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Introduction
Welcome to Geography
On behalf of all the teaching and administrative staff on the Geography Degree Programmes, welcome to
the Institute of Geography within the School of GeoSciences at the University of Edinburgh. It is a
pleasure to have you here as a member of Geography's intellectually diverse and vibrant community and
to know that you'll be involved in our engaging courses of study. Whatever your goals and aspirations,
ours are simple: helping you to achieve your aims and encouraging you to make the most out of your time
studying with us. We look forward to working with you, to teaching you and to watching you become
geographers during your time here.
This handbook is intended to give you an overview of the degree programmes and individual courses
offered by the Institute of Geography, together with some useful practical information about the teaching
and learning resources we offer.
The Institute of Geography is part of the School of GeoSciences in the College of Science and Engineering.
As well as working with other Institutes in GeoSciences (Earth Sciences, and Ecological and Environmental
Sciences), Geography has very strong links with subject areas in other parts of the University of Edinburgh,
especially with the College of Humanities and Social Sciences.
The Institute of Geography is located on Drummond Street and your primary route for enquiries is
Kirsty Allan, who is the Undergraduate Secretary in the Institute of Geography. The main office is open
for undergraduate enquiries 9 am – 12.30 pm and 2pm to 5pm.
This handbook is not intended to be exhaustive. It does not contain all the necessary information for each
course. It must therefore be read in conjunction with the detailed information contained in particular
course handbooks or on the University Virtual Learning Environment. This handbook should also be used
in conjunction with any relevant Codes of Practice issued by the University (see
http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/policies-regulations). The formal regulations for your degree are
laid out in the University’s Degree Regulations and Programmes of Study (DRPS) and, while care has been
taken in preparing this handbook, in all matters the DRPS takes precedence. The DRPS can be found at
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/17-18/dpt/drps_geo.htm.
Your Personal Tutor can of course clarify any matters you're not sure about. In addition, the University’s
webpage for students is a great initial source for much information and guidance and can be found at
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/science-engineering/current-students.

Dr Tom Slater
Degree Programme Convenor
Geography
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Geography (single honours) Years 1 and 2
Years 1 and 2 of the BSc and MA Geography degree programmes concentrate on teaching students the
fundamental concepts and theories required for future study of geography, through classroom, practical
and field work.
The first year of your programme concentrates on TWO compulsory courses; Human Geography and
Physical Geography. Both courses provide a foundation for the understanding of fundamental concepts
and current ideas in human and physical geography for the Geography degree programmes.
Second year students will focus on one 20-credit compulsory course; Fundamental Methods in
Geography. In addition to the compulsory course, second year students are also required to select at least
2 of 4 Geography options courses which will build on the knowledge attained in the first year of the
degree.
There is one main difference between BSc and MA Geography single honours degrees over the first and
second year. BSc Geography students must take at least 40 credits of further courses from within the
College of Science and Engineering (Schedules K-Q) where MA students do not have this requirement. It is
possible to fulfil this requirement by taking all four 2nd year Geography courses instead of the minimum
of two, though we would also encourage you to explore the other interesting opportunities in the School
of GeoSciences and the wider College.
Students in years 1 and 2 are assessed through a mixture of continuous assessment and examinations.

Geography (joint honours) Years 1 and 2
Years 1 and 2 of the MA Geography joint honours degree programmes concentrate on teaching students
the fundamental concepts and theories required for future study of geography, through classroom,
practical and field work . In addition to the compulsory Geography courses in the School of GeoSciences;
Human Geography, Physical Geography and Fundamental Methods in Geography, students of joint
honours degrees also study SCQF level 8 courses relating to the joint honours element of the degree
programme.
Students in years 1 and 2 are assessed through a mixture of continuous assessment and examinations.

Your course choices
Students in year 1 and 2 of the BSc and MA Geography degree programmes are required to pass 240
credits (120 in each pre-honours year) in order to progress to honours study. In year one of your prehonours study, you will take 40 credits of compulsory courses and 80 credits of optional courses. In year
two, students must take the compulsory course, Fundamental Methods in Geography, supplemented by
100 credits of options courses.
Compulsory courses in the first year of study for Geography single-honours degree programmes are
Human Geography and Physical Geography. Each course is worth 20 credits. The remaining 80 credits of
your first year can include almost any course delivered throughout the University, however, students may
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wish to study options courses from elsewhere in The School of GeoSciences. Students of the BSc (Hons)
Geography degree must have studied 50% of credits from the College of Science and Engineering, by the
end of Year 2.
In year 2 of the BSc and MA Geography degrees, students must study 20 credits of compulsory courses,
supplemented by at least 40 credits of optional Geography courses and 60 credits of optional courses
from across the University. The compulsory course, Fundamental Methods in Geography, provides an
introduction to fundamental methods of geographical research and to qualitative methodologies in
Geography, statistical techniques and the purpose and scope of both qualitative and quantitative
methods within geographical research. Students must select at least 40 credits from 4 optional courses
delivered by the Institute of Geography. These courses are Economic and Political Geography,
Environmental Sensitivity and Change, Geomorphology, and Social and Cultural Geography. These courses
provide a broad knowledge of human and physical geography which builds on the skills you attained in
the first year of your study.
Students of Geography joint honours degrees will also study the compulsory courses delivered by the
Institute of Geography; Human Geography and Physical Geography in the first year and Fundamental
Methods in Geography in the second year. Joint honours students are also required to study compulsory
courses from the School where the joint degree is housed. For example Geography and Archaeology
students will study Archaeology 1A and Archaeology 1B in the first year, students of Geography and Social
Policy will take courses such as Politics of the Welfare State, and students of Geography and Economics
will study Economics 1 and Economics 2. Details of the courses can be found later in this handbook under
the Degree Programme Tables (DPTs). Joint honours students will also supplement the compulsory
courses by selecting a number of optional courses from across the University, including courses from the
School of GeoSciences.

Course summary
The table below contains brief details of each Geography course in the BSc and MA Geography Single
Honours Years 1 and 2 degree programme tables. Further details of each course are found later in this
guide.
BSc/ MA Geography Compulsory courses
Course
Code
GEGR08007
GEGR08010
GEGR08009
GEGR08001
GEGR08003
GEGR08004
GEGR08002

Course Title

Course Organiser

Course Secretary

Sem

Year

Credits

Human Geography
Physical Geography
Fundamental Methods in Geography
Environmental Sensitivity and Change
Economic and Political Geography
Social and Cultural Geography
Geomorphology

Dr Julie Cupples
Dr Nick Hulton
Prof Andy Dugmore
Dr Caroline Lehmann
Dr Jan Penrose
Dr Nina Morris
Dr Anthony Newton

Kirsty Allan
Kirsty Allan
Kirsty Allan
Kirsty Allan
Kirsty Allan
Kirsty Allan
Kirsty Allan

1
2
1
1
1
2
2

1
1
2
2
2
2
2

20
20
20
20
20
20
20

For details of compulsory courses on MA Geography joint-honours degrees please visit the relevant
Degree Regulations & Programmes of Study (DRPS) by using the links in the Degree Programme Tables
(DPTs) section found later in this handbook.
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Contact details for Course Organisers and Course Secretaries are included in the detailed descriptions of
each course, found later in this guide.

Key Dates
The table below details key University and School dates throughout the 2017/18 academic year. These
dates are correct at the time of publishing and may be subject to change.
2017
11-15th September
12th September
18th September
11th October
6-8th October
13-15th October
20th October
23rd October
26th October
8th November
1st December
4-7th December
8th December
21st December
22nd December
2018
10-14th January
15th January
7th February
16th February
26th February
5th March
6th April
9th April
22nd April
23-27th April
30th April
25th May
28th May
June/July

Welcome Week
Welcome talk (10.00-11.00)
Start of Teaching Block 1(Semester 1)
Student Staff Liaison Committee meeting (time tbc)
2nd Year Fundamental Methods in Geography – trip to Kindrogan (group 1)
2nd Year Fundamental Methods in Geography – trip to Kindrogan (group 2)
End of Teaching Block 1
Start of Teaching Block 2
Winter Exam diet timetable due to be published
Student Staff Liaison Committee meeting (time tbc)
End of Teaching Block 2
Revision
Examinations start
End of Semester 1 / End of Examinations
Winter Teaching Vacation starts

January Welcome
Start of Teaching Block 3(Semester 2)
Student Staff Liaison Committee meeting (time tbc)
End of Teaching Block 3
Start of Teaching Block 4
Spring Exam diet timetable due to be published
End of Teaching Block 4
Spring Teaching Vacation starts
Spring Teaching Vacation ends
Revision
Examinations start
End of Semester 2 / End of Examinations
Summer Teaching Vacation starts
GeoSciences graduation ceremony (date tbc)
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Compulsory Course Information
GEGR08007

Human Geography

Course
Organiser:

Rachel Hunt

Other Key Staff:

Course
Secretary:
Credits
available:

Kirsty Allan

Course location:

Fraser MacDonald
Krithika Srinivasan
Dan Swanton
Central

20

SCQF Level:

