqueness.” Theology and Science 9:367-377 (2011) – 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14746700.2011.616001 

Michael Reeves, “Adam and Eve”, in Should Christians Embrace Evolution Norman 
Nevin, ed. (IVP, 2009), 43-56. 

Dennis Venema and Scot McKnight, Adam and the Genome: Reading Scripture after 
Genetic Science (Brazos, 2017). 

John Walton, The Lord World of Adam and Eve: Genesis 2-3 and the human origins 
debate (IVP, 2015). 

 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0309089209348155
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/15363750903018231
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14746700.2011.616001
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Why the historical Adam is creating so much concern – 
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2011/june/historicaladam.html 
 
 
4. (Week of Monday 12 October 2020) Creation after Genesis (e.g. Ps.8, 136; 
Prov.8:22-31) 
Creation theologies appear in many other texts of the Bible after Genesis, and although 
they may reflect some of the Genesis material (especially Genesis 1), there is also much 
that is distinctive. This session will examine the mythological background to the Bible’s 
creation motif, as well as ways in which the prophets and Wisdom texts explore creation. 
This will be connected with scientific and ecological interpretations.  
 
Prescribed texts:  
David Horrell, The Bible and the Environment: Towards a Critical Ecological Biblical 

Theology (Equinox, 2010), 49-61 – on Learn. 
Hilary Marlow (2010) Biblical Prophets and Contemporary Environmental Ethics (OUP, 

2010), Chap.7 ‘The Old Testament Prophets and Environmental Ethics’ – 
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com.ezproxy.is.ed.ac.uk/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780
199569052.001.0001/acprof-9780199569052 

 
Supplementary reading: 
William Brown, The Seven Pillars of Creation: The Bible, Science, and the Ecology of 

Wonder (OUP, 2010), chapters 5-9 
(http://www.oxfordscholarship.com.ezproxy.webfeat.lib.ed.ac.uk/view/10.1093/acprof
:oso/9780199730797.001.0001/acprof-9780199730797) 

Terence E. Fretheim, God and World in the Old Testament (Abingdon, 2005) 
Tom McLeish, Faith and Wisdom in Science (OUP, 2014), chaps. 3 and 5 
Mark Harris, Nature of Creation, chap.4 
Ronald A. Simkins, Creator & Creation: Nature in the Worldview of Ancient Israel 

(Hendrickson, 1994) 
 
 
5. (Week of Monday 19 October 2020) Creation in the New Testament (e.g. John 
1:1-18; Col.1:15-20) 
The creation texts in the New Testament are especially distinctive because although they 
re-work the OT material, they are (a) heavily eschatological, and (b) centred on the 
person of Christ. This session will explore the ways in which these ideas have impacted 
upon attempts to build scientific Christologies.  
 
Prescribed text:  
Niels Henrik Gregersen, “Cur deus caro: Jesus and the Cosmos Story.” Theology and 

Science 11 (2013) 370-393  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14746700.2013.836891 

George L. Murphy, ‘Cosmology and Christology.’ Science & Christian Belief 6: 101-111 
(1994) 
https://www.scienceandchristianbelief.org/browse.php 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2011/june/historicaladam.html
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com.ezproxy.is.ed.ac.uk/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780199569052.001.0001/acprof-9780199569052
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com.ezproxy.is.ed.ac.uk/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780199569052.001.0001/acprof-9780199569052
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com.ezproxy.webfeat.lib.ed.ac.uk/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780199730797.001.0001/acprof-9780199730797
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com.ezproxy.webfeat.lib.ed.ac.uk/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780199730797.001.0001/acprof-9780199730797
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14746700.2013.836891
https://www.scienceandchristianbelief.org/browse.php
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Joshua M. Moritz ‘Deep Incarnation and the Imago Dei: The Cosmic Scope of the 
Incarnation in Light of the Messiah as the Renewed Adam.’ Theology and Science 11 
(2013) 436-443 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14746700.2013.836893 

 
Supplementary reading: 
Mark Harris, Nature of Creation, chap.4 
Wolfhart Pannenberg, Jesus, God and Man (SCM, 1968), 390-397;  
John Macquarrie, Jesus Christ in Modern Thought (SCM: 1990), 388-392;  
Sean McDonough, Christ as Creator: Origins of a New Testament Doctrine (OUP, 2009) 

– available online through the University Library 
Alister E. McGrath, A Scientific Theology: Volume 2. Reality (T&T Clark, 2006), 245-

313, especially pp.297-313 
http://lib.myilibrary.com.ezproxy.webfeat.lib.ed.ac.uk/Open.aspx?id=319390  

Gerald O’Collins, Christology: A Biblical, Historical and Systematic Study of Jesus 
(OUP, 2009), 248-255;  

John Robinson, The Human Face of God (SCM, 1973), chapter 5. 
 
