
 

Capturing Lives in Scotland’s Communities: Participant FAQs 

Welcome to our ‘Capturing Lives in Scotland’s Communities’ Project, we’re 

delighted that you’re going to be taking part. 

We will explain everything in more detail in the first session but just wanted to 

take this opportunity to answer what some FAQs. You should have been added 

to our Microsoft Teams site – please let us know as soon as possible if you 

haven’t (by emailing Laura on museums@ed.ac.uk) as its important that you 

have access to this. 

Where do I access the resources? 

All the videos, along with their transcripts and activities, will be posted both on 

our website (https://edin.ac/2WHIUKA) and on the Microsoft Teams site. 

How long will I have to spend on the activities each week? 

We estimated that watching the videos and carrying out the activities will take 

2 – 3 hours each week although this will vary from person to person. 

What if I don’t have access to the internet/a device I can use? 

Please contact us as soon as possible (by emailing Laura on 

museums@ed.ac.uk or phoning 07729159550) if you don’t have access to the 

internet and/or a device you can use and we can discuss an alternative method 

of participation. 

How are the discussion group sessions going to work? 

The discussion group sessions are designed to be as relaxed and informal as 

possible. We will post the questions for the discussion group sessions in 

advance so that you can think about them beforehand if you’d like to. We also 

encourage you to keep in contact with your discussion group and your mentor 

throughout the week by using the Microsoft Teams site. That way you can help 

each other with any questions you have. 

What material do I need to use? 

We have designed the activities so that they can be done with as minimal 

materials as possible. For the activities throughout the project, you will need: 

- Sheets of paper 
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- A pencil or pen 

- A phone/device with a camera and that is capable of voice recording 

- ‘Found’ materials that you have collected from outside and/or recycled 

cardboard and magazines 

If having access to enough resources is a worry for you then please contact us 

on museums@ed.ac.uk. If you have more materials than these, then do feel 

free to use them! 

What exercises do I need to complete to get the Arts Award Explore 

qualification? 

To get the Arts Award Explore qualification, you need to complete: 

- Of the five activities involved in the programme, you need to complete 

at least three arts activities, one of which you should choose as your 

main artwork 

Drawing Objects (Week 1) 

Photographs (Week 2) 

Oral history (Week 3) 

Landscape Painting (Week 4) 

Public Art sculpture/Cardboard Model (Week 5) 

We recommend that you choose the Landscape Painting or the Cardboard 

Model as the your final artwork but if you’d prefer to focus on drawing and 

photography you can. 

- Research one artist and one arts organisation. In week 3, we will spend 

some time looking at the different arts organisations involved in this 

project and you can choose one of them or another one that you’re 

interested in.  

- In weeks 2, 4 and 5, we will feature a number of artists who you can 

write about for the artist section or you can choose another one of 

interest to you. 

- Finally, you have to share what you have learnt and at least one of your 

art pieces with others. This is what we’ll be talking about in week 6 and 

(with your permission) we will be featuring your art work in our online 

exhibition throughout the project as well as on social media. 
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In Week 6, we’ll work with you to gather the evidence of all your completed 

tasks and upload them to online portfolio which we can then send to the 

moderators. 

Is there a deadline by which to complete the task for the Arts Award Explore 

qualification? 

We will ask you to confirm by the last week of the programme (24th July) if you 

would like to be put forward for the Arts Award Explore qualification. 

You will then have until 7th August to complete your tasks to submit for the 

Award. If you need more time than this, please let us know as soon as possible. 

When will I receive my Arts Award Certificate? 

Your submissions for the Award will be assessed on 24th August. Certificates 

will be sent out to you after this date. Please note, that we can’t guarantee 

everyone will pass the Award but, as long as you complete all the activities, 

there should be no problem. 

When should I watch the videos/ do the exercises? 

Whenever suits you. The first week’s content will be posted at 9am on Monday 

15th, Week 2’s content will be posted on Friday 19th and the week’s following 

on the following Fridays. You will see on Teams when the material has been 

posted. You are free to complete it anytime you like. 

How do I get in contact with my mentor? 

We would ask that you contact your mentor in the first instance on Microsoft 

Teams – each mentor will have a channel that they will use with their mentees. 

 If you need support with anything or there’s anything you’re not sure about, 

please don’t hesitate to get in touch with us by emailing: Museums@ed.ac.uk. 

 