08

Course description
Human Geography is designed to introduce students to key geographical theories, concepts and debates.
The course provides a foundation to future studies in geography. Students will gain a broad understanding
of the interaction of human societies with the biophysical environment and a range of economic, cultural,
social, and political processes at a variety of scales. The course will explore six key themes: making the
modern world; geographies of development; society, environment and nature; political and economic
geographies; urban worlds; and cultural geographies. Through these themes we will examine why
geography matters to a series of contemporary debates and concerns, including globalization,
sustainability, social inequality, nationalism, and war. A variety of local, national and international case
studies will be used to examine these substantive issues and to consider issues of social justice, values and
ethics. During the course students will learn how to tackle geographical issues and will be given the scope
to pursue their curiosity about the world around them and some of the most pressing, contemporary
social, economic, political and cultural issues. This course is open to all university students: priority for
places is given to students on the Geography degree programmes and Sustainable Development.
Further Course Information
https://path.is.ed.ac.uk/courses/GEGR08007_SV1_SEM1

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/17-18/dpt/cxgegr08007.htm
Learning Outcomes
 Demonstrate a range of writing skills (essay, report and peer review) and analytical skills.
 Critically assess a range of theoretical and conceptual issues in human geography.
 Demonstrate skills in constructive criticism and analysis.
 Read widely using bibliographic databases and other library resources.
Opportunities for feedback
Written feedback will be given on all submitted work, including the class essay, degree project and take
home exam. Verbal feedback will be provided in tutorials.
Examples of feedback can be found here: http://www.ed.ac.uk/schoolsdepartments/geosciences/teaching-organisation/staff/feedback-and-marking
Assessment details
Take Home Exam: 60%, Course Work: 40 %, Practical Exam: 0%.
Class Assessment: Essay marked by tutor (1,000 words), attendance at all tutorials, and submission of
class essay.
Degree Assessment: 40% Project (2,000 words), 60% take home exam (two essay answers of 1,000 words
each). The 40/60 assessment reflects the relative teaching contact and independent study time which
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students are expected to spend in preparing for each part of the degree assessment. At least 40% must be
achieved in each component (and overall) to pass the course.
http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/exams/regulations/common-marking-scheme
Assessment deadlines
Class Essay due 12 noon, Thursday of week 5.
Degree Project due 12 noon, Thursday of week 9.
Take home exam released at 12 noon, Tuesday 5th December 2017 to be submitted by 12 noon,
Wednesday 6th December 2017.
Assessment and Feedback information
http://www.ed.ac.uk/files/atoms/files/taughtassessmentregulations.pdf
All details related to extensions procedures and late penalties can be found in the School of GeoSciences
General Information Handbook 2017-18.
Timetable
https://browser.ted.is.ed.ac.uk/generate?courses[]=GEGR08007_SV1_SEM1&period=YR
Syllabus
Making the modern world
Geographies of development
Society, environment and nature
Political and economic geographies
Urban worlds
Cultural geographies
Recommended reading
Cloke, P., Crang, P. and Goodwin, M. (2013) Introducing Human Geographies (Third edition). London:
Routledge
Detailed reading list is provided in the course handbook
http://www.ed.ac.uk/files/atoms/files/accessible_and_inclusive_learning_policy.pdf
Contacts
Course Organiser
Rachel Hunt
Email: rachel.hunt@ed.ac.uk
Tel: 0131 650 2548

Course Secretary
Kirsty Allan
Email: Kirsty.Allan@ed.ac.uk
Tel: 0131 650 9847
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GEGR08010
Course
Organiser:
Course
Secretary:
Credits
available:

Physical Geography
Anthony Newton

Other Key Staff:

Simon Tett

Kirsty Allan

Course location:

Central Area

20

SCQF Level:

08

Course description
The course provides a foundation for the understanding of fundamental concepts and current ideas in
physical geography. The course begins by considering in broad terms the development of physical
geography and the key concepts and phenomena of change and evolution, cycles, fluxes and events, the
environment as resource and hazard, and the human impact on the environment. The remainder of the
course explores these themes in more detail in the context of the atmosphere, the hydrosphere and
pedosphere, and the biosphere. The course emphasizes the importance of spatial variation, and temporal
and spatial scale, and interactions between human society and the biophysical environment.
Further Course Information
https://path.is.ed.ac.uk/courses/GEGR08010_SV1_SEM2

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/17-18/dpt/cxgegr08010.htm
Learning Outcomes
an understanding of the nature and development of physical geography
an appreciation of the concepts and phenomena of change, evolution, cycles, fluxes and individual events
as the context for understanding of the physical geography of the present world
an appreciation of the way the biophysical environment interacts with human societies
an understanding of the major processes involved in the atmosphere, the hydrosphere, the pedosphere
and the biosphere
an appreciation of importance of spatial variation and scale in physical geography
Opportunities for feedback
On this course formative feedback will be provided in various ways, including oral and/or written
comments you receive on your tutorial or practical assignments and feedback on responses to questions
in lectures. Such formative feedback is very important as it helps you to improve your understanding of
the course content and to refine your skills in writing clearly and concisely. Written feedback is provided
on the degree essay and there is an opportunity to discuss this in the following Semester.
Assessment details
Multiple Choice Exam: 60%, Course Work: 40 %,
The assessment is in two parts: a 2000 word (max) degree essay and a multiple choice exam. The degree
essay has a choice of titles, and details on the preparation and submission of the course essay are given
at the start of the course. The course exam consists entirely of multiple choice questions that will assess
your understanding of the material across the whole course content – this includes material covered in
the tutorials and practicals, as well as in lectures and in their associated reading. There will be 50
questions in the exam with a choice from five options for each question. Each correct answer will gain
two marks; there will be no marks deducted for incorrect answers.
http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/exams/regulations/common-marking-scheme
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Assessment deadlines
Degree Essay Submission: 12.00 noon Thursday of Week 9
Submission is online only. This is done via the Degree Assessment Folder on the Physical Geography page
of Learn by the deadline.
Assessment and Feedback information
http://www.ed.ac.uk/files/atoms/files/tar17-18.pdf
All details related to extensions procedures and late penalties can be found in the School of GeoSciences
General Information Handbook 2017-18.
Timetable

https://browser.ted.is.ed.ac.uk/generate?courses%5B%5D=GEGR08010_SV1_SEM2&period=YR
Recommended reading
1. Cox, C.B. and Moore, P.D. 2010 Biogeography: An Ecological and Evolutionary Approach (8th edn)
(Wiley).
2. Holden, J. 2012 An Introduction to Physical Geography and the Environment (3rd edn) (Pearson).
3. Goudie, A.S. 2013 The Human Impact on the Natural Environment (7th edn) (Wiley).
4. Lomolino, M.V., Riddle, B.R., Whittaker, R.J. and Brown, J.H. 2010 Biogeography 4th edn (Sinauer
Associates Inc.).
5. Shonk, J. 2013 Introducing Meteorology (Dunedin Academic Press).
http://www.ed.ac.uk/institute-academic-development/learning-teaching
Contacts
Course Organiser
Anthony Newton
Email: Anthony.Newton@ed.ac.uk
Tel: 0131 650 2546

Course Secretary
Kirsty Allan
Email: Kirsty.Allan@ed.ac.uk
Tel: 0131 650 9847
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GEGR08009

Fundamental Methods in Geography

Course
Organiser:

ANDREW DUGMORE

Other Key Staff:

Course
Secretary:
Credits
available:

Kirsty Allan

Course location:

Dr Anthony Newton
Dr Niamh Shortt
Dr Marisa Wilson
Dr Tom Clemens
Central Area

20

SCQF Level:

08

Course description
****PLEASE NOTE THIS COURSE IS DESIGNED FOR STUDENTS ON THE GEOGRAPHY DEGREE PROGRAMMES
ONLY - NOT APPLICABLE TO OUTSIDE DEGREE STREAMS (NON-GEOGRAPHY DEGREES)****
The overall aim of the course is to provide an introduction to fundamental methods of geographical
research. The course will provide an introduction to qualitative methodologies in Geography, statistical
techniques and the purpose and scope of both qualitative and quantitative methods within geographical
research. We will consider relevant examples from across the full range of the discipline. We will examine
methods for data collection, data description, analysis and tests of association and difference. Fieldwork is
included to give students experience in undertaking geographical research to evaluate real world
information. This will provide insights into the characteristics of the techniques and their overall value and
utility within research.
The goal to enhance the student learning experience within the Geography programme by developing
underpinning methodological training at an early stage of the curriculum. Additionally it will assist in
developing a strong group identity and better sense of belonging to the degree programme, particularly
through the inclusion of the residential field experience. Student are expected to undertake ONE ONLY of
the following dates: Friday 4pm to Sunday 5pm on 6-8th October OR 13-15th October.
Further Course Information
https://path.is.ed.ac.uk/courses/GEGR08009_SV1_SEM1

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/17-18/dpt/cxgegr08009.htm
Learning Outcomes
To develop a broad and integrated understanding of geographical methods, their principles and
appropriate application
To have a critical awareness of the values, limitations and interpretation of qualitative and statistical
techniques for both descriptive and inferential purposes.
To gain practical experience and awareness of some principal methods and specialised techniques of data
collection and analysis used in Geography and to successfully gather field notes on practical work.
To provide a basic knowledge of the skills needed to carry out analysis using Geographical Information
Systems (GIS) and basic computer-based statistical analysis, and to understand issues associated with the
analysis of qualitative data.
To synthesize and critically evaluate the ideas and issues identified during the lectures and fieldwork
through project work.
Opportunities for feedback
Verbal feedback will be given by demonstrators in the practical classes (use of excel, GIS and quantitative
data analysis). Verbal feedback will also be given by fieldwork leaders and peers on an interview exercise,
geomorphological mapping, measuring trees and visual methods.