 
6. (Week of Monday 26 October 2020) Natural evil, catastrophes, and “plagues” 
This session will examine natural catastrophes in the Bible (i.e. earthquakes, floods, 
epidemic, and other natural disasters). A variety of interpretative perspectives can be 
adopted. While we might tend to see such catastrophes in terms of ‘natural evil’ 
(suggesting that the Creator should be held responsible), the biblical response tends to see 
them in terms of either (a) divine judgement (e.g. Gen.6-9; 18-19), or (b) as deliverance 
(e.g. the plagues of Egypt). This session will explore these different perspectives, and 
look at the relevance of modern scientific understandings of such catastrophes.  
 
Prescribed texts: 

1. Familiarise yourself with Genesis 18-19, Exodus 7-10 and Job as theological 
explorations of catastrophe and ‘natural evil’.  

2. Terence E. Fretheim, Creation Untamed: The Bible, God, and Natural Disasters 
(Baker, 2010), chap.3 – can be obtained online or in hard copy in the Library. 

 
Supplementary reading (Evil and the God of the OT): 
Michael Bergmann, Michael J. Murray, and Michael C. Rea, Divine Evil? The Moral 

Character of the God of Abraham (OUP, 2010) – 
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com.ezproxy.is.ed.ac.uk/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780
199576739.001.0001/acprof-9780199576739 

James L. Crenshaw, Defending God: Biblical Responses to the Problem of Evil (OUP, 
2005) – especially chaps.7 (‘Punishment for sin’) and 11 (‘Disinterested 
Righteousness’) 
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com.ezproxy.is.ed.ac.uk/view/10.1093/0195140028.001
.0001/acprof-9780195140026 

Mark Harris, Nature of Creation, chap.8 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14746700.2013.836893
http://lib.myilibrary.com.ezproxy.webfeat.lib.ed.ac.uk/Open.aspx?id=319390
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com.ezproxy.is.ed.ac.uk/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780199576739.001.0001/acprof-9780199576739
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com.ezproxy.is.ed.ac.uk/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780199576739.001.0001/acprof-9780199576739
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com.ezproxy.is.ed.ac.uk/view/10.1093/0195140028.001.0001/acprof-9780195140026
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com.ezproxy.is.ed.ac.uk/view/10.1093/0195140028.001.0001/acprof-9780195140026
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Tom McLeish, Faith and Wisdom in Science (OUP, 2014) – useful as a scientific reading 
of Job. From the University Library 

 
Supplementary reading (Catastrophes and plagues): 
Manfred Bietak, ‘The Volcano Explains Everything – or Does it?’ Biblical Archaeology 

Review Nov/Dec 2006, 60-65. 
Jelle Zeilinga de Boer and Donald Theodore Sanders, Volcanoes in Human History: The 

Far-Reaching Effects of Major Eruptions (Princeton, 2002). 
Greta Hort, ‘The Plagues of Egypt.’ Vetus Testamentum 69: 84-103; 70: 48-59 (1957-8). 
Warren C. Robertson, Drought, Famine, Plague and Pestilence: Ancient Israel’s 

Understandings of and Responses to Natural Catastrophes (Gorgias, 2010). 
Barbara J. Sivertsen, The Parting of the Sea: How volcanoes, earthquakes, and plagues 

shaped the story of Exodus (Princeton University Press, 2009), Chaps. 3 and 4 (‘The 
Minoan Eruption’, ‘The Plagues, the Exodus, and Historical Reality’) – can be 
obtained online via the University Library catalogue. 

