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Issue 57 September 2021

Message from the President Upcoming Club and Alumni Events

Hopefully everyone has enjoyed 
the summer despite the restric-
tions and is looking forward to 
a pleasant Fall.  I was hoping to 
have good news about finally get-
ting to grips with Covid but, given 
the Delta variant and many still 
unvaccinated people, we are now 
in the fourth wave and pushing 
normal times further away.
In the meantime we will continue 
on Zoom.  Our first meeting in 
October is with Michael Russell 
talking about Scottish Indepen-
dence, which I am sure will be 
both interesting and provoca-
tive.  Further details of this and 
other meetings are detailed 
in the newsletter.  Do note we 
have changed the dates of some 
events.
Despite the rising numbers we 
are still hoping to have our Burns 
nightcap as usual in January and 
in-person, which should be pos-
sible once the Province gets the 
vaccine passport up and running.  
I am looking for volunteers to 
participate and would really like 
as many new people as possible 
to step forward to take part in 
this fun event.  Please email me 
if you are interested at graham@
ppdeng.com. 
I would like to thank everyone for 
continuing to support EDUCT and, 
as ever, if you have yet to pay 
your membership fee for 2021, 
please see p. 27 for details.  Keep 
safe!
Graham Ferguson

The Newsletter of the Edinburgh University Club of Toronto [EDUCT]

OUR RESPONSE TO COVID:  Current plans are that, until the end 
of 2021, our events will be on Zoom.  Commencing with our Burns 
Night event, our tentative plans are to have in-person events.  As 
usual, nearer the time, there will be more details provided for any 
one event.

Perspectives on Scottish Independence
When:  Sunday, 3 October 2021, Noon.
Where:  On Zoom.
Details:  Our speaker, Michael Russell, has been active in Scottish 
politics for the last 40 years, holding several posts in the Scottish 
Cabinet, most recently as Cabinet Secretary for the Constitution, 
Europe and External Affairs, and earlier overseeing Education and, 
before that, the Environment. He retired as the Scottish Parliament’s 
member for Argyll and Bute in May but remains the President of the 
SNP and is also the Political Director of the Party’s Independence 
Campaign. An Edinburgh graduate and a part-time Professor in 
Scottish Culture and Governance at Glasgow University, Mr. Russell will 
reflect upon such questions as: the impact of Brexit on Scotland, other 
devolved nations and the UK as a whole; whether motivations for a 
second referendum differ from those of the first; how Scotland would 
fare financially if it were independent within the EU; and, whether 
there are any other viable structural and constitutional changes which 
might win majority support in Scotland and be acceptable to any UK 
Government. 
Cost:  $5.00 for members and guests.
Info:  Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca   416-466-8793

The Edinburgh Seven: Their Campaign for a Fair Field and No 
Favour
When:  Sunday, 5 December 2021, Noon. 
Where:  On Zoom.   
Details:   Jo Spiller, our speaker, was a member of the University’s 
team that organized the formal recognition of the Edinburgh 
Seven, in 2019, on the 150th anniversary of their being the first 
female students to matriculate at any university in the UK.  They 
matriculated in medicine, and completed their course work, but were 
prevented from graduating.  They waged an endless campaign to 
gain recognition for their cause.  It paid off for later generations.  
National legislation was passed in 1877 to allow women to study at 
a university.  Edinburgh allowed women to graduate in 1894, and 
two years later the first female doctors graduated.  Ms. Spiller will 
explore the forces that shaped the campaign, notably: the larger 

MEMBERSHIP FEES:
Membership fees for 2021 were due in January.  

If you have not yet renewed, please see page 27 for details.
We now take INTERAC e-transfers.
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societal context within which the campaign was staged; the power 
relations within the University; and, the tensions between ’town 
and gown’.  She will also introduce us to some of the creative and 
inspiring initiatives that have sprung from the posthumous formal 
awarding of degrees to the Edinburgh Seven in 2019. 
Cost:  $5 for paid-up members and guests.
Info:   Natalia Modjeska, nmodjeska@gmail.com  416-647-505-
7026

The 2022 Burns Nightcap                             
When:   Thursday, 20 January 2022, 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm (5 days 
before Burns). 
Where:  The Duke of Kent, on Yonge Street, east side, at 
Roehampton Avenue, just north of Eglinton Avenue East.  Parking 
underground across Yonge, or surface lot on Roehampton.
Details:   Currently, this is planned as our return to in-person 
events.  All are part of the entertainment. 
Cost:  TBA … likely about $45 to $50 for members and guests
Info:  Graham Ferguson, graham@ppdeng.com   905-880-0153 or 
416-605-7074 

Why Hire An Architect? 
When:  Sunday, 27 February 2022, 2:00 pm. 
Where: TBA. In central Toronto.
Details:  Anna Voineskos, architect and EDUCT member, will be 
the lead speaker and make clear when and why it is wise to hire an 
architect for residential work.  Anna will be followed by five EDUCT 
members, each of whom will bring differing perspectives to the 
discussion:  Fiona Tompkinson, who hired an architect to build an 
ultra-modern home; Alan Pearson, who hired a technologist to build 
a new home; Robin McLernon, who has moved into a renovated 
home; Dana O’Born, who has renovated part of her home, without 
an architect; and Graham Ferguson, an engineer, who has built and 
renovated his own homes, without calling upon an architect.
Cost:TBA.
Info:  Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca   416-466-8793

EDUCT Annual Dinner
When:    Friday, 1 April 2022, 6:30 pm. 
Where:   The Great Hall, The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, 
Toronto.
Details:   David McClay, Philanthropy Manager, Library & University 
Collections, University of Edinburgh, will be our after-dinner speaker. 
David’s theme will be The University Collections. 
Cost:  TBA … likely about $95 for members and guests.
Info:  Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca   416-466-8793

Annual General Meeting 
When:  Sunday, 29 May 2022, at 1:00 pm.
Where:  TBA.   
Details:  There is no charge for the AGM. 
Info:  Graham Ferguson, graham@ppdeng.com   905-880-0153 or 
416-605-7074 
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degree programmes.  This enabled more students to develop an 
appreciation of how their interests and potential career activities 
would be of relevance to climate change initiatives.  There were 
also Masters Degrees dedicated to addressing capacity building and 
skills development in climate change.  They were offered with other 
departments of the University and focused on Carbon Management, 
Carbon Finance, Carbon Capture and Storage and, the Global 
Environment and Climate Change Law.  Two more were added over 
time: on Energy, Society and Sustainability; and, on Marine Systems 
and Policy.

Students were given access to leading businesses, community 
leaders and policy makers.  And considerable emphasis was placed 
on getting information out to the public.

ECCI expanded its activities over time and now has a sizable staff 
headed by the Executive Director, Professor David Reay, and Co-
Director, Kate Crowley.  Institutionally, it is a centre of excellence 
within the School of Geosciences.

This year the University has greatly enhanced its profile with respect 
to climate change.  Again in response to the mood of the time, the 
name of ECCI has been changed to the Edinburgh Climate Change 
Institute.  And building on ECCI’s work and reputation the University 
has established, within ECCI, the Edinburgh Earth Initiative (EEI).  
On 1 July this year Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, accompanied by 
the University’s Chancellor, The Princess Royal, and the University’s 
Principal, Peter Mathieson, unveiled a plaque at ECCI to mark 
‘the University’s renewed commitment to lead climate action both 
locally and globally’.  You can read more about ECCI here  https://
edinburghcentre.org

The Queen’s visit was also the occasion for the University to 
announce the forthcoming establishment of the EEI.  Its formal 
launch will take place in the late summer, prior to the UN COP26, 
the climate change conference to be hosted by the UK in Glasgow, 

The University of Edinburgh 
and Climate Change

by Simon Miles 

As EDUCT members suffered 
from the extreme heat of the 
hottest July on record, they 
may have wondered what our 
alma mater is doing to move 
governments, the private 
sector, and citizens to speed 
up the transition to a net-zero 
emissions world.  As is the case 
in many universities around the 
world, the University has long 
been conducting research on 
climate.  However, it was in 2010 
that the University established 
an institutional focus for its 
work on climate change when 
it established the Edinburgh 
Centre on Climate Change.  
This was written up in our 
newsletter of September 2010.  
The ECCC was innovative for 
its time.  The Centre provided 
a physical and virtual hub that 
fostered a collaborative approach 
between academia, business and 
government in order to come 
up with solutions to climate 
change.  In keeping with its aims 
and modus vivendi, the Centre 
was established as a cooperative 
venture between the University 
of Edinburgh, other academic 
institutions in Edinburgh, such 
as Heriot Watt University and 
Edinburgh Napier University, 
and business and government 
partners.  It was led by the 
dynamic, young Professor Andy 
Kerr.  And it was housed in a 
very modern extension of the 
University’s High School Yards 
building, incorporating all of 
the features one would expect 
to find in an energy-saving 
structure.

Somewhat surprisingly, but 
sensitive to the mood of the 
time, the Centre soon modified 
its name to become the 
Edinburgh Centre for Carbon 
Innovation (ECCI).  It offered 
Masters degree courses that 
could be incorporated into 
a broad range of Masters 

Her Majesty The Queen and Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal 
visited the University’s newly-named Edinburgh Climate Change 
Institute on 1 July 2021

https://edinburghcentre.org
https://edinburghcentre.org
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from 1 to 12 November 2021.  
The EEI is described as a 
project that will boost global 
leadership on the adaption to 
and the mitigation of climate 
change. The EEI will be a focal 
point for the University’s world-
leading teaching and research 
on climate, and will emphasize 
support for global partnerships 
to deliver climate solutions.  It 
will also offer scholarships for 
students from communities most 
at risk from climate change, 
to better investigate ways to 
combat its effects.  The initiative 
will focus on four key climate 
change challenges: the future of 
energy; sustainable lands and 
seas; health in a warmer world; 
and, socially just transitions.  
You can read more about EEI 
here   https://www.ed.ac.uk/
edinburgh-earth-initiative

Why Hire An Architect?

by Anna Voineskos

It is recognized by psychologists 
that one of the most important 
stressors in our life is embarking 
on the adventure of renovating 
or adding an extension to 
our house, or building a new 
house.  And that adventure 
becomes even more stressful if 
one is living in the house while 
renovating it.  

Recognizing that it is therefore 
wise to enter down this path 
knowing a thing or two about 
the process, EDUCT’s Board 
and I came to the conclusion 
that it could be very helpful to 
EDUCT members if we were to 
have a discussion of the major 
decisions one may have to make 
when undertaking a building or 
renovation project including, but 
by no means confined to, whom 
one should hire to guide one 
through the undertaking.

Homeowners are usually 
involved in only one or 
two building projects in 
their lifetime.  Thus it is 
not surprising that most 
people are not aware of 
the timeframes and the 
complex nature of the 
processes involved in 
arriving at an inspiring and 
functional design, obtaining 
all the approvals called 
for, and undertaking the 
construction.  And, on top 
of this, not surprisingly, 
governmental involvement 
in overseeing individual 
projects is expanding.  
Thus, in the last three 
decades, approvals that 
were routine back in the 
‘Seventies and ‘Eighties 
have now become much more complicated.  An important example 
of the new complexities is that the designer has to show all 
calculations for energy efficiency design.

To take advantage of the rich experience of a number of EDUCT 
members, we have arranged for our event to bring together six 
members, each with differing experiences and perspectives.  The 
key decision as to whether to hire an architect, or a technologist, or 
an engineer, or no professional expert whatsoever, depends on the 
complexity of the project, the legal implications involved relating to 
the level of responsibility, liability and insurance requirements that 
need to be taken into account.  As an architect, with considerable 
experience in designing homes, extensions, renovations, schools 
and medium-size buildings, I have offered to be the lead speaker.  I 
shall introduce the discussion of the qualification requirements of the 
“Person engaged in the business of providing Design Activities to the 
Public” according to Ontario Building Code 3.2.4.  I shall also raise 
the other big questions that anyone embarking on a major project 
has to address.  

We shall then hear from our five panellists on their experiences. 

Fiona Tompkinson, who recently bought an old semi-detached 
house, knocked it down, but for three walls, and built a new house 
using a licensed architect.  She will comment on why they took the 
approach they did, what she particularly values of the new design 
and how the architect contributed to making things work, according 
to her needs.

