
 

 

Honours Course Selection  

Philosophy Academic Year 2018-19  
  
Honours Philosophy:  
  
At the honours level, philosophy students take 120 credits each year. Philosophy courses 
are 20 credits each. Philosophy does not have any required courses in its degree plan so 
for the philosophy component of their degree, students have a wide range of choices.   
  
Compared to sub-honours, the courses will be smaller, will cover topics in greater depth, 
and will be more challenging. Philosophy uses a variety of assessment methods, 
including: essays, exams, projects, and short assignments.  
  
Single honours:   
In their third year, single honours philosophy students normally take six philosophy 
honours courses of 20 credits each. All third year students are automatically enrolled in 
the 0 credit philosophy dissertation preparation course.  In their fourth year, single 
honours students take four philosophy courses of 20 credits each. Single honours 
philosophy students earn their remaining 40 credits in fourth year by writing an 
independent or coursework dissertation in philosophy.   
  
Joint honours:  
Individual degree programmes vary so check with your personal tutor about the details 
of your degree programme. All third year students are automatically enrolled in the 0 
credit philosophy dissertation preparation course. With exceptions: in their third year 
joint honours students take around half their credits in philosophy. In their fourth year, 
joint honours philosophy students typically take 40 credits in philosophy and 40 credits 
in their other subject. They earn their remaining 40 credits in fourth year by writing an 
independent or coursework dissertation in philosophy or a dissertation in their other 
subject.  
  
This year, the honours courses are divided into those normally taken in year 3 and 
those normally taken in year 4. The differences between these courses are as follows.  
  
 Year 3 Courses  Year 4 Courses  

•  
• •  

•  
  

More general topics.  
More contact time.  
Less suitable for philosophy 
coursework dissertation.  
Similar courses offered yearly.  

• More specialized topics.  
• Smaller class size.  
• More suitable for a philosophy 

coursework dissertation.  

• More course variability.  
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Distribution: Courses at year three are divided into four areas. We strongly recommend that 
single honours students aim to take courses in at least three areas and joint honour students take courses 
in at least two areas in their third year.    
Course Selection: The department will shortly distribute a link to the online course 
selection portal. This will require you to rank preferred philosophy courses each semester 
of the 2018-19 academic year. We will make our best efforts to ensure that all students 
enrol in some of their top choices although we cannot guarantee they will be able to take 
all of their first choices. The course selection form will be due on Sunday 24th June 
2018. Preferences received after that date will not be given as high a priority.  
  
Courses: Below we list the year 3 and year 4 courses we anticipate offering next year. 
Please note that because we are currently hiring, we cannot guarantee that all of them will 
run, especially at year 4. Courses that are especially precarious have been noted with *. 
Ranking a course that does not run will not disadvantage a student in enrolling in their 
other preferences. Relatedly, in some cases the course information is schematic. This 
document will be updated when more detailed information becomes available.  
  
Timetabling: The provisional timetable for courses will also be available at:   
  
https://uoe- 
my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/acowe_ed_ac_uk/EorQ2dVbWOZJjLF 
Qmybl7fUB4Oo3E2yxL9pVb_6qqcGuqw?e=4rNuwq   

https://uoe-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/acowe_ed_ac_uk/EorQ2dVbWOZJjLFQmybl7fUB4Oo3E2yxL9pVb_6qqcGuqw?e=4rNuwq
https://uoe-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/acowe_ed_ac_uk/EorQ2dVbWOZJjLFQmybl7fUB4Oo3E2yxL9pVb_6qqcGuqw?e=4rNuwq
https://uoe-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/acowe_ed_ac_uk/EorQ2dVbWOZJjLFQmybl7fUB4Oo3E2yxL9pVb_6qqcGuqw?e=4rNuwq
https://uoe-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/acowe_ed_ac_uk/EorQ2dVbWOZJjLFQmybl7fUB4Oo3E2yxL9pVb_6qqcGuqw?e=4rNuwq
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Year 3 Courses  
  
Year 3 courses are divided into four areas. We strongly recommend that single honours 
students choose courses in at least three areas and joint honours students choose 
courses in at least two areas.  
  
Semester 1  Semester 2   

1. Themes in Epistemology   1. Metaphysics  
2. Philosophy of Religion   2. Logic 2: Modal Logic  
3. Philosophy of Language  3. Philosophy of Science  
4. Feminism   4. Philosophy of Mind  
5. Political Philosophy  5. Ethics  
6. Early Modern Philosophy  6. Aesthetics  
7. Late Modern Philosophy  7. Ancient Philosophy 

  

  
Area 1: Knowledge and Reality  

  
Themes in Epistemology (Semester 1)  
Lecturer: Dr Martin Smith  
Description: This course introduces students to a number of major ideas and 
themes in contemporary epistemology. We will examine debates about the nature 
of knowledge and of justified belief, and cover topics including scepticism, 
contextualism, pragmatic encroachment, knowledge-first epistemology, 
reliabilism and a little formal epistemology.  

  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  
40% midterm essay (1500 words)  
60% final essay (2500 words)  
  

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/epistemol 
ogy/   

  
  
Metaphysics (Semester 2)  
Lecturer: Dr Alasdair Richmond  
Description: This will offer detailed seminars on key philosophical issues in the 
philosophy of time, tense and persistence, both classical and modern. No 
detailed logical or metaphysical expertise will be assumed, and the course is 
intended to be accessible to students with a wide range of philosophical interests 
and aptitudes.  

  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/epistemology/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/epistemology/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/epistemology/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/epistemology/
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40% midterm essay (1500 words)  
60% final essay (2500 words)  
  

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/time/  
  

  
  

Philosophy of Religion (Semester 1)  
Lecturer: Dr Patrick Todd  
Description: The course will cover a range of issues in contemporary philosophy of 
religion. Topics covered will include reason and faith; the nature of religious 
language; issues connected with the idea of God, including the concepts of 
eternity and omnipotence; arguments for belief in God (including ontological, 
cosmological and teleological arguments); the problem of evil; the relation of 
religion to morality.  
  

