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Message from the President Upcoming Club and Alumni Events

Happy New Year!  Although Covid 
still has us in its grips, Zoom has 
blossomed and EDUCT has been able 
to maintain an active and varied 
programme.  Zoom opens up the 
opportunity to have more speakers 
from our University, and in October 
we were entertained with an exciting 
presentation from Dr. Antonella 
Sorace, Professor of Developmental 
Linguistics, on the benefits of bi-
lingualism in education.  We have 
more such talks coming this year, 
with the first of these being about 
The Edinburgh Futures Institute.

In November, Dr. Natalia Modjeska, 
an EDUCT member, provided an 
interesting talk about the potential 
benefits and biases of artificial 
intelligence.  And in December we 
enjoyed a presentation of the film 
Whisky Galore, and a follow-up 
discussion led by Chris Valley Ban 
and Donald Gillies.

Zoom also enables us to involve 
far-flung participants.  For our 
Burns Night we joined forces with 
the six US clubs and had over 300 
registrants.  Although some had 
reception problems, and especially 
with the recorded items, the follow-
up You Tube link allowed people to 
watch successfully after the event.  
The feedback showed that most 
people enjoyed the evening.

As ever, this being January, if you 
have yet to pay your membership fee 
for 2021, please see p. 27 for details.  
Keep safe!

Graham Ferguson

The Newsletter of the Edinburgh University Club of Toronto [EDUCT]

OUR RESPONSE TO COVID:  All events are on Zoom.  As usual, 
nearer the time, there will be more details provided for any one 
event.

How Do Banknotes Reflect Changes in Society? 

When:  Sunday, 21 February 2021, 2:00 pm. 

Where: On Zoom

Details:  Our speaker will be Michael Zigler, EDUCT member, 
veterinary opthalmologist, Past President of the Canadian 
Paper Money Society and member of the International Bank 
Note Society.  Michael will take us on a brief sojourn through a 
notaphilist’s collection and his eccentricities.  As Michael notes: 
“A notaphilist is a person who collects paper money and other 
such ephemera for various reasons, such as a hobby or as an 
investment.  He or she must be distinguished from the numismatist, 
who collects coins, and the philatelist who collects stamps, and 
from my friend Angus who collects Canadian Tire Coupons.”  
Michael will guide us through various banknotes of the world.  He 
will demonstrate the use of currency in commerce, introduce us to 
banknotes that illustrate profound inflation, reveal how money is 
used in realizing political and military scenarios, and provide us with 
examples of banknotes that feature historical figures who have risen 
to greatness or, in some cases, have fallen to the depths of tyranny.

Cost:  $5 for paid-up members and guests.  

Info:  Victoria Crewe-Nelson, victoria.crewe-nelson@lawpro.ca  416-
598-5856

Continued on page 2

MEMBERSHIP FEES:
Membership fees for 2021 are due in January.  

If you have not yet renewed, please see page 27 for details.
We now take INTERAC e-transfers.

mailto:victoria.crewe-nelson@lawpro.ca
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The Edinburgh Futures Institute: Educating Students for a 
More Complex World  

When:  Sunday, 28 March 2021, Noon. 

Where:  On Zoom. 

Details:   Professor Siân Bayne, Director of Education at EFI, and 
Director of the Centre for Research in Digital Education in the Moray 
House School of Education and Sport at the University, will be our 
speaker.  As the world becomes more complex, universities must 
educate students to think in an interdisciplinary manner.  The EFI is 
designed to respond to that need.

Cost:  $5 for paid-up members and guests.

Info:  Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca   416-466-8793

Annual General Meeting 

When:  Sunday, 30 May 2021, at 1:00 pm.

Where:  On Zoom.   

Details:  There is no charge for the AGM. 

Info:  Graham Ferguson, graham@ppdeng.com   905-880-0153 or 
416-605-7074 

Professor Antonella Sorace Talks to EDUCT on the Benefits 
and Challenges of Multilingualism 

by Simon Miles

Antonella Sorace is Professor of Developmental Linguistics at the 
University of Edinburgh.  On Zoom, on Sunday 18 October 2020, 
Antonella provided EDUCT with a fascinating overview of research 
undertaken by Bilingualism Matters, the centre she founded at 
Edinburgh.  Entitled “The benefits and challenges of multilingualism 
in a globalized world”, the talk debunked many myths about 
multilingualism and underscored the potential for enjoying a more 
productive and enjoyable life if one has a reasonable command of 
more than one language.  

Follow us!

Did you know that EDUCT is on Facebook and Twitter? Stay up 
to date with EDUCT events and news at: 

www.facebook.com/EDUCToronto 

@EDUCT1

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:graham@ppdeng.com
http://www.facebook.com/EDUCToronto
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The scope of the benefits is striking.  They 
range from the more obvious, such as an 
enhanced ability to learn more languages, 
to the far from obvious, such as the 
delayed onset of symptoms of dementia 
and thus the extension, by four or five 
years, of a good quality of life.  In between 
those two ends of the spectrum of benefits 
are such enhanced competences as 
mental flexibility in dealing with complex 
situations, and the ability to appreciate 
other people’s points of view. 

The implications for public policy are 
significant and manifold, most obviously 
with respect to the education of children 
and adults and immigration, and perhaps 
less obviously with respect to human 
resources.  In addition to the work 
being done for governments, many international businesses and 
non-governmental institutions are consulting Antonella and her 
colleagues as they seek to enhance the quality of their personnel 
and their competitive advantage. 

A bilingual person is someone who knows two or more languages 
and uses them on a regular basis; they do not have to be born into 
a family that provides them with a perfect command of two or more 
languages.  And although there are 10 recognized levels of language 
competence, with the highest being regarded as ‘native-like’, it is 
quite possible for someone to acquire such native-like competence 
in several languages.  In this article, I shall generally use the term 
‘bilingual’, even though I may in some instances be referring to a 
multilingual situation, condition or competence, unless otherwise 
specified. 

To underscore her points about the benefits of bilingualism, 
Antonella first introduced us to the challenges facing the UK with 
its privileged monolingualism.  When it comes to language skills, 
the UK ranks last among the 28 (pre-Brexit) member countries of 
the European Union (EU).  This is the outcome of living in a world 
in which about 20% of the global population of 7.8 billion speak 
English.  And in the EU, English is by far the most commonly studied 
language.  Some 94% of EU students in upper secondary education 
study English.  Next in popularity, French, is far behind at 23%.  This 
has led to an attitude, in the UK, that English is good enough.  But, 
translated into economic terms, this monolingualism is estimated 
to cost the British economy about £48 billion a year.  Yet, tragically, 
enrolment in language degrees in the UK is declining.

Thus Antonella’s work is of particular relevance for the UK and other 
countries, like Canada, in which English is the national language 
or the native language of the majority.  She is arguing that the 
command of any second language is beneficial, whether or not it is a 
widely used language.  And there are plenty to choose from.  Beyond 
the few dominant languages in the world, there are some 5,000 to 
7,000 minority languages spoken around the world, and they fall 
into one of two categories: regional or indigenous; and, immigrant.

What has been inhibiting the learning of a second language?  
Antonella addressed some of the myths about children learning 
more than one language.  They include concerns that this will be 

A SPECIAL OFFER TO EDUCT 
MEMBERS

Would you like to own a copy of 
the latest book on the University 
of Edinburgh?

Jean Grier and Mary Bownes, 
Private Giving, Public Good: 
The Impact of Philanthropy at 
the University of Edinburgh, 
(Edinburgh: University of 
Edinburgh Press, 2014), 224 pp., 
£30.

EDUCT would like to make it 
possible for every member to 
own a copy of this magnificent 
book on our University.  We have 
arranged for a slight discount 
to be offered to members.  Just 
how much we can offer off the 
market price of £30 depends on 
our shipping costs.  If you would 
like to purchase a copy, or if you 
are planning to visit Edinburgh 
soon and can help with the 
transport of a few copies at no 
charge, please contact Simon 
Miles at 416-466-8793 or  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca. 

For a review of the book, see 
EDUCT News, September 2014, 
p.19.

Professor Antonella Sorace

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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confusing for the child, that the 
immigrant child who speaks his 
native language at home will 
find learning in another language 
difficult, and that while some 
languages are ‘useful’ others are 
not.  

Antonella picked up on this 
last point … on how we value 
a language.  Although some 
languages may well be more 
valuable to us, as individuals 
and societies, in economic terms 
(witness that reference to the 
£48 billion annual cost to the 
UK’s economy), there are also 
the social and cultural values we 
attach to languages, and there 
are the linguistic and cognitive 
values.   And it is this last set of 
values that Antonella focused on 
in her talk.

Antonella argued that learning 
a language changes one’s 
brain, both anatomically and 
in terms of the connectivity 
within the brain.  This leads 
to changes in behaviour of 
those learning more than one 
language.  For example, a child 
will have a better understanding 
of how language works, which 
gives that child a head start 
in becoming literate.  It can 
enhance the ability to learn yet 
more languages and is likely to 
improve the command of the 
majority language.  And for 
both the child and the adult it 
is likely to enhance awareness 
of other people’s perspectives, 
reduce egocentricism, enhance 
the ability to handle conflicting 
information and focus on what 
is important, and enhance 
one’s ability to exercise mental 
flexibility … so valuable in 
switching from one task to 
another in a world of multi-
tasking. 

These and other benefits, such 
as those mentioned at the start 
of this article, may be enjoyed 
across the lifespan.  And one 
does not have to have a perfect 
command of a language to 
benefit from these cognitive 

effects.  However, there is another important consideration: not all 
learners of language or bilingual persons enjoy all of these benefits.  
There are other factors that bear upon the outcomes enjoyed.  For 
example, younger children need to have engaging exposure to both 
languages they are learning; they need to hear those languages 
spoken by a variety of speakers – young and old, with a variety of 
registers; they need to be encouraged by parents and teachers with 
positive attitudes: and, of course, literacy helps.

Having presented us with a number of general findings, Antonella 
then summarized several research projects that she and her 
colleagues have conducted that bear out those general findings.  
They ranged from the teaching of Chinese in Scottish schools, to a 
European Union sponsored project aimed at fostering linguistic and 
social integration in multilingual classrooms through the learning 
of Spanish as a second language, and to an evaluation of bilingual 
children’s attitudes towards their languages and the relationship 
between positive attitudes, active bilingualism, and cognitive effects.