Dana O’Born, who has recently bought a house and renovated 
the basement.  She did not use an architect, but will report on how 
her design worked out, and what she learned from overseeing the 
contractors. 

Alan Pearson, who bought a bungalow and planned to create a 
small upstairs.  The project turned into a “demolish and rebuild”.  
The architectural technologist engaged by the builder to do the 
smaller project ended up doing the drawings for the new house.  

Anna Voineskos

https://www.ed.ac.uk/edinburgh-earth-initiative
https://www.ed.ac.uk/edinburgh-earth-initiative
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Alan will report on how this has 
worked out.

Graham Ferguson, as an 
engineer, had built his own home 
in the UK before deciding to 
emigrate.  He has done major 
industrial building/renovation 
works here, without the aid of 
an architect.  He remodeled and 
largely rebuilt his current home, 
again without the assistance of 
an architect.  He will report on 
why he took this approach.

Robin McLernon, who has 
recently bought a renovated 
house and is finding out what 
works well (and why) and 
whether anything could have 
been better done.  Having 
listened to the other panelists, 
she will also comment on 
whether she may look at her 
house differently now.  

The event, likely to run for two 
hours, will be held on Sunday, 
27 February 2022, at 2:00 pm.  
Since we expect this will be the 
second of our in-person get-
togethers, with our Burns Night 
being the first, we will announce 
the location nearer the time.  But 
do mark your calendars now.

EDUCT Decennial Endowment 
Fund: Updating of the MOU 
Governing the Fund is 
Completed

by Simon Miles

The Fund has continued to do 
well in the reporting period.  As 
of the end of July 2021, the total 
investment in the Fund stood at 
£237,774, up from £222,598 at 
the end of April 2021.

EDUCT is also delighted to 
announce that the discussions 
with the University, with respect 
to the extensive rewriting of 
the Addendum to what will 
henceforth be known as the 
Gift Agreement between EDUCT 
and the University pertaining 
to the governance of the 

EDUCT Decennial Fund (EDF) and the scholarships it supports, 
was finalized on 20 August 2021.  Prior to the amendment, the 
EDF was supporting up to four undergraduate students in any 
one year, with each student receiving a bursary of £1,000.  The 
bursary was tenable for the duration of the undergraduate study 
period.  As of this September, EDUCT will be still be supporting 
one student with a bursary of £1,000, but will also be supporting 
two other undergraduate students with what will now be known as 
EDUCT Decennial Scholarships.  These will be worth £3,000 a year.  
The EDF will provide £1,500 per scholarship and the University 
will match this amount.  As with the bursaries, the scholarships 
will be tenable for the duration of undergraduate study.  At such 
time as the current student receiving the bursary of £1,000 p.a. 
graduates, a third student will be supported at the level of £3,000.  
Considerable attention had to be given to ensuring the sustainability 
of both the annual payout from the EDF and the purchasing power 
of the endowed capital in constant sterling.  Alan Pearson, with his 
professional accountancy skills, joined me in the negotiations and 
proved invaluable. 

As ever, we remind all who are interested that the Fund remains 
open for further contributions. For details on how to donate, and to 
receive the appropriate form for donors from your country, please 
contact me at simon-miles@sympatico.ca

EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund: Good News and Sad News

by Simon Miles

Like the EDUCT Decennial Fund, in this reporting period the Fund 
has continued to do well.  We are pleased to report that, as of 
the end of July 2021, the total investment in the Fund stood at 
$121,019, up from £112,175 at the end of April 2021.

The good news is that we are pleased to provide details of the 
research of one of the two doctoral students, Josep Almudéver 
Chanzà , who has enjoyed financial support from the Fund this year.  
This article follows below.

The sad news is that Elizabeth Telford, the other doctoral student 
receiving support from the Fund, recently lost her mother.  We 
extend our heartfelt condolences to Elizabeth and look forward 
to being able to interview her and report on her work in the near 
future.  

All interested are reminded that the Fund remains open for further 
contributions.  Any assistance you can give to help us get to the 

Follow us!

Did you know that EDUCT is on Facebook and Twitter? Stay up 
to date with EDUCT events and news at: 

www.facebook.com/EDUCToronto 

@EDUCT1

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
http://www.facebook.com/EDUCToronto
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no requirements for further elaborations or modifications.  This is 
unusual, and Josep was feeling on top of the world.  He was most 
grateful to EDUCT for the financial support it had provided him; it 
had enabled him to spend that extra time on refining and polishing 
his thesis and that extra effort had paid off.  

The thesis is a complex one and to better understand what was 
driving Josep to pursue his line of enquiry, it is helpful to learn more 
about Josep’s life leading up to his doctoral studies.  Josep is an 
interesting character; he is very open about his life and he is very 
self-reflective.

Josep grew up in a village outside the city of València, a thriving port 
in eastern Spain.  His father was a farmer growing oranges.  There 
is also a local cooperative, which helps the farmers get a fair price 
for their produce, and both parents were active in it.  And there is a 
local factory processing the oranges, where his mother worked.  The 
factory was an important employer in the area.   One has an image 
of an economic ecosystem functioning as a tight-knit community.  
And that is how it was well before Josep was born in 1978.  But by 
the late ‘Sixties and early ‘Seventies a number of new factories had 
appeared on the scene.  A Ford assembly plant was one of them.  
They provided alternative employment outside the village.  They 
were a product of the short-lived industrial revolution of the ‘Sixties 
that was marked by its promises of modernity and full employment, 
and its failures to deliver.  

The community in which Josep grew up was very religious, as was 
his family.  However, in his late teens Josep moved away from 

next very important milestone 
of £130,000 would be much 
appreciated by all in Edinburgh. 
For details on how to donate, 
and to receive the appropriate 
form for donors from your 
country, please contact me at 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca 

Doctoral Research Supported 
by the EDUCT Geography 
Centenary Fund 

by Simon Miles

This year, the ninth year 
for awards from the EDUCT 
Geography Centenary Fund, 
the award was made to two 
post-graduate students: Josep 
Almudéver Chanzà and Elizabeth 
Telford.  Tragically, shortly before 
I was to interview Elizabeth, she 
lost her mother.  Our thoughts 
are with Elizabeth and we wish 
her the very best for regaining 
her strength after this tragedy.  
We shall report on her research 
in due course.  However, I have 
worked with Josep to provide the 
following capsule summary of 
his life and his doctoral research 
in order to give donors to the 
Fund a good sense of what they 
are helping to make possible.  
Support for Josep and Elizabeth 
brings to seventeen the total 
number of students who have 
enjoyed support from the EGCF.

Josep Almudéver Chanzà

Josep Almudéver’s Ph.D. thesis 
is entitled (Re)Inventions 
and (Dis)Continuations of the 
Catholic Tradition: Community-
Making in a Spanish Village.  His 
research charts the return and 
reimagining of public religious 
expressions in a village in 
València, eastern Spain.  When 
I spoke with Josep in June he 
had just satisfied his examiners, 
in that all-important viva that 
every doctoral candidate has to 
go through in order to complete 
the requirements for their 
degree, that he had done a good 
job on his thesis.  There were 

Josep Almudéver Chanzà

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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explored the options for pursuing his doctorate he had the good 
fortune to come into contact with Professor Julie Cupples, a human 
and cultural geographer at the University of Edinburgh, who is also 
a media scholar.  In all that reading, Josep had read about her 
work.  He was delighted when she agreed to take him on as a Ph.D. 
student.  He enrolled in 2017.  He knew that he wanted to conduct 
his studies on people in his community back in the village in Spain.  
More particularly, he wanted to understand more about the interest 
of older women in religion.  However, shortly after he returned to 
his village for fieldwork, his mother had a bad fall and Josep had 
to spend much of the day caring for her.  This had the effect of 
shifting his focus of interest to care, gender and the role of women 
in society.

During his fieldwork, Josep spent much time observing and talking 
to women in his village.  In a paper entitled “Gossip and godly 
work: devotional labour and cartographies of care in Spain”, that 
was published in April this year in the Journal Gender, Place and 
Culture, Josep provides insights into how a group of 15 women in 
this community have performed an ongoing service of caring as part 
of their way of expressing their spirituality.  The women are part of a 
devotional group called a confraria (that is, a sorority).  As such, the 
women are confrares.  The group comes across as very organized.  
They know exactly who needs help, where, and what resources they 
can bring to bear on the easing of any needy person’s situation.  As 
a geographer, Josep is particularly interested in how the women are 
constantly sharing information about people and places, through 
gossip, and mentally recording this in their minds in the form of 
mental maps.  But occasionally these mental maps are committed to 
paper and can be brought out to facilitate the planning of an annual 
festival.

He also underscores how this informal network is operating as a 
Catholic devotional group in parallel to the position of the male-
centred formal Catholic Church authorities.  The local priest 
representing the church is seemingly very out of touch with his 
community.  

Despite the disregard for the formal Catholic Church position with 
respect to helping the needy, the confraria owes its origins, in 2003, 
to the nomination of women, by the local priest and a senior woman 
in the church, to a group to assist in the ongoing festive devotion to 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel.  

One of the prime functions of this group of women is to make torró, 
a local delicacy made of peanuts, honey, cinnamon and lemon.  The 
15 women meet every month for a very demanding day to produce 
what appears to be a massive amount of torró.  They are also 
responsible for selling the torró.  The money raised helps to fund the 
annual festival, the church and local charities.

Josep is also attempting to convey how the women in this 
community are far more in touch with their community and doing 
a far better job of providing greater spiritual support for the needy 
than is the Catholic Church.

That paper forms one chapter of his thesis.  More generally, the 
thesis explores how the laity, in particular women and gay men, 
are finding ways of reintroducing public expressions of religion in 
public spaces.  Those whom the Catholic Church has historically 
marginalized, such as sexual and gender minorities, are fighting to 

religion because of his sexuality.  
Catholic doctrine still deems 
homosexuality as sinful.  When 
he was told by his catechists that 
being gay and being Catholic 
were not compatible, he moved 
away from his faith.  He attended 
the University of València and 
received his B.Sc. in Nursing in 
1999.  The UK was desperately 
in need of nurses and Josep 
moved to England where he 
was immediately employed in 
a hospital in Kingston.  Living 
in another country, free from 
the strictures of a closely-knit 
community, he was able to be 
himself.  And yet, as so many 
immigrant Canadians know, one 
is torn between this freedom of  
one’s new country and the desire 
to re-engage with the one’s own 
culture and so much that one 
does identify with.  He did go 
back for visits and did experience 
this dilemma. 

However, he continued to work 
in England, moving from nursing 
in 2003 to teaching English as a 
second language for ten years 
in a secondary school, starting 
part-time work in a library in 
2005, which lasted seven years, 
and part-time studies to earn 
his B.A. (Hons) in Philosophy 
at Roehampton University in 
2007.  By 2009 Josep had 
started a degree in Continental 
Philosophy.  He earned his 
M.A. from Kingston University 
in 2011.  The Master’s was 
intended to be an opportunity 
to lay the groundwork for a 
Ph.D. in Philosophy.  Instead, it 
made him more conscious of his 
interest in talking to people to 
learn more about their cultures, 
interests and motivations.  So 
while he was thinking about 
what he might delve into for his 
Ph.D.,   he continued working 
in academic libraries, which 
were splendid for sating one’s 
curiosity.  

In 2014, his partner was offered 
a job in Edinburgh and Josep 
found a job at Queen Margaret 
University’s library.  As he 
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Enhancing Canada’s Global Competitiveness in a Digital 
Future: A Smart Recent Move

by Dana O’Born 

Editor’s Note: Recently, your Editor was alerted to Dana O’Born’s 
contribution to the debate on protecting the intellectual property of 
Canadian companies.  She kindly accepted our invitation to elaborate 
on the challenge facing our companies and the recent contribution of 
the Government of Canada in creating a better operating environment 
for them.  Dana is an Executive at the Council of Canadian Innovators.  
She graduated in 2009 from the Accelerated Law Programme of the 
Law School at the University of Edinburgh.

As the global race for 
market advantage 
continues to grow in the 
digital age, companies 
like Google and Tesla 
have strategically 
positioned themselves 
by managing their 
intangible assets.  What 
are intangible assets?  
Well, collectively 
they are known as a 
company’s Intellectual 
Property (IP) portfolio 
– which can include 
anything that one 
cannot actually touch 
that is protected, or 
protectable, by property 
rights.  Examples of 
these intangible assets 
include: important 
elements of a company’s 
identity, like its 
brand, which can be 
protected through copyright; and, trademarks and ideas which are 
commercialized, which can be protected through the strategic use of 
a patent. 