Assessment   Suggested Reading  
40% midterm essay (1500 words)  
60% final essay (2500 words)  
  

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/philosop 
hy-religion/   

  
  

Area 2: Language, Cognition, and Science  
  
Philosophy of Language (Semester 1)   
Lecturer: Dr Bryan Pickel  
Description: This intermediate course in philosophy of language explores topics in 
the philosophy of language in greater depth than in Mind, Matter, and Language. In 
2018-19, we will focus on the relationship between what speakers think and the 
language they use to express their thoughts. Which elements of a sentence 
correspond to the thought it is used to express? To what extent does the thought 
expressed by a sentence depend on the context in which it is uttered? Which 
elements are used to convey tone, emotional content, or presuppositions? We 
will explore topics including: singular and general reference to objects in thought 
and language, context sensitivity and first-person thought, and presupposition. 
We will then put these theoretical tools to use by discussing political language.  
  

Assessment   Suggested Reading  

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/time/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/time/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/philosophy-religion/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/philosophy-religion/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/philosophy-religion/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/philosophy-religion/
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Midterm Essay 35% 
Final Essay 60%  
Class participation 5%.  
Class participation will be assessed 
by hand-ins of tutorial questions and 
completion of an outline for the 
midterm and final essays.  

Gottlob Frege, “On Sense and Reference” 
(https://philpapers.org/rec/FREOSA-2) and 
“The Thought”  
(https://philpapers.org/rec/FRETTA)   
  
Emma Borg, Minimal Semantics.  
(https://philpapers.org/rec/BORMS)  
  
L. Susan Stebbing, chapters 5-8 and 10 of 
Thinking to Some Purpose.  
(https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015 
.536606)  
  

  
  
Logic 2: Modal Logic (Semester 2)  
Lecturer: Dr Wolfgang Schwarz  
Description: This course is a sequel to Logic 1, covering modal extensions of 
classical propositional and first-order logic, as well as some basic themes in 
metalogic. Modal logic is traditionally characterized as the logic of necessity and 
possibility, but we will also apply it to the study of knowledge, belief, obligation, 
permission, time, and other areas. In many of these applications, the relevant 
phenomena are usefully modelled in terms of "possible worlds" with certain 
relations among them. We will explore these so-called "Kripke models" in some 
detail, and investigate connections between different kinds of proof systems and 
Kripke models. No background knowledge apart from Logic 1 is assumed.  
  

Assessment   Suggested Reading  
Final Exam 50%,  two take-home tests 
counting 20% and 30%.  
Note: this is a formal course.  

Rod Girle's book "Modal Logics and 
Philosophy" is a very gentle  
introduction to the topic. The Stanford 
Encyclopedia entry 
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/logicmodal/ 
can also give you a good idea of the topic, 
although it is a little brisk as an introduction.  

  
Honours Philosophy of Science  (Semester 2)  
Lecturer: TBA  
Description: This course will cover more advanced topics in the philosophy of 
science without assumption of familiarity with the subject. In particular, it will 
look in depth at the case for and against scientific realism with particular 
emphasis on the metaphysical concern; i.e. whether the things described by our 
best scientific theories and models exist. Most basically, students will have to 
engage with questions around the relationship between a theory and the reality it 
purports to describe; within the context of philosophy of science. 
 
  

https://philpapers.org/rec/FREOSA-2
https://philpapers.org/rec/FREOSA-2
https://philpapers.org/rec/FREOSA-2
https://philpapers.org/rec/FRETTA
https://philpapers.org/rec/FRETTA
https://philpapers.org/rec/FRETTA
https://philpapers.org/rec/BORMS
https://philpapers.org/rec/BORMS
https://philpapers.org/rec/BORMS
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.536606
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.536606
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.536606
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.536606
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.536606
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/logic-modal/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/logic-modal/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/logic-modal/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/logic-modal/
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Assessment   Suggested Reading  
1. Class Participation (10%)  
2. Mid-term essay (1,500 words, 
40%) 3. End-of-semester essay (2,000 
words, 50%)  

  

  
  
Philosophy of Mind (Semester 2) 
Lecturer: Dr Keith Wilson  
Description: An intermediate Honours level course covering a selection of specific 
issues and problems in contemporary philosophy of mind and cognition. The 
exact topics covered will vary from year to year, but will include various 
foundational philosophical issues such as the nature of consciousness, mental 
representation, perceptual experience, actions, and/or emotions.   
Note: a more specific description will be posted shortly.   
  

Assessment   Suggested Reading  
Tutorial exercises 5%;  
Mid-term essay 35%; Final 
essay 60%.  

Topics in philosophy of mind covered in Mind, 
Matter, and Language  

  
  
  
Area 3: Morality and Value  
Note: because both courses focus on topics in political philosophy, we may not be able to 
prioritize students who want to take courses in both Feminism and Political Philosophy.  

  
Ethics (Semester 2)  
Lecturer: Dr Guy Fletcher  
Description: This course covers Ethics, the branch of Philosophy that deals with 
the nature, extent, and foundation of obligations, duties, reasons, and rights. 
Representative topics include: do people have moral rights? If so, why? If not, 
why not? Do we have moral reasons to help those in need? If so, why? If not, 
why not? Is the aim of providing a fully general, informative, moral theory 
plausible?  
  

