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Course aims and objectives 
 
This course explores philosophical methods, as they arise across a range of different areas of 
philosophy including epistemology, philosophy of science, philosophy of law and ethics – 
highlighting commonalities and differences. Each lecture will concentrate on a particular key 
philosophy article so as to identify, and critically discuss, the core arguments and methods that 
it deploys. The lecturer will demonstrate how to discern the main objective of the article and 
how to identify the arguments that are used and the evidence that is drawn upon in achieving 
that objective. In order to optimize learning outcomes, students should not only read the 
relevant articles in advance, but also attempt to critically engage with their arguments before 
watching the associated lecture. All selected readings are fairly accessible and freestanding. 

 

Intended learning outcomes 

 
By the end of this course, students should: 

 Have a grasp of fundamental issues in philosophical methodology, especially to do 
with philosophical dialectics and heuristics. 

 Be able to identify and reconstruct philosophical arguments, as well as critically 
engage with literature by key philosophers in representative areas. 

 Be able to present arguments clearly and concisely both within a classroom context 
and in a 2,500 word essay. 

 Have gained transferable skills in research, analysis and argumentation. 
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Learning technologist: 

Dr. Tillmann Vierkant 

Ms. Becky Verdon 
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Mr. Bill Farquharson 

t.vierkant@ed.ac.uk 

rebecca.verdon@ed.ac.uk 
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Course Structure 
 

An online lecture will be available for viewing in each week of the course. The course will 
cover five topics – laws of nature (weeks 2 and 3), statistical evidence in the law (weeks 4 
and 5), moral encroachment in epistemology (weeks 6 and 7), the demands of morality 
(weeks 8 and 9) and philosophy and cognitive science (weeks 10 and 11). There will be a 
brief introductory lecture in week 1.  

 

Syllabus 
 
 
 

Week 1:  Introduction (Vierkant) 
 

This session will focus on practical information about the course, including preparatory 
readings and forms of assessment. 

 
Background reading: None 

 

Weeks 2-3: Laws of Nature (SCHWARZ) 
 

Core readings: 
 

(1) A.J. Ayer (1956). ‘What is a Law of Nature?’, Revue Internationale de 
Philosophie 10 (36): 144-165. 

(2) Helen Beebee (2011). ‘Necessary connections and the problem of induction’, 
Nous 45 (3): 504–527. 
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Background readings: 
 

(1) Alexander Bird (2000). ‘Laws of Nature’, ch.1 of his The Philosophy of Science, 
London: UCL Press, 25-60. 

 
 

Weeks 4-5: Statistical Evidence in the Law (SMITH) 
 

Core readings: 
 

(1) Judith Jarvis Thomson (1986). ‘Liability and individualized evidence’, Law and 
Contemporary Problems 49: 199-219. 

(2) David Enoch, Talia Fisher and Levi Spectre (2012). ‘Statistical evidence, sensitivity 
and the legal value of knowledge’, Philosophy and Public Affairs 40(3): 197-224. 

 
Background readings: 

 
(1) Sections I and V of Mike Redmayne’s (2008) ‘Exploring the proof paradoxes’, Legal 

Theory 14(4): 281-309. 
 

Weeks 6-7: Moral Encroachment in Epistemology (SMITH) 
 

Core Readings: 
 

(1) Basu, R. and Shroeder, M. (2018) ‘Doxastic wrongings’ in Kim, B. and McGrath, M. 
eds. Pragmatic Encroachment in Epistemology (Routledge) 
[https://philpapers.org/archive/BASDW.pdf] 

(2) Gardiner, G. (2018) ‘Evidentialism and moral encroachment’ in McCain, K. ed. 
Believing in Accordance with the Evidence: New Essays on Evidentialism 
(Springer) 
[https://philpapers.org/archive/GAREAM-3.pdf] 

https://philpapers.org/archive/BASDW.pdf
https://philpapers.org/archive/GAREAM-3.pdf
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Further Reading: 
 

(1) Basu, R. (forthcoming) ‘The wrong of racist beliefs’ Philosophical Studies 
[https://philpapers.org/archive/BASTWO-3.pdf] 

(2) Gendler, T. (2011) ‘The epistemic costs of implicit bias’ Philosophical Studies v156, 
pp33-63 [Available online through JSTOR and elsewhere] 

(3) Moss, S. (2018) ‘Moral encroachment’ Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society 
v118(2), pp177-205 

 

Weeks 8-9: The Demands of Morality (CHRISMAN) 
 

Core readings: 
 

(1) Philippa Foot (1972). ‘Morality as a System of Hypothetical Imperatives’, The 
Philosophical Review 81 (3): 305-316. 

(2) Susan Wolf (1982). ‘Moral Saints’, The Journal of Philosophy 79 (8): 419-439. 