These elements are all integral to a company’s freedom-to-operate 
(FTO), which is defined as its right to use, test, market, or sell a 
product or service without infringing on the IP rights of another 
person or company.  In a world where more than three million patent 
applications are filed annually, a smart FTO strategy is the difference 
between becoming a $10 million company and becoming a global giant.  
When an expanding company is seeking FTO globally, a domestic-only 
strategy is insufficient.  Each country can have its own rules to govern 
foreign and domestic IP, tipping the scales to favour the interests of 
that country’s companies.  This calls for innovative Canadian firms to 
be intentional when commercializing globally. 

Beyond enabling commercialization, a distinguished corporate IP 
strategy also enables the enforcement of that company’s ownership 
rights pertaining to its own intangible assets, including its patents, 
copyrights, trademarks, trade secrets and contracts.  The last two 
decades have seen a rapid rise of patent filings across all industries 
and sectors, and especially for key emerging areas such as blockchain, 

get the space to express their 
faith.  

Of the findings from his 
research, two stand out with 
respect to the future of religion.  

Firstly, Josep argues that, 
although secular theorists have 
foretold the death of religion, 
and especially in public places, 
this is not the case.  There are 
pressures to bring religious 
expression back to public places.

Secondly, religion is being 
democratized.  It is being 
organized by the laity.  Some 
priests are increasingly 
disinterested in public religiosity 
(as in processions and flower 
offerings) and thus they are 
becoming less relevant to 
religious practice by religious 
people.   

Now that he has his Ph.D. (well, 
yes, the actual ceremony has 
yet to take place), Josep hopes 
to be able to find a university 
post conducting research and 
teaching.  He would like to 
explore such themes as the role 
of religion in public life, how 
religions can co-exist, and how 
religion and sexuality intersect.  
Highly topical subjects right now.  
EDUCT wishes Josep well in his 
search for the perfect job!

The Story Behind EDUCT 

“EDUCT” is intended to 
form the acronym for the 
Edinburgh University Club 
of Toronto. “Educt” is a 
word which means, in the 
language of chemists: 
“A body separated by 
decomposition from 
another.” In addition, there 
is “e-duct”, an electronic 
channel, which seems 
appropriate for all of our 
members receiving EDUCT 
News via e-mail.

Dana O’Born
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artificial intelligence (AI) and 
machine learning.  For example, 
there have been 226,000 AI 
patents filed worldwide since 
2000, with Microsoft leading the 
race with 697 world-class patents 
classified as having a significant 
competitive impact.  Intangible 
assets have a direct impact on 
wealth and power at both the firm 
level and nationally, which is why 
smart, innovative countries focus 
on owning and then protecting 
these assets inside their firms.

For some time, Canada has fallen 
far behind other economically 
advanced countries in this 
respect.  In 2021, Bloomberg’s 
Innovation Index ranked Canada 
23rd behind Slovenia in terms 
of innovation outputs (i.e., the 
economic benefits reaped from 
innovation inputs). In this new 
digital age, these things matter. 

As Canadian companies evolve 
from a start-up to a scale-up – 
that is, a high-growth company 
that is revenue-positive and 
commercializing ideas in global 
markets – their IP requirements 
change.  Early-stage start-ups 
often face fewer consequences 
from infringing upon others’ IP 
because they are too small to be 
targeted by aggressive IP owners 
and enforcers.  Once a company 
begins to expand globally, it risks 
running into stiff competition and 
becoming the target of predatory 
IP actions by competitors or 
indolent non-practising entities, 
often referred to as ‘Patent 
Trolls’.  Successful companies 
that effectively navigate global 
markets have sophisticated IP 
strategies underpinning their 
growth. 

For a long time, innovators have 
been calling on governments 
in Canada to develop new 
toolkits to help them to take 
their ideas global.  One recent 
initiative launched by the federal 
government is the Innovation 
Asset Collective (IAC).  The 
IAC facilitates a consortium of 

Canadian companies to work together to generate, acquire and pool 
strategic IP assets, and in return receive rights to the use of those 
assets and thus protection against lawsuits.  In the long run, this 
helps organizations save costs and eliminate licensing fees that would 
otherwise be paid by companies that work together.

American companies have been advancing FTO strategies for decades 
and have been heavily supported by their governments to create some 
of the world’s most valuable IP-driven firms.  Canada’s new offerings 
through this collective will increase FTO for high-growth Canadian 
companies while also providing education and support, thus ensuring 
that early-stage companies understand and prepare for the risks and 
opportunities that IP brings.  Participating companies will receive 
guidance on strategy, help with recognizing and protecting valuable IP 
and data, and support as they expand their FTO. 

As more Canadian firms scale-up and receive international attention 
for their breakthrough innovations, they will require more sophisticated 
approaches to collecting economic rents on their ideas. The new IP 
collective has great potential to elevate Canada’s innovation outputs 
and set domestic innovators up for global success. 

Paul Dubé, Ombudsman, Receives Prestigious Award

by Simon Miles

Paul Dubé, Ontario’s Ombudsman, and an EDUCT member who 
cherishes his connections to our alma mater and the City of 
Edinburgh, is this year’s recipient of the Tom Marshall Award of 
Excellence for Public Sector Lawyers.  The Award, made annually by 
the Ontario Bar Association (OBA), is named for Thomas C. Marshall, 
Q.C., who served as counsel for more than three decades with the 
Ontario Ministry of the Attorney General and is recognized for his work 
in precedent-setting 
cases in the Supreme 
Court of Canada.  This 
year’s award ceremony, 
on 8 June, albeit on-
line, provided the 
opportunity for Paul’s 
colleagues to recognize 
his contributions to 
ensuring a better life for 
all Ontarians.

Charlene Theodore, 
the President of the 
OBA, observed of Paul 
that, “as Ombudsman, 
he has helped draw 
attention to the need 
for important reforms 
in Ontario.  That sense 
of impact, that need to 
hold government and 
those who represent 
us accountable, is 
something Paul has Paul Dubé
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Agency’s treatment of, and service to, taxpayers.  He has also been 
very active in promoting ombudsman services internationally.  He 
has served two terms as a member of the Board of Directors of 
the Forum of Canadian Ombudsman and is the current President 
of the North American chapter of the International Ombudsman 
Institute.  Peter Tyndall, former President of the International 
Ombudsman Institute and current Ombudsman of Ireland spoke of 
Paul as “a highly valued contributor and a leading figure in the global 
ombudsman community and his support for colleagues and training 
programmes is particularly noteworthy.”

What stands out for EDUCT members who know Paul is that human 
element of which Barbara Finlay speaks.  As an EDUCT member 
Paul is both a wonderful entertainer and a sage adviser: a perfect 
combination! 

EDUCT joins with the OBA in congratulating Paul on this well 
deserved award.

Brittany Howlett’s Brand New Baby

by Simon Miles

Brittany Howlett, an active Vice-President of EDUCT until she left for 
India, a communications specialist for non-profit organizations, and 
a part-time circus performer, has, with invaluable assistance from 
her husband Alex, pulled off another amazing feat.  Félix Ludwig 
Howlett was born at home on Sunday, 13 June at 3:57 a.m.  Mum 
and Dad popped him onto the weigh-scale and he came in at just 
under 8 lbs.  Then they stretched out the tape measure and Félix 
extended to a very long and flexible 55 cm.  Brittany is now intent 
on establishing her own circus troupe.  Just how big the tent will 
become...watch this space!

EDUCT congratulates Brittany and Alex, and welcomes Félix as a 
future Edinburgh alumnus and EDUCT member.

embraced wholeheartedly, and 
we all thank him for that.”

Paul’s Deputy Ombudsman, 
Barbara Finlay, elaborated 
on what she had observed of 
Paul in his work: “as Paul likes 
to say, an Ombudsman is an 
advocate for fair treatment.  We 
are all familiar with examples 
of where Paul has advocated 
for fairness to the benefit of 
many: from enhanced mental 
health supports for the Ontario 
Provincial Police, to ensuring 
fair treatment of inmates, to 
improving services for adults 
with special needs.  One of the 
keys to Paul’s success as an 
Ombudsman is his willingness 
to see the human element in 
the complaints we receive and 
his commitment to giving a 
voice to the vulnerable, so their 
stories can be heard.  He also 
understands that the job of an 
Ombudsman is not just speaking 
truth to power but doing so in 
a way which is seen as fair and 
objective and which results in 
real change.”

Paul was appointed Ontario’s 
Ombudsman in April 2016.  
During his first term in office 
Paul managed the two largest 
mandate expansions in the 
Office’s history.  They effectively 
doubled the number of agencies 
within the Ombudsman’s 
jurisdiction.  In addition 
to provincial government 
organizations, the Ombudsman 
now oversees municipalities, 
universities, school boards, 
services for children and youth 
in care, and French language 
services.  In April, he was 
appointed to a second five-year 
term. 
 
Prior to his current post, 
from 2008 to 2014 Paul was 
Canada’s first federal Taxpayers’ 
Ombudsman, tasked with 
upholding the Taxpayer Bill of 
Rights.  His work established 
that office as a credible 
mechanism for promoting 
fairness in the Canada Revenue Félix contemplates the achievements  

of his first one hundred days
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attended Edinburgh Academy before enrolling at the University of 
Edinburgh in 1832 to study arts and medicine.  Graduating in 1839 
with his M.D. Wood set up his own private practice in the new town.  
He was also appointed as a physician to the Stockbridge and Royal 
Public Dispensaries, which were funded by charitable donations used 
to provide free medicine to the poor.  In 1841 he began teaching 
at the Extramural Medical School which was associated with the 
University of Edinburgh.  Later, Wood applied for a teaching position 
at the University but he was unsuccessful in this regard.

Early on in his professional career Wood was becoming increasingly 
interested in alleviating pain.  In part, he was inspired by the 
remarkable work of another famous Edinburgh medical graduate, 
James Young Simpson.  Simpson had graduated in 1832, just as 
Wood was matriculating.  He was known for his work in obstetrics 
and gynaecology and, more specifically, for pioneering the use 
of chloroform to relieve pain in childbirth.  As Queen Victoria’s 
physician in Scotland Simpson acquired a high profile after he 
administered chloroform to the Queen when she was giving birth 
to her eighth child, in 1853.  This notable event made the use of 
drugs to relieve pain more acceptable.  Wood was looking for ways 
of administering drugs to relieve pain in various localized parts of 
the body.  He believed that if one could target the drug to the area 
of pain, one could have better results.  It was this that led him to 
experiment with the use of needles.  

In 1853 Wood became the first physician to use a syringe, attached 
to a hollow, metal needle, to inject a measured amount of a drug 
into subcutaneous tissue.  This first case involved the injection of 
morphia to relieve neuralgia, that is, a pain in a nerve pathway.  His 
patient was an 80-year old woman.

To put this development into context, the Greek physician, 
Hippocrates, in the fifth century BC, had used a crude form of 
syringe consisting of an animal bladder, attached to a quill, to wash 
clean a wound.  Much later, in 1656, Sir Christopher Wren, the 
famous British architect, had used an animal bladder and a hollow 
quill from a goose to inject dogs intravenously with various drugs.  
In 1796, Edward Jenner, who invented the first vaccine, successfully 
vaccinated a boy against smallpox.  But the vaccine was applied to 
a cut in the boy’s skin and thus, technically, it was not an injection.  
And in 1844 Francis Rynd, the Irish surgeon, had invented what was 
credited as being the world’s first hollow, metal needle.  But it relied 
on gravity to feed the drug into the needle, and for the skin to be 
cut. 

 
Alexander Wood: Inventor of 
the Hypodermic Syringe

by Simon Miles 

Editor’s Note: This is the third 
profile of a famous alumnus 
to be inspired by the human 
response to the Covid-19 
pandemic.  In our May 2020 
issue we featured Dr. Joseph 
Pavan, the Trinidadian 
bacteriologist who was the 
first person to identify the role 
of bats in spreading viruses 
from other animals to humans.  
In September 2020 Michael 
Weinberger introduced us to 
Dr. Alexander Murray Drennan, 
the co-inventor and promoter 
of Eusol, the precursor to 
our modern hand sanitizer.  
Now, as we contemplate the 
merits or otherwise of a third 
jab, we turn to Dr. Alexander 
Wood, the physician who is 
credited with having invented, 
or at least co-invented, the 
hypodermic syringe.  Considered 
together, the contributions of 
these leading medics make 
one wonder whether all other 
medical schools are somewhat 
redundant!