Assessment   Suggested Reading  
30% midterm essay (1500 words)  
70% final essay (2000 words)  
  

Ross, W. D. The Right and the Good,  
chapter 2. ‘What makes right acts right?’ 
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/1 
0.1093/0199252653.001.0001/acprof9780199252657-
chapter-2   
  

  
  

Feminism (Semester 1)  

http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/0199252653.001.0001/acprof-9780199252657-chapter-2
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/0199252653.001.0001/acprof-9780199252657-chapter-2
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/0199252653.001.0001/acprof-9780199252657-chapter-2
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/0199252653.001.0001/acprof-9780199252657-chapter-2
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/0199252653.001.0001/acprof-9780199252657-chapter-2
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Lecturer: Dr Elinor Mason  
Description: In this course we will examine philosophical approaches to feminism 
and feminist issues. Topics covered may include inequality in the work place and 
in family structures; global feminism; the relationships between lesbian and 
feminist philosophy; issues around sex and sexuality, including the objectification 
of the female body, pornography and prostitution.  
  

  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  
Class participation 10%;  
 Midterm essay 40%;  
 Final essay 50%  

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/feminismpolitical/  
  

  
The 10% assessment grade is awarded for attendance at the discussion sections 
and participation in group activities. If there is something that impacts your 
ability to participate, please let me know in advance.   

  
Aesthetics (Semester 2) Lecturer: 
TBA   
Description: The course will introduce students to some central topics in 
contemporary aesthetics, including the nature of art, aesthetic experience, and 
issues arising in the philosophy of the particular arts. (This course might be 
specially relevant to students with joint degrees in Philosophy and 
English/Scottish Literature.)  
  

Assessment   Suggested Reading  
1500 word midterm essay (40%) and 
end-of-semester take-home test (60%)  

https://www.iep.utm.edu/aestheti/   

  
  

  
Political Philosophy (Semester 1)  
Lecturer: TBA  
Description: Political philosophy examines normative issues connected to (1) the 
relations between states and (2) the relations between states and those subject to 
their rule. Examples of topics that might be covered in any particular year are:  
Feminism, Immigration, Voting, Taxation, Property, Democracy, Liberty,  
Liberalism , Libertarianism, Distributive justice, Retributive justice, 
Intergenerational justice, Freedom of expression, War, Dissent, Civil 
Disobedience.  
  

Assessment   Suggested Reading  
40% midterm essay (1500 words)  
60% final essay (2500 words)  
  

Develops themes in political philosophy 
introduced in Morality and Value  

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/feminism-political/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/feminism-political/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/feminism-political/
https://www.iep.utm.edu/aestheti/
https://www.iep.utm.edu/aestheti/
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Area 4: History of Philosophy  

  
Ancient Philosophy (Semester 2)  
Lecturer: Dr Andrew Mason  
Description: The course this year will introduce the ethical thought of leading 
ancient philosophers, focusing on questions about virtue and happiness, the 
relation between them, and the place of philosophy in the good life. We will 
consider in turn the views of Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Epicurus and the Stoics.  
  

Assessment   Suggested Reading  
1500 word midterm essay (40%) End-
of-semester take-home test (60%).  
  

Topics in ancient philosophy covered in Greats.  

  
  
Early Modern Philosophy (Semester 1) 
Lecturer: Dr Andrew Mason  
Description: The course this year will introduce the thought of Edinburgh’s leading 
philosopher, David Hume.  We will use as our principal reading his Enquiry 
Concerning Human Understanding and Enquiry Concerning the Principles of 
Morals, and will also make use of his Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion. 
Topics covered include Hume’s theory of the mind, causation and causal 
inference, freedom and necessity, religious belief, scepticism, the nature of moral 
judgement, virtue and justice.   
  
  

Assessment   Suggested Reading  
1500 word midterm essay (40%) End-
of-semester take-home test (60%).  
  

Topics in modern philosophy covered in Greats.  

  
  
Late Modern Philosophy (Semester 1)  
Lecturer: Dr Dave Ward  
Description: This course will introduce students to the ideas of Hegel and 
Nietzsche, and examine the influence these thinkers had on the analytic and 
continental traditions in philosophy. The course will focus on reading and 
understanding key passages from Hegel's Phenomenology of Spirit and 
Nietzsche's Genealogy of Morals. An important background figure on the course 
will be Kant, and we will begin by reading some sections from his Critique of 
Pure Reason. We will compare and contrast the ways in which Hegel and 
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Nietzsche both sought to articulate and overcome philosophical problems 
inherited from Kant. Where helpful, we will also take brief detours into the 
works of other thinkers who influenced or reacted to Kant, Hegel and Nietzsche, 
such as Fichte, Schelling and Schopenhauer.  
  

Assessment   Suggested Reading  
Short essay 1 (750 words): 20%  
Short essay 2 (750 words): 20%  
Final essay (2500 words): 60%  
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Year 4 Courses  
  
  
Semester 1  

1. Philosophy of Wittgenstein  
2. The Nature of Moral  

Understanding  
3. Metaethics  
4. Philosophy of Fun & Games   
5. Knowledge, Ignorance &  

Power (x2)  
6. Philosophy of Well Being  
7. Kant  
8. Chinese Philosophy  
9. Free Will & Moral 

Responsibility  
10. Theories of Mind  
11. Philosophy of Fiction (x2)  
12. Philosophy of Gender and 

Race*  
13. Philosophy of Time Travel  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
    

  
  
Semester 2   

1. Puzzle & Paradoxes  
2. Philosophy of Law  
3. Philosophy of Merleau Ponty  
4. Freedom and the State: The  

Social Contract  
5. Social Cognition  
6. Philosophy and the 

Environment  
7. Freedom, Consent & 

Political Obligation  
8. Philosophy of Simone Weil  
9. Belief, Desire, and Rational  

Choice  
10. Environmental Ethics  
11. Applied Ethics (Bioethics)  
12. Advanced Topics in  

Metaphysics*  
13. Logic, Computability and  

Completeness  
14. Ethics of Artificial  

Intelligence  
15. Ancient Aesthetics*  
16. Aristotle  

  