Some of our participants

And just as we thought we were coming to understand just how 
bilingualism benefits us, Antonella introduced us to some more 
detailed findings of the beneficial effects of learning minority 
languages.  She reported on research on people learning Sardinian 
and Gaelic.  In essence, the findings were similar for each 
minority language.  In the Sardinian study, for example, she gave 
cognitive tasks to children who were bilingual and those who were 
monolingual in Italian.  While the younger children exhibited no 
difference in performance, in the older children those who were 
bilingual in Italian and Sardinian overtook the children who were 
monolingual Italian speakers.  And when it came to performing an 
Italian language task, there was no difference in the performance 
of either group except when it came to addressing two complex 
structures, and on this the bilingual children performed better.   

There was much more to these subtle distinctions between 
monolinguals and bilinguals, but the overall message was very clear 
… bilingualism really does matter!

Antonella wound up her talk by telling us a bit more about 
Bilingualism Matters.  She had established it in 2008 and by 2014 it 
had become an official centre.  It now has a network of 27 branches 
on three continents.  One of those was established in Canada, at 
Wilfrid Laurier University, in 2019.  Its Director, Dr. John Schwieter, 
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joined us for our event.  More  
information can be found on 
Biligualism Matters by going 
to: https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/
linguistics-and-english-language/
research/impact/bilingualism-
matters

For those who were unable to 
attend the event, you could 
take advantage of the audio 
presentation we recorded.  You 
should contact Simon Miles 
for the link (simon-miles@
sympatico.ca) and send your 
payment of $5 by an e-transfer, 
to educt.treasurer@gmail.com   
If you prefer, you may send a 
cheque, payable to EDUCT, to 
our Treasurer, Sarah Tulley, at 
Unit 411- 119 Merton Street, 
Toronto M4S 3G5. 

Given the financial pressures 
being experienced by universities 
during the Covid-19 pandemic, 
at the end of our event we 
discussed how we might help 
Antonella and her colleagues to 
continue with their fascinating 
work.  

Some two months after Antonella 
spoke to us, we learned that 
dedicated core support for 
Bilingualism Matters is now more 
stretched than ever.  Whilst 
the Centre will continue, the 
administrative support available 
will be only a fraction of what 
is required.  There are many 
long-term commitments, many 
new, exciting projects ready 
to be launched, and potential 
opportunities to create more 
branches in the worldwide 
network.  However, all these 
are now in jeopardy without the 
human and financial resources 
needed to attract further support 
from friends and partners.

Antonella is having to spend 
more time on fund-raising from 
institutions and individuals 
outside the University.  This 
is where the donations of 
individuals become of strategic 
significance.  It is essential, in 
approaching foundations and 
other major sources of funding, 

to be able to demonstrate that individuals appreciate the work of 
Bilingualism Matters.

This where you come in.  EDUCT’s Board has discussed this need.  
We anticipate other requests that are similarly worthy of support.  
As we have in the past, we can outline the case for support through 
newsletter articles such as this one.  However, we have to leave it to 
you, as members of EDUCT, to decide whether you can help with a 
strategic donation.

During the pandemic, donating is a little different in some respects.

In effect, this means that if you would like to make a donation to 
the University you have four choices. This applies to any donation in 
support of whatever you choose.

To be specific, the 4 options, as applied to a donation in support of 
Antonella’s work, are as follows:

1. Send a cheque by post made out to University of Edinburgh 
Development Trust, and in the memo line write “PTA 55 Bilingualism 
Matters”.  (PTA 55 is the internal account code given to Bilingualism 
Matters.)  It is important to make sure you note this preference 
for your gift on the memo line of your cheque or Development 
& Alumni won’t know what the gift is meant for and will direct 
it to unrestricted giving.  If you leave off the PTA code but 
note Bilingualism Matters, it will still be processed correctly though 
might have a further delay.  

The postal address is: 
Development and Alumni, 
Charles Stewart House, 
9 - 16 Chambers Street, 
Edinburgh EH1 1 HT 
Scotland

2. Send a money order by post, to the same address, made out to 
University of Edinburgh Development Trust.  Since there is no memo 
line on a money order, enclose a cover note specifying that you want 
your donation to go to “PTA 55 Bilingualism Matters” 

3. If you choose to give via bank transfer, there is further 
information on the University’ banking numbers on the University 
web site at: https://www.ed.ac.uk/donate/bank-transfer

 As is indicated on the web site, you should indicate that your gift 
is for “PTA 55 Bilingualism Matters”, by emailing your preference 
to: supporter@ed.ac.uk after making the transfer. 
 
4. If you wish to give online, go to the University’s web site at: 
https://www.ed.ac.uk/donate

Once on that page, go to “Make a single gift” and click on 
“donate online now”.  You will be asked to select where you want 
your donation to go. There is a very limited choice in the drop 
down menu.  You should select “Edinburgh Fund- Research and 
Community Impact”.  You should then e-mail supporter@ed.ac.uk 
and indicate you have made an online gift and would like it allocated 
to “PTA 55 Bilingualism Matters”.

I hope that that is clear. But if you do have further questions with 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/research/impact/bilingualism-matters
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/research/impact/bilingualism-matters
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/research/impact/bilingualism-matters
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/research/impact/bilingualism-matters
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:educt.treasurer@gmail.com
https://www.ed.ac.uk/donate/bank-transfer
mailto:supporter@ed.ac.uk
https://www.ed.ac.uk/donate
mailto:supporter@ed.ac.uk
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fascinating talk by stating that all 
machine learning is biased and 
therefore all AI is biased.  She 
then proceeded to give examples 
of these biases that have led 
to unfortunate results.  These 
included credit limits given to 
applicants of the new Apple card, 
which varied widely between 
spouses, and the downgrading 
of the A-level results in the UK 
last year, which provoked such 
an outcry that those results were 
abandoned.

She went on to modify Pedro 
Domingo’s well-known aphorism 
– “People worry that computers 
will get too smart and take over 
the world, but the real problem 
is that they’re too stupid and they’ve already taken over the world” 
– by observing that it is not computers but rather software and 
especially AI/machine learning that is at fault.

One definition of AI bias is “the systematic and repeatable errors 
made by a computer system that create unfair outcomes, such as 
privileging one arbitrary group of users over others”.  But how do 
these errors arise from the computer system?  The answer lies in the 
humans who build the systems and who manage the data on which 
the software is trained.

Biases arise in many ways.  Dr. Modjeska used the analogy 
of cooking, where the chef (the data scientist) assembles the 
ingredients (the data) and then follows the recipe (the algorithm).  
She gave us examples of biases in each.

• The data – Here, the biases emerge from various forms 
of human activity.  For example: through data selection (e.g., 
where the data for a software programme to predict re-
offending were collected through a questionnaire which tended 
to focus on indicators of poverty); and, through data labelling 
(e.g., where humans decide how to label data.  And since 
machines learn through such labels, it is critically important to 
get labels correct.)

• The algorithm – (Think of this as a recipe for how to convert 
data into predictions.)  Here, for example, we are dealing with 
something comparable to the inductive thought processes with 
which we humans make assumptions about the future, and 

regard to making a donation 
do contact James Gauthier by 
e-mail at James.Gauthier@ed.ac.
uk or by phone at: 603-443-
0361 (in Vermont).  James is 
the co-Head of Philanthropy for 
North America.

And, as all who were at the talk 
will recall, Antonella would be 
happy to answer any questions 
you may have of a substantive 
nature.  She can be reached at 
A.Sorace@ed.ac.uk

EDUCT thanks Dr. Sorace for the 
excellent talk and Dana O’Born 
for her masterful hosting of us 
on Zoom. 

Dr. Natalia Modjeska’s 
Talk on Biases in Artificial 
Intelligence

by Alan Pearson

Sunday, November 15, 2020 was 
the date of EDUCT’s third “Zoom” 
talk during the pandemic.  We 
were fortunate to have one of 
EDUCT’s members, Dr. Natalia 
Modjeska, address us on a 
topic for which she is eminently 
qualified.  Dr. Modjeska has 
a Ph.D. in computational 
linguistics/artificial intelligence 
from Edinburgh University and 
also holds an executive M.B.A. 
from the Ivey School of Business 
at Western University.  She is 
currently a Research Director 
in the Data and Analytics 
practice at Info-Tech Research 
Group - a technology research 
and advisory firm.  Her role 
involves writing, speaking 
and advising IT organizations 
around the world on topics 
related to artificial intelligence 
(AI), machine learning, 
analytics and governance.  She 
is currently developing an AI 
governance framework for Info-
Tech members to ensure they 
build ethical, responsible and 
trustworthy AI.

Dr. Modjeska started her 

Follow us!

Did you know that EDUCT is on Facebook and Twitter? Stay up 
to date with EDUCT events and news at: 

www.facebook.com/EDUCToronto 

@EDUCT1

Dr. Natalia Modjeska

mailto:James.Gauthier@ed.ac.uk
mailto:James.Gauthier@ed.ac.uk
mailto:A.Sorace@ed.ac.uk
http://www.facebook.com/EDUCToronto


EDUCT News January 2021

7

used to arrive at the decision. 

Some of our participants

Those who participated in this Zoom talk, and who had assumed 
that a computer’s artificial intelligence was a gold standard, were 
given plenty of evidence that it is not.  Those who were sceptical 
about relying on artificial intelligence had their biases confirmed!  
There is no intelligence in artificial intelligence, and we would do well 
to remember it!

If you missed the talk and would like to see the recording, please 
let Alan Pearson know (apearson@bell.net) and send your payment 
of $5 by an e-transfer to educt.treasurer@gmail.com  If you prefer 
an alternative payment method, you may send a cheque, payable 
to EDUCT, to our Treasurer, Sarah Tulley, at Unit 411 - 119 Merton 
Street, Toronto M4S 3G5.

EDUCT thanks Dr. Modjeska for a most stimulating talk delivered 
in very understandable English, and Dana O’Born for once again 
demonstrating her skills in hosting us on Zoom. 

arrive at predictions.  But 
there are biases inherent 
in such thought processes.  
For example, if you have 
never seen a swan and you 
see a black one, you will 
automatically assume that 
all swans are black.  And 
since all algorithms/recipes 
have their own inductive 
biases – for example, 
Facebook’s algorithms 
maximize engagement 
– even the choice of an 
algorithm can result in a 
biased product or service 
that can harm people.

• The data scientist – 
About 70 to 80% of the 
work involved in machine 
learning is the preparation of 
the data and this is carried 
out primarily by white, North 
American men.  They bring 
their own biases and cultural 
assumptions to bear on 
the process.  This is to be 
expected.  All humans are 
biased, that is just how we 
are!

However, there is much that is 
being done to address these 
biases.  First, by identifying them 
– for this there is a variety of 
tools in place.  And, second, by 
mitigating the biases – for which 
there are various frameworks.  
But Dr. Modjeska believes that 
the best way to mitigate AI bias 
is to engage people of diverse 
backgrounds in building and 
deploying AI, and ask questions 
of your own development teams 
and of vendors providing AI 
and machine intelligence as a 
service. 