Alexander Wood was born in 
Cupar, Fife, in 1817.  His father 
was a doctor and several of his 
relatives had also made their 
name in medicine.  Most notably, 
his great uncle, Alexander Wood 
(1725–1807), a surgeon and 
also an Edinburgh graduate, had 
become prominent in Edinburgh 
society not just for his surgical 
skill, but also for his having 
founded two social clubs, and 
being something of an eccentric.  
Lanky Sandy, as he was called, 
was often accompanied by his 
pet sheep and raven on walks 
in town.  He was also the first 
to have used an umbrella in 
Edinburgh.

At the age of four, Alexander 
was moved with his family into 
a house in Royal Circus, in the 
new town in Edinburgh.  He 

Alexander Wood.  Courtesy the University of Edinburgh

FAMOUS ALUMNI
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Viewed in this context, Wood’s 
glass syringe with a plunger 
to force a measurable amount 
of fluid into a hollow metal 
needle, that injected the drug 
subcutaneously without any 
cutting of the skin, was a leap 
forward.  Remarkably, in the 
same year, 1853, a French 
surgeon, Charles Pravaz, had 
invented a similar device.  
However, his was made largely 
of silver and relied on a screw 
to push the fluid into the hollow 
needle.  And, importantly, 
he had confined his trials 
to animals.  Unfortunately, 
Pravaz died later that same 
year and did not get to write 
up his experiment.  Wood did 
document his experiment in a 
paper entitled “A New Method 
of treating Neuralgia by the 
direct application of Opiates to 
the Painful Points“, published in 
1855 in the Edinburgh Medical 
and Surgical Journal.  Partly for 
this reason, but also because he 
was the first to test his invention 
on humans, Alexander Wood is 
credited with being the inventor 
of the hypodermic syringe.

In fact, when Wood invented 
it, he did not use the term 
‘hypodermic’.  As the instrument 
became popular it was marketed 
as ‘Dr. Alexander Wood’s narcotic 
injection syringe’.  It was in 1858 
that Charles Hunter, then a 23-
year old English surgeon, came 
up with the term hypodermic.  
Hunter was a keen proponent 
of Wood’s syringe and had 
improved its design by adding 
the point and the lateral opening 
on the needle, and a locking 
mechanism to prevent the 
needle from becoming detached 
when the plunger was pressed.  
Like Wood, Hunter had initially 
injected his patients in the 
location of the pain.  However, 
after one of his patients suffered 
from an infection in the area 
used for injection, Hunter tried 
injecting drugs in other parts 
of the body.  He found this to 
be successful.  He published his 
findings in 1865, arguing that it 

was more efficacious to inject the body in other locations than just 
where the pain was being felt. He postulated that this would enable 
repeated injections without unduly stressing one location.  The 
medical community was broadly accepting of his stance.  The debate 
continued between Wood and Hunter for several years.  However, 
Hunter died in 1878, at the age of 43, which meant that Wood had 
the last word. 

The invention brought Wood considerable recognition in the medical 
world.  He was elected President of the Royal College of Physicians 
of Edinburgh in 1858, and in 1863 he was elected a Fellow of the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh.  The College was very active at that 
time in reforming legislation governing medical practice.  Wood led 
the negotiations for the College’s new charter.  He also played a 
leading role in convincing the College to admit non-graduates into its 
licensing examinations.  And he was active campaigning for reforms 
pertaining to such varied issues as lunacy and sanitation.

Wood was also active in other walks of life.  He served as a Police 
Commissioner from 1846-52, and chaired a committee of the 
Association for the Improvement of the Condition of the Poor.  This 
was a charity that provided food and work for the unemployed.  He 
also argued for the official rights of the Edinburgh Extramural School 
of Medicine, which would have implications later for women wishing 
to study the subject.  It should be noted that for 200 years before 
the founding of the Medical School at the University in 1726 medical 
education in Edinburgh had been provided by individuals and groups 
of individuals.  And, indeed, as the reputation of the Medical School 
grew, so did the demand for medical education associated with 
Edinburgh.  By the end of the 19th century, there were a number 
of private medical schools that were also part of this teaching 
establishment, outwith the University, that, together, constituted the 
Edinburgh Extramural Medical School.  This School was closed only 
in 1948, following a government report and decision that all medical 
education should be provided within universities. 

As for his family life, little is known.  He had married Rebecca Massey 
in 1842.  She had shown interest in his work and had experimented 
with injecting herself with morphine.  One rumour has it that she 
killed herself doing this.  But it was not true.  Wood fell ill in 1873 
and had to retire at that time.  He died in 1884 following a short 
illness.  Rebecca survived him another 11 years.  They are buried in 
Edinburgh’s Dean Cemetery.

Editor’s Note: EDUCT acknowledges the value of articles on web sites of: 
the University of Edinburgh; Wikipedia; the Royal College of Physicians 
and Surgeons; the BBC (9 march 2021); and, The Medical Independent.

The original hypodermic syringe of Dr. Alexander Wood.  Courtesy 
the Wellcome Collection



EDUCT News September 2021

13

Somehow, he also found time to volunteer for a training initiative, 
within the rubric of the United Nations International Strategy for 
Disaster Resiliency, which called for him to undertake training in New 
York before moving out to meet with local government officials to 
discuss how to make their communities more resilient to disasters.  
Inspired by the training initiative, Oliver spent two months as an 
intern within the Department of Health and Human Services, of 
Jersey City, putting together a disaster policy for pets.  During this 
time, Oliver also co-authored a scholarly comparative analysis of 
post-Sandy resiliency planning in Jersey City and Hoboken, which 
was published by the United Nations.  Not surprisingly, when he 
graduated from Saint Peter’s in 2015 Oliver was awarded the 
Connolly Medal in recognition of his being the outstanding graduate 
in the Department of Business Law.

On leaving Saint Peter’s, Oliver returned to Vancouver Island and 
worked at the Royal Bank of Canada, in Victoria, for a year as 
a client adviser in personal and commercial banking.  Although 
he was learning the ropes in banking, he again performed like a 
pro.  He was ranked the number one client adviser for investment 
referrals for all of southern Vancouver Island in one quarter in that 
year.  Oliver then returned to the tennis courts; this time as a Head 
Professional back in his home town at Westwood Tennis and Racquet 
Club in Nanaimo. He also coached provincially and nationally ranked 
players.

In September 2017 Oliver decided he wanted to be a lawyer.  He 
applied to several law schools, Edinburgh among them. Edinburgh 
was of interest to him because his grandfather had studied medicine 
there in the ‘Sixties, and his mother had favourable tales to tell 
about the city.  Rather than waiting in Nanaimo for a response, 
Oliver saw this as a chance to go backpacking in Europe.  Over the 
next six months he worked his way through 24 countries.  He recalls 
the 800 kms. hike from France, through the Pyrenees, and then 
through northern Spain, as one of the most memorable.  Then there 
was the time he learned to ride a camel in Morocco.  

Edinburgh came through with an acceptance while Oliver was in 

Welcome To Our New 
Members

by Simon Miles

Oliver Bellomi

Oliver Bellomi is a lawyer in the 
making.  In the new year he 
will be moving back to Toronto 
from Nanaimo, B.C.  ‘Back 
to’ because Oliver started life 
in Toronto, but moved to the 
west coast when just two.  He 
was at school in Nanaimo until 
grade 8 and by that time he 
was provincially ranked in B.C. 
and nationally ranked in Canada 
as a junior tennis player.  He 
was encouraged to pursue his 
tennis and moved to Evert 
tennis academy in Florida, 
where he climbed the rankings 
to be one of the top 1600, 
under-18 juniors, worldwide.  
He continued to thrive on the 
courts and, in 2012, at the age 
of 18, he was awarded a tennis 
scholarship by Saint Peter’s 
University in New Jersey, where 
he competed as a Division One 
National Collegiate Athletics 
Association tennis player. 

While at Saint Peter’s, Oliver 
studied Political Science, 
Business Law and Modern 
Languages.  Although fluent 
in Italian he wanted to learn 
more about his own language, 
and he added Spanish to the 
menu.  Understandably, tennis 
took up much of his time.  He 
practised five days a week and 
was often on the road playing 
in inter-collegiate competitions.  Auld Jock’s at the junction of Cowgatehead and West Bow, Edinburgh
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Spain.  He packed his bags and 
arrived in Edinburgh on a cold, 
rainy, February afternoon.  But 
he smartly found a nice warm 
pub (and pie shop) to work in 
for the next two and a half years 
to keep him in the manner to 
which he wished to become 
accustomed.  It was the famous 
(although now, due to Covid, the 
late) Auld Jock’s Kitchen, at the 
east end of the Grassmarket, 
at the junction of West Bow 
and Cowgatehead.  The only 
shortcoming of Auld Jock’s was 
that one had to cross the road 
if one insisted on having deep-
fried Mars bars!  He decided to 
live in Gorgie, and he became a 
Heart of Midlothian fan.  He had 
become assimilated! 

Oliver played tennis for the 
University for his first semester 
and then decided to concentrate 
on his studies.  He received 
his graduate LL.B. in October 
2020.  He has just finished going 
through what all Edinburgh 
law graduates in Canada go 
through: satisfying the National 
Committee on Accreditation 
by taking a number of courses 
here.  And in July this year he 
completed his LL.M. in Canadian 
Common Law, at Osgoode 
Hall Law School.  He is looking 
forward to making new friends 
when he arrives in Toronto. 

EDUCT welcomes Oliver and 
wishes him well as he moves to 
practise in the courts of justice.

The Perfect Boost for All Who Wish to Change the World

by Simon Miles 

Editor’s Note:  With the first two of EDUCT’s talks this autumn being 
given over to themes related to protest – Michael Russell’s insights 
on the Scottish search for independence, and Jo Spiller’s portrayal of 
the campaign of the Edinburgh Seven to secure the rights of women 
to study at, and graduate from, universities – this book seems 
particularly apposite.

Alice and Emily Haworth-Booth, Protest!: How People Have 
Come Together to Change the World, London: Pavilion Books, 
2021, 168 pp. With illustrations by Emily Haworth-Booth. ISBN 
9781843654582. Order from Pavilion Books, www.pavilionbooks.com  
or your local bookshop, or I may be able to help you.  Price is £14.99 
excluding postage. 

Admit it: you wanted to change the world when you were young.  
And indeed, some of us still do; we just don’t have the energy any 

BOOKS

http://www.pavilionbooks.com
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more.  What if you had had an 
inspiring history of how people 
have come together to change 
the world?  Would it have helped 
you get to the tipping point?  
Well, of course, you will never 
know.  But what you could do 
is give this book to a sample of, 
say, 100 young idealists whom 
you admire, and then watch 
their progress over the next five 
years.

I should confess at the outset to 
the motive behind this helpful 
suggestion.  The authors of this 
splendid overview of the history 
and the power of protest are 
my nieces.  Of course, that does 
not disqualify them as authors; 
it just lets you know you should 
be on the lookout for any sign of 
bias.  It also means that I can 
give you the assurance that they 
are indeed eminently qualified 
for this task.  They come from 
a family with a strong history of 
effective protest.  But enough of 
that.  To the book.

The structure of the book is 
easy to digest.  We are taken 
through the history of protest 
in 12 chapters, each devoted to 
an era of protest with its own 
distinctive character.  However, 
although these themes appear in 
a roughly chronological order, the 
history of protest is not that tidy.  
Some chapters span centuries 
of time, others only decades, 
and the time spans overlap.  We 
start with the Ancient World, 
with coverage of the Egyptian 
strike, which was the first known 
workers’ strike, the deserting of 
Rome, and the Roman women’s 
march.  We end with where we 
are today, in a period that the 
authors call New Grassroots.  
Illustrative campaigns of this 
current time are the Dakota 
pipeline, the Extinction Rebellion, 
and school strikes.  In between, 
we are treated to chapters 
on medieval troublemakers, 
the unsettling of the settlers, 
class war, the rights of women, 
independence and resistance, 
freedom and civil rights, the wild 

ones, people power revolutions, acting up and speaking out, and 
global uprising (enabled by the internet).  Each chapter is followed 
by an overview of a particular tactic that may have been used 
throughout the ages, or it may have been specific to an era.  For 
example, we are first introduced to noise, and we end with insights 
on solidarity as a tactic. 

