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Issue 52 January 2020

Message from the President Upcoming Club and Alumni Events

Happy Hogmanay!  Since 
our last newsletter we have 
had stimulating talks by both 
Edinburgh Prof. Henry Thompson, 
on Artificial Intelligence and the 
World Wide Web (see p. 6), and 
our local guest speaker, Prof. 
Brad Faught, on Allenby and the 
Making the Modern Middle East 
(see p. 3).

Looking forward, we kick off the 
new year with our annual Burns 
Nightcap.  Some of the talent 
volunteered to perform months 
ago.  This bodes well for a fun-
filled night.  Another highlight 
will be the University-hosted 
Applicant’s Session in March: a 
perfect opportunity for recent 
alumni to share their impressions 
about Edinburgh and help answer 
questions of would-be students.  
And do come to our annual 
dinner to hear David McClay - an 
engaging, impassioned speaker, 
talk about the University’s 
remarkable collections (see p. 8).  
I’m sure we will all leave with a 
tale for a cocktail party.

Finally, do join me in welcoming 
three new members to our 
Board.  Sadly, Brittany Howlett 
has decided to take an extended 
leave in India.  Graham Ferguson 
replaces her as Vice-President 
and Dana O’Born replaces her as 
Communications Director.  And 
Sarah Tulley will take over from 
John Krijgsman as Treasurer at 
our AGM (see p. 13).

Chris Valley Ban

The Newsletter of the Edinburgh University Club of Toronto [EDUCT]

The 2020 Burns Nightcap                             

When: Thursday, 23 January 2020, 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm (2 days 
before Burns). 

Where:  The Duke of Kent, on Yonge Street, east side, at 
Roehampton Avenue, just north of Eglinton Avenue East.  Parking 
underground across Yonge, or surface lot on Roehampton.

Details: All are part of the entertainment. 

Cost: $45 for members and guests; $50 for non-members.

Info: Chris Valley Ban, chrisban@bell.net  416-489-2011

University of Edinburgh Applicants Session   

When: Wednesday, 4 March 2020, 6:30 to 8:30 pm. 

Where:  Bayview Glen School, 85 Moatfield Drive, Toronto, M3B 3L6. 
(Senior School entrance)

Details: The University is the organizer of this information session 
for would-be Edinburgh students.  As in past years, EDUCT will 
provide some speakers to talk about their experiences at Edinburgh.  
All EDUCT members are welcome to attend to help answer questions 
from students and their parents during the reception. 

Info:   Victoria Crewe-Nelson, victoria.crewe-nelson@lawpro.ca  
416-598-5856

The Edinburgh Research Office

When: Tuesday, 24 March 2020, 6:30 pm. 

Where: Party Room, 1177 Yonge Street, Toronto. Use entrance on 
Summerhill Avenue, on north side of building.

Details: Catherine Burns, Assistant Director and Head of Strategic 
Research Development, at the Edinburgh Research Office, will 
lead this discussion of the work of the office with an introductory 
overview.  Discussion, over pizza and wine, will follow.

Cost: $15 for members and guests; $20 for non-members.

RSVP: Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca   416-466-8793

MEMBERSHIP FEES
Membership fees for 2020 are due in January. If you have not 

yet renewed, please see page 23 for details.
We now take INTERAC e-transfers.

mailto:chrisban@bell.net
mailto:victoria.crewe-nelson@lawpro.ca
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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EDUCT Annual Dinner

When: Friday, 3 April 2020, 6:30 pm. 

Where:  The Great Hall, The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, 
Toronto.

Details: David McClay, Philanthropy Manager, Library & University 
Collections, University of Edinburgh, will be our after-dinner speaker. 
David’s theme will be The University Collections. 

Cost:   $90 for members and guests; $95 for non-members.

Info:  Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca   416-466-8793

Film Screening and Glass of Whisky

When: Sunday, 26 April 2020, at 3:00 pm.

Where: Party Room, 1177 Yonge Street, Toronto. Use entrance on 
Summerhill Avenue, on north side of building.

Details: Join us to watch the classic 82-minute Ealing Studios 
comedy Whisky Galore! (1948) and sample a glass or two of whisky.  
Tea and coffee are on hand for those not fancying whisky at that 
hour.  The film takes place during World War II when a ship full 
of whisky is wrecked on a small Hebridean island and leaves the 
local customs and excise man in a pickle.  As the Sunday Chronicle 
reviewed: “Brilliantly witty and fantastic, but wholly plausible.”  
There will be a short introduction about our film.

Cost:  $15 for members and guests; $20 for non-members.

RSVP:  Chris Valley Ban chrisban@bell.net 416-489-2011

Annual General Meeting 

When: Sunday, 31 May 2020, at 1:00 pm.

Where:  Party Room, 1177 Yonge Street, Toronto. Use entrance on 
Summerhill Avenue, on north side of building.  

Details: There is no charge for the AGM. 

Info: Chris Valley Ban, chrisban@bell.net  416-489-2011

EDUCT Doors Open Toronto Tour

When: Sunday, 31 May 2020, at 2:30 pm.

Where: We will arrange a tour of one or two of the buildings open 
to the public on the Doors Open weekend.  For those not attending 
the AGM, we will meet at the building. 

Cost:  TBA. 

Info:   Chris Valley Ban, chrisban@bell.net  416-489-2011

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:chrisban@bell.net
mailto:chrisban@bell.net
mailto:chrisban@bell.net
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this early career setback, he successfully enrolled at the Royal 
Military College, Sandhurst, in 1880.  By 1882 he was a lieutenant 
in a cavalry regiment and began his military career.  The ongoing 
conflict between the British and the Boers led to regular commuting 
between England and South Africa.  It was in the Second Boer War, 
of 1899-1902, that he both thrived as a soldier and first became 
noted for the strength of his personality.  The war had started badly 
until Kitchener, then Chief of Staff, appeared.  Allenby got along well 
with Kitchener.  In short, Allenby became one of the rising men in 
the British officer class.

When the First World War broke out in 1914 Allenby was given 
command of a cavalry division.  For the next three years he was 
on the Western Front with short breaks for respite.  He was a good 
commander, but he was clearly being worn down by the interminable 
nature of the war, with so little movement and so much death.  Like 
many of his generation he was mentally scarred by the wastage of 
men and horses, and the standstill on the battlefield.  By the spring 
of 1917 he was near the point of a breakdown.  However, it was at 
this time that Prime Minister Lloyd George was encouraging more 
action on other fronts than western Europe.  He was looking for 
a triumph to prop up morale after the introduction of conscription 
and the bloodbath of the Somme.  He was also looking for a 
new commander for the Egyptian Expeditionary Force (EEF).  
Interviewing the tall and imposing Allenby, Lloyd George recognized 
at once he had found someone whom he felt could fill that post and 
deliver a victory.

At the end of June 1917 Allenby arrived in Cairo to take charge 
of the EEF.  He immediately set about putting a plan together for 
success on the battlefield.   He had to drive the Turks north and out 
of what is today’s Near East.  One of his early initiatives was to move 
his headquarters from Cairo to Rafah to be nearer the front lines in 
Gaza.  Under his command was the young British Army Intelligence 
officer T.E. Lawrence, also known as Lawrence of Arabia.  Lawrence 

Allenby: Making the Modern 
Middle East

by Chris Valley Ban and Simon 
Miles

On 1 October 2019, EDUCT 
enjoyed a talk by Professor C. 
Brad Faught - the Chair of the 
Department of History at Tyndale 
University College in Toronto, 
and a Senior Fellow of Massey 
College, University of Toronto 
- on his latest book, Allenby: 
Making the Modern Middle 
East.   Bloomsbury Publishing is 
expected to launch the book in 
the summer. 

Professor Faught indicated that 
he had chosen to focus on the 
years 1917 to 1925 in his talk 
because that was the period 
when Allenby was most active 
in the Middle East.  This was 
a time when the world was in 
turmoil with the First World War; 
when the Middle East was being 
shaped by the politics that led to 
the Sykes–Picot Agreement, on 
which major powers would have 
effective control over various 
parts of the Middle East, and 
the Balfour Declaration, which 
announced British support for 
the establishment, in Palestine, 
of a national home for the 
Jewish people; and, when the 
future shape of Europe would 
be decided at the Paris Peace 
Conference of 1919. 