In response to a question about 
how individuals should deal 
with biases in AI, Dr. Modjeska 
suggested that if, for example, 
you have been rejected for a 
loan and you think this rejection 
is unjustified, it might have been 
because of AI bias.  In such 
a situation you should inquire 
about who made the decision, 
the steps taken in making the 
decision, and what data were 

The Story Behind EDUCT 

“EDUCT” is intended to form the acronym for the Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto. “Educt” is a word which means, in 
the language of chemists: “A body separated by decomposition 
from another.” In addition, there is “e-duct”, an electronic 
channel, which seems appropriate for all of our members 
receiving EDUCT News via e-mail.

mailto:apearson@bell.net
mailto:educt.treasurer@gmail.com
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back, with his grandfather, to Scotland, where he was raised.  He 
never saw or heard from his mother again. This surely was a seed 
for the creative genius that followed.   

In 1946 Sandy joined Ealing Studios as a production designer and 
scriptwriter.  He advanced and Whisky Galore!, his directorial debut, 
was a great success.  Eventually, he moved to Hollywood to work.  
Sweet Smell of Success(1957), with Tony Curtis and Burt Lancaster, 
was his most notable film.  In his later years he became a professor 
at the California Institute of the Arts.  Many of his students became 
influential filmmakers. 

The actor Alec Guinness best described Sandy and the inspiration 
of his work: “He is a man of great charm but of astonishing 
outrage at the wickedness of the world and the stupidity of men of 
power.” (From the introduction to Lethal Innocence: The Cinema of 
Alexander Mackendrick, by Philip Kemp.)

Ealing Studios is significant for all sorts of reasons.  It was founded 
in 1902, which makes it the oldest, continuously operating film 
studio in the world.  By the 1940s Britain was exporting lavish, 
expensively produced and commercially successful films, such 
as The Red Shoes (1948), the biggest box office draw that year in 
the United States.  The same year Laurence Olivier’s Hamlet won the 
Academy Award for Best Picture, the first non-American film ever to 
win.  With this growing American market and the potential for much 
more, Ealing Studios approached 1949 full of confidence.

And the inspiration for the story?  In 1941 the cargo ship SS 
Politician ran aground on the north coast of Eriskay in the Outer 
Hebrides with 22,000 cases of whisky.  In the movie the ship 
becomes the SS Cabinet Minister.  From 1933 on, the writer 
Compton Mackenzie had been a resident of the neighbouring island 
of Barra, so he knew the details of the mishap intimately.  He 
fictionalized it in his 1947 novel Whisky Galore.  

He adapted his novel to the screen with the credited assistance of 
Angus MacPhail.  Notably, MacPhail wrote a number of early Alfred 
Hitchcock screenplays. 

The cast is a remarkable assemblage of character 
actors and local extras.  One of the best 
examples is James Robertson Justice, who played 
Dr. Maclaren in the film.  From 1957 to 1960, and 
again from 1963 to 1966, he served as Rector 
at the University of Edinburgh.  In his earlier life 
he grew his distinct bushy beard while fighting 
on the Republican side in the Spanish Civil War.  
Memorable roles include Jensen in The Guns of 
Navarone, with Gregory Peck (1961), and Lord 
Scrumptious in Chitty Chitty Bang Bang (1968).  

Production for Whisky Galore! began in July 
1948 in Barra.  With an inexperienced team, and 
production delays caused by the weather, Sandy Mackendrick still 
managed to deliver a film.  Disappointment with the rough cut led 
to veteran director Charles Crichton being brought in to fix things.  
Crichton shot more footage in-house and re-edited the film.  He 
claimed later, “All I did was put the confidence back in the film.”  

On its release in 1949 Whisky Galore! became Ealing’s first box office 

Whisky Galore Prompts Lively 
Discussion

by Chris Valley Ban and Donald 
Gillies

For those of you who are 
fans of either Scottish film or 
Turner Classic Movies, Whisky 
Galore! (1949) is right up your 
alley.  I, Chris, am going to 
begin by highlighting some of 
the history of the film and the 
filmmaking context within which 
it was made.  This may make 
you go back and watch the 
film again and again.  Midway 
through this article Donald Gillies 
brings some more personal 
recollections and observations 
about the film and the island 
on which it is set; and then 
we conclude with some points 
shared by others in our Zoom 
discussion of the film on Sunday, 
6 December 2020. 

The history

The film’s director, Alexander 
(Sandy) Mackendrick, was born 
to Scottish parents in Boston, 
Massachusetts, in 1912.  In this 
time of our pandemic, we can 
well appreciate the fact that in 
1918 his father died from the 
lethal Spanish influenza.  His 
mother needed to earn a living 
so, at age seven, he was sent 

James Robertson 
Justice
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success in the American market.  
There it was renamed Tight Little 
Island, due to a more censorious 
view regarding the names of 
alcoholic drinks.  It also ran in 
Canada under this title.  

Its success led to the 1958 
sequel Rockets Galore!, and a 
2016 remake. 

In the end I am left pondering 
director Sandy Mackendrick’s 
statement on the film: “I began 
to realize that the most Scottish 
character in Whisky Galore! is 
Waggett the Englishman.  He is 
the only Calvinist, puritan figure 
– and all the other characters 
aren’t Scots at all: they’re Irish!” 

The island setting

As Chris has observed, the film 
flows from Compton MacKenzie’s 
novel that is based on a real 
incident: the wreck of the S.S. 
Politician on the coast of the 
island of Eriskay in March, 1941.

I have a long personal and family 
connection with Eriskay.  I was 
there for the first time 81 years 
ago, to be baptized by my uncle, 
Father William Gillies, the parish 
priest to the 200 or so Catholics 
on the island.

My uncle served in Eriskay from 
1925 until 1940.  He was in 
another parish at the time of the 
shipwreck.  Compton Mackenzie 
moved to Barra in 1933  – in fact 
he owned the island and he is 
buried there.  He was a guest of 
my uncle from time to time and 
he got to know Eriskay.

In 2004, I went back to Eriskay 
after 65 years, and I have been 
there several times since then.  
It is now overpopulated – there 
is a great demand for housing.  
Some people find it an idyllic 
place.  To me it is barren and 
rocky, but it is easy to get away: 
it is connected by a causeway 
to the adjacent island of South 
Uist.  As well it is quite easy to 
get to Barra by road and ferry.  
And you can fly from Barra 

to Glasgow, Stornoway, and 
Benbecula, en route to the rest 
of the world.  Having also spent 
time on Barra, I can vouch that 
it stands in quite acceptably for 
Eriskay.

The island of Benbecula, by the 
way, was the site of the rocket 
range that is the subject of 
Mackenzie’s 1957 novel Rockets 
Galore!  The rocket troops were 
the Royal Artillery, not the Royal 
Air Force that featured in the 
1958 film of the novel.  They are 
still there.  I am not sure what 
they are doing but there are 
some installations that could be 
tracking stations.  Maybe they are 
still looking for the whisky!  

Eriskay today: it now has gastro 
pub – Am (Gaelic The) Politician.  
It flies the flag of the Harrison 
Line, the company that owned the ship at the time of the wreck.

One special trip in the Western Isles brought me as close to Whisky 
Galore! as I will ever get.  In 2011 I went to Canna, one of the Small 
Isles of the Inner Hebrides, which also include the islands of Rhum, 
Muck and Eigg.  I went to visit the library and archives of John Lorne 
Campbell, the great Gaelic scholar and folklorist.  There, on a shelf 
in the library, was a bottle of whisky from the SS Politician.  It was 
a squat, square bottle, very black, like many bottles that came out 
of the ship’s hold.  The label was illegible.  I was assured of the 
accuracy of this bottle by my friend who organized the visit – a 
former senior director of the National Museums of Scotland.  In 
the presence of the historical icon a moment of reverential silence 
ensued.    

I saw the film for the first time in 1949 or 1950 in Toronto with my 
parents.  It had a North American title: Tight Little Island.  The 
original title wouldn’t mean much on this side of the Atlantic.  I 
remember the word “tight” being a euphemism for “drunk” in those 
days.  That is probably the sense the new title was meant to convey.

My parents were Gaelic speakers, and there were still quite a lot of 
Gaelic speakers in Toronto 70 years ago.  There were at least two 
churches providing services in Gaelic.  My parents belonged to the 
Uist and Barra Society.  The principal language of their gatherings 
was Gaelic.  I remember a great deal of chat and excitement 
about the film.  Lots of our friends were keen to see it, especially 
those from Barra.  It occurs to me after all these years that they 
recognized the world they had left 15 or 20 or 25 years before, and 
had never been back because of the war, the cost of an Atlantic 
voyage, and maybe having no one left in “the old country”, as they 
used to call it. 

My sense is that the Gaelic-speaking and Scottish Highland 
audiences in the diaspora found the film authentic enough to 
accept the various accents they heard and the attitudes they 
saw.   Nowadays, 72 years later, it can be seen to make fun of 
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Story of ‘Whisky Galore’ (1990) is where to find it.

When Chris and Donald finished with their introductions, the sixteen 
participants contributed their own ideas and questions, which ran 
all over the map.  This all-embracing discussion ranged from the 
whisky that appeared in the film to the unexpected topic of the 1692 
massacre at Glencoe.  To simply highlight a few comments would 
exclude some others of equal weight.   It would be best to watch the 
discussion in its entirety.  For this, click here.  

We have decided to briefly mention three topics that came up to 
give a flavour of the interaction: 

• First: In the film was the SS Cabinet Minister real or a model?  
Since this was a low budget production the ship sequence 
was most likely done in studio with a model.

• Second: Does the rèiteach or betrothal ceremony still go on?  
Probably not very often, because the Gaelic-speaking area 
has shrunk.

• Third:  There was clarification on the correct usage of the 
word Gaelic rather than Gàidhlig in English.  As a good point 
of comparison: you would not say you spoke Français, you 
would use French. 

In sum, we hope this will encourage you to join our community 
online and share your thoughts in future Zoom discussions. 

The film can be viewed by going to: https://vimeo.com/334445572   

You may have to paste this link into your browser.

the inhabitants of the island 
of Todday, but also of the 
Englishman Captain Waggett 
and the Excise agents from 
the mainland.  I don’t think it 
could be made today – there’s 
a greater awareness of such 
stereotypes.  I remember 
hearing the word “Teuchter” to 
describe the Gaelic-speaking 
people from the northwest of 
Scotland.  Very offensive, but 
common, when I last lived in 
the Highlands nearly 70 years 
ago.  Teuchter is a Lowland 
Scots word originally used to 
describe a Scottish Highlander, 
in particular a Gaelic-speaking 
Highlander.  Like most such 
cultural epithets, it can be seen 
as offensive, but is often seen 
as amusing by the speaker.  The 
term is often used to convey 
contempt, essentially describing 
someone seen to be uncouth 
and rural.  I wonder if audiences 
in those days saw the islanders 
of Todday as teuchters.