Semester 1 Courses  
  
Philosophy of Wittgenstein  
Lecturer: Dr David Levy  
Description: This course will study Wittgenstein's early and later philosophy, concentrating 
on the Tractatus Logico-philosophicus and Philosophical Investigations. We will learn to 
read Wittgenstein's own work, especially the Tractatus and the later sections on 
rulefollowing and private language. The course will highlight the differences between his 
earlier view of language and his later view based on language-games, while also noting 
the considerable points of continuity in Wittgenstein's philosophy. This course is 
oriented around a single philosopher and his work, but attention will also be given to the 
connections between Wittgenstein's philosophy and enduring problems in philosophy as 
seen in the work of Plato, Descartes and Kant.  
  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  
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Written Exam 100%  https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/wittgenstein   
  
  
The Nature of Moral Understanding  
Lecturer: Dr David Levy  
Description: The central question we will address is: what is the nature of the 
understanding someone has when he or she engages with moral challenges? These 
challenges arise in relatively ordinary situations of the kinds presented in life, literature 
and film. These situations include decisions about what to do, wondering how to live, 
questions of whether one is under a moral obligation, contemplation of shame or guilt. 
We will consider, for example, what makes something a moral matter, whether I have a 
duty to myself, whether others can oblige me and whether morality is principally about 
what to do. The course is in three sections. First we will compare the predominant 
approach to morality with an alternative. Second we will consider specific moral 
phenomena like forgiveness, individuality and remorse. Third we will consider the 
interpersonal dimension of morality as seen in argument, persuasion and absurdity.  
  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  
Written Exam 100%  Raimond Gaita, Good and Evil: An Absolute 

Conception, Routledge 2004 and Macmillan 1991.    
Bernard Williams, Ethics and the Limits of  
Philosophy, Harvard UP, 1986  

  
  
Metaethics  
Lecturer: Professor Michael Ridge  
Description: This course explores core topics in metaethics.  Metaethics investigates 
questions at the intersection of ethics, on the one hand, and (a) metaphysics, (b) 
epistemology, (c) the philosophy of language, and (d) the philosophy of mind, on the 
other.  One overarching issue is whether taking morality seriously is compatible with a 
broadly naturalistic (scientific) view of the world and our place in it. We will investigate 
the following questions, among others:  

• Do moral statements express beliefs which represent the world as being a certain 
way or do they express desire-like states instead?  

• Does morality presuppose objective values in some important sense?  
• Are there any substantive moral facts?  
• Can moral properties, like the property of being morally wrong, somehow be 

reduced to some concatenation of natural properties?  

• Does moral knowledge require something like a faculty of moral intuition?  
•   

Assessment   Suggested Reading  

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/wittgenstein
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/wittgenstein
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Midterm Essay: 40%  
Final Take Home Exam: 60%  
  

What is This Thing Called Metaethics, by Matthew  
Chrisman  

  
  
  
Philosophy of Fun & Games  
Lecturer: Professor Michael Ridge  
Description: This course investigates the philosophy of play and the philosophy of games.   
Games are philosophically interesting in part because manifest something important and 
distinctive about human nature. While other creatures engage in play, human beings are 
perhaps the only creatures who play games. Indeed, playing games is plausibly an 
important part of the good life for creatures like us, and some have argued games would 
be the only fundamental source of value in Utopia.  Games also are plausibly constituted 
by norms and aims in a way that has made them an attractive model for numerous other 
philosophically vexatious phenomena – meaning in natural language, morality and 
beauty, for example.  In this course we will investigate the concept of a game, the 
concept of play and the relationship between these concepts. We also investigate the 
value of play and games, and the way they figure in a good life as well as their possible 
role in Utopia. Against the backdrop of Suits’ work The Grasshopper, which is a foil for 
many of the other readings for the course, we will investigate the following questions 
(among others):  

• Is life a game we are playing?  
• Can ‘game’, ‘play’ and ‘play a game’ be reductively defined?  
• Is ‘game’ a family resemblance word?  
• What interesting relationships hold between play (full-stop) and playing a game?  
• What (if anything) is the opposite of play?  
• Is it possible to cheat at a given game while still playing that game?  
• What makes a game a good one?  
• Is there something paradoxical about the attitude one must take up to play a 

game?  

• Can there be a game with no rules?  
• Are games well understood in terms of their functions?  
• What is the role of games in a good life?  
• What is the role of games in Utopia?  

  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  
Midterm Essay: 40%  
Final Essay: 60%  
  

The first few chapters of The Grasshopper, by 
Bernard Suits.  
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Knowledge, Ignorance & Power  
Lecturer: Dr Aidan McGlynn      
Description: This course will introduce and examine a range of topics at the intersection of 
epistemology and political/social/feminist philosophy, examining our actual epistemic 
practices in light of the relations of power and subordination that exist between 
differently placed groups in society, and looking at different proposals for how this 
should shape our theorizing about knowledge and ignorance.  
  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  
Midterm Essay: 40%  
Final Essay: 60%  
  

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/feminismepistemology/   
  
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/race/   
  

  
  
Philosophy of Well Being  
Lecturer: Dr Guy Fletcher    
Description: This course will examine well-being, a central topic in philosophy. In part 1 
we examine the main theories of well-being. These include hedonism, desire-fulfilment 
theory, objective-list theory, perfectionism. We will also look at some more recently 
developed theories, including hybrid theories and happiness theories of well-being. In 
part 2 we examine some general theoretical issues connected to well-being. These 
include: attempts to understand how well-being differs from other kinds of evaluation 
(moral etc) and scepticism about the concept of well-being. We will also look at whether 
well-being is holistic by examining whether lifetime well-being is determined via some 
simple function from momentary well-being. We will also examine how time and death 
connect to well-being, by looking at issues such as the timing of prudential goods, 
whether (and why) death is bad for us. We will also examine the connection between 
disability and well-being.  
  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/feminism-epistemology/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/feminism-epistemology/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/feminism-epistemology/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/race/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/race/
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 Final Essay (3000 words, 80%)  
In Class Quizzes (5% each)  
- Will take place at the 
beginning of the class in weeks 3 
(assessing material from weeks 1 & 2) 
and in week 10 (assessing material 
from weeks 7-9).  
- Will consist of multiple-choice 
questions and very short answer 
questions (1-2 sentences).  
  
