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Who is your current employer and what do they do? 
SIL International (http://www.sil.org)
This is an international faith-based nonprofit organisation providing educational service to 
minority language communities worldwide through research, translation, training and 
materials development.

What is your job title and what does the job entail?
Linguistics Consultant
I provide linguistic consulting to minority language projects in East Africa, especially in 
the areas of orthography development, grammatical description, literature production and 
written discourse analysis for translation. This includes one-on-one mentoring, conducting 
workshops and seminars, proof-reading and advising on academic publications.

How did you achieve your current position?   
I’ve been interested in linguistics from the age of 14, so when I came across SIL 
International, I was enthusiastic, attended their summer courses in my native Germany and 
successfully applied for membership. After finishing my undergraduate linguistic studies 
and SIL-internal training, I was transferred by SIL to Tanzania to start a project in and for the 
Rangi language community. During my ten years in that project, I learned most of what is 
needed for minority language description and development. I received training from a 
variety of SIL consultants in different areas, among them tone language analysis, 
morpho-syntax, lexicography and translation principles, some of it one-on-one, some in 
workshop settings. Several of these senior colleagues recommended me to become a 
linguistics consultant which included not only a 2-year-internship but also the option of 
further studies. The professor at Edinburgh who had supervised my MA was still there and 
positively disposed towards me, so I happily returned to my alma mater with the support of 
my employer under a part-time, long-distance arrangement. I actually started in my current 
job position half-way through my doctoral studies but always on the understanding that I 
would complete my degree.

How do you feel you have used the skills and/or knowledge developed during your 
research degree in your career to date?
The degree programme gave me the necessary freedom to explore linguistic aspects of the 
Rangi language without having to heed project expectations or constraints. (This was not 
least due to SIL allowing me to use 50% of my work time on doctoral research, and that over 
the course of 8 years!) Through the combination of living and working in East Africa while 
studying at Edinburgh, I gained deeper insights into language documentation and 
development than I could have acquired in any one of the locations by itself. Apart from 
increased professional recognition in academic circles, this has also added confidence to 
my training of younger colleagues.
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