12

Peer, written and verbal feedback will also be given on individual field notebooks, which will record
activities relevant to the research report.
Assessment details
Multiple Choice Exam: 50%, Course Work: 50 %,
BOTH part MUST be passed to pass the course as a whole.
50% of the degree assessment is on a research project of 1,500 words presented at the end of the
teaching period (Thursday, week 11). You have to identify one research question of your own
choice developed from a list of topics provided. You must:
1. Clearly state the research question (one that must be able to be tackled using at least one
of the methods considered in the course).
2. Explain why the research question is important.
3. Present an apt methodology: Explain what methods from the course you will use and why.
4. Gather data from secondary or primary sources
5. Apply your chosen methods to that data
6. Conduct an original analyse the data (don’t simply comment on other people’s analysis)
7. Discuss the findings with reference to the wider academic literature
8. Present considered conclusions
http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/exams/regulations/common-marking-scheme
Assessment deadlines
Field notebooks to be submitted at the end of your fieldtrip for formative feedback.
Research report to be submitted before 12:00 noon Thursday, Wk 11, (30th November)
Assessment and Feedback information
Feedback on field note books will be returned in the related tutorial following your fieldtrip
http://www.ed.ac.uk/files/atoms/files/tar17-18.pdf
Feedback on the research report will be delivered three weeks after the submission date; please note that
the research report exercise is very different to the multiple choice exam and so summative feedback on
the project will not necessarily be available before you sit the exam. Both components have to be passed
to pass the course. If your research report fails to reach an appropriate standard then a revised
submission must be made; if the exam is failed then there will be a similar exam resit.
All details related to extensions procedures and late penalties can be found in the School of GeoSciences
General Information Handbook 2017-18
Pre-requisite courses
Timetable

https://browser.ted.is.ed.ac.uk/generate?courses%5B%5D=GEGR08009_SV1_SEM1&periodR
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Recommended reading
Clifford, N. and Valentine, G. (2010), Key Methods in Geography, London: Sage.
Madsen, B. (2011) Statistics for non-statisticians. Springer.
DeLyser, D., Herbert, S., Aitken, S. C., Crang, M., & McDowell, L. (2010). The Sage Handbook of Qualitative
Geography. Sage Publications Limited.
Ebdon D (1985) Statistics in Geography, (2nd edn). Oxford: Basil Blackwell.
Robinson G M (1998) Methods & Techniques in Human Geography. Chichester: John Wiley.
Rogerson P (2001) Statistical Methods for Geographers. London: Sage
Shaw G and Wheeler D (1985, 1994, 2005) Statistical techniques in geographical analysis. Chichester: John
Wiley.
Wheelan, C.(2014) Naked Statistics. W. W. Norton & Company.
Wheater C P and Cook P A (2000) Using statistics to understand the environment. Oxford: Routledge.
http://www.ed.ac.uk/institute-academic-development/learning-teaching/staff/inclusive/accessibility
Contacts
Course Organiser
ANDREW DUGMORE
Email: Andrew.Dugmore@ed.ac.uk
Tel: 0131 650 8156

Course Secretary
Kirsty Allan
Email: Kirsty.Allan@ed.ac.uk
Tel: 0 131 650 9847
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GEGR08001
Course
Organiser:
Course
Secretary:
Credits
available:

Environmental Sensitivity and Change
Caroline Lehmann

Other Key Staff:

Kirsty Allan

Course location:

Raja Ganeshram
Eva Panagiotakopulu
Central Area

20

SCQF Level:

08

Course description
This course examines the dynamics of ecosystems and the environment from local to global scales, and
from decades to millenia. In the course we focus on 1) understanding the drivers of environmental

change from decades to millennia; 2) the responses of Polar, Temperate and Tropical regions to
environmental change and their roles in further reinforcing change to both climate and
ecosystems; 3) human-environment interactions and 4) methods & concepts that enable you to
interpret environmental change. We examine the concepts of systems, thresholds, feedbacks, sensitivity
and fragility, and how this relates and aids our understanding of environmental change. We explore the
importance of past events in understanding the present and future.
This course is open to all university students: priority for places is given to students on the Geography
degree programmes, other Geoscience degrees and Sustainable Development.
Further Course Information
https://path.is.ed.ac.uk/courses/GEGR08001_SV1_SEM1

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/17-18/dpt/cxgegr08001.htm
Learning Outcomes
 Be able to understand the scope and drivers of global environmental change from decades to
millenia
 Understand the diversity of scientific approaches to examining past, present and future
environmental change
 An ability to discuss the merits and shortcomings of major concepts and the evidence presented
in support of environmental change over different timescales
 Develop reasoned arguments incorporating literature from an interdisciplinary research field
 Take responsibility for your learning via assigned reading, literature research and the preparation
of class work and the degree essay
Opportunities for feedback
Feedback is provided at multiple stages. Students submit tutorial assignments, and receive feedback on
each piece of work they submit. Tutorial assignments cover written work, oral presentations and group
work. There is a tutorial specifically on exam revision to familiarise students with the structure and style of
the exam. Students receive detailed feedback on the degree essay submitted in week 8.
Assessment details
Written Exam: 50%, Course Work: 50 %, Practical Exam: 0%.
Degree Project (2000 words max) 40%
Degree Examination (2 hours - 20 multiple choice questions, 6 short answer questions and 2 long answer
questions) 50%
Class Mark 10% (based on tutorial assignments and attendance).
http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/exams/regulations/common-marking-scheme
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Assessment deadlines
Degree essay is due at Noon, Monday of Week 8.
Assessment and Feedback information
http://www.ed.ac.uk/files/atoms/files/tar17-18.pdf
All details related to extensions procedures and late penalties can be found in the School of GeoSciences
General Information Handbook 2017-18.
Pre-requisite courses
Students MUST have passed: Physical Geography (GEGR08010) OR Earth Dynamics (EASC08001)
Timetable
https://www.ted.is.ed.ac.uk/UOE1617_SWS/showtimetable.aspx
Syllabus
Wk 1: Course introduction and What is the Earth system?
Wk 2: Long-term climate change; Palaeoenvironment reconstruction
Wk 3: Quaternary environments and extinctions
Wk 4: The Carbon Cycle and feedbacks in ecosystems
Wk 5: Glacial systems and climate change
Wk 6: Permafrost dynamics and polar amplification of climate change
Wk 7: Temperate vegetation dynamics
Wk 8: Tropical vegetation dynamics, drought and fire
Wk 9: Human – environment interactions
Wk 10: The Anthropocene
Wk 11: Societal collapse with environmental change; exam revision
Recommended reading
There is no set text for this course - the content covered in the course is broad. The best, most
appropriate, up to date and relevant information is to be found in the form of scientific papers and book
chapters that will be provided throughout the course. Essential readings will be posted online the week
before each lecture they are associated with. A list of additional but not essential readings will also be
provided.
http://www.ed.ac.uk/institute-academic-development/learning-teaching/staff/inclusive/accessibility
Contacts
Course Organiser
Caroline Lehmann
Email: Caroline.Lehmann@ed.ac.uk
Tel: 0131 650 6025

Course Secretary
Kirsty Allan
Email: Kirsty.Allan@ed.ac.uk
Tel: 50 9847
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GEGR08003
Course
Organiser:
Course
Secretary:
Credits
available:

Economic and Political Geography
JAN PENROSE

Other Key Staff:

Hamish Kallin & Tom Slater

Kirsty Allan

Course location:

Central

20

SCQF Level:

08

Course description
This course is designed to provide a general introduction to the fields of economic and political geography
and to explore some of the important intersections between political and economic systems. The course
is divided into three main sections: (1) Economic and Political Systems of the Past; (2) Industrial Capitalism
and the Nation-State; and (3) Towards a Global Society?. The first section introduces key economic and
political factors and shows how they have worked and combined differently in various systems, such as
feudalism, colonialsm and mercantilism. As its title sugests, the second section of the course focuses on
capitalism and the nation-state and it explores the relationships between industrialisation, imperialism
and the emergence of a world economy, with a particulalr focus on changing geographies of labour. The
third section concentrates on recent economic and political systems such as nationalism and
neoliberalism as well as current issues including global consumption, waste, debt and crisis; slums; and
the ‘state of the future’.
Further Course Information
https://path.is.ed.ac.uk/courses/GEGR08003_SV1_SEM1

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/17-18/dpt/cxgegr08003.htm
Learning Outcomes
 Demonstrate a broad knowledge and understanding of the scope of Ecconomic and Political
Geography.
 Demonstrate a broad understanding of core concepts and currents debates in Economic and Political
Geography.
 Confidently develop independent opinions along with the capacity to differentiate between when
these are worth defending and when they might be better revised.
 Demonstrate improved skills in constructive criticism and analysis through oral and written
communication, including peer participation in tutorials.
Opportunities for feedback
Formal feedback is provided through detailed marginal annotations on both the degree essay and the
degree examination. A paragraph explaining the basis for the grade awarded and summarising strategies
for improvement is also provided. In addition, students are offered feedback on degree essay outlines.
Feedback on work which is not formally assessed includes written feedback on at least one tutorial reading
summary as well as verbal feedback in tutorials. Students also have the opportunity to submit an optional
class essay (on a different topic from the degree essay), which will be marked by their tutorial leader.
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Assessment details
One 1500 word degree essay = 35%, One two-hour degree examination (2 questions) = 65%. Students are
required to pass both the degree coursework and the exam in order to pass the course.
http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/exams/regulations/common-marking-scheme
Assessment deadlines
The Degree essay is due at noon on Thursday of week 7.
Assessment and Feedback information

http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/policies-regulations/regulations/assessment
All details related to extensions procedures and late penalties can be found in the School of GeoSciences
General Information Handbook: http://www.ed.ac.uk/geosciences/teaching-organisation/ugstudents/handbooks-timetables
Pre-requisite courses
Students MUST have passed: Human Geography (GEGR08007)
Timetable

https://browser.ted.is.ed.ac.uk/generate?courses%5B%5D=GEGR08003_SV1_SEM1&period=YR
ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY SCHEDULE: 2017-2018
Week

No.