Another personal note: about 
ten years ago I saw the film 
again.  I was surprised and 
pleased to recognize the piper 
at the rèiteach – the betrothal 
party.  He was Neil Angus 
MacDonald, at the time the 
headmaster of the primary 
school in Castlebay, the village 
with the clock tower, that 
features in the film. I got to 
know him about 1954 when I 
went to high school in Inverness.  
He was the headmaster of the 
Catholic primary school and my 
next-door neighbour.

My father knew about rèiteachs 
and the weddings that followed: 
he told me that he was once at a 
wedding, probably in North Uist 
where he worked in the 1920s, 
that went on for three days. 

So, those are my recollections 
and opinions about some 
aspects of the film.  I hope you 
have your own.

If you want to know everything 
about all of this, Roger 
Hutchinson’s Polly: The True 

Some of our participants: Chris is the first person in the top row, 
Donald is the third, and Dana is the second

https://youtu.be/QN-Nyoa1Mws
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is an important part of that environment.  Given that the Old Royal 
Infirmary Building is being converted to house the EFI, Siân will 
touch upon what is being incorporated into the refurbished iconic 
building to contribute to the aims of the EFI.  She will then move to 
the educational environment to be created in response to what it is 
that the EFI wants to achieve.  In this context, the EFI’s educational 
model will be explained.

Siân will then shift her attention to the type of student that the 
University is hoping to attract to the EFI and the emphasis that 
will be placed on interdisciplinary thought, such that the graduates 
of EFI programmes will be truly critical thinkers able to tackle the 
increasingly complex challenges facing our world. 

Mark your calendar now.

Professor Siân Bayne To Talk 
to EDUCT on The Edinburgh 
Futures Institute 

by Simon Miles

On Sunday 28 March 2020, at 
Noon, on Zoom, EDUCT will 
have the opportunity to learn 
about a recent, major addition 
to the University of Edinburgh: 
the Edinburgh Futures Institute.  
We are most fortunate to have 
Professor Siân Bayne as our 
speaker.  Siân is the Director of 
Education at EFI, in addition to 
being the Director of the Centre 
for Research in Digital Education 
in the Moray House School of 
Education and Sport at the 
University.

The EFI has already taken in 
its first students, although 
the first substantial intake 
of both undergraduate and 
graduate students will be in 
2022.  Siân’s talk, entitled The 
Edinburgh Futures Institute: 
Educating Students for a More 
Complex World, will focus on 
what those and future cohorts 
of students need as they enter 
tomorrow’s world.  To give us a 
good understanding as to why 
our University has created the 
EFI, Siân will first give us her 
overview of the future of higher 
education and the philosophy 
of EFI in response to that 
envisaged future.  She will then 
turn to the environment that the 
University is creating to facilitate 
and enable that education to be 
offered.  The physical setting 

Professor Siân Bayne

Architect’s impression of the Edinburgh Futures Institute 

Tell us your news

EDUCT News is always looking for interesting alumni stories 
and news.

We are happy to hear about what’s new with you! Whether 
you have just returned from an interesting trip or have a 
memory you wish to share with your fellow EDUCT Members, 
we would love to hear from you. If you have something you 
would like to share, please contact the EDUCT News Editor, 
Simon Miles at simon-miles@sympatico.ca.

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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Update on Sir Charles Lyell’s 
Notebooks and Access Plans.

by David McClay

Philanthropy Manager, Library 
and University Collections

EDUCT’s support, organisational 
and from individuals, for 
acquiring the Sir Charles Lyell 
notebooks in 2019 was most 
welcome and resulted in a 
great achievement, for which 
again we are pleased to thank 
you all.  The 294 notebooks 
of this famed geologist are 
an outstanding collection not 
only for a better understanding 
of the development of the 
earth sciences, but a broadly 
fascinating insight into 
nineteenth century society 
through a well-travelled 
individual’s life.  The notebooks 
are given context by the 
other Lyell archives held at 
the University of Edinburgh, 
including the Lyell family 
donation of 1927.

Our Lyell archives in the summer 
of 2020 were given a further 
dramatic boost with the free 
allocation by HM Government, 
under the Acceptance In Lieu 
of Inheritance Tax scheme, of 
further papers.  These include 
approximately 640 letters to 
Charles Lyell, 250 written by him 
and 460 family letters, fifteen 
volumes of working copies of 
his books, illustrations, maps 
and other literary papers.  This 
accumulated collection means 
the University of Edinburgh is 
now the established archival 
centre of one of the most 
important nineteenth century 
scientists.

In the unique and challenging 
circumstances of 2020, our 
conservators, curators and 
photographers have been getting 
to know these precious archive 
items.  They are even more 
interesting than we anticipated: 
full of information, documenting 
not just the life and work of a 
great geologist, but revealing in 
detail a fascinating life, including 

his travels to Canada, with wide ranging observations on numerous 
subjects. 

It is a collection we are excited to share.  We have assessed the 
challenge ahead.  The next phase of our access work is to make 
the collection fully accessible.  This involves further curation, 
conservation, cataloguing and photography.  All this activity will, 
over the next couple of years, create and grow Charles Lyell’s World 
Online.  Here we will present not only the notebooks through freely 
accessible high quality images and interpretation, but increasingly 

Portrait of Sir Charles Lyell. Lithograph by Thomas 
Herbert Maguire. Printed by M. & N. Hanhart, c.1849

A few of the many notebooks
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begin this year.  This internal and external funding has met the 
majority of our immediate costs, with a remaining funding need 
of only $225,000CAD to allow us deliver this foundational access 
project. 

If you can help us to reach this goal, your University will be forever 
indebted to you.  

our large Lyell archive of letters, 
scientific, literary and family 
papers. 

This site will also become a 
hub for other Lyell collections, 
resources and activity.  This 
foundational access project 
to make our Lyell archives 
accessible, will in turn, also 
support our ambitions for a wide 
public engagement programme, 
including exhibitions and events.  
We look forward to creating an 
accessible and useable Lyell 
archive, which will be freely 
available internationally to 
students, researchers and the 
curious.

Whilst it will take a few years to 
realise the full potential of the 
Lyell collection, our immediate 
project priorities are clear.  
There will be a range of paid 
student professional placements, 
working alongside professional 
collection staff.  Whilst the 
project will benefit from the 
energy, innovative thinking 
and enthusiasm students bring 
to such roles, this will also 
provide them with an invaluable 
professional experience, more 
vital now than ever.  Initially, 
we plan to engage at least five 
student placements across the 
project, but with additional 
funding potentially many more.

During this crucial foundational 
phase, we will curate, conserve 
and catalogue the full collection, 
digitise the majority of the 
notebooks, begin selected 
photography on the wider 
collection and build a website 
to give access and context to 
this rich collection.  With regular 
developments the year ahead 
will see us sharing more of the 
Lyell collection. 

This foundational project 
requires a total investment of 
$700,000CAD.  The University 
will fund and appoint, from 
January 2021, a dedicated senior 
Lyell curator.  Recent generous 
donations also mean the website 
and conservation work will also 

A page from Lyell’s Notebook No. 4, recording his thoughts, of 1827, 
about Canada’s geology, quadrupeds and buffaloes.  Only later, in 
1845, did he visit Canada 
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Until the Charles Lyell’s World 
Online site launches later this 
year, there are a number of ways 
to keep up to date with our plans 
and progress; online at www.
ed.ac.uk/information-services/
library-museum-gallery/crc/the-
sir-charles-lyell-collection and 
our Blog Through Lyell’s Eyes 
libraryblogs.is.ed.ac.uk/Lyell/ 
or attending one of our online 
events in February (see blog for 
details) and of course I’m always 
delighted to hear directly from 
you at david.mcclay@ed.ac.uk  

Thank you again to EDUCT, both 
the club and individual members, 
for the support in acquiring the 
Lyell notebooks, which, as the 
jewel of our Lyell archives, we 
look forward to sharing online 
with you soon.

Editor’s Note:  EDUCT thanks 
David for this update and 
encourages its members to 
continue to assist this worthy 
cause.  

EDUCT Geography Centenary 
Fund: Good News To Start 
The New Year! 

by Simon Miles

In our last report on the EDUCT 
Geography Centenary Fund we 
noted that the Fund had fully 
recovered from the setback 
suffered in the early Spring, 
when COVID-19 had shrunk the 
economy everywhere.  In this 
reporting period the Fund has 
continued to do exceptionally 
well.  We are delighted to report 
that, as of the end of December 
2020, the total investment in the 
Fund stood at £109,444.  This 
is a significant increase in the 
value of the endowed capital 
since our last report, which 
put the August 2020 value at 
£101,932.  It should be noted, 
however, that, given the period 
of the academic year being 
reported on, there has been no 
payout made. 

Being January, and as is our 

tradition, we thank our donors in the previous year.  This year we 
extend our thanks to the following for their generosity.

• A second generous donation from Fionna Tompkinson of 
Toronto.

• A fourth generous donation from: Len Evenden of West 
Vancouver, B.C.; and,  Fraser Taylor of Ottawa, Ontario.

• A fifth generous donation from: Grant Buchan-Terrell of 
Oakville, Ontario; and, William J. Carlyle and Isobel P. 
Carlyle of Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

• A sixth generous donation from Ann Wilkie of Halifax, Nova 
Scotia. 

• A seventh generous donation from Linda Mason, of Picton, 
Ontario.

• A tenth generous donation from Janette Hannah, of 
Hanover, NH, USA.

• An eleventh generous donation from Simon Miles, of 
Toronto.

• And a twelfth generous donation from David Kemp, of 
Thunder Bay, Ontario.

The impact of their donations will show up in our next report. Our 
thanks are extended to all.

All interested are reminded that the Fund remains open for further 
contributions.  Any assistance you can give to help us get to the next 
very important milestone of £110,000 would be much appreciated 
by all in Edinburgh.  For details on how to donate, and to receive the 
appropriate form for donors from your country, please contact me at 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca 

EDUCT Decennial Endowment Fund: More Good News

by Simon Miles

As is the case with the EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund, when we 
last reported, in September 2020, the EDUCT Decennial Endowment 
Fund had fully recovered from the setback suffered in the early 
Spring of 2020 due to COVID-19.  We are delighted to report that, as 
of the end of December 2020, the Fund’s total investment stood at 
£217,607.  This is a significant increase since our last report which 
put the total investment for the end of August 2020 at £202,672. 