The authors adjust our expectations in a succinct Introduction.  
The takeaway messages are simply put.  There is no formula 
for a successful protest.  And if you are successful, that success 
will not necessarily match what you had written on your placard.  
Sometimes victory means building movements rather than achieving 
goals.  Protest can take almost any form.  The authors remind us 
that everything from taking your TV set out for a walk to sticking 
a loaf of bread on a pole and carrying it around have changed the 
course of history.  At its heart is the idea of people coming together 
to speak the truth and change the world.  And, although famous 
names are associated with famous protests, the protests are 
essentially a collective endeavour.  There you have it, in a nutshell.   

A prefatory note by the authors helps to give focus to the readers’ 
expectations.  This history of protest does not pretend to be 
inclusive; it is captured through a broad range of examples but, 
in each case, non-violence is central.  We are reminded that many 
movements have never been officially recorded in history, because 
it is not usually in the interest of the powerful to keep stories of 
resistance in the public memory.  In this history, you will be offered 
the perspective of the protesters.  And we are cautioned, as budding 
protesters, that not all the stories have happy endings.  In real 
life, if you are going to protest, you should know your rights and 
recognize that there are risks involved.  So do your research, look 
up the laws of your country and let a buddy know where you are.  
Above all, keep safe! 

Certainly, the authors have done their research in putting together 
this magnificent book.  You will learn so much about the way 
societies evolve and you will pick up delightful tidbits of information 
that you can dine out on.  The authors are speaking to a very broad 
church: champions of social justice; environmentalists; anti-racists; 
indigenous peoples; political freedom fighters; and many more.  You 
will come to realize, if you do not already, how central non-violent 
protest is, and always has been, to changing the world: whether it 
is just your corner of that world, or the global systems that have 
to be changed to protect our planet from such disasters as climate 
change.  

The opening chapter, on protest in the ancient world, gets the book 
off to a fine start.  There are just two pages devoted to the first 
workers’ strike: that of the pyramid construction workers.  Delightful 
illustrations portray a very mean Pharaoh Rameses III pushing his 
workers to build his pyramids faster while depriving them of their 
daily bread.  The workers stage a sit down.  It is 1170 BC.  It has 
never been tried before.  But it works, just like that.

Throughout the book one is reminded that what may start as a very 
focused protest may end up bringing about far more widespread 
and fundamental change.  In the chapter on Class War we are told 
that it was the women of Paris who managed to get into the palace 
at Versailles to capture King Louis XVI and Queen Marie-Antoinette 
to protest the lack of food.  Their success inspired others and in 
no time the French Revolution was underway.  And, as the authors 
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note, although that revolution is 
remembered as a violent time, 
in fact, like that initial move by 
those women, most actions were 
non-violent in nature.  Other 
examples of this multiplier effect 
are found arising from protests 
against exorbitant taxes.  
Mohandas Gandhi’s organization 
of the famous Salt March in 
India, in 1930, to protest the 
tax on salt, led to the start of 
negotiations that culminated with 
the granting of independence to 
India.  

There are so many stories that 
you are bound to find one that 
portrays a protest with which 
you can identify, whether as 
a protester or as an observer.  
And the older you are the more 
choice you will have.  The 
chapter on Wild Ones, devoted 
to those who were realistic 
and demanded the impossible, 
and, it must be said, achieved 
it too, offers us the story of 
the student protests in Paris, in 
1968.  That year was marked 
by protests across Europe and 
North America.  The students 
in Paris were encouraged by 
what they saw.  They wanted a 
complete change from the way 
they were being taught and how 
they were treated as members 
of society.  As our authors note, 
it was more about rules than 
learning.  The student protests 
led to factory workers going 
on strike.  They were followed 
by the garbage collectors and 
many others.  With 10 million 
people protesting, the French 
government had to listen.  I 
happened to be in France several 
times that summer, meeting by 
day with staff in the office of 
the Prime Minister and sleeping 
by night in the Latin Quarter.  
I witnessed the anger on the 
streets and I can vouch for the 
mood in the corridors of power.  
France was indeed changed 
forever.  

Particularly moving are the 
stories of those who were 
moved to protest regimes that 

clamped down on protest.  Creativity and humour are hallmarks 
of their campaigns.  The rise of the Solidarity movement in Poland 
exemplifies this.  It started with people getting increasingly fed up 
with being subjected to the government propaganda being fed to 
them each night on the TV news.  So, in 1980, a workers union 
organized its members to switch off their TVs when the news came 
on at 7:00 pm.  But nobody could see that they were not watching.  
So they put their TV sets on their window sills, facing out to the 
street, and turned off.  It was boring.  So they decided to take their 
TVs, in their wheelbarrows, for a walk at 7:00 pm.  The sight of this 
parade infuriated the government.  It imposed a 7:00 pm curfew.  
The TV walks shifted to 5:00 pm.  On another occasion, when the 
government was planning a propagandistic celebration of itself, the 
members of Solidarity saw the opportunity to turn their protest into 
a mocking of the celebration.  They would join the propagandists.  
They got dressed up in red clothes (the regime’s favourite colour), 
and if you did not have any red clothes you could wave a baguette 
dipped in ketchup.  Thousands of overly enthusiastic protesters 
jammed the streets making out that they were ardent supporters 
of the government.  The police were flummoxed.  They could hardly 
arrest people for being so wildly supportive.  Ten years of such 
peaceful antics led to the fall of the regime and the election of Lech 
Walesa as president of Poland.

There are stories that come close to home for Canadians.  Chapter 
3 is on Unsettling the Settlers.  It opens with the story of the native 
American Ghost Dance of the 1890’s.  This dance was a form of 
non-violent resistance that was designed to keep alive a vision of 
a land without settlers, where the Native way of life would flourish 
again.  In the vision, the white men would be rolled up like a carpet, 
disappear and go back to their own continent.  As the authors 
observe “the dancers used the power of imagination to keep their 
culture alive”.  Then follows a story of the peaceful resistance of 
the Maori to the European settlers of New Zealand, and another on 
the fight against slavery in Africa, the Americas and Europe from 
the 1400’s to the 1800’s.  The latter is a masterful overview of the 
historical context within which to view the continuing fight for equal 
rights and against racism.

Another Canadian tidbit: did you know why university tuition fees 
are much lower in Quebec than elsewhere in Canada?  It was very 
simple.  The students banged pots and pans every night until the 
fees were lowered.   

One of my favourite sections on tactics is devoted to Words.  As is 
to be expected, it illustrates the power of words, for example by 

Tell us your news

EDUCT News is always looking for interesting alumni stories 
and news.

We are happy to hear about what’s new with you! Whether 
you have just returned from an interesting trip or have a 
memory you wish to share with your fellow EDUCT Members, 
we would love to hear from you. If you have something you 
would like to share, please contact the EDUCT News Editor, 
Simon Miles at simon-miles@sympatico.ca.

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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Margaret Bain’s Childhood in India 

by Simon Miles

Margaret Jean Christine Bain, Small Stories from the Last 
Days of the British Raj: Memories of an Indian Childhood, 
Newcastle, Ontario: Hawk Owl Publishing, 2020, pbk, 62 pp. With 
58 photographs and other illustrations. ISBN 978-0-9948563-7-1. 
Order from Hawk Owl Publishing, 72 Foster Creek Drive, Newcastle, 
Ontario, Canada L1B 1G4.  Price is $20 including postage. 

The world has undergone 
enormous change since 
World War II and not least 
for the British.  Running 
an Empire was no small 
business.  Thousands of 
civil servants, members of 
the military, missionaries, 
traders and others in 
various lines of business 
spent much of their lives 
in the colonies.  The 
presence of the Empire 
had a marked effect on 
life in Britain.  For many, 
time spent in the colonies 
was part of the job.  And 
yet, once on the job, life 
was markedly different 
from life at home in 
Britain.  One enjoyed a 
life with servants, and 
one was given the respect 
of one’s office.  But one 
had to adjust to a change 
of climate that in some 
instances could be quite 
extreme, one had to accommodate a degree of cultural change in 
one’s life in order to be able to relate to the local population, and 
one had to be so much more conscious of the prevalence of diseases 
that could be contracted through such a simple act as drinking water. 

Margaret Bain, EDUCT member and retired obstetrician and 
gynaecologist, looks at this life through the eyes of a child.  From 
1937 to 1946 she was fortunate enough to have spent her first 
nine years of life in India.  Her parents had gone out to India, from 
Scotland, in 1937, before the war started.  Margaret was just three 
months old when she arrived.  Both parents were expecting to be 
working with missionary institutions.  But as the war started her 
father joined the Indian Army and had to spend much time away 
from the family.  

This is a delightful book.  It is remarkable both for its shortness and 
for the economy of Margaret’s prose.  There are indeed many small 
stories packed into this fascinating and informative book.  Although 
Margaret tells us that “these scattered fragments of memories of a 
very young Scottish child”, as she modestly calls them, are intended 
primarily for members of her extended family in the United Kingdom 
and Canada, they provide every reader with insights into how, as a 
child, she viewed life in what was at once both a foreign land and the 

reference to the fallout from 
Rachel Carson publishing her 
book Silent Spring in 1962.  The 
book is seen to be the main 
catalyst for the emergence 
of what became a worldwide 
environmental movement.  
However, this section also gives 
us the tale of the borrowers 
of books who relied upon the 
local library in Stony Stratford, 
in England.  Learning of the 
government’s decision to close 
their library, they organized 
themselves to borrow the 
permitted maximum of 15 books 
each and one Saturday managed 
to empty the entire library.  The 
last book to be taken out was 
aptly titled The Borrowers.  The 
library never closed!

This book is beautifully written 
and designed.  Each story is 
tight, cogent and delightfully 
easy to read.  Emily’s drawings, 
of cartoon characters getting up 
to every sort of antic imaginable, 
are found in abundance.  
Dedicated by the authors to 
their rebellious parents, this 
book is just as good a read for 
adults, rebellious or peaceful, 
as it is for teenagers and young 
revolutionaries.  

The book has been very well 
received everywhere.  In the UK 
the Federation of Children’s Book 
Groups will be using Protest! as 
one of its recommended books 
in their National Non-fiction 
November.  The event features 
a month of publicity of all sorts 
for selected books.  A grand 
launch in Japan, starring the two 
authors, is being planned.  This 
Protest!, like many it portrays, 
looks like it’s going global.

For all those who want to change 
the world, whether to make it 
different or to protect the planet 
or your corner of it from being 
changed any more, this is a most 
inspiring, positive and delightful 
read.  It should be in the library 
of every secondary school. 

Margaret Bain
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only land she had known.

Many of the stories are set in 
Calcutta or the summer retreat 
in Darjeeling.  Margaret is 
excellent in capturing the mood 
of a place; as someone who 
has spent time in Calcutta, I 
could feel the heat and the dust, 
register the ongoing sounds 
of the streets in that City, and 
appreciate the need to keep 
the shutters closed to keep 
the house cool.  She takes us 
out into the streets, introduces 
us to the extraordinary mix 
of activities, the presence of 
animals – from monkeys, to 
vultures and those sacred cows, 
and life in the market. 

In Darjeeling, life went on as 
usual, including school.  We 
hear about life at that school 
– seemingly she had the 
benefit of very progressive 
schools, since she discovered 
that she was a year ahead 
of her contemporaries when 
she returned to Scotland after 
the war.  We are introduced 
to the stunning beauty of the 
countryside that surrounded 
Darjeeling, the dramatic distant 
vistas of Kanchenjunga and other 
mountains in the Himalayas, 
and the exotic birds that were 
part of Margaret’s everyday life.  
Indeed, this exposure to nature, 
and in particular to the birdlife, 
Margaret sees as accounting for 
her lifelong love of bird watching.  
(Avid readers of EDUCT News 
may recall the fascinating articles 
by Margaret of her bird watching 
trips to South Africa and Costa 
Rica.)