However, our speaker first 
introduced us to the young 
Edmund Allenby who began his 
life, in 1861, in a prominent 
but not high-born family in 
Nottinghamshire, England.  As 
a young boy he moved to the 
small, sleepy, coastal town of 
Felixstowe, where he developed 
a passion for the outdoors and 
studying nature.  Tragically, 
when just 15, he suffered the 
loss of his father.  Young Edmund 
was sent off to Haileybury 
College with the intention of 
preparing him for a career in 
the Indian Civil Service.  Twice 
he took the Indian Civil Service 
exam and failed.  Overcoming 

Professor C. Brad Faught is welcomed by Chris Valley Ban
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had become famous for his 
command of irregular Arab 
troops.  Notably, he had pulled 
off a successful, secret attack at 
Aqaba on the Red Sea without 
the knowledge or support of 
the Arab Bureau, which was 
responsible for the collection of 
intelligence about the Arabs in 
the region.  When Allenby and 
Lawrence met, Allenby saw a 
natural ally in Lawrence.  This 
was a man who could support 
his right (eastern) flank while he 
concentrated on a campaign to 
take Jerusalem.  This strategy 
worked.  The British eventually 
overcame the Turks with a 
surprise victory at the Battle of 
Beersheba.  Shortly after that, 
in early December 1917, the 
British drove the Turks out from 
the Holy City of Jerusalem.  On 
11 December Allenby famously 
dismounted from his horse and, 
out of respect for the Holy City, 
entered Jerusalem through the 
Jaffa Gate on foot.  This scene 
went down in history as being 
in clear contrast to the German 
Kaiser’s entry on horseback in 
1898.  And in further contrast 
with the past – and to the 
doubtless disappointment of 
newspaper editors – Allenby, 
very anxious not to appear as 
‘the new crusader’, made his 
much celebrated and fair-minded 
proclamation of martial law.  
Allenby stayed on as Pro Vice 
Consul.  And several battles later 
the Turks were defeated at the 
Battle of Megiddo on the Plain 
of Armageddon, which led to 
the march into Damascus on 1 
October 1918.  Again, this was a 
victory of lasting consequence.  
Victorious, the Allies pulled back 
and allowed their Arab backers 
to take control of the city.  

With the end of the First World 
War Allenby began his transition 
from being a man of arms to 
an administrator.  1919 was a 
year of recognition for Allenby.  
He was promoted to the rank 
of Field Marshall on 31 July 
and created Viscount Allenby 
of Megiddo and Felixstowe on 7 

October.  Given his first-hand knowledge of the region, Lloyd George 
invited Allenby to be a member of the British delegation attending 
the Paris Peace Conference in 1919.  At that Conference the Arabs 
were expecting to be delivered a country.  The British, however, 
were more concerned about keeping the French out of the region.  
However, while the Peace Conference was underway, the first signs 
of nationalism were emerging in Egypt.  Lloyd George appointed 
Allenby as Special High Commissioner to Egypt with the remit of 
sorting out the problem.  

With his wife Mabel at his side Allenby lived in Cairo for the next 6 
years in an opulent residence along the Nile.  However, although 
that may sound glamorous, it was not plain sailing.  Allenby pushed 
hard to reform the economy and the governance.  There were acts 
of resistance and terrorism.  Allenby stood his ground and led the 
effort to bring a degree of autonomy and independence to Egypt 
after its having been a protectorate since 1882.  This new status for 
Egypt was given formal expression in the document known as “the 

Viscount Allenby
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Reflections on the Sunday Edition of Bowling

by Chris Valley Ban 

Your EDUCT board likes to test all manner of skills possessed by our 
alumni: from axe throwing to lawn bowling to singing the praises 
of Robert Burns.  So far, no one has been injured or traumatized at 
these events. Unfortunately, your membership fee does not provide 
insurance coverage for any such eventuality. 

Occasionally, we organize an event that challenges us in ways we 
would never have imagined possible.  For Sunday, 10 November 
2019, we planned a bowling outing.  If we were to schedule it for 
the morning, there would be some initial concern that turnout would 
be affected by devotees of The Sunday Edition with Michael Enright.  
Setting aside the obvious convenience of listening to Mr. Enright 
on the CBC’s freely available tax-supported podcast which, once 
it is posted in the afternoon, you can access at any time of your 
choosing, it became apparent that alumni listeners want to hear the 
words fresh before they became a stale afterthought by tea time.

A second factor 
also shaped our 
final decision.  
In ages past, 
some may 
remember, 
many of a 
certain faith 
went to a place 
of worship after 
their breakfast 
on Sunday.  

Fearing the 
possibility that 
Mr. Enright 
might be 
protected under 
our Charter 
of Rights and 
Freedoms, and 
not willing to 
risk the ire 
of those who 
might claim 
discrimination 
on religious 

grounds and take this to the Human Rights Tribunal of Ontario, we 
chose the safe afternoon option.

On that cold and overcast Sunday at 1:30 p.m. a small group of 
alumni and friends, six persons in total, got together to share a 
lane at Playtime Bowl (33 Samor Road) for an hour. To the save the 
participants any further embarrassment, suffice it to say that we all 
knocked some pins down, and even made the odd strike. It was fun 
while it lasted and that is where we will leave this story.   

Editor’s Note: As one of those who likes his Enright fresh, I applaud 
the sensitivity of the President to proclivities of the certain among 
us.

Allenby Declaration”.  It granted 
Egypt a degree of independence 
similar to that enjoyed by other 
constituent parts of the Empire, 
such as Canada and Australia.  
A draft constitution appeared 
in 1922 and an Egyptian-led 
government was established in 
1924.  

The transition was not smooth 
in Britain or in Egypt.  Many in 
the British government, including 
Churchill and Curzon, wanted to 
maintain the Empire.  The then 
current situation for Irish Home 
Rule frustrated matters further.  
Persevering with his reforms 
in spite of these drawbacks, in 
Egypt Allenby also faced a spate 
of assassinations in the European 
community.  In late 1924, Lee 
Stack, the Commander-in-Chief 
of the British Army in Egypt, 
was murdered in the middle of 
Cairo in a Cadillac.  In response, 
Allenby cracked down hard 
on the perpetrators of these 
atrocities.  However, when 
Allenby resigned in 1925, he 
left in place a constitution and a 
parliament with a constitutional 
monarch, King Fuad I.  This 
was the beginning of a modern 
civil society that remained 
largely intact until the Egyptian 
Revolution in 1952. 

In retirement, Allenby travelled 
frequently and returned to the 
outdoors.  He was often seen 
fishing in gaiters up to his waist.  
In what Edinburgh graduates 
would regard as a fitting end, a 
popular vote by students made 
him Lord Rector at the University 
of Edinburgh in 1936.  He made 
his final public address at our 
University and died two weeks 
later.     

All six still standing: (from the left) Yana Shirman, 
Andrew Link, Chris Valley Ban, Deanna Han, Julius 
Mlynarski, Anne Abraham
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Professor Henry Thompson 
Talks to EDUCT on Artificial 
Intelligence and the World 
Wide Web

by Simon Miles

Professor Henry Thompson 
holds a Personal Chair in Web 
Informatics at the School of 
Informatics at the University of 
Edinburgh.  In November, Henry 
was in Toronto collaborating 
with colleagues at the University 
of Toronto and while here he 
kindly devoted the evening of 
26 November to talk to EDUCT 
about his work.  The talk, 
entitled Artificial Intelligence, the 
World Wide Web and ourselves: 
how we all get along, like his 
programme of research, was far 
reaching.  

Before providing a summary 
of the talk, a few words on 
Henry are called for.  Henry is 
an American who has spent his 
professional life at the University 
of Edinburgh.  He undertook all 
of his university education at 
Berkeley, in Computer Science 
and Linguistics.  Completing 
his doctorate in 1980, Henry 
was then recruited by the 
then-Department of Artificial 
Intelligence at Edinburgh – 
today’s School of Informatics.  
He is also affiliated, as a Fellow, 
with the Alan Turing Institute.  
Based at the British Library 
in London, this is a recently-
established national institute 
for data science and artificial 
intelligence.  Edinburgh was one 
of its five founding universities 
in 2015 and another eight have 
since joined the collaborative 
network. 

The talk fell into two parts, each 
covering distinct, broad areas of 
his research: cognitive science 
and artificial intelligence (AI); 
and, the World Wide Web.  

Henry began the first part of 
his talk by introducing us to 
some of the language used.  We 
learned that cognitive science 
and AI are both concerned with 

the mind, the brain and computers.  They are relatively recent fields 
of enquiry: AI was developed in the 1960s and cognitive science 
became recognized in the mid- to late-1970s.  For researchers, it is 
significant that they both involve interdisciplinary work that, by its 
nature, is not easy to fund. 

Albeit that they are recent areas of study, the questions they are 
addressing are ancient. Those questions include, for example: how 
do we think?; what is the difference between brain and mind?; 
what is consciousness?; and, with respect to our thinking and our 
behaviour, what is due to nature, and what is due to nurture?

