
        Who is your current employer and what do they do? 

Johnson Matthey

A large FTSE100 company that deal in anything that relates to Platinum. I work in 
the Automotive section working on the catalytic convertors for cars (to lower their 
harmful emissions).

What is your job title and what does the job entail? 

Development Chemist

In my job I research, design, make and test new catalysts which aim to reduce 
harmful emissions made by cars such as carbon monoxide.

How did you achieve your current position?   

Here is what your career path looks like if you don’t know what you want to 
do……..

Nottingham University – MSci degree Chemistry (2005)

Independent travel/teaching English in Cambodia (2005-6)

JET program teaching English in Japan (2006-7)

Edinburgh University PhD (2007-2011).

Deloitte – trainee auditor (2011-2012).  I disliked this job so I quit after 1 year. I felt I was 
asked to work too many hours and the style of management did not suit me.

Johnson Matthey (2012-current). Applied for a general vacancy and then was informed 
by HR that I was to be phone-interviewed for a non-lab based job. In the phone 
interview I kept saying how I no longer wanted to be in a lab and felt my strengths were 
in the management side. It turns out I was given the wrong information and was being 
interviewed for a lab-based job. This was only discovered after I’d dug myself a massive 
whole. I explained why my answers must have seemed strange to them and started 
again from the beginning – ended up getting the job!

James Leeland
PhD Chemistry, 2011



How do you feel you have used the skills and/or knowledge developed 
during your research degree in your career to date? 

Time/people management – in large companies communication is key, having 
both formal and informal communication pathways during the PhD have helped 
these skills.

Self motivation – often in a PhD you are on your own, or you have to follow your 
own ideas – having the confidence to do this is important.

Equally important however, is knowing when to give up and try something else!