Project (10%)  
- A project based on the content 
of the course.  
- Your task is as follows: 
Explain, analyse and evaluate some 
theory, idea, argument,or objection 
from the course (in any format other 
than a  

Crisp, R. ‘Well-Being’ in the Stanford  
Encyclopaedia of Philosophy  
(https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/wellbeing/)  
Fletcher, G. The Philosophy of Well-Being: An  
Introduction (pages 1-4)  

written essay). You’ll be assessed 
according to the following criteria.  
(i) How clearly and accurately you 
explain the relevant (e.g.) theory  (ii) 
How accurately you analyse and 
how well you evaluate it.  
  

 

  
    
  
Kant  
Lecturer: Dr Alix Cohen      
Description: The work of the German philosopher Immanuel Kant continues to have an 
extraordinary influence in philosophy. This course provides an introduction to some of 
the central issues in Kant's metaphysics and epistemology by looking at his masterpiece, 
the Critique of Pure Reason. It will highlight the role of Transcendental Philosophy in 
the wider context of Kant's philosophy as well as its importance for philosophical 
debates on these issues.  
  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  
Participation: 10%, Midterm Essay:  
40%, Final Essay: 50%.   
Participation consists in 
presenting to the class a critical 
discussion of a claim discussed 
in the course in a team of 3-4 
students.  

M. Grier, Kant's Critique of Metaphysics, Stanford 
Encyclopedia of Philosophy:  
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/kantmetaphysics/   

  
  

http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/kant-metaphysics/
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/kant-metaphysics/
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/kant-metaphysics/
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Chinese Philosophy  
Lecturer: Dr Mog Stapleton  
Description: This course is intended as an introduction to some of the key debates and 
ideas in Chinese Philosophy. Through a close reading of some of the most influential 
texts in e.g. Confucianism and Daoism, students will develop an understanding of the 
variety of philosophical approaches in Chinese Philosophy and how these may relate to 
approaches to Western Philosophy. This course will not assume any previous knowledge 
in the area. All reading will be in English translation.  
  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  
Mid-term essay of 1,500 words  
(40%)  
End-of-semester essay of 2,500  
words (60%)  
  

Puett, P. M., & Gross-Loh, C. (2017). The Path:  
A New Way to Think About Everything.  
Viking.  

  
  
Free Will & Moral Responsibility      
Lecturer: Dr Patrick Todd      
Description: The course covers the main issues in the philosophical debates about 
freedom, determinism, and moral responsibility. Among the more specific topics that 
may be addressed: Formulations of determinism; historical responses; Frankfurt style 
examples (designed to show that moral responsibility for an action does not require the 
ability to act differently); Strawson’s account of the reactive emotions; compatibilist 
theories about the nature of responsibility and freedom; moral luck; the difference 
between excuses and justifications; the relevance of ignorance; collective responsibility.  
  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  
Mid-term essay of 1,500 words  
(40%)  
End-of-semester essay of 2,500  
words (60%)  
  

  

   

Theories of Mind  
Lecturer: Dr Paul Schweizer    
Description: What is a mind, what are the essential characteristics distinguishing mental 
from non-mental systems? Two key features traditionally offered in response to this 
question are (1) representational content: mental states can be about external objects and 
states of affairs, they can represent and bear content or meaning; (2) conscious 
experience: only minds are consciously aware and have subjective, qualitative 
experiences, roughly, there is something it is like to be a mind. A central aim of the 
course will be to examine the extent to which these two features can be captured or 
explained by computational and/or physicalist methods, and to explore some of the 
conceptual issues basic to Cognitive Science and Artificial Intelligence as theoretical 
approaches to the mind.  
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Assessment   Suggested Reading  
Mid-term essay of 1,500 words  
(40%)  
End-of-semester exam (60%)  
  

Chalmers, D., Philosophy of Mind, OUP  

    
  
Philosophy of Fiction Lecturer: 
TBA  
Description: This course will introduce and examine a number of philosophical issues 
raised by fiction, covering topics at the intersection of aesthetics and epistemology, 
metaphysics, and the philosophies of language and mind: the nature of fiction; whether 
fictional characters exist and if so, what they are; whether we can gain real-world 
knowledge from engaging with fiction; the problem of "imaginative resistance" (why we 
cannot 'suspend disbelief' on things like principles of morality when engaging with 
fiction); and the "paradox of fiction" (how can we, for example, fear Darth Vader when 
we don't believe he really exists), and whether we need a new psychological state (an 
'alief' in Gendler's terminology) to solve it.  
  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  
Mid-term essay of 1,500 words  
(40%)  
End-of-semester essay of 2,500 words 
(60%)  

This course would be of particular interest for 
students with a degree in Philosophy and 
English or Scottish Literature.  
Sainsbury, Fiction and Fictionalism  

   

  
  
Philosophy of Gender and Race*  
Lecturer: TBA  
This course covers an advanced topic in the philosophy of gender and race.  Topics will 
vary year to year, but may include epistemic injustice, the relationship between political 
justice and race, the nature and mechanisms of oppression, or the metaphysics of race 
and gender, or the relevance of philosophy of race and gender to other areas of 
philosophy.  
  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  
Mid-term essay of 1,500 words  
(40%)  
End-of-semester essay of 2,500  
words (60%)  
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Philosophy of Time Travel  
Lecturer: Dr Alasdair Richmond  
Description: Students who successfully complete this course will have received a thorough 
grounding in all philosophical aspects of the current time travel debate and should be 
equipped to discuss critically a range of relevant, contemporary philosophical issues in 
metaphysics and elsewhere.  Students will be encouraged to engage critically with the 
works of such important figures as David Lewis, Kurt Gödel, Kristie Miller, D. H. 
Mellor and Robin Le Poidevin, amongst others.  
  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  
Mid-term essay of 1,500 words  
(40%)  
End-of-semester essay of 2,500  
words (60%)  
  