R. Torrence and J. Grattan, eds., Natural Disasters and Cultural Change (Routledge, 
2002). 

 
 
7. (Week of Monday 2 November 2020) The ‘Sea Event’ (Exodus 14-15) 
This session will examine the great diversity of scientific explanations around the Red 
Sea Crossing of the Exodus, and will review them in conjunction with a close reading of 
the (equally diverse) biblical texts. One particular commentator under the spotlight will 
be Colin Humphreys, whose volatile remarks against biblical scholarship suggests that 
there is a subtle hermeneutic at play in the interpretation of miracle stories. 
 
Prescribed Text:  
Colin J. Humphreys, The Miracles of Exodus: A Scientist’s Discovery of the 

Extraordinary Natural Causes of the Biblical Stories (Continuum, 2003), 244-260 
(http://lib.myilibrary.com/Open.aspx?id=319210). 

Jacob E. Dunn, ‘A God of Volcanoes: Did Yahwism take root in volcanic ashes?’ 
Journal for the Study of the Old Testament 38 (2014) 387-424 
(http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0309089214536484) 

 
Supplementary reading: 
Bernard Batto, ‘The Reed Sea: Requiescat in pace’ Journal of Biblical Literature 102:27-

35 (1983) (http://www.jstor.org/stable/3260744) 
Mark Harris, ‘How did Moses part the Red Sea? Science as salvation in the Exodus 

Tradition.’ In Moses in Biblical and Extra-Biblical Traditions, eds. Axel Graupner 
and Michael Wolter (Berlin, New York: de Gruyter, 2007), 5-31. 

Mark Harris, ‘The Thera Theories: Science and the Modern Reception History of the 
Exodus.’ In Israel's Exodus in Transdisciplinary Perspective: Text, Archaeology, 
Culture, and Geoscience, ed. Thomas E. Levy, Thomas Schneider, and William 
H. C. Propp (Springer, 2015), 91-99.  

James K. Hoffmeier, Israel in Egypt: The Evidence for the Authenticity of the Exodus 
Tradition (OUP, 1996), Chapter 9  

http://lib.myilibrary.com/Open.aspx?id=319210
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0309089214536484
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3260744
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(http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780195130881.001.0001) 
James K. Hoffmeier, Ancient Israel in Sinai: The Evidence for the Authenticity of the 

Wilderness Tradition (OUP, 2005), Chapter 5 
(http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/acprof:oso/0195155467.001.000) 

William Johnstone, Review of The Miracles of Exodus by Colin Humphreys Journal of 
Semitic Studies 50:373-379 (2005) (http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/jss/fgi051) 

K. A. Kitchen, On the Reliability of the Old Testament (Eerdmans, 2003), 254-263. 
 
And a selection of what’s on the internet: 
Ron Wyatt’s claims - http://www.wyattmuseum.com/red-sea-crossing.htm 
Base Institute - http://www.baseinstitute.org/pages/mt_sinai/18 
Ark Discovery International – http://www.arkdiscovery.com/red_sea_crossing.htm 
 
 
8. (Week of Monday 9 November 2020) Miracle 
Rather than taking a general (‘objective’) approach to miracle, this session will look at 
what can be said through looking at particular cases. Accordingly, this session will seek 
to develop biblical theologies of miracle by close study of a representative number of 
texts across the Bible, in order to assess Rowley’s words from 1956:  
 

“Many modern minds are disturbed by the miraculous element in the story of the 
deliverance from Egypt and elsewhere in the Old Testament. On the other hand it is 
sometimes alleged that critical scholarship is based on the denial of the possibility of 
miracle. Let me say with clarity and candour that I am a critical scholar and that I 
neither begin nor end with any such denial…The miracle stories [of the Old 
Testament] can neither be uncritically accepted as historical, nor uncritically rejected 
as fancy. Each example must be examined for itself, in the light of the character of the 
narrative in which it stands and the purpose for which it appears to have been written. 
But that there is a truly miraculous element in the story, I am fully persuaded” (H. H. 
Rowley, The Faith of Israel (SCM, 1956), pp.57-8). 