DATE

L.

TOPIC

TUTORIAL

1
1

1
2

Mon 18.09
Thurs 21.09

JP
JP

Introduction
The Origins and Development of
Urbanisation

-

PART ONE: ECONOMIC/POLITICAL SYSTEMS OF THE PAST
2

3

Mon 25.09

JP

2
3

4
5

Thurs 28 09
Mon 02.10

JP
JP

Feudalism and the Rise of Merchant
Towns
Mercantilism and the Absolutist State
The Age of Discovery and Colonialism

3

6

Thurs 05.10

JP

The Rise of the Nation-State

1. Economic Systems
and Settlement
Patterns

PART TWO: INDUSTRIAL CAPITALISM AND THE NATION-STATE
4

7

Mon 9.10

TS

Capitalism and Industrialisation

4
5

8
9

Thurs 12.10
Mon 16.10

HK
HK

5
6

10
11

Thurs 19.10
Mon 23.10

TS
TS

Imperialism and World Economy
Economic Restructuring: Fordism and
Post-Fordism
Geographies of Labour I
Welfare to Work

6
7

12
13

Thurs 26.10
Mon 30.10

JP

No class (essay writing time)
Nationalism in a Globalising World

2. Voyages of
Discovery
3. Rise of Modern
States
4. Welfare Reform in
“Broken Britain”
5. Migration,
Citizenship and
Nation-Building
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PART THREE: TOWARDS A GLOBAL SOCIETY?
7

14

7

Thurs 02.11

HK

The Promise and Collapse of Soviet
Communism

DEGREE ESSAY DUE: THURSDAY 02 NOVEMBER @ 12.00

8

15

Mon 06.11

HK

Global Finance, Debt and Crisis

8

16

Thurs 9.11

HK

9

17

Mon 13.11

TS

Global Consumption and Economies
of Waste
Neoliberalism: Foundations

9

18

Thurs 16.11

TS

Neoliberalism on the Move

10
10

19
20

Mon 20.11
Thurs 23 .11

TS
HK

Planet of Slums
Anti-Capitalist Movements

6. Global Finance, Debt
and Crisis

7. Global Consumption
and Waste.

8. Planet of Slums

ESSAY MARKING & MODERATION COMPLETED BY WED. 22 NOVEMBER @ 16.00
11
11
12 / 13
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Mon 27.11
Thurs 30.11
EXAMS

HK
JP

The State of the Future
Revision Session
NO TEACHING THIS WEEK

Recommended reading
There is no core text for this course. Weekly readings for the course are posted on LEARN and detailed
reading lists are provided for each week of class/topic in the course handbook (which will also be available
on LEARN).

http://www.ed.ac.uk/files/atoms/files/accessible_and_inclusive_learning_policy.pdf
Contacts
Course Organiser
JAN PENROSE
Email: dr.j.penrose@ed.ac.uk
Tel: 0131 650 8161

Course Secretary
Kirsty Allan
Email: Kirsty.Alla@ed.ac.uk
Tel: 0131 650 9847
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GEGR08002

Geomorphology

Course Organiser:
Course Secretary:
Credits available:

ANTHONY NEWTON
Kirsty Allan
20

Other Key Staff:
Course location:
SCQF Level:

N/A
Central
08

Course description
This course on the principles of geomorphology looks at the relationship between processes and landforms at a
variety of scales in space and time. It examines endogenic processes originating within the earth, exogenic
processes occurring at the earth atmosphere ocean interface and the way they interact to create landforms. The
course covers geomorphological theories, weathering, slope processes, soil erosion, fluvial and glacial processes
and landforms, applied geomorphology, mountain building, rates of landscape change, supercontinent breakup,
volcanic geomorphology and megafloods. Martian geomorphology will also be discussed in the final lecture. The
course is delivered through 22 one hour lectures, six tutorials and 4 practical classes.
Further Course Information
https://path.is.ed.ac.uk/courses/GEGR08002_SV1_SEM2

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/17-18/dpt/cxgegr08002.htm
Learning Outcomes
 demonstrate a broad knowledge of the scope and main areas of Geomorphology
 understand, classify and describe landforms in a variety of environmental settings
 demonstrate a knowledge of systems theory as applied to geomorphology, specifically with regards to the
concepts of feedback, thresholds, and equilibrium
 demonstrate a broad understanding of the theories of Uniformitarianism and Catastrophism, the history
of geomorphological research and relevance to modern research
 acquire the ability to quantitatively use and evaluate geomorphological data with numerical, statistical
and cartographical methods
Opportunities for feedback
Students will be given feedback throughout the course. Each piece of work handed into tutorials will be marked
and handed back to students with written formative feedback. Tutors will also provide verbal and more generic
formative feedback in the tutorials. Formative feedback will be available from demonstrators and staff throughout
the practical sessions and written feedback will be provided on marked Practical work. All staff will be happy to
provide formative feedback to any student during or after lectures. Feedback will be given on the summative
course essay, which students can collect once it has been marked. All exam essays will also include summative
feedback, which students are encouraged to read at the feedback sessions organised in September.
Assessment details
Written Exam: 50%, Course Work: 50 %
Class assessment: 2 tutorial assignments of 600 words each, 2 group tutorial presentations and 4 practical
assignments.
Degree assessment: 2000 word essay = 50%, One two-hour exam (Multiple choice + problems and essay) 50%.
Resubmitted essay or resit examination where necessary.
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http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/exams/regulations/common-marking-scheme
Assessment deadlines
Course Essay Deadline: Noon, Wednesday of Week 8
Assessment and Feedback information
http://www.ed.ac.uk/files/atoms/files/taughtassessmentregulations.pdf
All details related to extensions procedures and late penalties can be found in the School of GeoSciences General
Information Handbook 2017-18.
Pre-requisite courses
Students MUST have passed: Physical Geography (GEGR08010) OR Earth Dynamics (EASC08001)
Timetable
https://browser.ted.is.ed.ac.uk/generate?courses[]=GEGR08002_SV1_SEM2&show-close=1&no-timeframechange=1&period=SEM2
Syllabus
Weeks 1 – 2:
Weeks 2 – 3:
Weeks 4 – 6:
Weeks 6 – 7:
Weeks 8 – 9:
Weeks 10 – 11:

Introduction and developments of theories of Geomorphology
Weathering and mass wasting
Soil erosion and fluvial systems
Glacial processes and geomorphology
Continental scale geomorphology, mountain building and rates of landscape change
Volcanic geomorphology, megafloods and Martian geomorphology.

Recommended reading
A variety of reading is recommended throughout the course including textbooks and academic papers. The
following two textbooks are suggested as a starting point:
Anderson, R.S. and Anderson, S.P. (2010) Geomorphology – The Mechanics and Chemistry of Landscapes.
Cambridge, Cambridge University Press.
Bierman, P.R and Montgomery, D.R. (2014) Key Concepts in Geomorphology. New York, W.H. Freeman and
Company

http://www.ed.ac.uk/institute-academic-development/learning-teaching
Contacts
Course Organiser
ANTHONY NEWTON
Email: Anthony.Newton@ed.ac.uk
Tel: 0131 650 2546

Course Secretary
Kirsty Allan
Email: Kirsty.Allan@ed.ac.uk
Tel: 0131 650 9847
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GEGR08004

Social and Cultural Geography

Course Organiser:

Marisa Wilson

Other Key Staff:

Course Secretary:
Credits available:

Kirsty Allan
20

Course location:
SCQF Level:

Nina Morris
Hamish Kallin
Central
08

Niamh Shortt

Course description
Social and Cultural Geography considers why geography matters to the analysis and understanding of social
relations as well as cultural identities and values. The course will explore a number of key themes which are central
to the practice of contemporary social and cultural geography, including inequality and difference, society, nature,
and landscape, space and consumption, and mobility. A variety of local, national and international case studies will
be used to illustrate how social inequalities are made, and how identities are negotiated, through categories such
as class, gender, sexuality, health, disability, and 'race'. The overriding concern of the course is to show how, and
consider why, social structures, cultural meaning, and material circumstance are linked. In particular, we will
explore the way social inequalities are not only made (through the unequal distribution of incomes and wealth)
but also legitimised and contested as individuals and groups struggle over meanings and representations.
The course will be taught using a mixture of lectures and tutorials supported by a range of on-line material. The
lectures will alert you to the main themes and ideas associated with the study of social and cultural geographies.
The tutorials will enable you to explore these themes in a group setting in which you will be asked to draw upon
your own observations, experiences and readings. You will also be guided through a programme of directed
reading which is designed to feed into tutorials, essays, and the degree examination.
This course is open to all university students: priority for places is given to students on the Geography degree
programmes and Sustainable Development.
Further Course Information
https://path.is.ed.ac.uk/courses/GEGR08004_SV1_SEM2

