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I’m Neil Stuart, and I’m the Programme Director for Geographic Information Science 
and for Geographic Information Science with Archaeology.  
 
So, Geographic Information Science is the subject that brings together all the different 
kinds of digital geographical information that’s around us in the world today. If you 
think about all the different sources of information, from your smartphones, from 
satellites, from conventional surveying and GPS, all that information needs to be 
integrated so that we can make useful decisions. The science of doing that is 
Geographic Information Science.  
 
The programme structure for GIS is based on 180 credits. We divide that into 60 
credits in semester one, which is, primarily, your core courses. (01.00) In semester 
two, the next 60 credits are optional courses and, in the summer, the final 60 credits is 
your independent supervised dissertation.  
 
We also think it’s important to get our students out of the GIS laboratory. What we 
always do is have a residential field trip for four days and we go up to the Highlands 
to enjoy a little bit of Scotland. While we’re there, we collect data from GPS, from 
UAV and also from satellites. We bring that together and actually solve small, 
practical field problems, and experience working in groups and the dynamics and fun 
of doing that.  
 
The thing I would say to prospective students in terms of, “Why come to Edinburgh?” 
is that Edinburgh has a long reputation for GIS, we’ve been teaching the course here 
for over 30 years. It’s the longest established GIS programme, certainly in the UK, if 
not in the world. As well as that, we’re also a dynamic team and we work together to 
keep (02.00) up to date with the latest developments. We’re continually revising the 
programme to bring in new technologies such as UAVs and new satellite sensors.  
 
One of the strongest things about the programme is that our graduates get employed 
very quickly. Many people are amazed that half of our students can sometimes have 
jobs by the time they’ve even completed the programme. 
 
People sometimes ask me what my favourite thing is about teaching on GIS, and I 
have to say it’s just the variety and amazing excitement that the students bring to the 
programme. There are literally so many different backgrounds and reasons that people 
want to study GIS and every student brings their own different story, and we bring 
that into the group. One of the things about the Edinburgh programme that the 
students tell me is that they really enjoy working together as a group, and the friendly 
atmosphere that the staff create to allow them to work together and to get (03.00) so 
much out of the one-year programme.  


