
Immigration Guidance

Working in the UK 
during your studies
Tier 4 (General) Students



For students on a Tier 4 General visa who wish to work in the UK 
during their studies.

Working while you’re studying in the UK
Most Tier 4 students in the UK are allowed to work during their studies. 
You don’t need special permission. 

However, the hours and type of work you can do are restricted. They 
depend on when you made your most recent application for immigration 
permission and, in some cases, the level of course you are studying.

The visa stamp/vignette in your passport, or your biometric residence 
permit (BRP), will tell you if you’re allowed to work, and about any 
restrictions - you must comply with these. The Home Office takes this 
matter very seriously. It can refuse your immigration application or 
remove you from the UK if you work too many hours or do work 
you are not allowed to.

The number of hours you can work
The stamp on your passport or BRP will normally state that you can work 
for 20 hours per week during term time (see below) if you are studying at 
degree level or above. If you are studying a course below degree level, 
for example a Pre Sessional English Course, you will be able to work for 
up to 10 hours a week. If you are unsure of your working permissions, 
please ask an International Student Adviser.

Term time 
Term time and vacation periods for the University of Edinburgh are set out 
in the academic calendar, which you can find on the University website. 
If your course does not follow the academic calendar, for example, if you 
are a PhD student, term time is any period when you are supposed to be 
doing academic work. That means attending classes, preparing for exams, 
working on a dissertation or thesis, carrying out research, and so on.

The type of work you can do

You can do most types of job, but you must not:

• Be self-employed
• Be employed as a professional sportsperson (including as a sports 

coach)
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ce• Be employed as an entertainer

• Take a permanent full-time job
• Work as a doctor or dentist in training (unless you are on the 

Foundation Programme) 

Work placement and internships

Work placements are permitted in some cases for Tier 4 students, 
however there are some restrictions. Internships are usually not permitted. 
If you wish to take part in a work placement or internship, contact the 
International Office for further advice. 

Volunteering
There is a difference between voluntary work (unpaid employment) and 
volunteering.  Tier 4 students are permitted to do both, but any voluntary 
work you do will count towards the maximum number of hours per week 
you can work.  

Voluntary workers usually have a written or verbal contract (this means 
the employer must provide the work and the voluntary worker must attend 
at particular times and carry out specific tasks).  Voluntary workers are 
also usually remunerated in kind (for example, with rewards such as free 
items, or with a promise of future employment).

Volunteers do not have a contract of employment, must not take 
the place of an employee, must not receive payment in kind (except 
reimbursement for reasonable travel and subsistence expenses), and 
usually help a charity or voluntary or public sector organisation. 

You should always check with an organisation which offers you a 
volunteering opportunity whether it might be regarded as unpaid 
employment.

Help to find a job

The Careers Service will give you support and advice if you’re looking for 
work. You’ll find the Service on the third floor of the Main Library Building, 
and at the Weir Building at Kings Building Campus. 

If you’d like to know about working full time after graduation, please see 
the separate ‘Working after your studies’ guide.



The International Office, 33 Buccleuch Place, Edinburgh EH8 9JS
The University of Edinburgh is a charitable body, registered in Scotland, with registration number SC005336

www.ed.ac.uk/immigration

The National Minimum Wage
The National Minimum Wage is a minimum amount per hour that most 
workers in the UK must be paid. There are different levels, depending on 
your age and whether you are an apprentice. The rates from 1 April 2016 
are:
• £7.20 per hour - the rate for people aged 25 and over
• £6.70 per hour – the rate for people aged 21-24 
• £5.30 per hour – the rate for people aged 18-20
• £3.87 per hour – the rate for people aged 16-17

National Insurance
If you work in the UK you must pay a form of tax called National Insurance 
(NI) when your earnings are over a certain level. 
Before starting work you must apply for your own National Insurance 
number. This is a personal account number that helps make sure you pay 
the correct NI contributions and tax. 
To apply for your NI number, call 0345 600 0643. 

More information
For more information on working in the UK with your Tier 4 (General) 
student visa, contact the International Office at 33 Buccleuch Place, or 
email visahelp@ed.ac.uk. 

For more information on employment and finding jobs in the UK, contact 
the University Careers Service: 
W: www.careers.ed.ac.uk 
E: careers@ed.ac.uk 

Third Floor, Main Library Building 
George Square 
EH8 9LJ
T:  0131 650 4670

King’s Buildings, Weir Building 
West Mains Road 
EH9 3JY
T:  0131 650 5773

Find us on:

www.facebook.com/edinburghuniversityinternational

twitter.com/IntOffice_UoE

isasuoe.wordpress.com