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/17-18/dpt/cxgegr08004.htm
Learning Outcomes
 The course will:encourage you to develop your oral and written communication skills, including discussion
in tutorial groups and the development of essay writing skills,
 provide you with a broad understanding of core concepts and current debates in social and cultural
geography, which will provide a foundation for more specialised Year 3 and 4 courses,
 encourage effective group working and individual study,
 develop your skills of constructive criticism and analysis,
 encourage the formation of independent opinions and develop the your ability to know when these
opinions are worth defending and when they might better be revised,
 encourage you to read widely using bibliographic databases and other library resources.
Opportunities for feedback
Feedback will be provided throughout the course through informal interactions with members of the teaching
team, the Course Assistant and the tutors, in the lectures and tutorials, via the weekly tutorial summaries, and
class and degree assessments. A post-course feedback session in Semester 1 the following academic year will
enable students to obtain feedback on their degree essay and exam scripts. Those who need to re-sit either Parts
One or Two of the Degree Assessment are encouraged to speak with a member of the teaching team before the
relevant re-sit date/deadline
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Students can expect to receive weekly feedback on their tutorial participation. Students can expect to receive
written feedback on their class assessment one week after submission.
Students are welcome to approach their tutor, the Course Assistant and/or members of the teaching team for
personalised feedback or to discuss any issue relating to the course at any point during the semester. For issues
arising after the course has finished students should speak with a member of the lecturing staff.
Students are expected to use the feedback provided to enhance their learning and to improve their written
submissions and participation in tutorial discussions.
Assessment details
Written Exam: 60%, Course Work: 40 %, Practical Exam: 0%.
One 2000 word Critical Analysis = 30%, One two-hour examination (2 questions) = 60%, Tutorial Participation =
10%
http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/exams/regulations/common-marking-scheme
Assessment deadlines
The deadline for the Degree Assessment Critical Analysis is: Noon, Thursday, Week 8 of Semester 2.
NB: Students are offered the opportunity to submit a ‘practice’ critical analysis plan in Week 6 This exercise
provides a valuable opportunity for students to hone their critical analysis writing skills and gain formative
feedback prior to completing their Degree Assessment Critical Analysis.
There are two elements to the tutorial participation: (1) students are expected to submit a piece of written work
(details in Course Handbook) prior to the start of each tutorial (except Tutorials 1 and 5); and, (2) students are
expected to attend and participate in all tutorials (marks will not be awarded in Tutorials 1 and 5).
Assessment and Feedback information
http://www.ed.ac.uk/files/atoms/files/tar17-18.pdf
All details related to extensions procedures and late penalties can be found in the School of GeoSciences General
Information Handbook 2017-18.
Pre-requisite courses
Students MUST have passed: Human Geography (GEGR08007)
Recommended reading
A variety of reading is recommended throughout the course including textbooks and academic papers.
http://www.ed.ac.uk/institute-academic-development/learning-teaching/staff/inclusive/accessibility
Contacts
Course Organiser
Marisa Wilson
Email: Marisa.Wilson@ed.ac.uk
Tel: 0131 651 4634

Course Secretary
Kirsty Allan
Email: Kirsty.Allan@ed.ac.uk
Tel: 0131 650 9847
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Non-Geoscience Compulsory Course Information (Joint Honours Degrees)
Students of joint honours degrees are required to take some compulsory courses outside the School of
GeoSciences. The courses required and links to the course descriptions on the Degree Regulations & Programmes
of Study (DRPS) are detailed under each Degree Programme heading below.

Geography and Archaeology (MA Hons)
Course Code
ARCA08004

Course Title
Archaeology 1A

Period
Sem 1

Year
1

Credits
20

ARCA08005

Archaeology 1B

Sem 2

1

20

ARCA08013

Archaeology 2A: Scotland
before History
Archaeology 2B:
Archaeology in Action
Archaeological Fieldwork:
3 week field project

Sem 1

2

20

Sem 2

2

20

Full
year

2

0

ARCA08012
ARCA08015

Link to course details
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxarca08004.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxarca08005.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxarca08013.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxarca08012.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxarca08015.htm

Geography and Economic and Social History (MA Hons)
Course Code
ECSH08029
ECSH08036

ECSH08031
ECSH08040
ECSH09039
ECSH08041

HIST08028

Course Title
British Society, 1650 c.1880 (Social History 1.1)
British Economic and
Environmental History
since 1900
British Society, the 20th
Century (Social History 1.2)
Economic History 2.1: The
Global Economy Part 1
Economic History 2.2: The
Global Economy Part 2
Social History 2.2: The
Making of the Modern
Body
Asia and Africa 2a:
Societies, Cultures, and
Empires, c. 1600-1880

Period
Sem 1

Year
1

Credits
20

Link to course details
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxecsh08029.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxecsh08036.htm

Sem 2

1

20

Sem 2

1

20

Sem 1

2

20

Sem 2

2

20

Sem 2

2

20

Sem 1

2

20

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxhist08028.htm

Period
Full
Year
Full
Year
Sem 1

Year
1

Credits
40

2

40

2

20

Link to course details
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxecnm08013.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxecnm08006.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxecnm08016.htm

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxecsh08031.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxecsh08040.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxecsh08039.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxecsh08041.htm

Geography and Economics (MA Hons)
Course Code
ECNM08013

Course Title
Economics 1

ECNM08006

Economics 2

ECNM08016

Statistical Methods for
Economics
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Geography and Politics (MA Hons)
Course Code
PLIT08004
PLIT08011
PLIT08006
PLIT08008

Course Title
Introduction to Politics and
International Relations
Political Thinkers

Period
Sem 1

Year
1

Credits
20

Sem 2

1

20

International Cooperation
in Europe and Beyond
Comparative Politics in a
Globalized World

Sem 1

2

20

Sem 2

2

20

Period
Sem 1

Year
1

Credits
20

Sem 2

1

20

As
available
Sem 2

2

20

2

20

Link to course details
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxplit08004.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxplit08011.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxplit08006.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxplit08008.htm

Geography and Social Anthropology (MA Hons)
Course Code
SCAN08013
SCAN08012
SCAN08011
SCAN08005

Course Title
Social Anthropology 1A:
The Life Course
Social Anthropology 1B:
Anthropology Matters
Social Anthropology 2: Key
Concepts
Ethnography: Theory and
Practice

Link to course details
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxscan08013.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxscan08012.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxscan08011.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxscan08005.htm

Geography and Social Policy (MA Hons)
Course Code
SCPL08004

Course Title
Social Policy and Society

Period
Sem 1

Year
1

Credits
20

SCPL08005

Politics of the Welfare
State
European Social Policy

Sem 2

1

20

Sem 1

2

20

Evidence, Politics and
Policy

Sem 2

2

20

Period
Sem 1

Year
1

Credits
20

Link to course details
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxscil08004.htm

Sem 2

1

20

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxscil08005.htm

Sem 1

2

20

Sem 2

2

20

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxscil08012.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxscil08013.htm

SCPL08006
SCPL08010

Link to course details
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxscpl08004.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxscpl08005.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxscpl08006.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/cxscpl08010.htm

Geography and Sociology (MA Hons)
Course Code
SCIL08004

SCIL08005

SCIL08012
SCIL08013

Course Title
Sociology 1A: The
Sociological Imagination:
Individuals and Society
Sociology 1B: The
Sociological Imagination:
Private Troubles, Public
Problems
Sociology 2a: Thinking
Sociologically
Sociology 2b: Researching
Social Life
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Geography with Environmental Studies (MA Hons)
Please note that the compulsory courses taken on this degree are the same as the Geography (BSc hons) and
Geography (MA hons) degree programmes.

Optional Courses
Students of Geography degrees supplement their compulsory courses with a number of optional courses.
Students can choose to study almost any course delivered by the University of Edinburgh, including SCQF Level 7
languages courses (although Geography students should only take 40 credits worth of these over the first two
years of study).
Students in the first two years of study in Geography, depending on the degree they are studying towards, can
take up to 100 credits of optional courses from any School in the College of Humanities and the College of Science
and Engineering.
For information on the courses available, students should check, in the first instance, the list of courses available in
each School on the Degree Regulations and Programme Schedules (DRPS) page: http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/1718/dpt/drpsindex.htm . Students may also find the University PATH software helpful when selecting which
optional courses to take. This software can be launched through your MyEd page https://www.myed.ed.ac.uk and
will assist you in finding out which courses fit in your timetable and require prerequisite study. Your Personal Tutor
should register you on any optional courses and can give you advice on which courses would be best-suited to your
study plan.