Despite these similarities, cognitive science is not AI.  AI focuses 
on behaviour: it can be used to build ‘smart’ computer systems 
– that do things that we had thought only people could do, such 
as speak and understand, reason and plan.  It is not particularly 
concerned with understanding how people do these things.  Thus 
one should not expect computers to play chess in the way people 
do.  Cognitive science is best described as a methodology, that is, a 
way of investigating and a style of explanation.  Perhaps somewhat 
confusingly, it was actually called ‘strong AI’ until the late-1970s.

Having got this basic information on the table, Henry then shifted 
our attention to one of the questions driving the work on AI and 
cognitive science: what makes us so different from other animals?

Henry explored candidate explanations.  He accepts that self-
awareness is important but made clear that some other animals 
possess it.  He demonstrated how the human brain, which is 
operating much more slowly than many machines do, nevertheless 
operates very efficiently and thus enables us to ignore the 

Henry Thompson, centre right, with, to the left, Simon Miles, Paul 
Bradley, Alan Pearson and, to the right, Chris Valley Ban and 
Jonathon Baker



EDUCT News January 2020

7

uninteresting and focus our mind 
on what is important to us.  He 
left us thinking we still have not 
answered the question.

And then Henry suggested 
that maybe we can answer 
the question after all.  We 
now have this new tool: the 
computer.   And it is pretty 
remarkable.  As Henry noted, 
his cell phone today can store 
more information than the whole 
university system could when he 
arrived in Edinburgh 39 years 
ago.  Henry presented us with 
the fundamental proposition 
of cognitive science: “Mind 
is to brain as software is to 
hardware”.  Assuming that we 
accept that meaning is common 
to computers and people, our 
understanding of one can lead to 
our understanding of the other. 

Another assumption here is what 
Henry refers to as the founding 
assumption of cognitive science, 
namely: that it is symbolic 
computation that we are talking 
about and that the symbols in 
the computation correspond in 
some way to the symbols in our 
mind.  This assumption was at 
the heart of early AI in the 1960s 
and early cognitive science in 
the 1970s.  But then Henry told 
us that the early attempts to 
build general-purpose reasoning 
systems, what is today called 
“artificial general intelligence”, 
never succeeded.  In contrast, 
most of AI’s success has been 
achieved by non-symbolic 
means, in such areas as machine 
learning, deep learning and big 
data.

What has evolved from this is 
the parallel rise of data-intensive 
systems and of computational 
neuroscience.  The former has 
seen statistical models becoming 
dominant in the construction 
of working systems in such 
areas as speech and language 
processing, and machine 
translation.  The latter has been 
characterized by research that 
has shifted attention downwards 

to the modeling of neural circuitry and even the modeling of 
individual nerve cells, etc.  This parting of the ways raises the 
question as to the future of cognitive science.  Can we expect to 
have a description of human behaviour above the neural?  Can there 
be a computational description?  Henry suggested that the general 
consensus is that, while we have neural modeling at the sensory 
periphery today, we may be able to have symbolic computation for 
higher-level harder problems only sometime in the distant future.  
But he wound up this part of his talk on a positive note, namely that 
both lines of research are still needed.  And for those who want to 
learn more about how far AI has to go in developing systems that 
are genuinely intelligent, Henry recommended the new book by his 
colleague at the University of Toronto, Brian Cantwell Smith, “The 
Promise of Artificial Intelligence: Reckoning and Judgment”.

Turning to the second part of his talk, on the World Wide Web, Henry 
started by making clear the difference between the World Wide 
Web and the Internet.  The World Wide Web was invented by Tim 
Berners-Lee, now Sir Tim.  In its initial form it was a tool Sir Tim 
put together almost 40 years ago, when he was working at CERN, 
in Switzerland, to enable his physicist colleagues to share drafts of 
their papers on their work.  It has since evolved into the mechanism 
we use for all manner of things.   Henry encouraged us to think of 
it as Sir Tim has described it, as a “shared information space”.  The 
Internet is a globe-spanning hardware and protocol infrastructure.  
One of the many protocols on the Internet is HTTP, or Hypertext 
Transfer Protocol.  This is the enabling protocol of the World Wide 
Web.  It was present in Sir Tim’s original design for the Web.  As 
a network protocol HTTP constitutes a convention for the form of 
message exchanges.  

In essence, the notion of standards becomes important here.  This 
became more apparent when Henry took us into a more detailed 
step-by-step account of what happens when we make a request for 
information on a web page.  As the request goes from our browser 
to a server and back, it passes through the domain of three different 
standards bodies.  Henry emphasized that their standards only 
work if conformance is in everyone’s interests.  One is left with the 
impression that things could easily get out of hand in this respect.  
The three standards bodies have no legal authority. 

Henry then introduced us to another constituent part of the Web, the 
URL/URI which, like the HTTP, was invented by Sir Tim.  The URI, or 
Uniform Resource Identifier, provides a uniform or standard generic 
syntax for the identifier of the resource (or that which one may be 
seeking … better thought of as a ‘referent’).  Henry showed us the 
constituent parts of the syntax … imagine the URL/URI that you have 
pasted into your browser … from the ‘scheme’ (which is the HTTP) 
through the ‘domain’ to the ’path’ and, possibly, the ‘query’ and 
‘segment’.  And as we have experienced, although a URL/URI may 
not change, that which one accesses may change.  Henry cited web 
pages for newspapers and airport arrival and departure boards as 
examples with which we are all familiar.

To illustrate the potential and the drawbacks of the Web Henry 
referred to the role of the Web in aiding scholarship.  Remember, 
this was the point of the original shared space of Sir Tim.  There is 
now enormous pressure to commit all scholarship to the Web.  But 
scholarship relies on dependable sources.  And, as we all know, 
pages get changed and thus sources get lost.  In this sense, the Web 
is failing us.
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David McClay to Speak at EDUCT’s Annual Dinner

by Simon Miles

EDUCT’s Annual Dinner, on Friday 3 April, at the Arts and Letters 
Club, will feature David McClay as the keynote speaker.  David 
has a fascinating job as Philanthropy Manager, of the Library and 
University Collections, at the University of Edinburgh.  His work 
requires that he is familiar with the finest artifacts and other objects 
in the many collections that have been built up over the 400-plus 
years of the University’s existence.  Thus he is very well positioned 
to provide us with a tour of the collections.  In his talk, entitled 
Past, Present and Future: Time Travelling with the Remarkable 
University Collections, David will convey something of the extent 
of the collections, the significance of some of the iconic pieces, the 
value of the collections for the research and teaching functions of 
the University, the donors who have played such a significant role in 
shaping some of the collections and, of course, the sheer beauty of 
some of the objects.  

David is particularly well suited to be our guide to these remarkable 
collections.  He is a graduate of the University of Edinburgh, his 
first degree being in Scottish Historical Studies.  He also has 
post-graduate qualifications as an archivist from the University of 

In winding up his talk, Henry 
observed that both AI and the 
Web have fallen well short of 
what we have dreamed they 
might offer.  He cautioned us to 
mind the gap between hope and 
reality.

A lively discussion followed the 
talk.  And then some of us took 
Henry off for a well-deserved 
dinner.  He had certainly 
sung so very well for it.  And 
he had, as he had intended, 
greatly enriched our conceptual 
understanding of both AI and 
the Web.  Armed with this better 
understanding of what is going 
on, we should indeed be able to 
live up to Henry’s expectation of 
us, namely, that we can be that 
much better at being responsible 
citizens.  

EDUCT is truly grateful for 
Henry’s having taken the 
initiative to offer to talk to us 
and for having provided us with 
such a stimulating evening.

For those who would like to 
access the much more detailed 
outline of the talk that Henry 
has posted on his web site, 
which also provides information 
that time did not allow him to 
elaborate upon, please go to 
http://www.ltg.ed.ac.uk/~ht/
AI_Cogsci_the_Web_and_us.pdf 

David McClay with one of the recently acquired notebooks of Sir 
Charles Lyell

http://www.ltg.ed.ac.uk/~ht/AI_Cogsci_the_Web_and_us.pdf
http://www.ltg.ed.ac.uk/~ht/AI_Cogsci_the_Web_and_us.pdf
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Charles Lyell’s Notebooks Saved by the University from 
Export

by Simon Miles

EDUCT will doubtless be hearing more about the University of 
Edinburgh’s successful campaign to raise the funds to keep the 
historic notebooks of Sir Charles Lyell, a geologist, in the UK 
following a temporary ban on their export after they were sold 
at auction to a foreign buyer.  Heading that campaign was David 
McClay, who will be our speaker at our Annual Dinner on 3 April.  For 
more on that talk, see the preceding article.  The University, and 
David in particular, are to be congratulated on their success.