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/time-travel/  
  

Semester 2 Courses  
  
Puzzle & Paradoxes  
Lecturer:  Dr Brian Rabern  
Description: Paradoxes have formed a central topic of philosophical investigation, 
stretching back from Zeno of Elea up to David Lewis. Paradoxes figure both in 
influential arguments for philosophical theses and in famous (alleged) refutations of 
philosophical theses. Bertrand Russell advised that one should "stock the mind with as 
many puzzles as possible, since these serve much the same purpose [in philosophy] as is 
served by experiments in physical science". This course provides an overview of a 
number of famous philosophical puzzles and paradoxes and important attempts to solve 
them. In so doing students will be introduced to some important issues in philosophy of 
language, philosophical logic, decision theory, and formal epistemology. The course will 
put emphasis on both methodology and philosophical content: (i) method: emphasis will 
be put on the deployment of logical and formal methods in the service of philosophical 
problems, (ii) content: the main philosophical themes will center around the nature of 
reference, truth, rational belief, and knowledge. The puzzles and paradoxes to be 
discussed include Russell's paradox, the liar paradox, the sorites paradox, Cartwright's 
paradox, Bhartrhari's paradox, Frege's puzzle, the puzzle of empty names, the surprise 
exam paradox, the paradox of knowability, the preface paradox, the St. Petersburg 
paradox, among others. With critical engagement as a primary goal the course sessions 
will be discussion oriented and include various peer-teaching activities.  
  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  
Presentation: 20% 
Final Essay: 80%  

Sorensen (2005) A Brief History of the Paradox: 
Philosophy and the Labyrinths of the Mind, Oxford 
University Press.  
  
Sainsbury (2009) Paradoxes, Cambridge 
University Press.  

  

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/time-travel/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/time-travel/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/time-travel/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/time-travel/
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Philosophy of Law  
Lecturer: Dr Martin Smith  
Description: This course will introduce students to a number of topics and questions in 
contemporary philosophy of law. There will be particular emphasis on the ways in which 
philosophy of law overlaps and interacts with legal theory and with other branches of 
philosophy such as moral philosophy, political philosophy and epistemology. Topics to 
be covered in the course may include the normativity of the law, the relationship 
between law and morality, standards of legal proof, the presumption of innocence, the 
nature of legal precedent and of legal reasoning, the legal notion of evidence, legal rights 
and obligations and the ultimate aims of a legal system. The course may also include, in 
any given year, an examination of legal topics of particular contemporary interest, such as 
the use of “cold hit” DNA evidence in the courtroom or the corroboration rule in Scots 
law.  
  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  
Mid-term essay of 1,500 words 
(40%)  

  

End-of-semester essay of 2,500  
words (60%)  
  

 

  
  
Philosophy of Merleau Ponty  
Lecturer: Dr Dave Ward  
Description: This course will introduce students to the 20th century philosophical 
movement of Phenomenology. Originating with the work of Edmund Husserl, 
Phenomenology attempts to ground substantive philosophical claims concerning 
metaphysics, epistemology, philosophy of mind, and beyond, in a careful articulation of 
the ways in which our experience of the world is structured. After introducing 
Phenomenology via some key ideas from Husserl's work, the course will focus on  
Merleau-Ponty's influential 1945 work, Phenomenology of Perception. There, 
MerleauPonty argues that proper attention to the structures that characterize thought and 
experience reveals that we are fundamentally embodied creatures, and that this has 
important consequences for our understanding of mind, language, metaphysics and 
epistemology. After spending the majority of the course (weeks 3-8) exploring ideas and 
arguments of key sections of Phenomenology of Perception in detail, the final weeks of 
the course will consider how Merleau-Ponty applied his views to aesthetics and ethics, 
and how other thinkers such as Heidegger and Sartre pursued Husserl's research 
programme in different ways.  
  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  
Mid-term essay of 1,500 words  
(40%)  
End-of-semester essay of 2,500 words 
(60%)  
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Freedom and the State: The Social Contract Lecturer: 
Dr Alix Cohen  
Description: Doesn't the very existence of governments and laws mean it's impossible for 
us to live together and be free at the same time? Why should we obey the law? This 
module looks at some classic theories of the social contract (Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, 
Kant and Rawls) in order to answer these questions. It asks you to decide whether you 
accept their answers or whether you can find better ones.  
  
Participation: 10%, Midterm Essay:  
40%, Final Essay: 50%.   
Participation consists in presenting to 
the class a critical discussion of one 
of the authors’ views as applied to a 
case picked from current political 
events in a team of 3-4 students  

https://www.iep.utm.edu/soc-cont/   

  
  
Social Cognition  
Lecturer: Dr Suilin Lavelle  
Description: This is a research led course focusing on core issues in cognitive science and 
its overlap with more traditional philosophy of mind.  The course begins with an 
overview of some conceptual debates in philosophy of mind and cognitive science 
before addressing the more specific question of how we attribute mental states to others.  
In the final section of the course we’ll look at more general themes in cognitive science, 
including the role of evolution and culture in shaping our minds.  The course is strongly 
disciplinary, drawing on resources from psychology, neuroscience and anthropology to 
supplement philosophical ideas.  No prior knowledge of these extraphilosophical 
disciplines is necessary for taking the course.   
  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  
Class participation: 10%,  
Mid term essay (1500 words): 40%;   
Final essay (2500 words): 50% This 
course has a small participation 
component in the form of posting 
on online discussion fora.  Students 
in the past have found it helpful to 
hear their peers’ views in this 
setting, and it really helps me to see 
what people have found unclear or 
persuasive (or otherwise!) about the 
reading.  