 
Prescribed text: 
Eric Eve, The Healer from Nazareth: Jesus’s miracles in historical context (SPCK, 

2009), Chap.3 – on Learn. 
***IMPORTANT for assessed discussion on the Discussion Board*** - students 
should aim to write a short reflection on a particular miracle story from the Bible, aiming 
at no more than 300 words. Your reflection can make use of any appropriate means that 
you feel are suitable for illuminating the story: plausibility issues, scientific ideas, and 
personal testimony will be considered as “appropriate means”, alongside angles from the 
usual commentaries and scholarly literature. Here are some possible stories that could be 
addressed. They are just suggestions, so please feel free to investigate another story (as 
long as it describes a miracle): 
• The burning bush (Ex.3:1-6) 
• The stopping of the sun for Joshua (Josh.10:12-14) 
• Gideon’s fleece (Judges 6:36-end) 
• The ascension of Elijah (2 Kings 2:11-14) 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780195130881.001.0001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/acprof:oso/0195155467.001.000
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/jss/fgi051
http://www.wyattmuseum.com/red-sea-crossing.htm
http://www.baseinstitute.org/pages/mt_sinai/18
http://www.arkdiscovery.com/red_sea_crossing.htm
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• The healing of Naaman (2 Kings 5) 
• The sun goes back for Isaiah (2 Kings 20:1-11) 
• Daniel in the lion’s den (Daniel 6) 
• Virgin birth (Mt.1-2; Lk.1) 
• The Gerasene demoniac (Mk.5:1-20) 
• Feeding of the 5000 (Mk 6 or Jn.6) 
• Walking on water (Mk 6 or Jn.6) 
• The demon-possessed son (Mk.9:14-29) 
• The raising of Lazarus (Jn.11) 
• Pentecost (Acts 2) 
• Healing miracles in Acts (various, e.g. Acts 3:1-11) 
 
Supplementary reading: 
Stefan Alkier and Annette Weissenrieder (eds.), Miracles Revisited: New Testament 

miracle stories and their concepts of reality (De Gruyter, 2016) – available online 
from the University Library 

Barry L. Blackburn, ‘The miracles of Jesus.’ In The Cambridge Companion to Miracles, 
ed. Graham Twelftree (CUP, 2011) – 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CCOL9780521899864.007 

Wendy J. Cotter, The Christ of the Miracle Stories: Portrait through Encounter (Baker, 
2010). 

Eric Eve, The Jewish Context of Jesus’ Miracles (Sheffield Academic, 2002). 
Craig S. Keener, Miracles: The Credibility of the New Testament Accounts (Baker, 2011). 
Justin Meggitt, ‘The historical Jesus and healing: Jesus’ miracles in psychosocial 

context.’ In Spiritual Healing: Scientific and Religious Perspectives, ed. Fraser Watts 
(CUP, 2011), 17-43 – http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511973406.003 

Graham H. Twelftree, Jesus the Exorcist: A Contribution to the Study of the Historical 
Jesus (Wipf and Stock, 1993). 

Graham H. Twelftree, Jesus the Miracle Worker: A Historical and Theology Study (IVP, 
1999). 

Graham H. Twelftree, ‘The message of Jesus I: Miracles, continuing controversies.’ In 
Handbook for the Study of the Historical Jesus, Porter, Stanley E., Holmén, Tom, eds. 
(Brill, 2011), pp.2517-2548 – available online. 

Graham H. Twelftree, ‘The Miraculous in the New Testament: Current Research and 
Issues.’ Currents in Biblical Research 12 (2014) 321-352. 

Graham H. Twelftree, The Nature Miracles of Jesus: Problems, Perspectives, and 
Prospects (Cascade, 2017) – in New College Library 

Graham H. Twelftree, ‘The Historian and the Miraculous.’ Bulletin for Biblical Research 
28 (2018) 199-217.  

 
 
9. (Week of Monday 16 November 2020) The Resurrection of Jesus (Mt.28; Mk.16; 
Lk.24; John 20-21; 1 Cor.15) 
It is often said that Christianity stands or falls on the resurrection of Jesus. But what 
exactly do statements of this kind mean? There is an ever-flowing stream of books and 
articles published yearly on issues surrounding evidence, plausibility, and witness 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CCOL9780521899864.007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511973406.003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511973406.003
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testimony of the resurrection. This session will examine the arguments made for and 
against, how they rely on the scriptural material, mathematical probability calculations 
based on the scriptural evidence, and the difference that modern science makes. The aim 
will be to understand the different ways in which the Bible is used to argue for (and 
against) an historical scenario, in this, the hardest of all cases.  
 