Background readings: 

(1) Section 4 of Johnson, Robert and Cureton, Adam, ‘Kant’s Moral Philosophy’, The 
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Fall 2016 Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.), 
forthcoming: http://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2016/entries/kant-moral/ 

(2) Section 3 of Johnson, Robert and Cureton, Adam, ‘Kant’s Moral Philosophy’, The 
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Fall 2016 Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.), 
forthcoming: http://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2016/entries/kant-moral/ 

(3) Michael Stocker (1976). ‘The Schizophrenia of Modern Ethical Theories’, Journal of 
Philosophy 73 (14): 453-466. 

 
Weeks 10-11 Philosophy and Cognitive Science 
 
Core Readings: 
Clark, A. (2007). Curing cognitive hiccups: A defense of the extended mind. The Journal 
of Philosophy, 106:163–192. 
Noë, A. (2007). Magic realism and the limits of intelligibility: What makes us conscious?  Philosophical 
Perspectives, 21:457–474. 
 
Background Readings: 
 
Rupert, R. D. (2004). Challenges to the hypothesis of extended cognition. The Journal of 
Philosophy, 101:389–428. 
Ballard, D. H., Hayhoe, M. M., Pook, P., and Rao, R. (1997). Deictic codes for the 
embodiment of cognition. Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 20:723–767. 
Gray, W. D. and Fu, W. (2004). Soft constraints in interactive behavior. Cognitive Science, 
28:359–382. 
Chalmers, D. J. (2000). What is a neural correlate of consciousness?  In Metzinger, T., editor, Neural 

Correlates of Consciousness: Empirical and Conceptual Questions. MIT Press, Cambridge, MA. 
Clark, A. (2009). Spreading the joy?  Why the machinery of consciousness is (probably) still in the head. 

Mind, 118:963–993. 
Hurley, S. and Noë, A. (2003a). Neural plasticity and consciousness. Biology and Philosophy, 18:131–

168. 
Block, N. (2003). Tactile sensation via spatial perception. Trends in Cognitive Sciences, 7(285-286). 

https://philpapers.org/archive/BASTWO-3.pdf
http://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2016/entries/kant-moral/
http://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2016/entries/kant-moral/
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Hurley, S. and Noë, A. (2003b). Neural plasticity and consciousness: Reply to Block. Trends in 
Cognitive Sciences, 7:342. 

 
 
 
 
 

General Background Reading 
 
A good general introduction to argument reconstruction, and to the notions of validity, 
soundness, cogency etc. can be found in Kemp, G and Booth, T. (2015) Critical Thinking: 
A Concise Guide (London: Routledge). 

 
The following volume contains a wealth of papers on philosophical methods, both in general 
and with respect to specific areas of philosophy: Cappelen, H., Szabó Gendler, T. and 
Hawthorne, H. eds. Oxford Handbook of Philosophical Methodology (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press) 

 
Resources 
 
Please ensure you have completed the library induction tutorial. Should you have any 
problems accessing any of the materials for the course please contact the course librarian, 
Mrs. Anne Donnelly, in the first instance. 
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Office Hours 
 
The office hours of each lecturer are available on the Philosophy hub page. Office hours are a 
good time for you to come and discuss ideas for your essays. Please don’t think you need a 
‘problem’ to come to office hours; we are always willing to use this time to chat through any 
thoughts you may be having about topics covered in the course, or topics for your essays. If 
you are unable to meet with a lecturer during office hours, please send them an email to arrange 
an alternative time. 

 

Assessment 
 
This course has two components of assessment (deadlines see LEARN page): 
 

 500 word essay plan due. This is 15% of your mark for this course (see below for 
more details; see also separately uploaded essay outline form). 
 

 2,500 word final essay due. This is 85% of your mark for this course (see uploaded 
video for more details about the final essay). 

You will also have the opportunity to submit a formative essay which won’t contribute 
towards your mark for the course. For more details regarding the formative essay and general 
advice for writing please see the Programme Handbook. 

 

Essay Plan 
 

This method of assessment consists in writing a plan for the final essay. The plan should begin 
with an introductory paragraph for the essay, describing your topic and conclusion, and the 
arguments you will use to support that conclusion. This will be followed by a list of the sections 
of your essay with a one sentence description of each. The plan should conclude with a 
bibliography, listing the papers and books that you will draw upon and discuss in the essay. 
An example of an essay plan will be made available on LEARN. 

 
The essay plan will be marked out of 100. Feedback will be provided, with a particular view 
to making helpful suggestions and pointers for the preparation of the essay. Markers will be 
looking for a definite and clearly stated conclusion and for evidence of a well planned 
argumentative structure that is feasible within the word limit.  

 

Marking 

Both your essay plan and your final essay will be marked using the grade descriptors for the 
Postgraduate Common Marking Scheme. 

Your final grade for the course will be determined on the basis of the two components of 
assessment. 
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Discussion forums 
 
There are discussion forums for each week of the course. This is your space to post any 
questions or comments you had about the week’s topic, and provide an opportunity for the on-
campus and online students to interact. The course organiser will monitor the forum and use  
your input to structure the discussion in seminars. Please participate as much as possible, but 
at least for the topics of your essay and one other one. 
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