Margaret is very open about her 
own feelings in many situations, 
just as one would expect a child 
to be.  But she is equally open 
and revealing of her mother’s 
feelings as she confronted the 
challenges and discomforts of 
the long voyage out to India 
(when the young, screaming 
infant could so easily have been 
ejected from a porthole), the 
alarming antics of the young 
innocent oblivious to impending 

danger (as when Margaret toddled into the path of a rabid dog), 
and the attack by brigands on their railway carriage (which led to 
mother knocking said brigands off the train with a deft delivery of a 
knockout blow from a suitcase).

These stories, as Margaret so eloquently puts it in her epilogue, 
“are small, personal stories, not at all important in world terms, yet 
part of the fabric of human existence, and as such worth passing 
on down the years.”   They are refreshingly frank and honest 
insights into life as it was once lived.  For younger and older readers 
alike, they can bring new understandings of our past.  A highly 
recommended read!

On Tartans and Tartanry: The Ongoing Debate 

by Donald Gillies

Ian Brown, editor, From Tartan to Tartanry: Scottish Culture, 
History and Myth, Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2012, vi 
+ 278 pp. ISBN 978 0 7486 6464 1. Also available as a Web-ready 
PDF, an Epub and an Amazon ebook.

Ian Brown’s editorial introduction to From Tartan to Tartanry 
predicts that “the issues [which] discourses of tartan and tartanry 
raise for Scottish culture, the interaction of history and myth and 
any concept of what is ‘Scottish’ proliferate, and will remain unfrozen 
and lively for many years to come.  The chapters in this volume seek 
to continue and develop this lively, unresolvable, flourishing and 
colourful debate.”

To realize his goal the editor has woven a rich and illuminating 
tapestry of fourteen chapters, written by a fine group of fourteen 
thinkers, with many cross-referencing and quoting each other, that 
makes for thematic unity.  The first four chapters are historical, 
focusing on the various ways tartan has been mythologized at 
different times and in different places to make sense of what has 
occasionally been “a fraught discourse.”  The ten that follow use a 
variety of evaluative and critical methods to examine the tartan-
tartanry nexus: heritage, myth-making, history, popular culture 
(alternatively known as entertainment culture), theatre, literature, 
cultural translation, film, comedy, rock and pop music, sport, high or 
elite culture.  This range of filtering modalities necessarily results in 
a contested and pluralistic formulation of the realm we call tartan, 
a realm we think we know.  But do we?  If this review succeeds in 
taking you to the book itself, be prepared to find out what you know 
about tartan and what you don’t.  But first, two questions answered.

What is tartan?  A definitive answer is provided in Hugh Cheape’s 
book Tartan: The Highland Habit: “[O]n the one hand tartan is 
simply a check or pattern in a variety of colours in woven fabric in 
which bands of colour are repeated in equal proportions … and on 
the other it is a national symbol for all Scotland and a cultural icon 
for Scotland and ‘Scottishness’ throughout the world.”  Its origins 
“are remote and its history fascinating, more often scrutinized with 
the warmer eye of sentiment than with the cooler eye of reason, 
yet there is still a relatively well-documented story to be told.”  He 
estimates that there are now almost 4000 different tartan patterns.  
Some of the earlier patterns are seen in the first image here.
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What is tartanry?  While 
the term is contested and 

polysemic, it can be generalized 
as the perceived reduction 
of Scottish culture to kitsch, 
twee, or distorted imagery 
based on ethnic stereotypes.  
Often the image presented 
is that of the Highlander as 
noble savage.  While there 
are strong, legitimate cultural 
traditions behind Scottish clan 
societies and the older textile 
designs that preceded the 
modern tartans and kilts, and 
instruments such as bagpipes 
are a part of the living musical 
traditions, tartanry is both the 
outcome of these things having 
been tokenized, caricatured, or 
attached to fabricated histories 
and the attitude that enables 
these processes.  Michael 
Newton recommends the more 
recent “tartanism” as having a 
broader reach than tartanry and 
less pejorative.  Hugh Cheape 
provides further insight into 
applied tartanry of the last 30 
years: “Highland dress, which 
had been formal, ceremonial, a 
military uniform – some would 
say élitist – has moved to chic, 
casual and popular, and even 
re-adopted as a form of national 
identity as well as style item.  
Tartans are sought out, invented 
and adopted by commercial 

interests, corporations, American states [and Canadian provinces], 
sports and football clubs, even by parliaments [and our University].  
These are the new clans.”

Having clarified our terms, I will now give you a brief introduction to 
each author’s chapter.

Hugh Cheape, Gheibhte breacain (‘Scarlet tartans would be 
got ...’): The Re-invention of Tradition

Hugh Cheape is the founder and director of the master’s programme 
in Material Culture and Gàidhealtachd History at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, 
the Gaelic college of the University of the Highlands and Islands 
where he is a professor.  He is the former principal curator of the 
National Museums of Scotland and today’s pre-eminent scholar of 
Scottish and Gaelic material culture.

This first chapter is the keystone to the book. Its scan is from the 
third century AD up to the present, drawing on sources in English, 
Gaelic and Scots, from prose, poetry, song, popular media then and 
now, as well as scholarly sources over the ages. 

What is Cheape referring to when he writes the “re-invention” 
of tradition?  “The origins of tartan have been much debated 
and have attracted speculation in recent literature [beginning 
in 1983].  Controversy has confused a nation.”  A long-standing 
“unquestioned assumption held that tartan was a form of ancient 
and autochthonous dress,” and a source from 1837 declared that 
“the Highland garb … [was] the ordinary dress of a considerable part 
of the northern population from the earliest period of their history.”  
Cheape adduces a vast range of instances supporting the traditional 
history of tartan.

In 1983 the late Oxbridge scholar Hugh Trevor-Roper wrote The 
Invention of Tradition: The Highland Tradition of Scotland.  “Today, 
whenever Scotchmen gather together to celebrate their national 
identity, they assert it openly by certain distinctive national 
apparatus.  They wear the kilt, woven in a tartan whose colour 
and pattern indicate their ‘clan’; and if they indulge in music, their 
instrument is the bagpipe.  This apparatus, to which they ascribe 
great antiquity, is in fact largely modern.”  Not content with this 
misrepresentation, he makes his best-known assertion: that the 
kilt was invented by Thomas Rawlinson, a weaver from Lancashire, 
in the 1730s, and he provides extensive and elaborate chapter and 
verse to this effect.  Notions such as Trevor-Roper’s achieved wide 
currency and were only disproven after countervailing effort by 
sustained scholarship, with Cheape in the vanguard.  His Tartan: 
The Highland Habit, published in three editions from 1991 to 2006, 
contributed substantially to the eventual re-invention of the tradition 
of tartan, restored to its proper historical context.  

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in Toronto? 
Please pass this newsletter on to anyone 

who might be interested

Samples of 18th century tartan: 
a home-spun checkered fabric 
of the type produced before 
the pattern standardization 
of tartanry that is dominant 
today. Courtesy of the National 
Museums of Scotland
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of tartan as a vehicle for collective, regimental (and hence, in the 
context of the Jacobite Rising, family and clan) identities.”

Pittock goes on to detail the rehabilitation of tartan “well on its way 
to being a garb with social prestige, not the badge of a banditti bent 
on the destruction of the British state”.  He cites its adaptation or 
use by such entities as the Highland Society of London in 1778, the 
welcome that the kilted Black Watch received in Edinburgh in 1816 
(the year after Waterloo), and the 1822 visit of George IV in a kilt 
of what became known as the Royal Stuart tartan.  This last event 
was useful in levering the Hanoverian Royal Family into a “traditional 
Scottish identity, and even better, the Jacobite one of the Stuarts 
from whom they were … descended, [despite] the fact that the Royal 
family had not been Scottish for centuries.”

The royal seal was applied to this long process of plaiding Scotland 
by the purchase of Balmoral Castle by Queen Victoria and Prince 
Albert in 1852.  The castle’s decor “reflected both their pride 
(or Victoria’s at least) in being Stuarts and thus Scots and their 
wish to display this family heritage everywhere.  So the material 
expression of what we now call Balmorality, high-end royal tartanry 
if you like, was born, leading to the life style – what Pittock calls 
the “masquerade in tartan” – the present Royal family adopts 
with avidity every Fall.  But they are not alone: in Scotland and 
throughout the Scottish diaspora Scots, would-be Scots and affinity 
Scots find myriad ways to display and declare their Scottishness, 
tartanry optional.

Trevor Royle, From David Stewart to Andy Stewart: The 
Invention and Re-invention of the Scottish Soldier

Trevor Royle is a broadcaster, journalist and author, and an honorary 
fellow in the School of History, Classics and Archaeology in our 
University.

Major-General David Stewart was a Scottish soldier and later author 
and antiquarian, whose book, Sketches of the Character, Manners, 
and Present State of the Highlanders of Scotland, published in 
1822, was largely responsible for creating the modern image 
of the Highlander, the clans and the Scottish regiments, and is 
considered the foundation for all subsequent work on these topics. 
His contribution to the invention of the Scottish soldier has prevailed 
to this day – the first definitive and compelling military history of the 
Highland regiments. Royle expands this history to the many roles 
played by the “invented” Highland infantry as both servants of the 
Crown in Britain’s imperial project and as mercenaries in European 
armies as early as the fifteenth century. These in turn became the 
iconic image of the Scottish soldier: “[I]n his kilt and sporran, his 
feathered bonnet and his white spats, he is a colourful yet utterly 
respectable figure” celebrated in story and song. 

The late Andy Stewart was a hugely popular and well-loved Scottish 
entertainer with a worldwide following.  His appeal to the Scottish 
diaspora of the 1950s and 1960s resulted in sold-out performances 
in Australia, Canada and New Zealand as well as at home in cities 
and towns throughout Scotland.  He is described by Royle as a cod 
singer: “cod” is a British slang term for inauthentic, fake, hoax, 
parody or nonsense.  The song A Scottish Soldier, made vastly 
popular by Stewart in 1961, is “curiously cod,” but you can still find 

Murray Pittock, Plaiding the 
Invention of Scotland 

Murray Pittock is professor of 
literature at the University of 
Glasgow and Pro-Vice-Principal. 
He is a prolific writer, presenter 
and participant in cultural and 
civil society. 

Pittock sets out to tell us 
not that Scotland had to be 
invented, but that its existence 
became plaided, that is, overlaid 
by tartan over many years, 
beginning at least in the 1530s 
during the reign of the Stuart 
James V and probably earlier.  “It 
may have been at this juncture 
that tartan became more broadly 
available for adoption as the 
property of the Stuart party: it 
was on its way to becoming the 
rebel and not just the patriot 
cloth, the mark of the Jacobite 
who supported the ancient royal 
line and after [the union of the 
Scottish and English parliaments 
in] 1707 opposed the Union.”   
In Edinburgh, in the 1680s, a 
“cult” of “tartanry” had a brief 
flowering at Holyrood.  The 
Jacobite armies of 1715 and 
1745 were dressed in tartan, 
as was Prince Charles Edward 
Stuart on campaign.

After Culloden, the Act of 
Proscription (1746) banned 
Highland dress along with 
military accoutrements of all 
kinds.  Thus the plaiding of 
Scotland was suspended until 
the Act was repealed in 1782.  
Among the general populace 
“tartan was clearly demarcated 
as the cloth of disaffection, a 
badge of the defeated traitor at 
worst, at the best the mark of a 
fifth-column opportunist within 
the British state who secretly 
wished for its dissolution.”  
Nonetheless the Government or 
Black Watch tartan continued 
to be worn in the British Army. 
Indeed, in the mid-eighteenth 
century it was only in its military 
use that tartan was seen as “a 
badge of incipient respectability 
…” This use of tartan may have 
helped to “consolidate a sense 
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it on the Web 52 years after his 
death.  If you don’t remember 
the song or have not heard it, 
paste this link into your browser:

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=wn7QzveIIDs

Royle call the lyrics 
“sentimentality run riot.  Of 
course, that was part of the 
appeal and Stewart milked it 
in such a way that swaggering 
in his kilt became the 
personification of the manliness 
of the Scottish soldier.  His 
audience fell for the illusion too 
and found itself being caught 
up in the stirring three-four 
march tune and the associated 
heroism of the words … In 1961 
the Scottish soldier was still a 
potent figure in the country’s 
iconography and Stewart’s 
song was very much at one 
with the spirit of the times.”  
This spirit prevailed and found 
broad national expression in the 
“Save the Argylls” campaign 
when the Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders were slated for 
disbandment in 1968.  The 
regiment survived, revealing 
the “potency of the military 
connection … Anyone who 
loved Scotland wanted to save 
the Argylls … In fact the love 
affair between the Scots and 
their soldiers was already long 
established.”  Andy Stewart’s 
song both drew on this emotional 
history and brought it to the 
surface wherever the pipes and 
drums of the Highland infantry 
were tuned up for the next 
tattoo.  You will find them every 
August massed on the esplanade 
of Edinburgh Castle in the Royal 
Military Tattoo.