Degree Programme Tables
Students can view the relevant Degree Programme Table (DPT) for their degree online, on the University Degree
Regulations & Programmes Schedules (DRPS) page. Links to each Geography-related DPT are below:

Geography (BSc Hons)
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/17-18/dpt/utggphy.htm
Geography (MA Hons)
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/17-18/dpt/utggphymah.htm
Geography and Archaeology (MA Hons)
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/17-18/dpt/utggpar.htm
Geography and Economics (MA Hons)
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/17-18/dpt/utggpec.htm
Geography and Politics (MA Hons)
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/17-18/dpt/utggppo.htm
Geography and Social Anthropology (MA Hons)
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/17-18/dpt/utggpsa.htm
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Geography and Social Policy (MA Hons)
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/17-18/dpt/utggpsp.htm
Geography and Sociology (MA Hons)
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/17-18/dpt/utggpso.htm
Geography with Environmental Studies (MA Hons)
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/17-18/dpt/utggpev.htm

Additional Information
Grade-Related Marking Criteria
The following criteria have been adopted by the Institute of Geography to guide the award of marks for assessed
work (www.geos.ed.ac.uk/geography/local/). The criteria are specified under two headings: GRC for exam answers
and GRC for coursework, and dissertations. Grade-related marking criteria are guidelines, not prescriptions. The
final decision rests with the Board of Examiners. It is very important that you utilise the full range of marks. In
particular it is recommended that greater consideration should be given to high marks (over 70%) and to low
marks (below 25%). Staff are encouraged to write on scripts to indicate specific strengths and weaknesses – all
comments provide invaluable input to moderation, and are critical to the decision making of the externals.

Grade-related marking criteria for coursework essays
Fail
Essays in this class may demonstrate some combination of being completely irrelevant to the question asked or
include too little knowledge of relevant material. They may also be too short, poorly written, factually inaccurate
or demonstrate a lack of engagement with the academic literature and concepts.
Bad Fail (0-9)
An answer lacking in academic merit, demonstrating no knowledge of the subject area or essay writing skills.
Bad Fail (10-19)
There is little basic awareness of and the subject, virtually no evidence that the literature has been consulted or
properly understood and relevant details are lacking. There is no recognition of the demands of the task.
Clear Fail (20-29)
An essay which shows inadequate awareness of the subject and fails to identify relevant issues in the literature
and contains major omissions and/or inaccuracies, along with poor use of inadequate sources.
Marginal Fail (30-39)
There is some coherence and structure, but the treatment of the topic is too superficial.
An essay that demonstrates a partial understanding of main issues posed by the question, but weaknesses of
discussion and argument (e.g. confused or contradictory arguments) mean that it does not merit a pass. Largely
relevant and coherent essays which are either too short, poorly written or which contain serious gaps in
knowledge, misunderstandings or inaccuracies may also fail to merit a pass.
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Third (40-49)
Essays at this level show an understanding of the question and demonstrate some knowledge of relevant key
literature. However, whilst largely factually accurate, relevant sources may well be limited and the essay could
include irrelevancies and weak arguments. Poorly developed writing skills, inadequate referencing and poor
presentation may contribute to a third class mark. Answers containing elements of a Second class standard, but
which are either too short, poorly expressed or structured.
A clear third (40-44)
Some relevant material is presented, but in a manner that lacks coherence in structure/organisation/argument.
The essay displays some knowledge about the subject, but it fails to elaborate on key themes sufficiently. It, may
stray from the point or fail to explain material in a suitable academic manner, make unsubstantiated or overgeneralised assertions and/or contain too many inaccuracies.
There is an attempt at synthesising the relevant literature, but sources are limited and the argument/explanation
may be confused or contain too many omissions or inaccuracies.
A strong third (45-49)
Failings do not merit a clear third and some attempt has been made to structure the essay appropriately and
present largely correct arguments or explanations based on at least some relevant literature. Arguments may be
weakly developed or reflect evidence of poor judgment, over-simplification or limited understanding.
Text may stray from the point and/or show limited comprehension of key themes.
Lower Second (50-59)
Essays which are broadly competent and relevant and should also have an acceptable quality of writing,
referencing and presentation, but are lacking in content, focus, organisation, breadth of reference, clarity of
explanation or depth of discussion.
Essays which have upper second class qualities may also fall into this category if they are too short, unfinished or
poorly structured.
A clear lower second (50-54)
Essays which exhibit some of the above limitations, may lack balance and depth and are limited to a restricted
range of literature.
A strong lower second (55-59)
Whilst still reflecting some of the 2.2 categories described above, the essay reflects a greater use of relevant
literature and is reasonably well argued and shows an understanding of the issues involved.
An essay containing some 2.1 characteristics, but has limited depth of discussion or contains minor errors of fact or
interpretation or has some confusion of argument, may be marked as a strong lower second.
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Upper Second
Upper Second (60-69)
Essays that…
1.

are comprehensive and answer the question, with only a limited amount of irrelevant material.

2.

show a broad engagement with, and an understanding of, the relevant literature, and draw on a wide
ranging literature.

3.

demonstrate clear, critical thinking, together with an ability to write well and sustain an argument.

4.

contain few errors of fact or interpretation.

5.

generally show good writing skills throughout and are well-structured and appropriately referenced and
illustrated.

A clear upper second (60-64)
Meets the above criteria, but…
1.

although the essay both competently and accurately reflects the main ideas encountered in the relevant
literature, it does not develop this enough to gain a strong upper second.

2.

although generally well written, there may be some unevenness in communication skills.

A strong upper second (65-69)
Meets the above criteria, and additionally includes one or more of the following qualities:
1.

displays a strong depth of knowledge and originality of thought.

2.

makes particularly good use of the literature to synthesise and express ideas.

First (70 or more)
Essays that…
1.

are well written and are focussed on the question set, as well as being accurate in terms of fact and
interpretation.

2.

demonstrate an excellent awareness and understanding of the research literature

3.

reveal a capacity for original thought and address the question (not necessarily in the most obvious ways).

4.

critically engage with the literature and develop independent conclusions.

5.

demonstrate writing skills that are well developed, are well structured and in which information is
synthesised in a clear and efficient manner.

6.

exhibit a high standard of presentation, including appropriate use of figures, tables and maps (original
versions where appropriate), along with flawless citing and referencing.

A low first class (70-79)
Meets the majority of the above criteria, but do not have the qualities described below.
A mid-first class (80-89)
Meets the criteria outlined above, and
1.

is a particularly authoritative essay, which is well balanced, carefully argued and maintains a high quality
of discussion throughout.
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2.

demonstrates an ability to synthesise complex ideas, avoids repetition and skilfully integrates the
literature

A high first class (90-100):
Meets the criteria outlined above and additionally demonstrates sustained excellence in more than one of the
following:
1.

An essay with few, if any, flaws, which is of a potentially publishable quality in terms of scholarship and
originality

2.

Exceptional insight into the issues raised by the question

3.

Creative synthesis of wide ranging literature/ability to work with complex theoretical ideas

4.

Range of coverage, theoretical sophistication and/or or depth and imagination of discussion

5.

Development/introduction of new ideas that are thought-provoking or which challenge received views

Grade-related marking criteria for exam answers
These apply to both seen and unseen exams. However, answers to seen exam questions will be expected to
engage more fully with published work/ key literature at every level.
Fail (less than 40)
Essays in this class show inadequate knowledge of relevant material. They contain information that is irrelevant or
superficial. Essays which completely miss the point of the question also fall into this class.
Bad Fail (0 - 19)
No material of relevance to the question asked.
No recognition of the demands of the question and/or no serious attempt to answer it. Virtually no evidence that
any course material has been properly understood.
Clear Fail (20 - 39)
Makes reference to themes anticipated by the question but is seriously deficient for one or more of the following
reasons:
Ran out of time before including sufficient relevant material;
Limited understanding of the question leading to superficial and irrelevant comments;
Lists key themes in note or diagrammatic form, without comment or explanation.
Marginal fail (30-39)
Deficient in the knowledge of relevant material, understanding of the question set, or the presentation of clear
and rational arguments.
Evidence of irrelevance, ignorance, brevity and superficiality.
Elements of an adequate answer, however limited, may be used to grade scripts in this category, rather than
assigning a clear fail.
Third (40-49)
Work at this level shows some knowledge of core material. However, this may be used ineffectively, inaccurately
or in an unreflective way. Essays in this class will omit some key points, or may fail to answer the question in other
ways.
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Poorly developed writing skills will contribute to a third class mark.
A clear third (40-44)
Answers fit the above criteria.
Relevant material is presented, but answers lack order/organisation/argument.
Essays make unsubstantiated assertions and/or contain too many inaccuracies.
A strong third (45-49)
While answers fit the third class criteria, some attempt is made to organise the material and present an argument.
However, arguments may be weakly developed, or contain evidence of poor judgement.
In places, essays may stray from the point and/or show limited comprehension of key themes.
Lower Second (50-59)
Answers which, though competent and broadly relevant, are lacking in focus, organisation, breadth of reference or
depth of discussion.
Essays in this class do address the question but may range little beyond key lecture material and make limited
reference to additional reading.
Some sections may be poorly written (making the essay difficult to follow, obscuring key points, or leading to overgeneralisation).
Good answers which stray too far from the question will not be marked higher that a lower second (while answers
which completely miss the point of the question may fail – see below)
Answers which have upper second class qualities may also fall into this category if they are too short, unfinished or
badly organised.
A clear lower second (50-54)
Answers exhibit some of the above problems, lack balance and depth, and are largely limited to material presented
in lectures.
A strong lower second (55-59)
Answers which, while exhibiting one or more of the 2.2 criteria, are reasonably well-argued and show a
satisfactory understanding of the issues involved.
These essays refer (in a relevant way) to the content of at least some key readings.
Upper Second (60-69)
Answers show evidence of broad-based engagement with, and understanding of, the relevant material, drawing on
the full range of set readings and referring to some other literature and examples.
Answers also demonstrate good comprehension, together with an ability to organise evidence and ideas, and
present a logical argument.
Essays are comprehensive and address the question. They are capably written and well-informed.
Writing skills are competent throughout.
A clear upper second (60-64)
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Meets the above criteria.
Is competent and accurate in the reproduction of ideas introduced during lectures and encountered in the core
literature
A strong upper second (65-69)
Meets the above criteria, and additionally includes one or more of the following qualities:
Depth of understanding and originality of thought; Range of ideas and examples;
Knowledge of key themes and of the work of key authors

