
World-renowned Teaching       State-of-the-Art Facilities       Uniquely Flexible

The School of GeoSciences offers you world-renowned teaching in a friendly environment, state-of-the-art facilities 
and a rich Geographical heritage. Edinburgh is the perfect location for studying Geography, with plenty of interest 
for both physical and human geographers, as well as a convenient base for field trips in Scotland and abroad.

You will become a part of the largest family of Geographers and Geoscientists in the UK - with around 400 
academics, researchers and research students. The University is consistently ranked as one of the world’s top 
50 (Times Higher Education and QS Rankings) and the School has been identified by the Research Excellence 
Framework (REF) 2014 as having the greatest concentration of ‘world leading’ and ‘internationally excellent’ 
researchers in the UK.
Geography at the University of Edinburgh is ranked 15th in the world in the 2015 QS World University Rankings.

 Studying Geography
Field trips may 

include: Istanbul, 
Iceland, Bangor, 

Amsterdam
(pictured), Uist and 

the Highlands



Geography is the study of the way the world works, and spans both the natural and social sciences. 
•Topical - our programme is designed with a real-world focus to ensure that our Geographers are ideally placed to address 
issues of contemporary social, economic and environmental concern. You will be examining concerns such as: cultural identity; 
environmental degradation; social exclusion; climatic change; economic development and natural hazards. 
•Stimulating programme - the Edinburgh Geography degree is flexible, enabling you to focus on those areas in which you 
are especially interested. You can take advantage of a significant range of courses offered and specialise in Human or Physical 
Geography or a combination of both. 
•Access to unique, cutting-edge facilities - we offer specially-equipped laboratories for: physical geography (including 
facilities for soil, pollen and sediment analysis and cosmogenic sample preparation), computing, image processing and 
geographical information science (GIS) and modelling. 
•Perfect location - Scotland is an excellent place to study Geography because of its unique natural settings and societal 
contexts. We are also committed to delivering a truly international programme, believing that this enhances the learning 
experience and prepares you better for the future.  
•Employable - through a successful blend of learning approaches, you will develop a range of academic and life skills, 
including research and analysis, critical writing, giving presentations, teamworking and communication, as well as statistical and 
discourse analysis. 
•A vibrant social scene - we are proud of our supportive, friendly School and offer ‘academic parenting’ to incoming 
undergraduates, helping you to settle in. We have a lively undergraduate community with an active student-led Geography 
Society which organises day trips, lunchtime talks and evening socials.

 Why Study BSc (Hons) or MA (Hons) Geography at Edinburgh?

Cover image: Courtesy of Dr Dan Swanton 
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Exciting field work opportunities, including residential field trips in years 2, 3 and 4 to the Scottish Highlands, 
Amsterdam, Istanbul, Wales and Iceland. Typically students pay 50% of accommodation and travel costs, and 

alumni funds are available to students who use a bursary.

A Personal Tutor for your academic support and a Student Support Coordinator focusing on pastoral care

Fast Track Entry to 2nd Year: Typical offer – AAB (SQA Advanced Higher); A*AA (GCE A-Level); 38 points + award 
of IB Diploma (IB) Certain subjects may be required. For further information please contact College Admissions - 

sciengra@ed.ac.uk

Combined Honours Available - we offer various exciting combinations of degrees 

Careers
The options are endless! Recent graduates have worked, 
as environmental and transport consultants, surveyors, 
cartographers, architects, GIS analysts and market 
researchers or have moved into finance, law, accountancy, 
marketing or the civil service. But this is a fraction of the career 
paths entered. 

English Language Requirements
If English is your second language you must provide evidence 
of good written and spoken English skills:
www.ed.ac.uk/studying/international/english/ug-english

Contacts
Recruitment Contact
E: sciengra@ed.ac.uk; T: +44 (0)131 650 5737
Academic and General Enquiries Contact 
E: geography@ed.ac.uk; T: +44 (0) 131 650 9847
W: http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/geosciences/
undergraduate/geography-degrees

Scholarships
The university offers a range of scholarships and funding 
opportunities: www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding

Entry Requirements
SQA Highers – ABBB-AAAA 
GCE A-levels – ABB-AAA 
International Baccalaureate – 32-37 points overall and award 
of IB Diploma.
Visit: http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/geosciences/
undergraduate/geography-degrees/applications-costs-
funding/applications for information including subjects 
required, Fast Track entry requirements and for other 
qualifications.

Tuition Fees
Scotland/EU - You may be eligible to have your fees paid by 
the Scottish Government for the full period of study. You must 
apply to the Student Awards Agency for Scotland (SAAS)
Home-RUK - £9000 / Overseas - £21,900 (2016 fees)
www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/student-funding/tuition-
fees/undergraduate/tuition-fees

How to Apply
Most applications are made through UCAS: www.ed.ac.uk/
studying/undergraduate/applications-admissions/applying/
ucas

Studying BSc (Hons) or MA (Hons) 
Geography

Core Courses:
• Human Geography
• Physical Geography
• Economic and Political Geography
• Environmental Sensitivity and Change
• Fundamental Methods in Geography
• Geomorphology
• Social and Cultural Geography
• The Nature of Geographical Knowledge
• Research Design in Geography
• Qualitative Methods in Geography
• Quantitative Methods in Geography
• Geography Dissertation
• Geography, Science and Civil Society
Field work Options (Students to select one):
• Geography Fieldwork: Foundations (Human)
• Geography Fieldwork: Foundations (Physical)
• Geography Fieldwork: Foundations (Istanbul, Turkey)
• Geography Small Research Project
Research Electives (Students to select one):
• Geography in the Archive
• Physical Geography Fieldwork: Iceland

• Human Geography Fieldwork: Journey to the Western 
Isles

• Researching With Media: ordinary, popular and indige-
nous people’s knowledges

Option courses
• Catchment Water Resources
• Cinematic Cities
• Development and Decolonisation in Latin America
• Divided Cities
• Encountering Cities
• Eroding Landscapes:  Mountains, Hills and Rivers
• Geographies of Development and Socionature
• Geographies of Food
• The Geography of Health
• Geography of Wine
• Glacial Processes and Geomorphology
• Ice and Climate
• Landscape Dynamics- techniques and applications
• Minorities in Multicultural Society
• People, landscape change & settlement: last 15,000 years
• Principles of Geographical Information Science 
• Remote Sensing and Global Climate Change
• Space, Place and Sensory Perception
• Values and the Environment
• Volcanoes, Environment and People
• Writing Landscape