As ever, we remind all who are interested that the Fund remains 
open for further contributions. For details on how to donate, and to 
receive the appropriate form for donors from your country, please 
contact me at simon-miles@sympatico.ca

http://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/library-museum-gallery/crc/the-sir-charles-lyell-collection
http://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/library-museum-gallery/crc/the-sir-charles-lyell-collection
http://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/library-museum-gallery/crc/the-sir-charles-lyell-collection
http://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/library-museum-gallery/crc/the-sir-charles-lyell-collection
mailto:david.mcclay@ed.ac.uk
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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EDUCT’s Board: Paul 
Bradley takes over as 
Communications Director 
from Dana O’Born

by Simon Miles

Dana O’Born has decided 
to step down from EDUCT’s 
Board.  She has been doing an 
admirable job as our Director 
of Communications.  However, 
with growing demands on her 
time at her office, the Council of 
Canadian Innovators, she felt she 
had to step back from EDUCT.  
EDUCT extends its heartfelt 
gratitude to Dana for everything 
she has done for us.

Fortunately, Paul Bradley 
stepped up to take over as 
Communications Director.  Paul 
had been a member of the 
Board from the founding of 
EDUCT in 2002 until he stepped 
down in June 2018 to build 
his own business, which is 
aimed at assisting universities 
around the world improve their 
internet-based communications 

infrastructure.  Since Paul had served not only as President of 
EDUCT, but also as its Communications Director, we know we are 
in good hands.  EDUCT welcomes Paul back to the Board with open 
arms.

Our photographs catch Dana and Paul practising their 
communications skills at an EDUCT Burns Night. 

Gramma’s Guide To Grammar 

by Simon Miles

Your Editor, having acquired a reputation for ‘massaging’ texts 
submitted for publication in EDUCT News, has long been seeking 
a kinder way of offering assistance in getting potentially valuable 
prose to the point of publication.  Over Xmas, my brother-in-law, 
Mark Haworth-Booth, now a full-time writer and sometime gardener, 
sent me the following text that may help a thousand flowers bloom.  
Mark had received it from a friend, who had received it from another 
friend.  It is circulating on the Internet.  We have not been able 
to find the author, but Mark assures me that he or she, although 
unknown, must surely be a modest and distinguished author, and 
we thank him or her for this gift to the world of would-be writers.

• An Oxford comma walks into a bar where it spends the evening 
watching the television, getting drunk, and smoking cigars.  

• A dangling participle walks into a bar.  Enjoying a cocktail and 
chatting with the bartender, the evening passes pleasantly.

• A bar was walked into by the passive voice. 

• An oxymoron walked into a bar, and the silence was deafening. 

• Two quotation marks walk into a “bar.” 

• A malapropism walks into a bar, looking for all intensive 
purposes like a wolf in cheap clothing, muttering epitaphs and 
casting dispersions on his magnificent other, who takes him for 
granite.

• Hyperbole totally rips into this insane bar and absolutely 
destroys everything.

• A question mark walks into a bar? 

• A non sequitur walks into a bar.  In a strong wind, even turkeys 
can fly. 

• Papyrus and Comic Sans walk into a bar.  The bartender says, 
“Get out -- we don’t serve your type.”

• A mixed metaphor walks into a bar, seeing the handwriting on 
the wall but hoping to nip it in the bud.

• A comma splice walks into a bar, it has a drink and then leaves. 

• Three intransitive verbs walk into a bar.  They sit. They 
converse. They depart.

• A synonym strolls into a tavern. 
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• At the end of the day, a cliché 
walks into a bar -- fresh as a 
daisy, cute as a button, and 
sharp as a tack.

• A run-on sentence walks into 
a bar it starts flirting.  With a 
cute little sentence fragment.

• Falling slowly, softly falling, 
the chiasmus collapses to the 
bar floor. 

• A figure of speech literally 
walks into a bar and ends 
up getting figuratively 
hammered.

• An allusion walks into a bar, 
despite the fact that alcohol 
is its Achilles heel.

• The subjunctive would have 
walked into a bar, had it only 
known. A misplaced modifier 
walks into a bar owned by a 
man with a glass eye named 
Ralph.

• The past, present, and future 
walked into a bar.  It was 
tense. 

• A dyslexic walks into a bra. 

• A verb walks into a bar, 
sees a beautiful noun, and 
suggests they conjugate.  
The noun declines.

• A simile walks into a bar, as 
parched as a desert. 

• A gerund and an infinitive 
walk into a bar, drinking to 
forget. 

• A hyphenated word and a 
non-hyphenated word walk 
into a bar and the bartender 
nearly chokes on the irony.

Tracking Covid

by Simon Miles

Dr. Anne Brusby, EDUCT member, sent me this fascinating link to 
a device for tracking the ranking of Covid-19 as a killing disease in 
the world, country by country.  For each country, one can see how 
Covid-19 compares with 25 other common diseases as a cause of 
death.  The data are updated daily.  One can see how Covid-19 has 
grown in significance in most countries and how some countries, 
such as Iceland, seem to have managed to control the prevalence of 
the virus.  The growth in the number of cases is also shown for each 
country.  Although the following link takes one initially to the US 
data, one can select any country.  Go to: 
SELECTED DEATHS VS COVID-19 UNITED STATES

Edinburgh Alumni on Santa’s Naughty List

by Michael Weinberger

As I write this just before Christmas, 
most of Santa’s army of elves are 
working away to design fanciful toys 
and procure sugar-coated, plum-drop 
candies.  However, there is a niche 
brigade of hardened elves plunging 
themselves deep into the night to draft 
the “Naughty List”. 

Although the vast majority of University 
of Edinburgh alumni will wake up to 
goodies and treats, some of us will 
end up on the Naughty List ... and 
wake up to coal.  By the time you read 
this, you will know whether you have 
joined that club.  With an eye to next 
Christmas, and perhaps by way of 
offering a cautionary tale, I thought it 
would be interesting to take note of some 
infamous alumni who have deployed their 
talents to wage war, subjugate the masses, or betray a nation.  

Naughty Boy #1: William Walker

Born in Nashville, in 1824, William Walker was a lawyer.  Some 
would stop right there, lock him up and throw away the key for this 
sin.  (I should note that I say this a graduate of law!)  But alas, 
this shortcoming was just the beginning of his criminal life.  A child 
genius, Walker graduated in law from the University of Nashville 
at the age of 14.  He then went on to study medicine at Edinburgh 
and the University of Heidelberg, ultimately receiving his degree in 
medicine at the University of Pennsylvania, at the age of 19. 

Walker was a supporter of Manifest Destiny, that is, the belief held 
by a good number in America in the earlier part of the 19th century 
that Americans, then from the eastern side of the continent, were 
destined to take over the rest of the continent and indeed move 
into Central America.  This gave rise to the practice of what was 

Michael Weinberger

FAMOUS ALUMNI

https://www.worldlifeexpectancy.com/selected-deaths-vs-covid-19-united-states
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by a group of British colonists based in the Bay Islands, about 
37 miles off the east coast of Honduras, to establish an English-
speaking government in the islands, with the objective of preventing 
Honduras taking control over the islands.  However, Walker was 
captured by the Royal Navy and taken to Honduras, where he was 
handed over to the Honduran authorities.  He was sentenced to 
death and executed by firing squad on 12 September 1860, at the 
tender age of 36.

Naughty Boy #2: Robert Mugabe

Robert Mugabe is one of the many Good Boys who have turned 
bad as power has gone to their heads.  The fact that our University 
conferred on him an honorary doctorate in 1984 for his “services to 
education in Africa”, speaks to the value of his early contributions 
as one of the African leaders assuming 
responsibility for the government of former 
colonies.  Unfortunately, those early efforts 
will count for naught in his legacy; Robert 
Mugabe will be remembered as one of 
Africa’s most infamous dictators. 

Mugabe was the first Prime Minister of 
Zimbabwe after that country emerged from 
the former Southern Rhodesia in 1980.  He 
remained in that office until he became 
President in 1987.  Initially, the transfer 
of responsibilities from white to black professionals in the civil 
service went smoothly.  And although half of the white population 
had emigrated within the first three years of his premiership, white 
Zimbabwean farmers continued to produce excellent results in what 
was known as “the breadbasket of Africa”.  However, by the late 
‘Nineties corruption and political oppression were the hallmarks of 
his government.  Genocide would be added to the list.  In the words 
of Amnesty International, “Opposition supporters suffered torture, 
harassment, intimidation and even death.  Some were disappeared 
without a trace.”  Furthermore, he drove the breadbasket of Africa 
into starvation, and the economy into hyperinflation.

It turns out he was not only on Santa’s Naughty List in his day, but 
on the Queen’s as well.  His honorary knighthood, conferred on 
him in 1994, was revoked by Her Majesty in 2008.  Perhaps she 
had been inspired by the move of our University, in 2007, to strip 
Mugabe of that honorary degree it had conferred upon him in 1984.  
This was the first time that an international figure had ever been 
stripped of an honorary degree from a British university.

Naughty Boy #3: Klaus Fuchs

Klaus Fuchs was known variously as a spy, a theoretical physicist, 
and a communist. Born in Germany in 1911, Fuchs moved to the 
United Kingdom to escape the Nazi regime in 1933.  He received his 
Ph.D. from Bristol, and a D.Sc. from the University of Edinburgh, 
where he worked as an assistant to Max Born, who would go on 
to receive the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1954.  With the outbreak 
of World War II, Fuchs was interned, first in the Isle of Man and 
secondly in Canada.  By January 1941, thanks to Born having 
lobbied for his release, he was back in Britain, again working with 
Born.  He did not stay long in Edinburgh this time.  In May that 
year he was invited to work with Rudolf Peierls, at the University 
of Birmingham, on the British atomic bomb project known as 

then known as 
filibustering, or 
the invasion of 
neighbouring 
states by 
private armies 
in the name of 
conquering the 
territory and 
establishing 
American rule, or 
at least a ruler 

sympathetic to alliance with 
the United States.  Walker’s 
first attempt at filibustering, in 
October 1853, saw him lead a 
group of 45 men to conquer the 
Mexican territories of current-
day Baja California and Sonora.  
He succeeded in capturing 
the capital, and in installing 
himself as the President of the 
Republic of Lower California.  
However, a lack of resources and 
desertions led to his retreat back 
to the United States, where he 
surrendered to the US Army in 
May 1854.  He was put on trial 
in the United States for having 
violated neutrality laws.  But 
a cunning orator he was, and 
the jury acquitted him in eight 
minutes.