First (70 or more)
Answers show an awareness and understanding of key literature, drawing both on set readings and on a wider
range of materials (either supplied as 'further reading' or discovered during independent library work).
Answers also show a capacity for original thought, together with an ability to write clearly and sustain an
argument.
Essays are well-organised and based on in-depth knowledge of the subject. They address the question (though not
necessarily in the most obvious ways) and are relevant to that question throughout.
Writing skills are well-developed and used to good effect.

A low first class (70-79)
Meets the majority of the above criteria.
For the most part, however, first class answers fall into one of two categories:
A mid-first class (80-89)
Meets the criteria outlined above.
Essay is well balanced, complete, maintains a good quality of discussion throughout, shows an ability to synthesise
complex ideas, avoids repetition, and includes well-reasoned conclusions.
A high first class (90-100):
Meets the criteria outlined above and additionally demonstrates particular excellence in more than one of the
following:
Range of coverage or depth of discussion
Creative use of existing ideas
Development/introduction of new ideas that are thought-provoking or which challenge received views
Use of illustrative examples which extend the range of the answer
Ability to work with complex theoretical ideas
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Grade-related marking criteria for dissertations and project work
Fail
Dissertations in this class demonstrate little knowledge of relevant material. They contain little or no original
research. Treatment of the topic is superficial. Knowledge of the key literature is minimal.
Bad Fail (0-19)
Demonstrates some basic awareness of course material, but shows virtually no evidence that material has been
properly understood. No recognition of the demands of the task.
Clear Fail (20-29)
The work attempts to identify a clear research problem or answer a research question, but is too brief, superficial
or poorly executed.
Marginal Fail (30-39)
There is some coherence and structure, but the treatment of the topic is superficial.
The piece of work includes some literature review, and makes references to research findings, but is deficient in
knowledge/understanding of literature and fails to incorporate relevant findings. There may be some evidence of
original material.
Third (40-49)
Dissertations/projects at this level show some knowledge of key literature and/or techniques and contain some
original material. However, this knowledge may be used ineffectively, inaccurately or in an unreflective way.
Dissertations/projects in this class will have a poor grasp of methodological issues, omit some key points, or fail to
identify and address a research problem/questions. Poorly developed writing skills and poor presentation may
contribute to a third class mark.
A clear third (40-44)
Relevant material is presented, but in a manner that lacks order/organisation/argument.
The work contains some original material, but these are only partially described rather than fully explained, and
discussion does not elaborate sufficiently on key themes and/or central research questions.
There is an attempt at a literature review but it contains too many omissions or inaccuracies.
Conclusions/findings are presented but include unsubstantiated assertions.

A strong third (45-49)
Some attempt has been made to organise the material and present an argument, although the arguments are
weakly developed, or contain evidence of poor judgement.
Text may stray from the point and/or show limited comprehension of key themes.
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Lower Second
Lower Second (50-59)
Dissertations/projects which though competent are lacking in content, focus, organisation, breadth of reference
and/or depth of discussion.
Dissertations/projects which do work with a specified research problem which, however, may not be grounded in a
wide ranging-literature review.
Dissertations/ projects which have upper second class qualities may also fall into this category if they are too short,
unfinished or badly organised.
A clear lower second (50-54)
The work is appropriately structured but is poorly designed and/or contains little original material and/or fails to
give a reasonable account of methodology.
A strong lower second (55-59)
The work contains some original material, is reasonably well-argued and shows a satisfactory understanding of the
issues involved.

Upper Second
Upper Second (60-69)
Dissertations/projects…
1. whose design is inspired by the relevant research literature and which tackle a clearly defined research
question (or questions).
2.which draw effectively on key readings supplied during the course of study, and refer at times to other
literature and examples.
3.whose design and execution show clear thinking, together with an ability to write well and sustain an
argument.
4.which are methodologically sound and include original materials.
5.which are well-presented (they are complete, comprehensive and are appropriately referenced and
illustrated)
A clear upper second (60-64)
Meets the above criteria, but…
1.

may have less new data/original material than would merit a strong upper second. analysis may be
limited by less-than-ideal choice of methods.

2.

there may be some unevenness in written communications skills, so that the best use of a otherwise
good original materials is not made.

A strong upper second (65-69)
Meets the above criteria, and additionally includes one or more of the following qualities:
Careful research design
Methodologically commendable
Technically sound
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Effectively combines own materials with a range of existing literature and ideas
Development of new ideas
First (70 or more)
Dissertations/projects…
1.

whose design shows awareness and understanding of the research literature, and which succeeds in
addressing a particular gap in that literature;

2.

which build both on set readings and on a wider range of materials (either supplied as 'further
reading' or discovered during independent library work);

3.

which address a clearly defined and demonstrably significant research question;

4.

whose design and/or execution shows a capacity for original thought, together with an ability to
write clearly and to sustain an argument;

5.

whose execution reflects an ability to adopt an appropriate qualitative or quantitative methodology,
and to use that methodology effectively and imaginatively;

6.

which combines competence with originality in data collection (where appropriate), analysis and
interpretation.

7.

which attain high standards of presentation (imaginatively but effectively organised into
chapters/sections, appropriately illustrated with maps and diagrams, effective and appropriate
writing style, thorough referencing, and complete bibliography in a recognised format)

A low first class (70-79)
Meets the majority of the above criteria.
A mid-first class (80-89)
Meets the criteria outlined above.
Dissertation/project is well balanced, carefully argued, maintains a high quality of discussion throughout, shows an
ability to synthesise and build on complex ideas, avoids repetition, and employs an appropriate methodology to
produce well-reasoned conclusions from original materials (either from new data or from other kinds of original
work)
A high first class (90-100):
Meets the criteria outlined above and additionally demonstrates sustained excellence in more than one of the
following:
1.

Originality in, and careful thorough application of, research design

2.

Methodological innovation; Application of appropriate techniques

3.

Creative synthesis of wide ranging literature/ability to work with complex theoretical ideas

4.

Range of coverage, theoretical sophistication and/or or depth and imagination of discussion

5.

Development/ introduction of new ideas that are thought-provoking or which challenge received
views

6.

Wide range and high quality of original materials.
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Essay Writing Guidelines
This appendix is designed to help students prepare their essays for Geography courses, but the skills described
here will be relevant to most other academic subjects. In some disciplines, alternative techniques may be required
and you are advised to consult lecturers and tutors before applying these guidelines to work in other courses.
Please note that the following guidelines are general; if clarification is necessary, do not hesitate to contact a
member of academic staff.
Before you start writing
The first tasks of essay writing are to read the essay title carefully and to decide what information you will need to
answer the question. You should try to identify the fundamental aims of the essay and think about an appropriate
argument. If you start to do this before you start reading, and continue to do it during your reading, then you will
spend less time pursuing dead ends and gathering irrelevant material. As the research process proceeds, it will
probably be necessary to clarify your objectives and revise your argument.
While doing your research
During your reading you should keep a complete record of the sources that you use. In order to provide a complete
list of references you will need to provide accurate and precise information on your sources.
It is important that you try to take notes in your own words and that you keep track of the page numbers where
noted ideas and information come from, so that you can credit the authors where credit is due. Clearly, it is much
easier to keep track of this kind of information as you undertake the research than it is to go back later to look for
references. A range of works should normally be referred to in the preparation of any essay. Except for
specialised topics in which detailed analysis of a single source is required, you should avoid excessive reliance on
just one or two sources.
Writing your essay
There is no single correct way to write an essay as different people prefer different techniques. It is therefore
important to learn from your reading. While you are reading you should think about the form and style of writing
which you find effective and interesting. You can then start to produce the writing style which you find most
effective. You will probably need to revise the material you write as few people are able to write a final and
polished text at the first attempt.
Many people find it helpful to work from an essay outline which is developed during research. Working from an
outline can help to prevent the unfortunate tendency for many essays to begin with a "warm-up" section where
the author tries to find an argument. It can also be useful to summarise your overall response to the question in
about 100 words with key readings, or in a few logically related points, before you begin to write the essay.
A clear introduction is a useful way of communicating your ideas to the reader. The introduction usually includes a
clear statement of the main objectives of the essay set within a precise context. In other words, you should
explain why you are answering this particular question and what you intend to argue. This is typically followed by
a statement on how the essay is structured to achieve its goals; that is, how the argument is to be made. Many
introductions also identify any qualifications that affect the essay. This can include the limitations of the source
material and the spatial and temporal focus of the argument. Keep your introduction short and consistent.
It is absolutely essential to make sure that your essay is organised according to a clear line of argument. Elements
of the structure can be used to strengthen and highlight this argument in the following ways:
1.