Prescribed Text:  
Stephen T. Davis, “‘Seeing’ the Risen Jesus”, in The Resurrection, Stephen Davis, Daniel 

Kendall, Gerald O’Collins, eds. (OUP, 1997), 126-147 
(http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/0198269854.001.0001). 

Richard Swinburne, The Resurrection of God Incarnate (OUP, 2003), pp.204-216 
(http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/0199257469.001.0001) 

***SPECIAL NOTE*** The Swinburne text is challenging! If you are confident in your 
mathematical/scientific abilities, I invite you to work through the calculation in order to 
identify the crucial steps where the logic may be questioned. But at the very least, it is 
helpful if you can get the gist of his main argument in the pages before the probability 
analysis. 
 
Supplementary reading: 
Stephen T. Davis, “Resurrection”, in The Cambridge Companion to Christian 

Philosophical Theology, ed. Charles Taliaferro and Chad Meister (CUP, 2010), 108-
123 (http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CCOL9780521514330.008) 

Mark Harris, ‘Science, Scripture, and the Hermeneutics of Ascension.’ Theology and 
Science 12(2014)201-215 (http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14746700.2014.927253). 

Mark Harris, ‘Will resurrection be a law of nature? Science as divine action at the end of 
the world.’ In Chance or Providence? Religious Perspectives on Divine Action, ed. 
Louise Hickman (Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge Scholars, 2014), 21-44. 

Michael R. Licona, The Resurrection of Jesus: A New Historiographical Approach (IVP, 
2010), 465-610. 

Andrew Loke, Investigating the Resurrection of Jesus Christ (Taylor & Francis, 2020) – 
available online through the University Library. 

Ted Peters, Robert John Russell, and Michael Welker, eds., Resurrection: Theological 
and Scientific Assessments (Eerdmans, 2002). 

N. T. Wright, The Resurrection of the Son of God (SPCK, 2003), Part V. 
 
Also of interest: 
For some of the general issues of relevance (including some background on Bayesian 

analysis), see the following: 
Michael P. Levine, “Philosophers on miracles”, in The Cambridge Companion to 

Miracles, ed. Graham Twelftree (CUP, 2011), 291-308 
(http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CCOL9780521899864.017) 

Michael Martin, “The Resurrection as Initially Improbable.” In The Empty Tomb: Jesus 
Beyond the Grave, ed. R. M. Price and Jay Lowder (Prometheus, 2005), pp.43-54. 

 
 
10. (Week of Monday 23 November 2020) Young-earth creationism 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/0198269854.001.0001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/0199257469.001.0001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CCOL9780521514330.008
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14746700.2014.927253
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CCOL9780521899864.017
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This session will look at the history behind 6-day creationism, its key beliefs and 
hermeneutical traits, and its dominance in modern-day fundamentalist Christianity and its 
influence in Islam. ‘Flood geology’ will form an important part of the session. 
 
Prescribed Text:  
John C. Whitcomb and Henry M. Morris, The Genesis Flood: The Biblical Record and 

Its Scientific Implications (P&R, 1961), pp.258-288 – on Learn. 
David R. Montgomery, ‘The evolution of creationism.’ GSA Today 22:4-9 (2012) – 

(http://dx.doi.org/10.1130/GSATG158A.1) 
 
Supplementary reading:  
Charles A. Bleckmann, “Evolution and Creationism in Science: 1880-2000”, Bioscience 

56:151-158 (2006) (http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1641/0006-
3568%282006%29056%5B0151%3AEACIS%5D2.0.CO%3B2) 

Arthur McCalla, The Creationist Debate: The Encounter Between the Bible and the 
Historical Mind (Bloomsbury, 2nd ed., 2013). 

David R. Montgomery, The Rocks Don’t Lie: A Geologist Investigates Noah’s Flood 
(Norton, 2012).  

Ronald L. Numbers, The Creationists: The Evolution of Scientific Creationism 
(University of California Press, 2006). 

Ronald L. Numbers, “Scientific creationism and intelligent design.” In The Cambridge 
Companion to Science and Religion, ed. Peter Harrison (CUP, 2008), 127-147. 
(http://cco.cambridge.org.ezproxy.webfeat.lib.ed.ac.uk/uid=11173/extract?id=ccol978
0521885386_CCOL9780521885386A009). 