There are 294 notebooks in the collection.  They are in varying 
states of repair.  The University is working to ensure their 
preservation and their availability to scholars and the interested 
public through exhibitions and digitization.  It is quite possible that 
in the not-to-distant future we may see some of them on exhibit in 
Toronto. 

Lyell (1797 – 1875) is regarded as one of Britain’s most famous 
scientists.  He was admired by Charles Darwin, whom he mentored 
after Darwin’s return from his voyage on The Beagle in 1836.  And 
he is credited with having come up with a framework that helped 
Darwin to shape his theories of evolution.  For more information on 
the notebooks, their significance for science, and the campaign to 
save them, go to the blog being maintained by David and others at 
the University: http://libraryblogs.is.ed.ac.uk/lyell/ 

Liverpool.  He has worked for the 
National Archives of Scotland and 
the National Library of Scotland.  
One of the most enjoyable 
undertakings at the Library was 
to serve as the inaugural curator 
of the newly acquired publishing 
archives of John Murray.  This 
led to David producing his recent 
book ‘Dear Mr. Murray: Letters 
to a Gentleman Publisher’, which 
was featured in EDUCT News in 
May 2019.

David joined the University 
staff initially to work in Donor 
Relations and then moving 
to his current post.  His most 
recent achievement has been 
the heading of the successful 
campaign to raise close to £1 
million to save the notebooks 
of Sir Charles Lyell from being 
exported from the UK.  David will 
doubtless make some mention 
in his talk of that campaign, to 
which EDUCT and a number of 
its members were contributors.  
However, for more information 
on this achievement, see the 
next article. 

As is traditional at our Annual 
Dinners, we shall change seats 
between courses to enable 
you to meet as many alumni 
as possible.  We shall be 
advertising the Dinner from mid-
February on.  We encourage 
you to book your seats now for 
an illuminating and enjoyable 
evening.

Some of the Lyell notebooks now in Edinburgh

Follow us!

Did you know that EDUCT is on Facebook and Twitter? Stay up 
to date with EDUCT events and news at: 

www.facebook.com/EDUCToronto 

@EDUCT1

http://libraryblogs.is.ed.ac.uk/lyell/
http://www.facebook.com/EDUCToronto
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our good fortune in hearing from Professor Henry Thompson, 
covered separately in this newsletter, may have been due more to 
the attentiveness of Natalie Fergusson at the University than to the 
introduction of a system for identifying the travel plans of the faculty 
members. 

We introduced James to our concern that the minimum donation 
for the establishment of a named fund to exist in perpetuity may 
be raised from £25,000 to £100,000.  We made clear that EDUCT 
would not have established either of its two funds if the minimum 
had been that high.  Similarly, for many donors, leaving a bequest in 
their will for £100,000 is out of the question, whereas £25,000 could 
be much more feasible.  Thus, when one considers that perpetuity 
is an important consideration for many donors, the University could 
be turning away a good number of donors if it were to raise the 
minimum by 300 per cent.

We shared our experiences with our first year of the existence, on a 
trial basis, of the new Platform One network, an online community 
the University has been rolling out in a controlled and timely manner 
around the world to serve as a link between students, faculty and 
alumni.  We confessed to not having had occasion to take advantage 
of the medium and not having completed the survey of those 
registered on Platform One.  We expressed interest in seeing the 
results of the survey, but recognized that it may be difficult for the 
analysts to draw conclusions if those who have not used the survey 
do not complete the survey.

We look forward to welcoming James back in Toronto for our Annual 
Dinner on 3 April.

James Gauthier Meets with 
EDUCT Board

by Simon Miles

James Gauthier, the University of 
Edinburgh’s Head of Philanthropy 
for North America, visited 
Toronto at the time of our 
annual Burns Night celebration 
in January.  Although the Burns 
event will be covered in the 
May newsletter, we can report 
that four of the Board members 
met with him for dinner on 22 
January to share information and 
perceptions on mutual interests 
and concerns.  As with our 
previous meetings with James, 
the exchange proved productive. 

We covered a lot of ground: 
both with respect to our ongoing 
discussions with the University 
and new developments.

One of James’s new initiatives 
on the fundraising front is his 
search for financial support for 
scholarships for North American 
students.  This led to discussion 
on the relative merits of making 
such support available to 
graduate students, for whom an 
Edinburgh degree, in a field in 
which Edinburgh had developed 
a worldwide reputation, could 
mean much more than would 
an Edinburgh degree for an 
undergraduate student, at which 
level the choice of university 
may not be all that significant.

We discussed James’ role 
vis-à-vis clubs, given his 
necessarily meeting with club 
board members throughout 
his geographic region of 
responsibility.  Although 
University-club relations are not 
a formal part of his remit, he is 
very prepared to help clubs in 
any way he can. 

We were able to report some 
progress on an issue raised last 
year: that of getting a heads-up 
on the visits of Edinburgh faculty 
to Toronto (or indeed places 
west of here that could warrant 
a stopover here).  However, 

James Gauthier (second from left) with from left, Simon Miles, Alan 
Pearson, Victoria Crewe-Nelson and Sarah Tulley 



EDUCT News January 2020

11

EDUCT Geography Centenary 
Fund: Dr. Dan Swanton 
succeeds Professor Charlie 
Withers as EDUCT Contact at 
Edinburgh

by Simon Miles

There are several persons at 
the University of Edinburgh who 
help to ensure that the EDUCT 
Geography Centenary Fund 
is well administered: Sanne 
Dijkstra-Downie answers all 
donor questions and ensures 
our donations find their way to 
the right account; Lesley Forrest 
keeps track of the funds invested 
and available; Sophie Ramette 
ensures that the post-graduate 
student funding is advertised 
and that recipients are identified; 
a committee of academic staff 
selects the speakers for the J. 
Wreford Watson Lectures and 
makes the lectures happen; and 
our academic liaison serves as 
the main link between me, as 
the Board’s EGCF point person, 
and the University to ensure 
that everything runs smoothly.  
Until his recent retirement from 
full-time teaching and research 
and his assumption of his new 
role as Professor Emeritus, 
Professor Charles Withers 
did an admirable job as our 
academic liaison.  Without his 
full collaboration from the very 
start of our fund-raising in 2008 
we would not have been able 
to get this Fund established as 
a formal endowment and build 
up the momentum that we have 
maintained ever since.  EDUCT 
owes Professor Withers a great 
debt of gratitude.  Similarly, we 
owe much to all others involved.  
Most notably, Dr. Fraser 
Macdonald and Dr. Eric Laurier 
in recent years have done much 
to enhance the profile of the 
J.Wreford Watson Lectures.  
There are doubtless others who 
have not come to my attention 
but who have played valuable 
roles.  We thank them all.

With Professor Withers’ stepping 
down from this liaison role, 
Simon Kelley, the Head of 

the School of Geosciences, appointed Dr. Daniel Swanton as our 
new academic liaison.  Since it is important that we get to know 
something of Dan, it is helpful to give him the space to do this in his 
own words:

“I am a cultural geographer interested in urban multiculture, race 
and racism, industrial ruins, and the everyday city.  I joined Geog-
raphy at the University of Edinburgh in 2010.  I came to Edinburgh 
from Durham University where I completed my PhD - an ethnog-
raphy of everyday multiculture in Keighley, a former mill town in 
the Bradford Metropolitan District, in northern England.  In Durham 
I also worked as an ESRC Postdoctoral Fellow developing my PhD 
research, and later as a Postdoctoral Research Associate on an ES-
RC-funded project: The Waste of the World.  The Waste of the World 
post took my research in some new, and very different, directions.  I 
spent a lot of time on steel plants and tramping around post-indus-
trial landscapes, but this work has fuelled my interests in the visual 
culture, more-than-human geographies, and the stories to be told 
through the everyday materialities of the city.  I also have an MA 
degree in Geography from the University of British Columbia in Van-
couver, and a BA (Hons) degree in Geography from the University of 
Oxford.”  

More about Dan’s work and interests can be found here: 
http://dan-swanton.squarespace.com

Dr. Dan Swanton

http://dan-swanton.squarespace.com
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·	 A tenth generous donation from Simon Miles, of Toronto.

·	 And an eleventh generous donation from David Kemp, of 
Thunder Bay, Ontario.

The impact of their donations will show up in our next report. Our 
thanks are extended to all.