On 26 August 2021 our 
University announced its 
participation in this annual 
performance of tartanism galore.  
“Combining two of Edinburgh’s 
most famous institutions, the 
Tattoo and the University of 
Edinburgh, provided graduates 
and their guests with a night 
to remember.  Attendees were 
piped [by Scottish soldiers] over 

the Castle drawbridge, then led in a procession by senior University 
academics, walking up through the Portcullis Gate and past the 
cannons, through Foog’s Gate then into Castle Square accompanied 
by Tattoo dancers, pipers, drummers and fiddlers who provided 
entertainment along the way.  Graduates and their guests then 
entered the magnificent Great Hall, where they were capped by the 
University of Edinburgh’s Principal and Vice-Chancellor, Professor 
Peter Mathieson.  The first group were joined in their procession by 
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon, who walked with them and passed 
on her congratulations to graduates.”  The University’s recording of 
this is to be seen here.  (You may need to paste this link into your 
browser.) 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/news/2021/graduate-castle-celebrations

What now of the Scottish soldier?  The sole remaining Highland 
regiment, the Royal Regiment of Scotland, is kilted.  By comparison, 
there are sixteen kilted regiments in the Canadian army and five 
battalions in the Australian army.  These units continue “to embrace 
tartan and complex dress uniforms to proclaim their identity.  In 
so doing they helped to produce a potent, lasting and complex 
iconography based as much on authentic historical antecedents as 
on their own interpretation of what constituted authentic Highland 
dress.”

Michael Newton, Paying for the Plaid: Scottish Gaelic Identity 
Politics in Nineteenth-century North America

Michael Newton is an American scholar of Gaelic with a doctorate in 
Celtic and Scottish Studies from our University.  He is the founder 
and director of the virtual Highland Glen Folk School of Scottish 
Highland Heritage based in North Carolina.  Its motto: “It is our 
heroic duty to recover the best of our tradition and become the 
elders the world needs now.”  To fulfill this duty the school declares 
itself  “a community dedicated to reclaiming and revitalizing the 
authentic native culture, history and traditions of the Scottish 
Highlands and its diaspora.”  Its mission represents the current 
concern among those Scots who wish to counter the trends, 
particularly since mid-nineteenth century, towards tartanry in its 
several forms in many media, a concern addressed by other chapters 
of this book.

In this chapter Newton has practised what he preaches.  He begins 
with the 1770-6 peak of emigration of Scottish Highlanders to North 
America and concludes with the 2008 establishment of the provincial 
government’s Office of Gaelic Affairs in Nova Scotia.  At the chapter’s 
core is a case study of Nova Scotia, where he had been a professor 
of Celtic Studies at St. Francis Xavier University.  For Canadians 
wishing to learn more about Canada’s Highland heritage, particularly 
in Ontario and Nova Scotia, this chapter is a primary source.

Ian Maitland Hume, Tartanry into Tartan: Heritage, Tourism 
and Material Culture

Ian Maitland Hume is an ethnologist trained in Scottish studies with 
a Ph.D. from our University, principally researching Highland identity 
and dress.  He has also been a professional tour guide specialising in 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wn7QzveIIDs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wn7QzveIIDs
https://www.ed.ac.uk/news/2021/graduate-castle-celebrations
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Scotland.  Like Hugh Cheape, he 
applies the theory and practice 
of material culture to assess 
“the growing debate about the 
contemporary understanding of 
the meaning and impact of tartan 
and its larger cousin, tartanry 
(or the differently inflected term, 
tartanism).”  Hume stresses the 
significant role of tartan and 
tartanry “in the interpretation 
of Scotland’s heritage for the 
worldwide diaspora of people 
who look to Scotland as the 
home of their forebears.”

Hume highlights a “relatively 
ignored dimension, the growing 
visibility of the Scottish-American 
identity” and provides many 
novel perspectives on this 
cultural sidebar: its possible 
origins; how it is expressed 
and how it is different from 
contemporary Scotland; and how 
these “new” wearers use kilts, 
tartan or otherwise. 

Hume concludes ethnologically 
that wherever a tartan kilt is 
worn it is “evidence of a potent 
symbol” providing “an instant 
linkage to a past and probably 
forgotten, possibly imagined 
heritage for some, to a clear 
identity of Highland identity 
for others, to Scottish identity 
for many … They all want to 
incorporate the symbolism of 
tartan in their own specific 
social cultures because of the 
inherent qualities attached to the 
symbol. Perhaps it has an even 
more mystic than mythic quality, 
one that allows it to draw their 
interest, and in turn embody 
those social cultures.”

 

Ian Brown, Myth, Political 
Caricature and Monstering 
the Tartan

Ian Brown, the book’s editor, is 
a graduate of our University, a 
poet and playwright, emeritus 
professor at Kingston University 
in London and honorary senior 
research fellow in Scottish 
Literature at Glasgow University.

Brown’s stance underlying this chapter is that “myths, including 
tartan mythologies, are not false or inauthentic history although 
they may have historical roots … [T]hey are rather embodiments 
of often rich contradictions that demand exploration, analysis and 
understanding, and cannot simply be dismissed as ‘backward’ or 
substituted disingenuously by new ‘progressivist’ mythologies.”  He 
applies this successively to: tartan as a clan or family membership 
identifier; the “imposition” of tartan on the Lowlands; the question 
of tartan’s priority as a family or military identifier; the Trevor-Roper 
attack on the authenticity and historicity of tartan (as discussed 
by Hugh Cheape above); the identification of the Highland kilt 
with the “disorderly” and unenlightened Highlands and its idle and 
unimproved Highlanders; as well as the idea that clanship and its 
associated martial qualities can be instinctive rather than acquired.  
Quoting Colin McArthur and his anti-tartanry myth-making: 
“Tartanry … constructs Scotland as a mist-shrouded land of lochs, 
mountains, shaggy cattle and alternatively warlike or gentle natives 
clad in tartan and living ‘close to Nature.’  It is this latter quality 
which  – the discourse runs – makes Scots particularly attuned to 
the supernatural.  It is a discourse in which marginalised peoples 
throughout the world will recognise themselves.”  Here we have the 
article’s political caricature of Scotland and its people.  It must be 
said that the tourism industry, entertainment media and the Scotch 
Whisky Association are all happy to join in this socio-political falsity 
for the sake of business.

As to “monstering the tartan,” Brown takes us to Tom Nairn’s 
controversial The Break-up of Britain: Crisis and Neo-nationalism.  
Nairn has been an advocate of Scottish independence as well as 
devolution of power to the Scottish Parliament and against the 
concentration of power in London. Nairn adopts a wide “context for 
his discussion of tartanry and other stereotypes of Scotland and 
its cultures” and gives us “the great tartan monster”: it is a “sub-
cultural creature” and “a popular sub-romanticism, and not the vital 
national culture” which generations of lamenting Scots would wish it 
to be. It leads to “vulgar tartanry.”

After this and a plethora of cognate theoretical and critical 
treatments of the subject, Brown concludes that “tartan continues 
to portray the contradictions in the basic premises of the culture. 
And it does so despite attempts to caricature its varied history and 
meanings.”

Alan Riach, Tartanry and Its Discontents: the Idea of Popular 
Scottishness

Alan Riach is a professor of Scottish Literature at the University of 
Glasgow and a poet.  

In considering the  “lasting currency” of tartans in their many 
applications as badges and flags of Scottish identity, Riach sets out 
the goal of his contribution: “In this chapter, I would like to take a 
speculative journey through some examples of that currency in active 
transition, and consider its practice as generating a complex dynamic 
that seems central, indeed unique, to what the word “Scotland” 
means … [I]t seems to me that the story of how tartan has acquired 
its meanings and how these meanings function is exceptional to 
Scotland.  No other country that I know of has a distinctive, almost 
infinitely variable (and therefore undefined) cloth pattern as a 
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national badge.  It endorses 
a recognition of difference, an 
inclusiveness that is sensitive to 
qualities of character, liabilities 
of preference, strengths and 
weaknesses that anyone can 
see at work in any family.”  Here 
Riach has offered us a cultural 
sieve through which we can 
filter many of the attempts 
in these chapters to generate 
explanations of what tartan is 
about, as well as our own ideas 
on the matter, all contributing 
components to his complex 
dynamic.

Riach maps out his journey 
with sites sampled here: the 
dispersal of the clans after 
Culloden in 1746; the relocation 
of Highlanders in the late-
eighteenth and early-nineteenth 
centuries within Scotland and 
around the world in the wake 
of the Clearances; emigration 
after World War II until the 
present century, to the extent 
that “globally now, tartan is a 
fabric in neon, a bridge back” 
to wherever your Scotland is or 
used to be.  He references the 
great poet Hugh MacDiarmid 
(pen name of Christopher 
Murray Grieve) on his tartan 
entitlement and his role in the 
tartanless 1928 founding of the 
National Party of Scotland; music 
historian and poet John Purser 
of the UHI’s Sabhal Mòr Ostaig; 
Robert Burns; Sir Walter Scott; 
BBC television; the 1882 crofters’ 
Battle of the Braes in Skye and 
the consequent Crofters’ Act 
two years later; war memorials 
with sculptures of kilted Scottish 
soldiers throughout Scotland; 
postcards featuring kilted John 
Brown, Queen Victoria’s  ghillie 
and personal attendant; novelist 
Neil Gunn; a list of films from 
1918 to 1964; novelist Lewis 
Grassic Gibbon (pen name of 
James Leslie Mitchell) and his 
1930s trilogy A Scots Quair 
adapted for television in the 
1970s and 1980s; filmmaker Bill 
Forsyth; DC Comics’ Batman: 
The Scottish Connection; novelist 
Ian Rankin; and supermodel Elle 

Macpherson in tartan underwear.  Follow Riach’s speculative journey 
at your leisure and then see if you share his conclusion that “the 
point I have been arguing for, more or less implicitly, throughout this 
essay: that even within ideologies that enforce our constriction, we 
may find the seeds of our liberation.”

John Brown, Queeen Victoria’s ghillie and personal 
attendant.  Courtesy Wikipedia
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Paul Maloney, ‘Wha’s like 
us?’ Ethnic Representation 
in Music Hall and Popular 
Theatre and the Remaking of 
Scottish Society

Paul Maloney is an associate in 
Theatre Studies in the University 
of Glasgow’s School of Culture 
and Creative Arts.

Maloney asserts that “The Scotch 
comic – so often reduced to 
the single and divisive figure 
of [Sir] Harry Lauder [1870-
1950] – is cast as an inferiorist, 
kitsch embodiment of Kailyard 
and tartanry.”  From this base 
Maloney reviews patterns of 
change in popular culture along 
with the business of culture in 
modern Scotland, drawing on the 
expansion of scholarship with 
tortuous specificity, concentrating 
on the 1920s and 1930s.  This 
results in a revelatory mosaic 
that exposes a facet of Scottish 
culture unknown to today’s 
inhabitants of a Scotland steeped 
in historical traditions.

Susanne Hagemann, Literary 
Tartanry as Translation

Susanne Hagemann teaches 
in the Scottish Studies 
Centre, Johannes Gutenberg-
Universität Mainz and has 
written extensively on Scottish 
literature and on translation.  
In this chapter she chooses to 
make use of “translation” in an 
unusual application, namely 
that “cultures and societies can 
be translated, and it has been 
argued that they constitute 
themselves in and through 
translation.” Her focus is on “a 
range of translation processes 
in Compton Mackenzie’s [1941] 
Highland farce The Monarch of 
the Glen.”  (The novel became 
the basis of a seven-series BBC 
television show from 2000 to 
2005.)  From there Hagemann 
branches out into sources of 
what she defines as “literary 
tartanry” with which The 
Monarch of the Glen is “awash,” 

deconstructing the 
novel with avidity.  Its 
“various translation 
processes suggest 
a viable way of 
interpreting tartanry, 
namely as one among 
a range of possible 
translations …”  Thus 
tartanry is given yet 
another use.