Within a year, Walker would 
continue his filibustering 
ways.  In October 1855, at the 
invitation of a revolutionary 
faction in Nicaragua, he sailed 
to that country with a small, 
armed force.  On 12 July 1856 
he was installed as the President 
of Nicaragua.  His government 
was officially recognised by 
US President Franklin Pierce.  
However, after re-instating 
slavery laws, and making 
English the official language, 
he had angered the people to a 
point that a coalition of Central 
American countries, led by Costa 
Rica, defeated him.  He ended 
up surrendering to the US Navy 
in May 1857 and returning to the 
United States.

This was not the last time wee 
Billy would stir trouble in Central 
America. His last sojourn in the 
region was when he was invited 

Robert Mugabe, left, 
with Edinburgh Rector, 
David Steel, in 1984

William 
Walker
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‘Tube Alloys’.  In 1943, Fuchs 
and Peierls joined Columbia 
University staff working on 
the Manhattan Project.  One 
year later Fuchs was sent to 
Los Alamos, where he was 
privy to extremely sensitive 
nuclear information.  After the 
war, he moved back to the UK, 
and became a leading nuclear 
scientist at the Atomic Energy 
Research Establishment at 
Harwell.  However, it turned out 
that he had been leaking top-
secret nuclear research to the 
Soviets ever since 1941, when 
he began work at the University 
of Birmingham.  In 1950, he 
was convicted for espionage and 
stripped of his British citizenship 
(which he had received in 1942).  
He spent 9 years of his original 
sentence of 14 years in Wakefield 
Prison.       Upon his release in 
1959 he promptly moved to East 
Germany, receiving the Patriotic 
Order of Merit, the Order of Karl 
Marx, and the National Prize of 
East Germany.  A naughty boy of 
the West, he was a hero of the 
East.

EDUCT thanks Michael 
Wienberger for this novel 
contribution to our profiles of 
famous alumni. Michael and 
EDUCT are indebted to Wikipedia 
as a source of information for the 
article.

Douglas Jay

by James Hunter 

We have the sad duty to report that EDUCT member, Charles 
Douglas Jay, passed away on New Year’s Day, 2021.

Douglas joined EDUCT shortly after the foundation of our Club in 
2002.  He was a regular supporter of Club events until ill-health 
precluded his attendance.

Douglas was a thoughtful and friendly person whose spirituality was 
immediately obvious to all.  His innate modesty did not permit him 
to talk much about his many academic and pastoral achievements, 
with one exception: he was always happy to discuss his role as 
founding director of the Toronto School of Theology.  In 1969, 
Douglas brought together 
seven theological schools at 
the University of Toronto, 
from Roman Catholic to 
Presbyterian, to begin 
collaborating in the education 
of Church leaders and 
theological scholars.  It is not 
an overstatement to say that 
nothing like this had occurred 
in Christendom since the 
Reformation. 

Douglas grew up in rural 
Ontario, and pursued 
undergraduate studies at the 
University of Toronto.  He 
then enrolled for doctoral 
studies in the faculty of 
divinity (as it was then 
called) at New College, 
Edinburgh.  It is common 
today for young Canadians 
to join other nationalities 
at Edinburgh at what is 
one of the world’s most 
cosmopolitan universities.  
This was a less usual occurrence when Douglas arrived in post-war, 
austere Edinburgh where rationing continued and where coal (the 
main source of heating) was in short supply.  He applied himself and 
obtained his Ph.D. in record time.

Following his return to Canada, Douglas became a lecturer in Logic 
at Queen’s University and progressed ultimately to become Professor 
of Philosophy of Religion and Christian Ethics at the University of 
Toronto where he continued to promote interfaith dialogue.

Douglas Jay was a man who built bridges, not walls.

He was appointed to the Order of Canada in 1988.

Portrait of Dougla Charles Jay, CM. 
Courtesy of the Toronto School of 
Theology

Klaus Fuchs: Photo courtesy of 
The Spectator

OBITUARIES
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He is survived by three children, 
six grand-children and three 
great grand-children.

Douglas Jay was 95.

Bill Howard

by Simon Miles

William (Bill) Howard, Professor 
Emeritus, City and Regional 
Planning, California Polytechnic 
State University, and a Friend 
of EDUCT, died on 29 August 
2020 at the age of 88.  In 2008, 
I was introduced to Bill by Len 
Evenden, then Professor of 
Geography, at Simon Fraser 
University, in B.C.  I was raising 
funds for the first of EDUCT’s 
endowment funds: the EDUCT 
Geography Centenary Fund.  As 
is so often the case, one contact 
led to another and that is how I 
was put in touch with Len. Quite 
extraordinarily, I never met Bill.  
But over the years we came to 
know each other well. He clearly 
valued his time at Edinburgh, 
when pursuing his doctorate, and 
he was a generous supporter 
of the Fund.  One of his thesis 
advisers was Professor J. 
Wreford Watson, the Canadian 
who headed what was then the 
Department of Geography.  Len 
was there as a doctoral student 
at the same time and he and 
Bill became good friends.  For 
some time, Bill and Len had been 
thinking about an appropriate 
way of recognizing Professor 
Watson.  In discussions with 
Professor Charles Withers, 
when he came to talk to EDUCT 
at our Annual Dinner in 2008, 
we agreed that, in addition to 
providing a fund for doctoral 
students, the EDUCT Fund should 
provide a sustainable source 
of funding for the J. Wreford 
Watson Lectures, which had been 
launched some time before but 
lacked adequate funding.  As 
of 2012 the Lecture has been 
offered every other year and now 
attracts an audience of several 

hundred.  EDUCT 
is indebted to Bill 
and Len for helping 
to catalyse that 
initiative.

Although Len 
and Bill met at 
Edinburgh as 
doctoral students, 
as is so often 
the case, upon 
graduation they 
went their own 
ways. It was only 
after many years 
of pursuing their 
separate lives that 
they renewed their 
friendship later 
in life, when time 
allowed for that.  
They had kept in 
touch ever since, 
and it seemed 

fitting to ask Len if he would write an article about his recollections 
of Bill.  That article appears below; it is a very personal account of 
a friendship started at Edinburgh.  It does not purport to cover Bill’s 
life and achievements, but it does convey something of the larger-
than-life character whom I, too, came to know as a good friend.  
Indeed, as I read Bill’s extensive CV, I realized that it would be 
impossible to do justice to his life.  He had a rich career as a leading 
light in academia (he taught in the departments of planning in four 
prominent universities in his time), in the world of consulting, in 
which he had a major influence on a number of settlements in the 
USA, and in the development of urban and regional planning as a 
profession in his country.  Above all, the Bill I knew was an enabler.  
He derived much pleasure from helping his students become familiar 
with the real world of work.  He would recruit them for projects for 
which he was a consultant, watch them grow, and collaborate with 
them years later.  And, seemingly, there were always countless 
projects on the front and back burners.  His enabling hand extended 
to leaders in his profession.  We had a mutual friend in Peter Hall 
who, as a young academic in London, had been Bill’s external thesis 
examiner.  Peter, later Sir Peter, went on to become one of the 
world’s leading figures in the world of urban and regional planning.  
Bill was very pleased to have played a part in ensuring that the 
University of California, Berkeley, was able to enjoy the presence of 
Peter as a faculty member for several years.

Like Len, I will miss those spontaneous calls that came from 
California, the laughter, and the can-do enthusiasm.  One always felt 
much better about the world after a phone call from Bill.  He will be 
much missed.

Bill Howard in his Edinburgh days

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in Toronto? 
Please pass this newsletter on to anyone 

who might be interested
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with US university experience, were a little older than most of the 
candidates.  We had a distinctive presence in the department.  We 
had been attracted to study under Professor J. Wreford Watson, the 
departmental head.  He was a prominent figure in British academic 
geography, a pioneer of the then-emerging field of social geography 
and Dean of the School of the Built Environment.  In addition to 
our research, Watson also made it possible for us to take part in 
the teaching side of the department’s work: experience that was 
to stand us in good stead on returning to Canada and the United 
States.  Members of EDUCT will recall the club’s initiative to endow, 
at the time of the department’s centenary in 2008, a fund to support 
post-graduate research and the J. Wreford Watson Lecture.  This 
was particularly appropriate, given Watson’s interest in Canada, 
the place of his own early career, and a country on which he had 
written extensively as a regional specialist.  Bill, a Friend of EDUCT, 
along with your editor, Simon Miles, also a Watson student, was a 
strong and early voice in promoting that effort to ‘give back’ to the 
university.  And at the department’s centenary celebrations, I had 
the honour to announce, on behalf of EDUCT, the establishment of 
this Fund. 

As my conversations with Bill continued, we found other points 
of contact concerning our perspectives on subject matter.  We 
learned that we had both pursued post-graduate Master’s thesis 
topics in ‘physical geography’, Bill on Colorado pediments and 
myself on the Georgia piedmont.  Further, for our own reasons, 
we had both switched to the study of ‘urban geography’ at the 
doctoral level, ending up at Edinburgh for this work.  Where else 
could we have gone?  Although there were many options for such 
study, Edinburgh was the home place of Sir Patrick Geddes, the 
brilliant late nineteenth century biologist-turned-planner, whom 
some refer to as the ‘father of town planning’.  His son, Arthur, had 
been Professor Watson’s mentor, and was still a member of the 
Geography Department when we arrived.  Within a ten-minute walk 
of the department, then located in High School Yards at the foot of 
Infirmary Street, you can still see traces of Sir Patrick’s work.  His 
experimental urban renewal projects of High Street neighbourhoods, 
and the Outlook Tower, designed to instruct the public in ‘seeing’ 
the townscape in a holistic way, are still pilgrimage destinations for 
planning students.  Edinburgh was the place to be!

During the years following World War II, there was an earnest 
debate in the discipline as to the relationship between the two 
broad divisions of geography’s subject matter, namely ‘physical’ 
and ‘human’.  Although instruction and research in both had always 
been affirmed, specialization was becoming the norm in practice and 
curricula increasingly reflected that tendency.  The dilemma was 
that, with the fragmentation that was arising from the increasingly 
specialized pursuit of in-depth understanding, comprehensive 
perspectives might be sacrificed.  But the world was coming to 
realize the need to pull these approaches together in complementary 
ways and, indeed, it has since been struggling to do so during all the 
years of our careers.  The term ‘interdisciplinarity’ has its proponents 
and, under the publicly acknowledged banner of environmental 
studies, the duality of this debate continues through such refined 
themes as ‘the social’, ‘the economic’, ‘the political’, ‘the cultural’ 
and ‘the historical’; analogously, the physical side comprises various 
approaches from the biological through to the inanimate physical.  
Courses and thesis work in physical geography at one level, followed 
by formal thesis work in urban at the doctoral level, provided depth 

On Knowing Bill: Edinburgh 
University, The Prof, Two 
Post-Grads and EDUCT

by Len Evenden

Professor Emeritus, Department 
of Geography, Simon Fraser 
University, and Friend of EDUCT

The phone rang and a voice 
boomed.  It was Bill, calling from 
California to say that he and 
his wife, Zeljka, were to visit 
Victoria, B.C., for a short holiday.  
Was there a chance that my wife, 
Polly, and I could meet them 
there?  Of course.  We hadn’t 
seen each other for a number 
of years, but Bill was one of 
those people whose company 
you enjoy and, for us, Victoria 
was only a ferry ride away.  We 
met at the Empress Hotel, which 
faces Victoria’s waterfront.  
Conversation and reminiscences 
flowed for a couple of days and 
was resumed frequently by 
phone until a few weeks before 
Bill died.  I am of course talking 
about one Bill Howard, and I 
miss his calls already.  