All interested are reminded that the Fund remains open for further 
contributions.  Any assistance you can give to help us get to the 
next milestone of £100,000 would be much appreciated by all 
in Edinburgh.  For details on how to donate, and to receive the 
appropriate form for donors from your country, please contact me at 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

EDUCT Decennial Endowment Fund: Update

by Simon Miles

As is the case with the EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund, the 
EDUCT Decennial Endowment Fund has suffered a very slight 
decline in the market value of the endowed capital.  As of the 
end of November 2019, the total investment in the Fund stood at 
£193,934, a decline of $571 from the end of August. 

As ever, we remind all who are interested that the Fund remains 
open for further contributions. For details on how to donate, and to 
receive the appropriate form for donors from your country, please 
contact me at simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Dan has expressed his interest 
in making as much as possible 
of the EGCF and we look forward 
to collaborating with him and his 
colleagues.

On the investment front the 
news is not so good. In this 
reporting period the EDUCT 
Geography Centenary Fund 
suffered a slight loss in the 
market value of the endowed 
capital.  At the end of November 
2019, the total investment in the 
Fund stood at £96,066, a decline 
of $283 from the end of August.  

Being January, and as is our 
tradition, we thank our donors 
in the previous year.  This year 
we extend our thanks to the 
following for their generosity. 

·	 A fourth generous donation 
from Grant Buchan-
Terrell of Oakville, Ontario; 
Margaret Wyeth of 
Victoria B.C.; and, William 
J. Carlyle and Isobel P. 
Carlyle of Winnipeg. 

·	 A fifth generous donation 
from: Ann Wilkie of Halifax, 
Nova Scotia; and, Linda 
Mason, of Picton, Ontario.

·	 A ninth generous donation 
from Janette Hannah, of 
Hanover, NH, USA.

Do you know of other 
Edinburgh alumni in 

Toronto? 

Please pass this 
newsletter on to anyone 
who might be interested

The Story Behind EDUCT 
“EDUCT” is intended to form the acronym for the Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto. “Educt” is a word which means, in 
the language of chemists: “A body separated by decomposition 
from another.” In addition, there is “e-duct”, an electronic 
channel, which seems appropriate for all of our members 
receiving EDUCT News via e-mail.

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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Joining us as our new Vice-President is Graham Ferguson.  Graham 
earned his B.Sc. Honours in Engineering from Edinburgh in 1975.  
He is President of his company, Plant Process Design (Canada) Ltd., 
which has taken him all over the world on assignments.  He provides 
design and project management to the food and beverage industry 
and specializes in improving the efficiency and engineering of 
production processes.  He is well known to EDUCT members for his 
stellar performances at our Burns Nightcaps, both for his piping in 
of the haggis and for his singing of Scottish songs while playing his 
guitar.  And his wife Fionna, whom he met in Edinburgh, is equally 
well known to us for her ever-challenging Burns quizzes. 

Our new Communications Director is Dana O’Born.  Dana graduated 
from Edinburgh with her LL.B. in 2011.  She joined EDUCT when 
serving as a political assistant to the Hon. Steven Del Duca, then 
Minister of Transportation at Queen’s Park.  She has since joined a 
very lively organization, the Council of Canadian Innovators (CCI).  
The CCI is a national business council that represents over 100 
of Canada’s fastest-growing technology-intensive companies.  Dana 
serves as the Director of Strategic Initiatives.

And learning the ropes in readiness for taking over as our Treasurer 
is Sarah Tulley.  Sarah spent a year as an exchange student at 
Edinburgh from 2005 to 2006 while studying for her B.A. Honours at 
Queen’s University.  She is now a Vice-Principal with the York Region 
District School Board.  Since she has spent some time studying and 
teaching maths, we are confident she will have the Treasurer’s job 
figured out in no time. 

EDUCT Welcomes Three New 
Members to the Board

by Chris Valley Ban

It was with great sadness 
that EDUCT’s Board learned 
of Brittany Howlett’s plans for 
some changes in her life.  In 
addition to moving to Guelph 
with her partner Alex, she has 
decided to take a long sojourn in 
India.  We are expecting to hear 
all about that in due course.  In 
the interim, it meant that we 
were going to have to replace 
her both as our Vice-President 
and as our Communications 
Director.  Brittany has brought 
a great deal to the Board with 
her ideas, enthusiasm, sharp 
mind and positive attitude.  She 
will indeed be missed and we 
extend our gratitude to her 
for everything she has given 
to EDUCT.  And since John 
Krijgsman has asked that we 
find a replacement for him as 
our Treasurer, as of our next 
AGM, we thought it best to 
recruit his eventual replacement 
at the same time. 

Graham Ferguson Dana O’Born Sarah Tulley

Tell us your news

EDUCT News is always looking for interesting alumni stories and news.

We are happy to hear about what’s new with you! Whether you have just returned from an interesting 
trip or have a memory you wish to share with your fellow EDUCT Members, we would love to hear from 
you. If you have something you would like to share, please contact the EDUCT News Editor, Simon 
Miles at simon-miles@sympatico.ca.

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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Famous Alumni

Alan Orr Anderson, 
Chronicler of Early Scottish 
History

by James E. Fraser

Editor’s Note: In 2019 the 
School of History, Classics 
and Archaeology at the 
University of Edinburgh 
marked its tercentenary. Your 
Editor thought that EDUCT 
should lend its support to the 
celebration of this achievement 
by selecting an historian as the 
subject of our Famous Alumni 
column in this issue of EDUCT 
News.  Who better to ask to 
help us do this than James 
E. Fraser, Ph.D., F.S.A. Scot, 
Scottish Studies Foundation 
Professor of Scottish Studies 
at the University of Guelph, 
who received his doctorate in 
History from Edinburgh.  We did 
ask and James kindly offered 
to help by selecting our subject 
and providing this fascinating 
profile.  EDUCT thanks James for 
this valuable contribution.  We 
also owe a debt of gratitude to 
David McClay, of the University 
of Edinburgh, for having tracked 
down the image of Mr. Anderson, 
after your Editor had failed to 
locate one.  

The task of recovering the 
history of Scotland in the six 
centuries prior to ad 1100 — an 
epoch that has been given a 
range of competing labels — 
presents scholarship with a host 
of technical, methodological 
and philosophical challenges 
which set early Scottish history 
apart as a distinct field of 
study.  The north of Britain 
in these centuries was home 
to a number of peoples with 
different languages, cultures 
and institutions who coalesced 
gradually into the nation and 
kingdom of the Scots through 
complex processes of cultural 
and institutional intermingling.  

This fascinating story was deemed in the twelfth century to be 
unbecoming a nation as serious and pretentious as that of the Scots, 
which was thought to require a history portraying the Scots as an 
ancient, homogeneous and indomitable people, with the result that 
early Scottish history was almost completely rewritten as a stirring 
fable bearing little resemblance to the facts, which accordingly came 
to be almost completely forgotten.  

It was six centuries before Thomas Innes (1662-1744), a Catholic 
priest used to taking intellectual risks in a fiercely Protestant 
kingdom, showed this medieval myth for what it was in his Critical 
Essay on the Ancient Inhabitants of the Northern Parts of Britain or 
Scotland, published in 1729.  Innes took the first steps in this book 
towards recovering the authentic early history of Scotland, especially 
by identifying and transcribing a number of historical documents 
apparently surviving from that period or shedding useful light upon 
it.  His pioneering work inspired the Edinburgh lawyer William F. 
Skene (1809-92) to take it forward by adding documents written 
in Gaelic and Welsh to the corpus of Scotland’s early historical 
documents, which he published in 1867 as Chronicles of the Picts, 
Chronicles of the Scots, and Other Early Memorials of Scottish 
History.  Not content simply to collect and publish all of these texts, 
Skene also attempted to pull it all together into a coherent early 
history of Scotland in his three-volume masterpiece, Celtic Scotland: 
a history of ancient Alban, published between 1876 and 1880, a 
work that remains influential to this day.

Important as these pioneering works of scholarship were for placing 
early Scottish history on a better footing, they pale in comparison 
to the work carried out by Alan Orr Anderson.  The son of a minister 
born in 1879, Anderson studied Celtic at the University of Edinburgh, 
including the Gaelic language, graduating in 1901.  In those days 
there was no Celtic Honours degree, and when the Sir William Fraser 
Chair of Scottish History and Palaeography was established in his 
graduating year — the first such Chair in the world — Anderson 
decided to stay on at Edinburgh to complete an Honours degree in 
that subject.  Two years later, he graduated with the first Honours 
degree in Scottish History ever to be awarded by the University of 
Edinburgh.  As a graduate student, Anderson first won a prestigious 
scholarship to study Celtic in Germany, the engine room of Celtic 
studies in Europe, before receiving one of the first Research 
Scholarships ever awarded by the Carnegie Trust, which still funds 
graduates of Scottish universities today.