Last year's lecture notes:  
https://umsu.de/bdrc/bdrc.pdf  

  
  

https://www.iep.utm.edu/soc-cont/
https://www.iep.utm.edu/soc-cont/
https://www.iep.utm.edu/soc-cont/
https://www.iep.utm.edu/soc-cont/
https://umsu.de/bdrc/bdrc.pdf
https://umsu.de/bdrc/bdrc.pdf
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Philosophy and the Environment  
Lecturer: Professor Pauline Phemister   
Description: In the course this year, we will be examining the deep ecophilosophy of Arne  
Naess that takes its inspiration from the monist philosophy of Spinoza and contrasting 
this with the ecophilosophy of Phemister inspired by the pluralist philosophy of Leibniz. 
We’ll be exploring issues of interconnectedness of living and nonliving entities, the 
relational identities of living beings, Naess’s notions of Self-realisation and 
wideidentification, as well as questions concerning intrinsic, instrumental, relational, 
moral, aesthetic and spiritual values. We’ll also consider moral and political issues 
surrounding bio- and onto-egalitarianism, biodiversity and variety, progress and the ideal 
of perfection.  

Assessment   Suggested Reading  
Midterm Essay 30% 
Final Essay 70%  

Arne Naess (1989). Ecology, Community and  
Lifestyle. Translated and edited by David Rothenberg   
(Cambridge University Press)  
  
Pauline Phemister (2016). Leibniz and the  
Environment (Routledge)  
  

  

  
Freedom, Consent & Political Obligation  
Lecturer: Dr David Levy  
Description: A course in political philosophy conducted by an examination of three 
fundamental concepts: freedom, consent and obligations to the state.  The seminar-based 
course is oriented around the discussion of focal works by mostly twentieth-century 
philosophers.  
  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  
Written Exam 100%  J. P. Plamenatz, Consent, Freedom and Obligation, 

OUP; Isaiah Berlin, “Two Concepts of 
Liberty”.  

  
Philosophy of Simone Weil  
Lecturer: Dr David Levy  
Description: This course will study Simone Weil’s philosophy, including her philosophies 
of labour and justice; and her conceptions of morality and moral personality. Study will 
proceed through a close reading of central essays or extracts from collected notes and 
notebooks. Discussion will focus on her texts, less so those of interpreters, so students 
will learn to read her work. The course will highlight the movement from earlier views 
oriented around action to later views oriented around attention. This course is oriented 
around a single philosopher and her work, but attention will also fall on the connections 
between Weil’s philosophy and enduring difficulties in the philosophies of Descartes and 
Plato; as well as the impact on recent philosophers such as Iris Murdoch and Peter 
Winch. Limited consideration will be given to Weil’s writings on spirituality. The focus is 
philosophical.  



Honours Courses  Philosophy  2018-19  
  

  21  

Assessment   Suggested Reading  
Written Exam 100%  https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/simoneweil/  

  
  

  
  
  
Belief, Desire, and Rational Choice  
Lecturer: Dr Wolfgang Schwarz  
Description: This course uses lectures and tutorials to introduce formal models of belief, 
desire, and rational choice. In the first part, we will apply the mathematical theory of 
probability to represent degrees of belief. We then turn to formal models of desire, 
drawing on utility theory in economics and value theory in philosophy. Finally, we will 
cover the basic concepts of decision theory, which formalises the intuition that rational 
agents do what they believe will bring them closer to satisfying their desires. Throughout, 
we will consider applications of our models to tackle traditional problems in 
epistemology, philosophy of mind, philosophy of science, cognitive science, economics, 
and ethics.  
  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  
50% Weekly exercises  50% 
Final essay.  
Note exercises will have a formal  
component  

Last year's lecture notes:  
https://umsu.de/bdrc/bdrc.pdf  

  
  
  
Environmental Ethics  
Lecturer: Professor Matthew Chrisman  
Description: This course examines some of the central theoretical and practical ethical 
questions arising out of the distinctive relation human beings have to the natural 
environment. The first half of the course will focus on theoretical topics, such as 
(nonexhaustive list): (i) how we should reason under uncertainty in long timescales, (ii) 
the nature and appropriate distribution of what's valuable, (iii) Parfit's 'non-identity 
problem' and 'repugnant conclusion', (iv) externalities, multi-generational prisoner's 
dilemmas, and tragedies of the commons, etc. The second half of the course will explore 
a variety of practical topics raised by environmental ethics, such as (nonexhaustive list): 
(i) carbon offsetting, (ii) direct action, (iii) cap and trade, (iv) geopolitical processes such 
as the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, (v) population 
control, (vi) food issues like genetically engineered crops and vegetarianism, (vii) the 
discount rates to use in economic models of the costs and benefits of mitigating climate 
change, etc.  
  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/simone-weil/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/simone-weil/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/simone-weil/
https://umsu.de/bdrc/bdrc.pdf
https://umsu.de/bdrc/bdrc.pdf
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40% Two In-Class Assessments.  
60% Take-Home Final Exam.  
  

The Ethics of Climate Change by James Garvey  

  

  
Applied Ethics. Bioethics  
Lecturer: Dr Emma Gordon  
Description: This course will consider the application of ethical theory to cases, imagined 
and real. This year, special emphasis will be given to contemporary debates in bioethics, 
exploring questions that arise as a result of new and emerging medical developments. We 
will explore the role that applied ethics can play in meeting these challenges. For 
example, we will cover questions such as the following: What are the arguments for and 
against various forms of moral and cognitive enhancement? What is the relationship 
between enhancement and authenticity? How should we approach the use of 
pharmacological interventions that aim to influence our emotions in interpersonal 
relationships? And what dilemmas are associated with genetic testing, selection and 
manipulation?  
  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  
40% Midterm Essay 60% 
Final essay.  
  