In the mid-Sixties, Bill and 
I were the only doctoral 
candidates from North America 
in the Geography Department 
at Edinburgh University.  Bill, 
an American with a broad 
educational and professional 
background, and I, a Canadian 

Len Evenden
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to our separate but related 
considerations of integrative 
ideas such as landscape, region, 
(built) environment and, from 
an action-oriented perspective, 
planning and decision-making.  
Setting aside academic 
vocabularies, Bill threw in his lot 
with planning, being the head 
of the Department of City and 
Regional Planning at California 
Polytechnic State University, 
in San Luis Obispo, for many 
years.  The many graduates 
he influenced there will be his 
legacy, while his involvement 
in advising public agencies 
on specific problems, and his 
university ‘extension’ work, 
provided students with a model 
of problem-solving action.

Holding the phones again and 
again, we turned our minds 
back to events of long ago.  Bill 
recalled for me that he had been 
raised in North Carolina.  Shortly 
after returning to Canada from 
Edinburgh in 1966, I had the 
opportunity to spend a term at 
the University of North Carolina 
to conduct research into issues 
of urban and regional centrality 
in that state.  Some fifty years 
later, I sent a copy of the paper 
to Bill, suggesting that after 
such a long interval he might 
be amused.  Perhaps he was; 
perhaps not.  In any case, he 
called me about it.  Having the 
advantage of a long personal 
memory, he read the state-
wide generalizations from the 
perspective of his high school 
years in a small city on the 
coastal plain.  From that point 
in the space-time of his own 
experience, he could still find 
and articulate questions that 
had no answer.  But to pose the 
question was to strike a point of 
contact between us again.  With 
his first degree in history and 
philosophy, his second in physical 
science and his doctorate in 
action-oriented urban geography, 
Bill was always open to further 
discussion.  Where is the point of 
complementarity among ideas?  
At what point do naturally 

occurring materials become useful?  At what point does specialist 
knowledge become general?  Can subject matter, geography here, 
be simultaneously fragmented and coherent?  If things seem right 
at the general level, will they continue to be right at the individual 
or local level?  Is the process mensurable?  In our reminiscences, 
did we just drive ourselves down deep for fun, or to recall the heavy, 
mediaeval ponderings of ‘universals and particulars’?

Bill’s many listed contributions attest to his dedication to 
the understanding of, the planning for, and management of, 
environmental crises and problems as they now face humankind.  
Those who attempt to pull elements of these approaches together 
into coherent and holistic perspectives are sometime dubbed 
‘generalists’.   Bill was happy to be known as a ‘generalist’ in 
background but delighted to be an educator and ‘planner’ in action.  
His energy was always apparent and his memory still enlivens the 
present.

  

Bill and Zeljka on their wedding day

Promoting Your Event
If you are organizing an event or participating in an activity 
that would be of interest to fellow alumni in the GTA, please 
get in touch with our Communications Officer:  
Paul Bradley pauljfrbradley@gmail.com  

You may also join us on LinkedIn or Facebook to submit your 
information directly to participating members through these 
networks.

mailto:pauljfrbradley@gmail.com
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by Simon Miles 

Dana MacPherson

Dana MacPherson is a self-
employed policy development 
researcher.  Until now, she has 
been working primarily on social 
policy issues for public, private 
and non-profit sector clients.  
The impact of COVID-19 on 
youth, addressing HIV/AIDS, and 
supporting transgender persons 
are all recent issues she has 
tackled.  

How did Dana get to where she 
is now and where would she like 
to go next?  

Dana grew up in Burlington, 
where she attended Notre Dame 
Catholic Secondary School.  She 
readily admits that school did 
not turn her on.  On arrival at 
Sheridan College Dana quickly 
moved from an initial flirtation 
with being an artist to a love 
for sociology and psychology.  
She put her head down, studied 
hard and was accepted at the 
University of Toronto to pursue 
an Honours B.A. in Sociology, 
Criminology and Socio-legal 
studies.  She made the Dean’s 
lists and graduated in 2017 
with a High Distinction.  On 
the way, she had received 
two awards for exceptional 
academic achievement from 
New College and another from 
the University of Toronto.  She 
had the opportunity to start 
developing her organizational 
skills in her volunteer work with 
the Undergraduate Sociology 
Students Union.  There, as 
Director of First Year Affairs, she 
led a team of ten to organize 
12 events throughout the year.  
In her third summer she was 
selected to be part of a summer 
course on criminology at the 
University of Oxford.  Being 
based at beautiful Worcester 
College and able to go punting 

on the Isis, when the field trips to London did not take one away 
from Oxford, was clearly a test of Dana’s commitment to her studies.  
Somehow, she pulled it off … with aplomb.  

On graduating from U of T in 2017 Dana landed a job working on 
a one-year research project focusing on helping a company put 
together its web presence and database.  That was in the field of 
military and historical products.  As it is with so many of us, this first 
job out of university did not have what it would take to hold her.  

Dana wanted to pursue her interest in criminology.  That summer in 
Oxford had whet her appetite, and she looked at universities in the 
UK.  She settled on Edinburgh’s Law School to pursue the one-year 
M.Sc. in Criminology and Criminal Justice.  She conducted a study on 
policy responses to homelessness and, for this, had the opportunity 
to work with the police, accompanying them around the city as they 
addressed issues of homelessness, which she found fascinating.  
Another research project exposed her to the impact of the UK’s penal 
policies and practices on the mental health of transgender people.  
And her thesis enabled her to compare the sentencing of young 
offenders in Scotland and in Canada.  It was a rich year academically 
and she graduated with a Distinction.  

Although she gave much time to her studies, Dana was fortunate to 
have been assigned a room in the new O’Shea Residence overlooking 
Arthur’s Seat.  Early resolutions to climb to the top every week fell 

Dana MacPherson at Eilean Donan Castle, with the Isle of Skye in 
the distance

Welcome to Our 
New Members
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by the wayside.  But, yes, she 
did walk up there a few times.  
There was also time to squeeze 
in some travel in the Highlands 
and a trip to Copenhagen.

Since graduating from 
Edinburgh, Dana has been 
conducting the aforementioned 
policy research projects on such 
varied issues as addressing HIV/
AIDS, public sector support 
for transgender leaders, and 
the impact of COVID-19 on 
youth.  While short-term 
contract work offers a variety 
of challenges, and enables 
one to develop a rich array of 
skills in research methods and 
in project organization, Dana 
would now like the opportunity 
to get more involved in a longer-
term programme of change 
aimed at improving the lot of 
the disadvantaged.  She would 
welcome the opportunity to chat 
with EDUCT members who may 
be able to point her in the right 
direction.  She can be reached at 
dana.macpherson57@gmail.com

Bill Campbell

Bill Campbell works in Issues 
Management at Ontario’s 
Ministry of Health.  In addition to 
actually managing issues, Bill is 
spending much time on strategic 
communications.  He has been 
with the Ministry since 2008.

Bill grew up in Scarborough 
and attended Sir Wilfrid Laurier 
Collegiate Institute.  His abiding 
passion was rugby.  He captained 
the school team.  After leaving 
school he played for the Balmy 
Beach Rugby Football Club and, 
later in life, he served as the 
club’s President.  

He opted to go to Queen’s 
University, not because of 
its excellent rugby record, 
but because of his interest in 
politics.  He pursued his B.A. 
(Hons.) in Political Studies, 

while continuing to play rugby for Balmy Beach.  At Queen’s he 
gave much of his spare time to student government.  He ran the 
orientation programme for the Faculty of Arts and Science and in his 
final year was elected Permanent Class President.  Assuming this 
title, however, meant that he was expected to drive ongoing alumni 
engagement and the class reunions every five years.  So far, he has 
delivered.  

After graduating from Queen’s, in 1991, Bill travelled through 
Europe.  He happened to be passing through Edinburgh and decided 
to call in on our University to talk about the programmes available 
in politics.  Sufficiently impressed, he filled out an application and 
organized his professors from Queen’s to submit suitably glowing 
letters of recommendation.  They did.  He was in Switzerland, 
teaching skiing, when he got the news that he had been accepted.  
He entered Edinburgh, to pursue his M.Sc. in European and 
International Politics, in the autumn of 1992.  

Bill found the academic programme very rewarding.  It 
complemented his undergraduate degree well.  And of course he 

mailto:dana.macpherson57@gmail.com
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played rugby; mostly for the 
University’s Second Fifteen, 
but also for the First Fifteen in 
the latter part of his year at 
Edinburgh.  He also rowed, but 
just for recreation.  

Bill graduated from Edinburgh 
in the autumn of 1993 and, 
equipped with a two-year 
working visa, headed for 
London.  He had a job driving 
around London for a company 
specializing in the shipping 
of antiques.  This was doubly 
beneficial: he learnt a lot about 
antiques and he really got to 
know London.  And, of course, 
he played rugby; this time for 
Harrow Rugby Football Club.

Just as the visa was running 
out, Bill exercised his innate 
skill in issues management and 
matriculated in 1995 at the 
University of Oxford to undertake 
a teachers degree at Green 
College.  However, just over half 
way through the programme, he 
knew it was not for him.  Yes, he 
had enjoyed playing rugby for 
the college and for Oxford Old 
Boys RFC, but teaching was not 
to be his future.

Bill arrived back in Toronto in 
the  spring of 1996 and managed 
to get a job as a political staffer 
with the Ontario Government, 
then being led by Mike Harris.  
The job gave him excellent 
hands-on experience in issues 
management, and strategic 
communications dealing with 
the media, key stakeholders 
and elected officials.  He stayed 
in this role until the autumn 
of 2003.  Bill decided to take 
another break.

Following some downtime, with 
his wife serving as a lawyer in 
the private sector, Bill  moved 
into the public sector with the 
Ontario government.   He joined 
the Ministry of Community and 
Social Services in 2004.  He 
assumed responsibilities for 
strategic communications.  In 
2008, Bill moved to what is now 
the Ministry of Health.  There he 

has recently helped support the government’s efforts to address the 
global pandemic and has also played a role  with some of the work 
surrounding the evolution of the new Ontario Health Agency.  