Like Innes and Skene, Anderson was drawn to early Scottish history, 
but unlike them he was a trained historian who was able to devote 
himself full time to research.  His early career involved him in 
returning to the texts previously transcribed by Innes and Skene, 
subjecting them to more sophisticated analytical techniques, and 
producing new collections with detailed editorial notes that remain 
important and influential to scholars today.  His first collection, 
Scottish Annals from English Chroniclers, published in 1908, when 
he was 29, consisted of translated excerpts from Anglo-Saxon and 
Anglo-Norman writers who, prior to 1300, had recorded matters 
pertaining to Scottish history.  His methodology, presenting his 
materials in English translation with extensive footnotes, made 
Anderson’s work much more widely accessible than the untranslated 
Latin published by Innes and Skene.  At the same time, his notes 
subjected the texts to an unprecedented degree of rigorous critical 
analysis, frequently leading to the dismissal of hypotheses advanced 
by Innes or Skene.



EDUCT News January 2020

15

St Andrews, continuing to publish transcriptions and translations 
of short Gaelic historical texts on the side.  By 1930, however, 
his fellowship had ended, and Anderson, now in his fifties, was 
experiencing failing eyesight.  With a number of projects on the go, 
he decided to advertise his teaching services to help pay the bills, 
and his only customer, Marjorie Cunningham, married him two years 
later.  She became Anderson’s research assistant as well as his pupil, 
and together they published a ground-breaking analysis of a very 
complicated Latin chronicle from thirteenth-century Scotland, as well 
as a new edition and translation of the eighth-century Scottish work 
Life of St Columba, which is still a model of modern scholarly edition.

Anderson’s next project, 
another collection of translated 
and annotated excerpts from 
medieval sources, was called 
Early Sources of Scottish 
History, and this two-volume 
work, published in 1922 with 
more help from Carnegie, 
remains the single most 
important study on the period 
to date.  This time, having 
already looked at the English 
sources, Anderson looked at 
Irish, Welsh, Scandinavian and 
Continental writings, building 
on the material that Skene had 
gathered in 1867.  His intention, 
as in his first book, was to 
make these primary sources 
accessible to people who could 
not read them in their original 
languages, whilst simultaneously 
subjecting them — and Skene’s 
hypotheses about them — to 
rigorous and perceptive criticism 
through footnotes.  The quality 
of his work was such that today, 
a hundred years after it was 
published, his observations on 
the sources continue to form 
the bedrock of the study of 
early Scottish history.  As an 
esteemed scholar put it in 1996, 
“one of the blessings of being a 
Scottish early medievalist must 
be the legacy of Skene and 
Anderson.”

In the 1920s, thanks to more 
support from Carnegie in the 
form of a Teaching Fellowship, 
Anderson moved to Dundee and 
began teaching early Scottish 
history at the University of 

James E. Fraser

Alan Orr Anderson.  Photograph courtesy of the University of St. 
Andrews Collection
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Alan Anderson died in 1958, 
three years before this last 
work was published.  Although 
he had far surpassed Innes 
and Skene in his scholarship, 
he never attempted to replace 
Skene’s Celtic Scotland with a 
new synthesis of the course of 
early Scottish history.  For one 
thing, he had a high regard 
for Skene, notwithstanding his 
many criticisms of Skene’s work, 
famously remarking that “all 
those that condemn him use his 
books.”  But there was a more 
important reason for his choice 
not to make such an attempt: 
he simply did not believe in 
it.  As Anderson explained in a 
philosophical work, Prospects of 
the Advancement of Knowledge 
in Early Scottish History, 
published in 1940, a lifetime’s 
work on the sources had 
established in his mind that they 
furnished scholars with a body of 
evidence that was too thin, too 
disjointed and too uneven to be 
knitted into a plausible narrative.  
Of all of his powerful legacy, it is 
this warning about the strengths 
and limits of our evidence, the 
need to handle it carefully and 
the importance of distinguishing 
clearly between facts, 
hypotheses and speculation, that 
most influences scholars today.

Welcome to Our New Members

by Simon Miles

Lex Calaguas

Alexa Calaguas, whom we should call Lex, believes in getting things 
done … just so that she can move on to whatever is next on her 
to-do list.  Joining EDUCT before she has arrived in Toronto is a 
very simple illustration of her do-it-now efficiency of operation.  In 
conversation with Lex one senses that one is talking with someone 
driven by curiosity and an insatiable appetite to get the most out of 
life. 

Lex was born in Washington, D.C.  She was a keen figure skater and 
gymnast in elementary and high school; but she pursued them more 
for fun than for medals.  One is tempted to observe that this was 
probably part of a plan; such training could prepare one well for life 
in the capital city, where skating on thin ice, bending over backwards 
and jumping through hoops are all in a day’s work!  

However, when Lex was eleven the family decided to move to Clear 
Lake, Iowa.  Clear Lake is a very small city; it is not Washington.  Its 
only claim to fame is that it was the site of the tragic air crash that 
killed Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens and Big Bopper.  Lex decided the 
city was not for her and that she had best concentrate on graduating 
from high school fast.  And she did!  She graduated at the age of 
15 and went to Rollins College in Florida.  Rollins is known for its 
discussion style of education.  Lex flourished and got through a four-
year B.A. in International Relations in three years.

Promoting Your Event

If you are organizing an event 
or participating in an activity 
that would be of interest to 
fellow alumni in the GTA, 
please get in touch with our 
Communications Officer,
Dana O’Born  
pode6230@gmail.com

You may also join us on 
LinkedIn or Facebook to submit 
your information directly to 
participating members through 
these networks.

Lex Calaguas in Haifa
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At the age of 18 and armed 
with her B.A. cum laude, Lex 
joined an investment firm in 
Boston.  But she soon concluded 
that this too was not for her.  
She had developed an interest 
in international development 
and looked around for a good 
degree programme in the field.  
She opted for Edinburgh and 
enrolled in the one-year M.Sc. 
in International Development 
in 2017.  Her dissertation 
explored First Nations’ economic 
development models and, while 
completing it, she spent five 
weeks in Canada.  

Lex thoroughly enjoyed 
Edinburgh.  Yes, the courses 
could be improved to encourage 
more critical thinking, but the 
faculty members were all very 
approachable.  And although the 
strike action by faculty members 
did eat into her class time 
somewhat, she made good use 
of the facilities for gymnastics 
and, like so many visitors from 
abroad, travelled whenever 
possible.  Indeed, thanks in part 
to her mother, who has a travel 
business, Lex has now visited 
over 30 countries. 

Graduating from Edinburgh in 
2018, with her second degree, 
Lex managed to stay on for a 
few months to work on customer 
research and support for an 
educational software company, 
Sumdog Ltd.  When her visa ran 
out Lex decided to slip in a visit 
to Australia and New Zealand 
before getting back to a serious 
work regimen.  Then she settled 
for Florida to be with extended 
family.   There she has been 
working as the Marketing and 
Communications Coordinator 
for a large Jewish synagogue.   
The scope of work and its 
variety appeals to Lex.  She has 
considerable responsibility for 
the marketing of over 50 special 
events held each year, for getting 
out newsletters, for designing 
public relations materials, and 
for maintaining general oversight 
of the synagogue’s programmes 

of activity and digital strategy.

And now Lex is moving to Toronto.  The reason?  In her first week 
in Edinburgh she met a lovely young Englishman who was working 
at the Royal Bank of Scotland.  He has family in Toronto.  Not 
surprisingly, they see Toronto as an excellent place to start a life 
together.  Lex is looking for a job that can make use of her skills 
in research, marketing, communications and public relations.  
She is leaning to the non-profit sector but is open to all offers of 
interviews.  If anyone thinks they can help this young dynamo find 
a niche here, do contact her at acalaguas7@gmail.com

EDUCT welcomes Lex. 

BOOKS

Further Advances in Cybercartography

by D. R. Fraser Taylor

Editor’s Note: EDUCT member 
Fraser Taylor, FRSC, completed his 
Ph.D. in Geography at Edinburgh 
in 1966.  Today he is Chancellor’s 
Distinguished Research Professor of 
International Affairs, Geography and 
Environmental Studies and Director 
of the Geomatics and Cartographic 
Research Centre (GCRC) at Carleton 
University.  A world authority on 
cartography, in 2013 Fraser became 
the first Canadian cartographer 
to receive the Carl Mannerfelt 
Gold Medal for his groundbreaking 
work in the evolving domain of 
Cybercartography.  And in 2014 he was recognized with the 
distinguished Killam Award, again a first for a cartographer.  When 
Fraser told me of his recent publications in the fascinating field of 
Cybercartography, I asked if he would introduce EDUCT’s members 
to them.  He kindly agreed.

