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Course aims and objectives

This is a research led course focusing on core issues in cognitive science and its overlap with more traditional
philosophy of mind. The course begins with an overview of some conceptual debates in philosophy of mind
and cognitive science before addressing the more specific question of how we attribute mental states to
others. In the last section of the course we’ll look at more general themes in cognitive science, including the
role of culture in shaping our minds. The course is strongly inter-disciplinary, drawing on resources from
psychology, neuroscience and anthropology to supplement philosophical ideas. No prior knowledge of these
extra-philosophical disciplines is necessary for taking the course. Students should have taken Philosophy of
Mind and Cognitive Science before taking this course.

Intended Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course, students should

- Understand the main accounts (theory-theory, simulation, direct perception) of how we interpret other
people’s behaviour

- Be able to critically assess philosophical approaches to joint attention and altruism

- Be able to incorporate ideas from traditional philosophy of mind debates (other minds; eliminativism;
rationality) with contemporary empirical discoveries in psychology and neuroscience.

- Understand philosophical and cognitive science methodologies in approaching the field of social cognition

- Have a grasp of core issues in the philosophy of psychology, e.g. nativism, modularity, tacit knowledge.

- Be able to express their arguments clearly and concisely in a 3000 word essay.

- Gain transferable skills in research, analysis and argumentation

Syllabus

EEM/PSR
Week 1 Folk Psychology Synchronous seminar
Week 2 Theory-theories Forum discussion
Week 3 Simulation theory Synchronous seminar
Week 4 Mirror neurons Forum discussion
Week 5 Can infants mindread? Synchronous seminar
Week 6 Can animals mindread? Forum discussion
Week 7 Joint Attention Synchronous seminar
Week 8 The nativist/empiricist debate Forum discussion
Week 9 How does culture affect the mind Synchronous seminar
Week 10 Altruism in non-human animals Forum discussion
Week 11 Review Forum discussion

Course format

This course is for students on the on-campus MSc Philosophy programme and for students studying on the
online programmes Philosophy, Science and Religion and Epistemology, Ethics and Mind. What you are
required to do each week will be slightly different depending on your programme.
Each week everyone will watch a pre-recorded lecture. This will be released the Wednesday before the week
is due to start, i.e. the lecture for week 2 will be released the Wednesday of week one.
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MSc Philosophy, MSc MLEC If you are studying on one of these programmes then you will attend a
weekly one hour seminar online, using Blackboard Collaborate. This will be on Mondays, 16.10 - 17.00.
You are encouraged to post comments on the weekly discussion board for ‘on-campus’ students, although
doing so is not mandatory.

MSc Epistemology, Ethics and Mind; MSc Philosophy, Science and Religion If you are studying
on one of these programmes then you will attend a live seminar every fortnight, with times and dates
announced on Learn during week one. In weeks where there is no on-campus seminar you are required to
participate in the discussion boards for that week. You must post twice: once by the Wednesday of the week,
and another post in response to another person’s comment by the Sunday of that week. Posts may be no
more than 300 words.

Reading

The reading list is available through Exlibris, which can be accessed via the Learn page for the course.

Assessment

3000 word essay 85% due Tuesday 20th April 2021 at 12 noon
Creative project 15% due Monday 15 March 2021 at 12 noon

Essay

You should compose your own essay question based on one of the topics covered in the course. You should
check with me that your question has an appropriate scope by the end of week 11.
I will schedule time w/b 8th March for one-to-one meetings to discuss a plan for your essay.

Creative project

This assessment gives you the opportunity to demonstrate your learning in this course in a new and interesting
way.
You’ll be assessed against the following criteria: clarity, accuracy, understanding. I’ll grade them coarsely
and generously, taking account of the fact that different forms of project will allow for different amounts of
content. Don’t worry about what form gets you the best grade. Instead, focus on producing something in
the form that you’d find most interesting and fulfilling.
You can make the project alone or in a small group (2 - 3 people).

Possible ideas for a project

• Making a basic website (e.g. using weebly)

• Writing a wikipedia entry (please create a before and after so I can see precisely what you did)

• Recording a short presentation (5 - 10 mins)

• Short story or poem

• Leaflet/infographic for a non-philosophy audience, e.g. nursery school teachers, people who work with
animals, policy makers

If you have a different idea that’s great, just run it by me first.
After the projects have been submitted, they will be made available on the learn page for the course so you
can see what others have created.
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