Davis A. Young, The Biblical Flood: A Case Study of the Church’s Response to 
Extrabiblical Evidence. (Eerdmans, 1995), 244-266. 

Davis A. Young and Ralph F. Stearley, The Bible, Rocks and Time: Geological Evidence 
for the Age of the Earth (IVP, 2008). 

 
For further research on young-earth creationism: 
Answers in Genesis – www.answersingenesis.org 
Institute for Creation Research – www.icr.org 
Creationism in the UK – http://www.cis.org.uk/resources/articles-talks-and-
links/creation/creationism-links/  
 
 
11. (Week of Monday 30 November 2020) Noah’s flood (Genesis 6-9) 
This session will look at the hotly-debated issue of the putative universality of the flood 
myth behind the biblical flood story in Genesis 6-9, together with popular recent 
alternative explanations, such as those which utilise an ancient flood in the Black Sea. 
 
Prescribed Texts:  
***READ THIS ONE FIRST - E. Kristan-Tollmann and A. Tollmann, A. “The youngest 

big impact on Earth deduced from geological and historical evidence” Terra nova 
6:209-217 (1994) – available electronically on the University Library catalogue. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1130/GSATG158A.1
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1641/0006-3568%282006%29056%5B0151%3AEACIS%5D2.0.CO%3B2
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1641/0006-3568%282006%29056%5B0151%3AEACIS%5D2.0.CO%3B2
http://cco.cambridge.org.ezproxy.webfeat.lib.ed.ac.uk/uid=11173/extract?id=ccol9780521885386_CCOL9780521885386A009
http://cco.cambridge.org.ezproxy.webfeat.lib.ed.ac.uk/uid=11173/extract?id=ccol9780521885386_CCOL9780521885386A009
http://www.answersingenesis.org/
http://www.icr.org/
http://www.cis.org.uk/resources/articles-talks-and-links/creation/creationism-links/
http://www.cis.org.uk/resources/articles-talks-and-links/creation/creationism-links/
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A. Deutsch et al., “The Impact-Flood Connection: Does it exist?” Terra nova 6: 644-650 
(1994) – available electronically on the University Library catalogue. 

Quirin Schiermeier, “Noah’s Flood” Nature 430:718-719 (2004). 
(http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/430718a). 

 
Supplementary reading: 
Norman Cohn, Noah’s Flood: The Genesis Story in Western Thought (Yale University 

Press, 1996). 
W. Bruce Masse, “The Archaeology and Anthropology of Quaternary Period Cosmic 

Impact”, in Bobrowsky and Rickman eds., Comet/Asteroid Impacts and Human 
Society: An Interdisciplinary Approach (Springer, 2007), 25-70 
(http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-540-32711-0_2) 

David Pleins, When the Great Abyss Opened: Classic and Contemporary Readings of 
Noah’s Flood (OUP, 2003), 159-182 ***Ch.10 ‘Can we really dig up God?’*** 
(http://www.oxfordscholarship.com.ezproxy.webfeat.lib.ed.ac.uk/view/10.1093/acprof
:oso/9780199733637.001.0001/acprof-9780199733637 

William Ryan and Walter Pitman, Noah’s Flood: The New Scientific Discoveries About 
the Event That Changed History (Simon&Schuster, 1999). 

 
Some interesting links on “ark-eology” 
Ron Wyatt – http://www.arkdiscovery.com/noah's_ark.htm 
The BASE Institute - 

http://www.baseinstitute.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=51&It
emid=65 

Bob Cornuke’s search for Noah’s Ark (in 4 parts) –  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Vo9VaZa5bc 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zfY0dU8u0Iw 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7u4j-dYdGHM 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mJ9hT7keI4s 

 
 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/430718a
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-540-32711-0_2
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com.ezproxy.webfeat.lib.ed.ac.uk/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780199733637.001.0001/acprof-9780199733637
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com.ezproxy.webfeat.lib.ed.ac.uk/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780199733637.001.0001/acprof-9780199733637
http://www.arkdiscovery.com/noah's_ark.htm
http://www.baseinstitute.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=51&Itemid=65
http://www.baseinstitute.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=51&Itemid=65
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Vo9VaZa5bc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zfY0dU8u0Iw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7u4j-dYdGHM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mJ9hT7keI4s
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