Taylor, D. R. Fraser, (Editor) Anonby, E., Murasugi, K. (Associate 
Editors). (2019) Further Developments in the Theory and Practice 
of Cybercartography: International Dimensions and Language 
Mapping, Modern Cartography Series, Volume 9. Amsterdam: 
Elsevier 

Pyne, S. A. and Taylor, D. R. Fraser, (2019) Cybercartography in 
a Reconciliation Community: Engaging Intersecting Perspectives, 
Modern Cartography Series, Volume 8. Amsterdam: Elsevier

Cybercartography was first introduced in a keynote address to 
the International Cartography Society’s Conference in 1997 and 
since that time the concept has been developed at the Geomatics 
and Cartographic Research Centre (GCRC) at Carleton University.  
Readers may recall an article in EDUCT News, in September 2014, 
that reviewed a book published that year that I co-edited with 
Tracey Lauriault entitled “Developments in the Theory and Practice 

Dr. D. R. Fraser Taylor

mailto:acalaguas7@gmail.com
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of Cybercartography”.  Since 
that time both the theory and 
the practice of Cybercartography 
have continued to expand and 
are now being applied both 
nationally and internationally 
in new areas.  The two new 
publications discussed here 
examine some of these exciting 
developments.

In Further Developments 
in the Theory and Practice 
of Cybercartography the 
introductory chapter, entitled 
“Cybercartography Revisited”, 
redefines Cybercartography 
as a complex, holistic, user-
centred process which applies 
location-based technologies to 
the analysis of topics of interest 
to society, and the presentation 
of the results in innovative 
ways through cybercartographic 
atlases.  A cybercartographic 
atlas is a metaphor for all 
kinds of both qualitative and 
quantitative information linked 
by location and displayed 
in innovative, interactive, 
multimodal and multisensory 
formats.  Cybercartographic 
atlases allow user communities 
to tell their own stories from 
their own perspectives, not 
those of the outsider - which is 
too often the case in traditional 
cartographic products.

Both mapping and storytelling 

are basic human instincts and are a central part of the holistic nature 
of Cybercartography.  The “Development from Within” process by 
which these atlases are produced is as equally important as the 
atlases themselves.  Some of the atlases can be viewed on the GCRC 
website at http://gcrc.carleton.ca. 

The first part of the book deals with cybercartographic theory 
as well as the evaluation of the Nunaliit cybercartographic atlas 
framework which is the software used to create the atlases.  Nunaliit 
means community in Inuktitut and the framework is easy to learn 
and to use.  It has been developed in an iterative fashion and is 
specifically designed for community-based use taking into account 
the conditions of isolated communities where conditions such as low 
bandwidth and limited accessibility often exist.

The second part of the book gives examples of new applications.  
These include the development of the Fifth Thule Expedition Atlas by 
the Kitikmeot Heritage Society in Cambridge Bay which is working 
with the National Museum of Denmark on the digital return of the 
rich archival material in the Museum from the Rasmussen Expedition 
of 1921-24.  This was one of Arctic history’s most ambitious research 
programmes and it documented Inuit cultures and Arctic prehistory 
from Greenland to Iceland at a time when Inuit culture had not been 
influenced to any great extent by the resettlement and other policies 
of governments.  The atlas is re-creating the expedition’s route 
and findings from an Inuit perspective (www.thuleatlas.org).  This 
innovative project is one of the most exciting new applications of 
Cybercartography and Nunaliit.

Other chapters outline the uses of Cybercartography in an 
international context in Brazil, Mexico and Kyrgyzstan, introduce us 
to the Indigenous Elder William Commanda’s story, and discuss the 
historical geography of Roman Britain.

Cybercartography advances in an iterative fashion and benefits 
from applications to new areas.  In this volume the use of 
Cybercartography by a talented team of linguists is resulting in 
innovative new forms of language maps, both in Canada and Iran, 
as well as new applications to Indigenous mapping, such as the 
Ethnophysiographical Knowledge of Kanyen’kéha (Mohawk).  The 
contribution of the linguists to the advancement of cybercartographic 
theory and practice is important and ongoing, with a strong 
emphasis on process which is taking language mapping in exciting 
new directions.  This is only the beginning of a promising and 
evolving area of new research and application.

This work has taken Cybercartography in new directions and pointed 
the way to future directions.  The future in this respect is indeed 
bright. 

Cybercartography in a Reconciliation Community was published 
in October 2019, two weeks after the publication of Further 
Developments in the Theory and Practice of Cybercartography.  Its 
lead author, Stephanie Pyne, also made an important contribution to 
the latter book.  Stephanie is a Postdoctoral Fellow in the Geomatics 
and Cartographic Research Centre.  The book, as its title suggests, 
looks at the important topic of reconciliation and residential schools, 
especially in the Canadian context, and expands and deepens 
the emerging work with Indigenous Peoples; this is central to the 
ongoing work of GCRC.  The book grows out of a Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) Grant for the Residential 

http://gcrc.carleton.ca
http://www.thuleatlas.org
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to knowledge 
dissemination; this 
ensures its accessibility 
by a broad audience.  
It takes a “high-speed 
tour” approach, that is 
inspired by Bourdieu 
(1992) in his Paris 
Workshop, and is 
based on a recognition 
of common approaches 
and goals.  The book 
brings many themes 
and concepts together 
in a single volume 
and serves to “put 
them on the map” 
for further reflection 
and integration 
into ongoing theory 
and practice.  The 
book examines 
the processes, 
relationships, content 
and form of the 
Residential Schools 
Land Memory Mapping Atlas that is being developed simultaneously 
as part of the project.  As noted, this atlas will be released early 
in 2020.  The cartographic dimension of the atlas contributes to 
its ability to spatialize history; it uses Cybercartography’s ability to 
employ location and place as key organizing features for information 
dissemination.  The critical cartographic approach contributes 
further by dissolving the distinctions between maps as objects and 
maps as processes.  Successful reconciliation includes “revisiting” 
the historical geography of residential schools relationships 
from a variety of perspectives and identifying links between the 
stories of today, tomorrow and yesterday.  The book gathers and 
presents these perspectives and facts in a way that questions the 
epistemological and ontological concepts associated with modernism, 
including but not limited to the colonial world view.

Both books support the priorities of the GCRC at Carleton University 
to expand the ongoing development of Cybercartography through a 
dynamic integration of theory, practice and technology.  Today, the 
GCRC is the world’s leading research centre on Cybercartography.  
Two new books are presently in preparation and will be published in 
2020/2021; multiple atlases are under development; and the work 
continues!

Schools Land Memory Mapping 
Project which began in 2015 and 
is scheduled for completion in 
early 2020.  It also builds on the 
Lake Huron Treaty Atlas (www.
lhta.ca) produced as an earlier 
SSHRC research project and 
reported on in the 2014 book, 
Developments in the Theory and 
Practice of Cybercartography.  
In that volume, mapping with 
Indigenous Peoples in Canada is 
a major component.

The book looks at projects 
related to reconciliation and 
residential schools (Canada), 
boarding schools (USA), and 
broader reconciliation contexts.  
The chapters give a sample of 
theory and practice that share 
a commitment to both social 
and spatial forms of justice.  
While many books concerning 
reconciliation in the case of 
residential schools are about the 
conditions requiring reconciliation 
and education, this book is 
concerned more with the nature 
of the approaches taken to 
reconciliation and education.  It 
is a gathering of perspectives on 
issues related to transdisciplinary 
research primarily in a residential 
school reconciliation context 
and provides a demonstration 
of Cybercartography’s unifying 
power when it comes to 
identifying intersects in disparate 
perspectives.

Cybercartography is a 
transdisciplinary practice that 
involves a diverse array of 
communities of knowledge, 
not the least of which are the 
communities themselves. The 
reconciliation community itself is 
the most important in this book.  
The book includes conceptual 
and applied dimensions and 
provides a good example of 
a reflexive approach to both 
research and knowledge 
dissemination.  Its style is 
primarily narrative, which is 
consistent with the storytelling 
approach that characterizes 
Cybercartography as well as 
many Indigenous approaches 

Are you a fan of Scottish writing?

Do you enjoy reading novels and non-fiction by Scottish 
authors? How about books about Scotland or Scots? 

If so, EDUCT would welcome your views and opinions for 
publication in EDUCT News. Please contact the EDUCT News 
Editor, Simon Miles at simon-miles@sympatico.ca.

http://www.lhta.ca
http://www.lhta.ca
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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Documenting the Famous, 
the Infamous, the Obscure, 
and the Astonishing: The 
Dictionary of Canadian 
Biography 

by Willadean Leo

Author’s Note: This article is 
based on a speech originally 
given at the Writers’ Table of the 
Arts and Letters Club, Toronto, 
on 5 February 2010.  The author 
is a former supervisory editor of 
the DCB.