“The Perils of Cognitive Enhancement and the  
Urgent Imperative to Enhance the Moral 
Character of Humanity" by Savulescu and 
Persson.  
"If I could just stop loving you: anti-love 
biotechnology and the ethics of a chemical 
breakup" by Earp et al.  

  
  
Advanced Topics in Metaphysics*  
Lecturer: TBA  
Description: This course is meant to be a detailed examination of one advance topic in 
metaphysics. Topics may include universals and particulars, identity, the nature of 
essence and metaphysical dependence, or ontological commitment.  
  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  
Mid-term essay of 1,500 words  
(40%)  
End-of-semester essay of 2,500  
words (60%)  
  

  

  
  
  
Logic, Computability and Completeness  
Lecturer: Dr Paul Schweizer  

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/258102093_If_I_could_just_stop_loving_you_anti-love_biotechnology_and_the_ethics_of_a_chemical_breakup
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/258102093_If_I_could_just_stop_loving_you_anti-love_biotechnology_and_the_ethics_of_a_chemical_breakup
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/258102093_If_I_could_just_stop_loving_you_anti-love_biotechnology_and_the_ethics_of_a_chemical_breakup
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/258102093_If_I_could_just_stop_loving_you_anti-love_biotechnology_and_the_ethics_of_a_chemical_breakup
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/258102093_If_I_could_just_stop_loving_you_anti-love_biotechnology_and_the_ethics_of_a_chemical_breakup
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/258102093_If_I_could_just_stop_loving_you_anti-love_biotechnology_and_the_ethics_of_a_chemical_breakup
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/258102093_If_I_could_just_stop_loving_you_anti-love_biotechnology_and_the_ethics_of_a_chemical_breakup
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/258102093_If_I_could_just_stop_loving_you_anti-love_biotechnology_and_the_ethics_of_a_chemical_breakup


Honours Courses  Philosophy  2018-19  
  

  23  

Description: This course will focus on key metatheoretical results linking computability and 
logic. In particular, Turing machines and their formalization in first-order logic, linking 
uncomputability and the halting problem to undecidability of first-order logic. We will 
then study recursive functions and their construction, followed by first-order 
formalizations of arithmetic, particularly Robinson arithmetic and Peano arithmetic. We 
will then turn to the topic of the arithmetization of syntax and the diagonal lemma, 
before proceeding to prove some of the main limitative results concerning formal 
systems, in particular Gödel's two incompleteness theorems, along with allied results 
employing the diagonal lemma, including Tarski's Theorem and Lob's Theorem.  
  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  
Feedback and formative assessment 
provided via two compulsory exercise 
sets. Final mark (100%) is based on a 
standard 2-hour exam held in the 
Spring diet.   
  
Note: This is a formal course.  

Boolos (Burgess) & Jeffrey, Computability and Logic 
(any edition  

We strongly recommend that 
students without a very strong 
background in mathematics or logic 
take Logic 2: Modal Logic before 
enrolling in this course.  

 

  
  
  
Ethics of Artificial Intelligence Lecturer: 
Dr Mark Sprevak    
Description: Artificial intelligence (AI) is developing at an extremely rapid pace. We expect 
to see significant changes in our society as AI systems become embedded in various 
aspects of our lives. This course will introduce students to philosophical issues raised by 
current and future AI systems. No previous familiarity with the literature on AI will be 
assumed. Questions considered in the course include:  

• How do we align the aims of autonomous AI systems with our own?  
• Does the future of AI pose an existential threat to humanity?  
• How do we prevent learning algorithms from acquiring morally objectionable 

biases?  

• Should autonomous AI be used to kill in warfare?  
• How should AI systems be embedded in our social relations? Is it permissible to 

fall in love with an AI system?  

• What sort of ethical rules should AI like a self-driving car use? • Can AI systems 
suffer moral harms? And if so, of what kinds?  

• Can AI systems be moral agents? If so, how should we hold them accountable?  
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• How should we live with and understand minds that are alien to our own? The 
classes have a different format from that of most other philosophy courses. This 
format emphasises writing and discussion in class. Students are expected to have 
read the assigned readings in advance of the class. During class, students discuss 
the readings and work in small groups to answer questions based on the readings.  

Groups may be instructed to argue for a particular case (pro or contra). They may asked 
to assess the merits of a given view. They may be asked to look for counterexamples to a 
generalisation or fallacies with a specific argument. They may be asked to find out some 
background information that is relevant to answering a question. After considering each 
question, the whole class comes together to discuss what each group has done, 
synthesize the results, and see how it helps address the topic for the week.    
  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  
10% Participation grade (based on 
contribution to group work in class) 
20% Short writing assignment (500 
words)  
20% Short writing assignment (500 
words)  
50% End-of-semester essay (2,000 
words)  

Bostrom, N. (2014), Superintelligence: Paths,  
Dangers, Strategies, Oxford University Press  
  
Wallach, W., Allen, C. (2008), Moral Machines,  
Oxford University Press  

  
  
Ancient Aesthetics*   
Lecturer: TBA  
Description: The course will examine theories of beauty and the arts (especially, though not 
limited to, poetry and drama) in ancient thinkers, especially Plato and Aristotle; thinkers 
from later antiquity may also be included.  
  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  
Mid-term essay of 1,500 words  
(40%)  
End-of-semester essay of 2,500  
words (60%)  
  

  

  
Aristotle  
Lecturer: Dr Inna Kupreeva      
Description: The course will introduce students to the main concepts and arguments of 
Aristotle's philosophy, and examine the links between Aristotelian and modern 
philosophy. It will commence with a survey of Aristotle's theories of truth and scientific 
method and proceed to the metaphysics of substance and some of its applications in 
philosophy of mind and ethics. The main texts to look at will include Physics, Posterior 
Analytics, Metaphysics, De anima, and selections from the ethical corpus.  
  
Assessment   Suggested Reading  
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Topics in ancient philosophy covered in Greats.  
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