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New approaches for achieving 
environmental sustainability

The environmental sustainability of 
society is the major challenge facing 
humanity in the 21st century and 
an increasingly important issue for 
international policy, public agencies and 
other organisations.

In this exciting Masters programme, you 
are encouraged to think across different 
disciplines, providing the opportunity 
to blend scientific, socio-economic 
and policy perspectives for a stronger  
understanding of sustainability and how 
it can be achieved.

You will develop the critical thinking, 
policy analysis and interdisciplinary 
environmental perspective needed 
by organisations seeking to promote 
sustainable development or seeking 
to reduce humanity’s effect on the 
environment.

The School of GeoSciences is the largest grouping of GeoScientists in the 
UK, with around 400 academics, researchers and research students. The 
most recent Research Excellence Framework (REF 2014) rated our School 
as having the greatest concentration of ‘world-leading’ and ‘internationally 
excellent’ researchers in the field of GeoSciences in the UK. 
In 2016, the University was ranked 20th in the world in The Guardian University 
League Tables. 
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Option courses may include*:
Atmospheric Quality and Global 
Change; Development: Principles 
and Practices; Ecosystem Services 1: 
Ecosystem Dynamics and Functions; 
Energy & Society; Energy Policy 
and Politics; Environmental Impact 
Assessment; Forests and Environment; 
Foundations in Ecological Economics; 
Global Environmental Politics; Human 
Dimensions of Environmental Change 
and Sustainability; Marine Systems and 
Policies; Participation in Policy and 
Planning; Political Ecology; Project 
Appraisal; Sustainability of Food 
Production; Understanding Environment 
and Development; Values and the 
Environment; Waste Reduction and 
Recycling; Water Resource Management  
*Courses are offered subject to timetabling 
and availability.

Careers 
You will be prepared for roles within 
environmental consultancy, national and 
local government, non-profit 
organisations, education or research. 
Your choice of option courses and 
dissertation project can be used to tailor 
your studies to support your intended 
career path. Recent graduates are 
employed in sustainability related roles 
by organisations such as AMEC, 
Carnegie Wave Energy, E.ON, ERM, 
FAO, German Council for Sustainable 
Development, Global Justice Now, 
Institute for European Environmental 
Policy, International Energy Agency, 
London Borough of Camden, Marine 
Conservation Society, Northumbrian 
Water Group, OECD, Ofgem, PwC 
UK, John Muir Trust, The Scottish 
Government, Transport for London, 
UNFCCC secretariat, World Resources 
Institute and Zero Waste Scotland.

Entry Requirements
A UK 2.1 degree (or its international 
equivalent) in a biological, environmental 
or physical science, geography, social 
science, economics or other relevant 
subject. 

English Language Requirements
IELTS 7.0 (with no score lower than 6.0 
in each section)TOEFL-iBT: Total 100 
(with no score lower than 20 in  each 
section). A degree from an English 
speaking university may be accepted in 
some circumstances. 

2017/18 Tuition fees will be in the 
region of*: 
Home/EU - £12,300

Overseas/International - £25,500
*Please note that fees typically rise around 5%
each year.

Scholarships 
Students applying for this programme 
may be eligible to apply for funding. 
Details of current opportunities may be 
found on our website. Deadlines apply 
so early application is encouraged.

How to Apply
For more information and to apply for 
this programme online, please visit:

www.ed.ac.uk/pg/32

Contact us 
Programme Director: Dr Marc Metzger
Deputy Programme Director: Dr Simon 
Allen
E: simon.allen@ed.ac.uk
T: +44 (0) 131 650 2572

Studying MSc Environmental 
Sustainability (2017 entry)

This interdisciplinary MSc programme 
consists of two semesters of taught 
courses. Each course consists of a 
balance of lectures, seminars, 
workshops and visits. You will also 
undertake your own dissertation project.

Compulsory courses typically will 
be*:
Principles of Environmental 
Sustainability; Case Studies in 
Sustainable Development; Dissertation