Outside of his day job Bill is still involved in rugby.  One day, he 
happened to be passing a local high school and he saw they were 
playing rugby.  He offered to help and they took him on as a coach 
of the girls junior and senior teams.  In his 13 years coaching there, 
he has seen three of his star pupils go on to become members of 
national teams.  One, Ghislaine Landry, is currently the captain  of 
the Canadian Women’s Sevens team.  Maybe he could have had a 
career in teaching after all!   

Bill had been a member of EDUCT for a while after he returned to 
Ontario in 1996.  He then made the mistake of letting other things 
take over his life and, worse, letting his membership lapse.  EDUCT 
welcomes Bill back and will doubtless be able to come up with some 
issues for him to tackle.

Conflict, Compassion and the Need to Connect

by Ann Wilkie

Colum McCann, Apeirogon, (Toronto: HarperCollins Publishers 
Ltd., Hardback, 463 pages), Cdn. $33.99 

Apeirogon is not a narrative with a beginning, a middle and an 
end.  It is neither fiction nor nonfiction, but an exploration of the 
multiple truths associated with the unending strife in the Middle 

East.  The title refers to a 
geometric symbol with an 
infinite number of sides, 
i.e., limitless, a concept, 
perhaps, that serves as a 
model for thinking about 
conflict, any conflict.  This 
play with mathematics 
intrudes in other parts 
of the text; amicable 
numbers, for example, are 
reflected in Bassam’s prison 
number which facilitated 
his communication with an 
Israeli prison guard and 
enabled an enduring respect 
to evolve between the two.  
The book is divided into 1001 
individual chapters, or shards 
as one reviewer described 
them, some as short as a 
sentence, others extending 
to several pages, and in its 
very structure there is an 
allusion to One Thousand 
and One Nights, the book of 
Middle Eastern folktales.  It 

BOOK REVIEW
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is not necessarily an easy read 
first time through, but it is a 
compelling one. 

Throughout, the author presents 
the reader with apparently 
unrelated tangents, quotations, 
remarks and musings on all 
matters of subjects, including 
Francois Mitterrand’s last meal, 
the working habits of Picasso, 
details of the inventing and 
manufacture of rubber bullets, 
the correspondence that took 
place between Einstein and Freud 
and the enticing taste of coca 
cola in prison. It is tantalizing 
and at times frustrating but, with 
reading, a rhythm appears.

The story is set in the West 
Bank, a place of divided 
geography, a complex history 
and a migratory corridor for four 
hundred species of birds. It is 
the locus of the intractable Israel 
Palestine conflict where armed 
soldiers, roadblocks, curfews 
and rioting are part and parcel 
of everyday life.  As McCann 
comments on the opening page: 
Geography here is everything.  
Roads and walls both divide and 
channel affiliations while the 
terrain and location provide arial 
paths from Africa to Europe for 
avian populations.  Although 
the focus is one day in 2016 
when the protagonists go to a 
meeting of the Parents Circle in a 
Cremisan monastery in Beit Jala, 
through numerous flashbacks we 
witness the events that result in 
the killings of the protagonists’ 
daughters and learn of the 
aftermath.

Apeirogon is a tale of a true-life 
friendship between two men, 
an Israeli, Rami Elhainan, and a 
Palestinian, Bassam Aramin.  In 
1997, Samdar, Rami’s daughter, 
aged 13, turned into a scattered 
human jigsaw by the actions of 
three suicide bombers.  She was 
the granddaughter of a Jewish 
idealist who had grown wary of 
the Occupation and who went 
to meetings at the Knesset 
wearing a pin showcasing a Star 
of David alongside a Palestinian 

flag; Samdar was 
wearing his watch 
when she was 
killed - it was still 
running.  Ten years 
later Abir, Bassam’s 
daughter, aged 10, 
was assassinated 
by a trigger-
happy 18-year-old 
member of the 
Israeli army with a 
M-16 manufactured 
in Samaria, 
North Carolina.  
Coincidentally, 
another Samaria 
is the home of the 
ancient capital of the 
Kingdom of Israel, 
but Abir was killed 
by an American 
gun.  Bassam didn’t 
hate Jews; he 
didn’t hate Israel.  
What he hated was 
being occupied, the 
humiliation of it, the 
strangulation, the 
daily degradation, the 
abashment.  Bassam 
sought to understand 
the history of 
the other and he 
understood that 
people were afraid of the identified enemy because they were afraid 
that their lives might get diluted, that they might lose themselves in 
the tangle of knowing each other.

All Rami sought after his participation in the Yom Kippur War was 
(T)o have a house, a family, to be undisturbed: an Israeli life, 
that’s what he wanted.  He, his wife, a university professor, and 
others in the family were, nevertheless, vehemently opposed to 
the occupation.  Bassam Aramin is a Palestinian scholar, a one-
time political prisoner and a student of the holocaust.  At different 
times and for somewhat different reasons both become members 
of the Parents Circle, a group of fellow bereaved who are united in 
their sorrow and who together seek for a peaceful resolution to the 
conflict.  McCann takes us with them as they attend meetings, give 
lectures, cross border check points and support their families.

2020 has been a year like no other.  But before the year began, 
Colum McCann had written that nobody should keep his foot on 
another man’s neck.  Prophetic?  Bassam was never certain when 
he would encounter a checkpoint, particularly during Ramadan.  He 
kept his hands in view. He knew never to make a sudden move, 
parallels to the inherent apprehension that permeates many driving 
in Canada and the US.  There is violence in all corners of the 
world including close to home.  Many have also been at a loss to 
understand the depth of the emotions and anger that the COVID-19 
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lockdowns have caused.  The 
fear of the unknown, the fear 
of what we cannot control, the 
loss of instant gratification.  The 
anger caused by being told to 
“Stay the blazes home”.  How 
shall we mark the year that has 
been?  With memorials to those 
lost? By buildings?  The Museum 
of the History of Polish Jews in 
Warsaw is a striking masterpiece.  
The Titanic Museum in Belfast 
commemorating a ship lost at 
sea is magnificent.  Auschwitz 
is a major tourist destination 
complete with filled parking lots 
and clicking cameras. 

Desperation and puzzlement as 
how best to commemorate horror 
have resulted in works of beauty, 
intelligence and compassion, 
but also in circumstances of 
crass commercialization.  The 
stoic Epictetus said: “It is not 
what happens to you, but how 
you react to it that matters”.  
Bassam and Rami are real; their 
grief is raw and powerful, and 
McCann invests both with dignity.   
Bassam and Rami gradually 
came to understand that they 
would use the force of their grief 
as a weapon.  This is greater 
than an argument for peace.  
Their only revenge is to make 
peace.  It will not be over until 
we talk to each other.

McCann has written a moving 
symphony of many parts that 
has relevance to each of us 
as we confront the fallout of 
violence, nihilism and the fear 
that stole the headlines in 2020. 

Editor’s Note: EDUCT thanks 
Ann Wilkie, an EDUCT member 
resident in Halifax, for this 
review.  Ann has recently retired 
as VP Environment of CBCL, 
a multidisciplinary consulting 
company in Eastern Canada. 
Ann worked in many parts of the 
world, but not the Middle East.  
She is a graduate of geography 
at Edinburgh.

Treasurer’s Report

Are you a fan of Scottish writing?

Do you enjoy reading novels and non-fiction by Scottish authors? 
How about books about Scotland or Scots? 

If so, EDUCT would welcome your views and opinions for 
publication in EDUCT News. Please contact the EDUCT News 
Editor, Simon Miles at simon-miles@sympatico.ca.

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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Friends of EDUCT
Friends of EDUCT are recognized 
by virtue of the generosity they 
demonstrated when, as non- 
members, they donated to the 
University of Edinburgh through an 
EDUCT-initiated special fund. 

Carlyle Circle Members  
in Canada
EDUCT wishes to acknowledge the 
generosity of alumni and friends 
of the University of Edinburgh who 
have decided to leave a bequest to 
the University in their wills. They 
are recognized by the University as 
Carlyle Circle members. We extend 
our gratitude to each of them. If 
you are a member of the Carlyle 
Circle or know of such members, 
you are encouraged to contact us. 

Honorary Members of EDUCT
Recipients of Honorary Degrees 
from the University of Edinburgh 
who reside in Canada are invited 
to become Honorary Members of 
EDUCT. 

Are You On Our List?
We know of over 240 alumni in the 
Toronto area. As of 31 Jan 2021, we 
have 155 members, most of whom 
are in the Toronto area. If you would 
be interested in joining EDUCT, 
please do not hesitate to contact 
the EDUCT President or the Club 
Treasurer.

EDUCT News is published three 
times a year in January, May and 
September. Please send submissions 
or ideas for articles to the Editor: 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Our thanks go out to:
Alex Sayers Web Solutions for graphic 
design and layout
www.alexsayers.com

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Annual membership fees are due in 
January of each year. 

If you have not yet renewed for 
this year, please send your cheque, 
for $35, payable to EDUCT, and 
marked “membership”, to our 
Treasurer, Sarah Tulley, at: Unit 
411 - 119 Merton Street, Toronto, 
ON M4S 3G5. Or pay by INTERAC 
e-transfer, via educt.treasurer@
gmail.com 

Your promptness in this regard 
greatly lightens the load on our 
volunteer Board and is thus 
much appreciated. Thank you, in 
advance, for your payment. 

Follow us!

Did you know that EDUCT is on Facebook and Twitter? Stay up 
to date with EDUCT events and news at: 

www.facebook.com/EDUCToronto 

@EDUCT1

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Graham Ferguson, President, 
(B.Sc. Hons 1975), 416.605.7074 
graham@ppdeng.com

Sarah Tulley, Treasurer and 
Membership Secretary, (exchange 
student 2005-06), 416.476.9575 
sarahetulley@gmail.com

Simon Miles, Past President and 
Editor of EDUCT News, (M.A. Hons 
1962), 416.466.8793  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Paul Bradley, Past President and 
Communications,    
(B.Sc. Hons 1982), 416.464.9771 
pauljfrbradley@gmail.com 

Chris Valley Ban, Immediate 
Past President, (M.Sc. 1990), 
416.489.2011  
chrisban@bell.net

Victoria Crewe-Nelson, Past 
President, (LL.B. 1999), 
416.277.0194  
vcn117@gmail.com 

Alan Pearson, Past President, 
(LL.B. Hons 1971), 416.237.9874 
apearson@bell.net

mailto:pauljfrbradley@gmail.com
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