You can divide the essay into sections, identified by relevant headings to show the importance of specific
information, sets of ideas or time periods. The use of sections is a question of style which varies between
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academic disciplines. If you decide not to use headings then try to ensure that each step in your argument is
indicated by the first sentence of the relevant paragraph.
2.

Each paragraph represents a step in the overall argument. It should introduce an idea or a body of
information, develop this idea or information and demonstrate its relevance and significance to the
argument. Avoid single-sentence or very short paragraphs as, usually, they fail to communicate ideas and
ought not to appear.

3.

Sentences should be structured to present a single idea or a clear connection of two ideas. To do this,
sentences should be kept relatively short and vocabulary should be chosen to communicate ideas.

Think of writing in terms of a "fog index". Your aim is to clear the fog as much as possible. Writing fog is produced
by a lack of overall organisation; by long, unstructured paragraphs (or too many short paragraphs); and by long,
rambling and verbose sentences. The best way to keep the "fog index" low is to organise your material so that it
covers the main aims and supports the central argument. With every sentence, you should consciously try to "say
what you mean" in the simplest, most direct way. The fundamental aim is to express your ideas in ways that allow
others to understand them.
Every essay should include a conclusion. The purpose of the conclusion is to remind the reader of the essay's main
argument, to reiterate how this argument has been constructed, present a final statement on the topic at hand
and, where appropriate, to refer to the context with which you began to see how your work 'fits'. The conclusion
is your opportunity to pull the essay together. This is important because it is often what the reader remembers
best. It is worth noting, however, that it is not enough to assert that the essay has done certain things when it is
obvious that this is not true. A strong conclusion only works if it has a strong essay to build on.
The success of your essay also depends on the following technical and routine practices:
1.

The essay must be legible. You must make sure that the reader does not have to struggle to read as this is
very frustrating. If possible, essays should be completed on a word-processor, double-spaced; if this is not
possible, they should be neatly hand-written. You should leave margins that are wide enough for written
comments.

2.

Make sure that your sentences are grammatically correct.

3.

Gender-specific language should be avoided where it is not appropriate. For example, countries do not have
a gender or sex. Also, because the experiences of men and women are often very different, the use of male
pronouns as universal or neutral is frequently inappropriate, if not simply wrong, for example, 'mankind'
when you mean 'humankind'.

4.

The use of abbreviations and contractions are not generally appropriate in formal written work, although
they are acceptable in some areas of the subject such as in physical geography and in technical areas.

5.

Any figures or tables should be integrated into the text and should be referred to in the text, accompanied by
a complete reference to the source from which you obtained the information.

6.

Finally, it is essential that you proof read your essay. It is your responsibility to find and correct typing,
spelling and grammatical errors as each one detracts from the quality of the essay. Proof reading enables
you to do this and to evaluate your essay as a whole. If you cannot understand what you have written, the
chances are that the reader will not understand it either. It is a really good idea to evaluate and criticise your
own essay. If you have a sense of the strengths and weaknesses of your own writing, you will be in a much
better position to write more effectively when you come to your next essay.
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Non-sexist Language
'Man' is often used to refer to all people. This implies that 'man' can represent both men and women, but this is
clearly not the case; it is an example of sexist language. Many geographical journals, such as Progress in Human
Geography and Professional Geographer, refuse to accept papers written in language which is sexist, racist or
otherwise discriminatory. So please do not use 'man' to mean humanity in general; there are plenty of
alternatives, such as people, humankind, men and women. Other terms may also be rephrased: layperson for
layman, staffing for manning, founders for founding fathers, supervisor for foreman, and so on. The use of the
generic 'he' should also be avoided; use 'he or she' or 'they' instead. If you mean to refer to men specifically, make
this clear, for example by referring to 'male sales executives' rather than 'businessmen'.
Referencing your essay
The full acknowledgement of sources is an integral and important part of academic writing. It allows anyone
reading your essay to understand how you are drawing on other sources and it also allows readers to check and
follow up on these sources.
It is perfectly acceptable (indeed it is encouraged) to use direct quotations from sources you have read to help
illustrate and support your argument, although you should avoid the temptation to string together lists of
quotations at the expense of original discussion. Quotations should be commented on and form an integral part of
your argument. Direct quotations must be written in quotation marks in normal text (not italics) and the source
must always be referenced. Short quotations can be included within the paragraph. Long quotations (of more than
four lines) should form a separate indented block of text, but their use should be very limited in short pieces of
work such as 2000 word essays.
There are two main methods used to reference sources, namely the Harvard system and footnotes. You should
decide which one you are going to use in your essay and stick to it throughout. Unless a particular method is
presented as a requirement, you are free to choose between these methods.
A

The Harvard System

This widely-used system involves placing minimum details of the sources cited in the text, with full details in a list
of references at the end of the essay. These minimum details consist of the author(s) surname and the date of
publication. The following extracts from Johnston (1983, 79) exemplify this method.
There are strong links between such work, with its clear base in the humanistic approaches, and writing on
landscape design and 'mental maps' in the behaviourist/positivist mould discussed in the previous chapter. This
drew its inspiration from works such as that of the landscape architect Kevin Lynch (1960) in The Image of the City
and on the creation of images (see Downs and Stea, 1977).
‘As already illustrated here, the landscape itself has been used by some as the repository of human
meaning (see also Hugill, 1975). Literature, too, has been used as "a perspective for how people
experience their world" (Tuan, 1978, 194). It can provide three forms of aid to the humanist geographer,
according to Tuan: it is a thought experiment revealing modes of human experience: it is an artefact,
illustrating the cultural perceptions of an environment; and it is a model of geographical synthesis and
writing. According to Pocock (1981a, 346) "it is of the essence of literature to reveal the universal while
apparently concerned with the particular": literature is the work (as are all works of art) of artists with
particular "perceptive insight" (Pocock, 1981b, 15) regarding contemporary situations.’
Note that the author's name sometimes forms part of the sentence, in which case the date is placed in brackets
next to it. Elsewhere both the name and the date are placed in brackets at the end of the sentence. Titles are not
usually placed in the text; if they are differentiated with a lower case letter (a, b. etc) immediately after the date.
If you quote directly or cite a specific point, it is essential that the page number is given.
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At the end of the essay, you should provide a list of all the references cited in the text. These should not include
any sources that are not cited.
If you use the Harvard system you will not need footnotes to acknowledge your sources. Footnotes can still be
used to make points tangential to the main argument, although this is unlikely to be necessary in a short essay.
The list of references should include the following details:
For books: author's name, initials, date of publication, title, place of publication, publisher, edition (if not the first).
For journal articles: author's name, initials, date of publication, title of article, journal name, volume, pages
Example: Johnston, R J (1978) 'Paradigms and revolution or evolution? Observations on human geography since
the Second World War'. Progress in Human Geography, 2, 189-206.
For chapters from edited collections: author's name, initials, date of publication, title of chapter, editor's name,
title of book, publisher, place of publication.
Example: Marshall, J U (1985) Geography as a scientific enterprise, in R J Johnston (ed) The Future of Geography
Methuen, London, Chapter 5, p113.
Official Sources should be referenced in the following manner:
Audit Commission (1989) Urban Regeneration and Economic Development: The Local Government Dimension,
HMSO, London.
World Bank (1991) World Development Report Oxford University Press, New York.
B

Footnotes

This widely-used system is sometimes preferred because it avoids cluttering the text with brackets. It entails
placing a superscript numeral at the end of a sentence of quotation. This directs the reader to a footnote, either at
the foot of the page or at the end of the essay. Footnotes should run in sequential order from the beginning to the
end of the essay.
The footnote contains details of the source. Here there are two possibilities:
1.

The footnote contains the same minimum details of the source as are placed in the text in the Harvard
system. In this case, you should provide a full list of references at the end of the essay.

2.

Alternatively, the footnotes include full details of the source on their first occurrence. You should then use
ibid and op cit in later footnotes to refer back to details cited in earlier footnotes. You should use ibid.
(ibidem - in the same place) where consecutive footnotes refer to the same source. Use op cit (opera citato in the work cited), after the author's name and date of publication, if the source is fully described in another
footnote earlier the one immediately preceding it. In this case a list of references is not needed because full
details of the sources cited are provided in the footnotes.

If you are still uncertain about these methods of referencing, then consult the style manuals which are held in the
Main Library.
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Useful links
The links below are for pages which give details of policies and guidance within and outside of the School of
GeoSciences, including Special Circumstances, Assessments and Examination diets.
School of GeoSciences Teaching Organisation:
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/geosciences/teaching-organisation
School of GeoSciences policies and forms:
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/geosciences/teaching-organisation/to-form-policy
College of Science and Engineering:
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/science-engineering
Academic Services:
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/academic-services

P a g e 40 | 40