Richard Butt, 
Looking at Tartan 
in Film: History, 
Identity and 
Spectacle

Richard Butt is deputy 
principal of Queen 
Margaret University 
with a Ph.D. in Scottish 
documentary film from 
the Open University 
and Queen Margaret 
University.

Butt’s purpose is to 
assess “the historical 
place of cinematic 
tartanry and the 

deployment of tartan in cinema more broadly, identifying both variety 
and continuity in the way in which tartan has functioned in film 
costume and narrative.”  He draws on the extensive scholarship of 
film (and other moving imagery) covering writing; script; costuming 
technology from the late-nineteenth century onwards; exhibition; 
and the political economy of distribution in cinemas, on television 
and recorded media. 

Unlike some subjects of other chapters, Butt’s subject – film – will be 
familiar to all readers of this newsletter. He cites 49 films from five 
countries produced from1898 to 2006 (full details are given in the 
book’s filmography) to show how widely tartan has been applied to 
various scripted frameworks in the service of one or all parts of his 
sub-title: history, identity or spectacle. 

What are we to make of such a 108-year international compendium? 

Harry Lauder with his crooked walking 
stick. A full length portrait, New York 1906. 
Courtesy Wikipedia

Promoting Your Event
If you are organizing an event or participating in an activity 
that would be of interest to fellow alumni in the GTA, please 
get in touch with our Communications Officer:  
Paul Bradley pauljfrbradley@gmail.com  

You may also join us on LinkedIn or Facebook to submit your 
information directly to participating members through these 
networks.

mailto:pauljfrbradley@gmail.com
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Butt’s agglomeration of critical 
and scholarly commentary and 
analysis gives us the answer 
in enlightening detail.  His 
conclusion, that “tartan’s varied 
cinematic deployment evokes its 
equally varied history, a history 
that film itself both reproduces 
and fashions,” stimulates us to 
watch these films again for yet 
another historical perspective on 
Scotland’s mediated spectacular 
identity.

Margaret Munro, Tartan 
Comics and Comic Tartanry

Margaret Munro is chairman 
and director of the Portobello 
Heritage Trust.  (Portobello 
is an eastern suburb of 
Edinburgh.)  Her chapter draws 
on her unpublished 2006 Ph.D. 
dissertation Language and 
Cultural Identities in the Scots 
Comic Tradition.  It is heavily 
laden with structuralist and 
postmodern media theory, 
more so than any of the other 
chapters in the book, in order 
to deconstruct her theme: “The 
use of tartan in performance, 
often in the form of a kilt, can 
be represented as perpetuating 
an unrealistic, stereotypical 
identity.”  To exemplify this 
assessment she looks at Scottish 
comedians from the late-
nineteenth to the early-twenty-
first centuries, all of whom used 
tartan kilts in some if not most 
of their performances, and also 
draws on other contributors 
to the book.  This results in 
her chapter being imbued 
with an unusual amount of 
scholarly apparatus –while it 
is substantive in its treatment 
of her theme, it is immersed in 
discursive complexity, making it 
a challenging read.

Mark Percival, Rock, Pop and 
Tartan

Mark Percival is a senior lecturer 
in the Media, Communication and 

Performing Arts Division of Queen Margaret University and a member 
of its Centre for Communication, Cultural and Media Studies.  He 
was a BBC Radio Scotland broadcaster of alternative and indie 
music before writing his 2007 Ph.D. dissertation on the relationship 
between the record industry and the radio industry in the UK.  He 
has also been a DJ and music promoter which has led to further 
research on music and musicians, principally in Glasgow.  He has 
blended his academic research and professional experience into an 
encyclopaedic knowledge of rock and pop music in the UK and the 
USA.

What is tartan’s role and status in the context of rock and pop?  
As Percival posits: “tartan in post-1940s Anglo-US popular-music 
culture is a site where notions of Scottishness and national identity 
meet discourses of commerce, creativity and authenticity.”  In this 
chapter he examines “issues of tartan and meaning in rock and 
pop in an international context” from the 1950s to the early years 
of this century.  He divides this period into first, “Rock and roll to 
glam: tradition and showing out, 1954–75” and then “Punk and its 
legacy: irony, subversion and new authenticities, 1976–2010.”  From 
a huge array during these 56 years he has chosen those musicians, 
performers and genres that best illustrate “the shifting semiotics of 
tartan in UK and North American popular music.”

Percival prompts us to derive from this study that “the connotations 
of the deployment of tartan as identity coding in popular music are 
complex, polysemic and often contradictory, not least in Scotland 
itself.”  Quoting Jonathan Faiers, “Tartan is above all, a textile of  
contradiction [author’s emphasis] whilst being simultaneously … 
quintessentially traditional and rebellious.”  Could this be seen to 
apply to the music of Scotland itself? His conclusion: “Tartan … 
retains its polysemic power in popular music: it is simultaneously 
‘authentic’ and ‘inauthentic’; ironic and straight; conformist and 
rebellious.  Tartan in pop continues to be all of these things and 
therefore also continues to signify not just Scotland, but many 
Scotlands.”  The book provides a discography of albums and singles.  
Which Scotland will you listen to tonight? 

Hugh O’Donnell, Class Warriors or Generous Men in Skirts? 
The Tartan Army in the Scottish and Foreign Press

Hugh O’Donnell is a professor of media and journalism at Glasgow 
Caledonian University. His research field is the cross-cultural analysis 
of popular cultural products. He has contributed here an engaging 
and amusing article on the Tartan Army, the name given to fans of 

Are you a fan of Scottish writing?

Do you enjoy reading novels and non-fiction by Scottish 
authors? How about books about Scotland or Scots? 

If so, EDUCT would welcome your views and opinions for 
publication in EDUCT News. Please contact the EDUCT News 
Editor, Simon Miles at simon-miles@sympatico.ca.

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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Scotland’s national football team, which attends all of its matches, at 
home and abroad.  It is now a huge enterprise.  Paste this link into 
your browser and navigate from there: www.tartanarmy.net    You 
will find Tartan Army photographs, their repertoire of songs, their 
performances at football matches and other sites, the list of clubs 
and the merchandise Tartan Army members buy and use in all their 
appearances. 

David Goldie, Don’t Take the High Road: Tartanry and Its 
Critics

David Goldie is a senior lecturer in the Department of English Studies 
at the University of Strathclyde.  He researches twentieth-century 
and contemporary Scottish and British literature, with specific 
interests in literature and popular culture, the history of literary 
criticism, and the literature of place.

Goldie starts out in a vein that is both ironic and mocking when 
he suggests that tartan is “one of God’s better jokes” and then 
pounces on tartanry with its “sentimental vulgarity and its weird 
mixture of ostentation and supplication,” continuing in a mordant 
broadside rounding on the critics of his title.  “For twentieth-century 
critics … the discourse of tartan, with its connotations of couthy 
sentimentalism and provincialism on the one hand and low-brow 
music hall innuendo on the other, proved to be an aggravation and 
even a source of deep shame.” 

In a more reflective fashion Goldie moderates his tone when he 
writes, “It would, of course, be pushing it a little to say that all 
manifestations of tartanry can bear such scrutiny.  There are plainly 
forms that most people would agree have very little claim to serious 
aesthetic consideration.” 

Goldie returns to the critics in his conclusion.  “The problem with 
the higher critics of Scottish popular culture in the twentieth century 
was that they failed to see that in actively consuming and replicating 
tartanry … popular culture did not yield but effectively took 
ownership of it.  This is a mistake that twenty-first-century criticism 
should not and probably will not make.  Tartanry is, and should be 
seen as, something of a joke.  But we should always remember that 
jokes are complex things, and remember too that you can do much 
more interesting things with jokes than simply laugh at them.”

***

By way of envoi, we may safely conclude that the editor’s expectation 
that the book will serve to develop the “lively, unresolvable, 
flourishing and colourful debate” on tartan and tartanry will be 
realized.   The book is a highly authoritative guide to its subject. 

Treasurer’s Report

Our Treasurer reports that EDUCT’s accounts, as of 31 August 2021, 
show a balance of $9,019.62.

A SPECIAL OFFER TO EDUCT 
MEMBERS

Would you like to own a copy of 
the latest book on the University 
of Edinburgh?

Jean Grier and Mary Bownes, 
Private Giving, Public Good: 
The Impact of Philanthropy at 
the University of Edinburgh, 
(Edinburgh: University of 
Edinburgh Press, 2014), 224 pp., 
£30.

EDUCT would like to make it 
possible for every member to 
own a copy of this magnificent 
book on our University.  We have 
arranged for a slight discount 
to be offered to members.  Just 
how much we can offer off the 
market price of £30 depends on 
our shipping costs.  If you would 
like to purchase a copy, or if you 
are planning to visit Edinburgh 
soon and can help with the 
transport of a few copies at no 
charge, please contact Simon 
Miles at 416-466-8793 or  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca. 

For a review of the book, see 
EDUCT News, September 2014, 
p.19.

http://www.tartanarmy.net/
http://www.tartanarmy.net/
http://www.tartanarmy.net/
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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Friends of EDUCT

Friends of EDUCT are recognized 
by virtue of the generosity they 
demonstrated when, as non- 
members, they donated to the 
University of Edinburgh through an 
EDUCT-initiated special fund. 

Carlyle Circle Members  
in Canada
EDUCT wishes to acknowledge the 
generosity of alumni and friends 
of the University of Edinburgh who 
have decided to leave a bequest to 
the University in their wills. They 
are recognized by the University as 
Carlyle Circle members. We extend 
our gratitude to each of them. If 
you are a member of the Carlyle 
Circle or know of such members, 
you are encouraged to contact us. 

Honorary Members of EDUCT
Recipients of Honorary Degrees 
from the University of Edinburgh 
who reside in Canada are invited 
to become Honorary Members of 
EDUCT. 

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Annual membership fees are due in 
January of each year. 

If you have not yet renewed for this 
year, please send your cheque, for 
$35, payable to EDUCT, and marked 
“membership”, to our Treasurer, 
Sarah Tulley, at: Unit 411 - 119 
Merton Street, Toronto, ON M4S 
3G5. Or pay by INTERAC e-transfer, 
via educt.treasurer@gmail.com

Your promptness in this regard 
greatly lightens the load on our 
volunteer Board and is thus 
much appreciated. Thank you, in 
advance, for your payment. 

 

Are You On Our List?
We know of over 240 alumni in the 
Toronto area. As of 31 Aug 2021, 
we have 156 members, most of 
whom are in the Toronto area. If 
you would be interested in joining 
EDUCT, please do not hesitate to 
contact the EDUCT President or the 
Club Treasurer.

EDUCT News is published three 
times a year in January, May and 
September. Please send submissions 
or ideas for articles to the Editor: 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Our thanks go out to:
Alex Sayers Web Solutions for 
graphic design and layout
www.alexsayers.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Graham Ferguson, President, 
(B.Sc. Hons 1975), 416.605.7074 
graham@ppdeng.com 

Sarah Tulley, Treasurer and 
Membership Secretary, (exchange 
student 2005-06), 416.476.9575 
sarahetulley@gmail.com

Simon Miles, Past President and 
Editor of EDUCT News, (M.A. Hons 
1962), 416.466.8793  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Paul Bradley, Past President and 
Communications,    
(B.Sc. Hons 1982), 416.464.9771 
pauljfrbradley@gmail.com 

Chris Valley Ban, Immediate 
Past President, (M.Sc. 1990), 
416.489.2011  
chrisban@bell.net

Alan Pearson, Past President, 
(LL.B. Hons 1971), 416.237.9874 
apearson@bell.net

Natalia Modjeska, (Ph.D. 2004),
647-505-7026
nmodjeska@gmail.com

Fiona Tompkinson. (M.Sc. 2001),
416-728-4254
fibruce@gmail.com

Follow us!

Did you know that EDUCT is on Facebook and Twitter? Stay up 
to date with EDUCT events and news at: 

www.facebook.com/EDUCToronto 

@EDUCT1

mailto:pauljfrbradley@gmail.com
mailto:nmodjeska@gmail.com
mailto:fibruce@gmail.com
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