What, precisely, is the Dictionary 
of Canadian Biography?

Succinctly, the DCB is a 
comprehensive dictionary of 
Canadian history told through 
the stories of its people, 
intended to be authoritative 
and scholarly, yet readable and 
popular.  It includes information 
on individuals from all parts of 
the country and from all walks 
of life: entrepreneurs, artists, 
politicians, nurses, doctors, 
lawyers, judges, soldiers, sailors, 
athletes, artisans, farmers, 
labourers, activists, actors, 
singers, dancers, writers, 
clerics, criminals, socialites, 
and eccentrics.  There are a 
few mystics, several children, 
at least one murder victim, and 
a woman who was subjected to 
the attentions of a poltergeist.  
Indigenous peoples have been 
represented from the beginning.  
There are a few saints – yes, 
truly – and many more than a 
few sinners.  

Intrigued? Of course you are.  
Read on.

At the very beginning of the 
project (1959), it was decided 
to include obscure figures and 
people who were once well 
known but have lapsed into the 
darkness reserved for those 
who are of interest to few 
besides genealogists and those 
engaged in specialized research.  
This decision makes the DCB 
unique among biographical 
dictionaries.  Everyone would 

expect to find biographies of 
Sir John A. Macdonald, Pauline 
Johnson, and Louis Riel.  But 
how about Isabel Gunn, who 
disguised herself as a man and 
worked for the Hudson’s Bay 
Company?  Or Xavier Gallant, a 
murderer who, after his death 
in 1813, became the subject of 
an Acadian folk song?  Joe Beef 
was a Montreal tavern-keeper 
who never refused a meal to a 
poor person.  The biography of 
Sir Henry Pellatt, best known as 
the owner of Casa Loma, tells 
an astounding story of rags to 
riches to rags.  You can find 
out about unique figures such 
as John Shiwak, a young Inuit 
hunter and sniper who lost his 
life in World War I.  One of the 
more notable sinners was crime 
boss Besha Starkman, who 
was shot down in front of her 
house in 1930.  (Judging from 
her photo, she had great taste 
in hats!)  One of the children is 
little Jackie Bates, a victim of 
the Great Depression and his 
parents’ pride.  Alice G. spent 
more than 40 years in the 
precursor to CAMH, where she 
apparently never had a visitor, 
and claimed that she was there “by mistake.”  And there’s Anna 
Durie, who was determined to repatriate the body of her son, killed 
in World War I, and succeeded – by digging up his grave – twice – 
and smuggling his remains back to Canada.  You can visit the family 
plot in St James’ Cemetery.

EDUCT members might be particularly interested in finding out about 
the lives of those who studied at our university.  They include Lord 
Selkirk, founder of the Red River colony in Manitoba; Dr Frederick 
Montizambert, who faced the huge challenge of creating modern 
quarantine facilities for immigrants at Grosse Île, Quebec; the poet, 
editor, and essayist Bliss Carman, a member of the “confederation” 
group of poets; the novelist and essayist Lily Dougall, who, to 
prepare for a writing career, took courses at Edinburgh’s Centre of 
the Education of Women; and scientist Ramsay Wright, who taught 
at the University of Toronto from the mid-1870s until his retirement 
some four decades later. 

Before you dash off to search for the DCB to find out more (and 
there’s no need to use Google – just click on the link at the end 
of this article), you might pause to ask: why have a dictionary 
describing such a motley crew? 

Perhaps the best answer comes from the late Ramsay Cook, the 
eminent historian who was general editor of the project from 1989 
to 2006.  In the introduction to the printed text of Volume XIII 
(Toronto, 1993), he said: 

Willadean Leo; photo courtesy 
Julia Armstrong
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“Public memory, the traditions 
and understandings by which all 
civil communities, knowingly and 
unknowingly, shape themselves, 
is kept alive only by permanent 
reminders, mnemonic devices.  
The distinguished political 
philosopher Hannah Arendt 
explained this point…when she 
wrote in The human condition 
that ‘acting and speaking men 
need… the help of the artist, or 
poets and historiographers, or 
monument builders and writers, 
because without them the only 
product of their activity, the 
story they enact and tell, would 
not survive at all.’”

In compiling national 
biographical dictionaries, the 
British and Americans were 
far ahead of us.  The original 
Oxford Dictionary of National 
Biography was begun in 1882 
and completed in 1900.  The 
Dictionary of American Biography 
was first published in 20 volumes 
between 1926 and 1937.  
Australia, naturally, did things 
differently by releasing various 
national biographical dictionaries 
between 1879 and 1934.  New 
Zealand, however, produced its 
first volume in 1990, in both 
English and Maori, which offers 
an interesting comparison with 
Canada’s bilingual publication.

So Canada was a relative 
latecomer to the biographical 
party.  The man who got the 
DCB started was neither a 
historian nor a researcher – not 
even a fanatical genealogist.  
He was a businessman: James 
Nicholson of Toronto, a British 
immigrant and founder of the 
company of Nicholson and Brock, 
a well-known manufacturer of 
birdseed.  He was an ardent fan 
of the Oxford dictionary and, 
the story goes, read a biography 
every night.  At his death in 
1952, he left a bequest to the 
University of Toronto “for the 
purpose of undertaking…a work 
similar in principle and scope 
to the Dictionary of National 
Biography published in England, 

but devoted to the biographies of persons who were either born 
in Canada or subsequently resided there.”  He wanted a dictionary 
that would “not only …supply an acknowledged want in Canadian 
literature, but…compete with or even surpass works of a similar 
character produced elsewhere.”

The DCB formally started on July 1, 1959.  Two years later the 
Université Laval in Quebec City became the home of its French 
version, the Dictionnaire biographique du Canada.  The first 
general editor was University of Toronto historian George Williams 
Brown.  He was followed by French professor David M. Hayne and 
Francess G. Halpenny of the University of Toronto Press.  The three 
most recent general editors are historians Ramsay Cook, John 
English, and, currently, David A. Wilson.  The general editor has a 
counterpart at the DBC in Quebec City. 

When the original project staff got down to work, the first and 
most important question was: whom to include?  With Nicholson’s 
generous, broad-ranging wishes in mind, the staff determined that 
only two criteria would be consistently applied: all candidates for 
biographies must have set foot in Canada, or at least hovered off its 
shores; and all candidates must be dead.  Every other aspect of their 
lives would be open for consideration when a decision to include or 
reject them was being made.  Hence the decidedly eclectic list of 
subjects noted above. 

Biographies are commissioned by both offices, whose staff contact 
potential authors such as academics, independent researchers 
and writers, journalists, subject specialists, and, sometimes, 
descendants of subjects.  Biographies can be written either in 
English or in French.  After they are received, they are rigorously 
– some would say ruthlessly – edited, not only for style but also 
for structure, content, accuracy, and agreement with statements in 
other biographies, whether previously published or currently being 
subjected to the editorial process.  The translation of each biography 
is painstakingly edited and checked in both offices.  Bibliographies 
accompany all biographies, and they do not escape translation and 
careful scrutiny in both offices. 

A new biography is published on the DCB’s website every 
Wednesday.  (You can ask to have your name added to the mailing 
list for notifications via “Contact Us.”)  The website is freely 
accessible, and besides biographies – more than 8,700 of them – 
readers can explore themes and events such as Confederation and 
World War I, which are discussed in separate sections. 

The DCB/DBC is funded primarily by the federal government through 
the Canadian Museum of History and the Department of Canadian 
Heritage; as well, it has benefited from endowments and donations 
from individuals and organizations.  The project has won praise, 
plaudits, and awards.  There is general consensus that the DCB is 
not only the finest reference work of its kind in the world, but that it 
is also great reading. 

You can find out more about the DCB’s history by checking out 
a booklet published by the University of Toronto: go to https://
artscieffect.utoronto.ca/features-2018/from-bird-seed-to-biography/   
And you can form your own opinion by clicking on www.biographi.ca  

https://artscieffect.utoronto.ca/features-2018/from-bird-seed-to-biography/
https://artscieffect.utoronto.ca/features-2018/from-bird-seed-to-biography/
http://www.biographi.ca
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Treasurer’s Report

A SPECIAL OFFER TO EDUCT 
MEMBERS

Would you like to own a copy of 
the latest book on the University 
of Edinburgh?

Jean Grier and Mary Bownes, 
Private Giving, Public Good: 
The Impact of Philanthropy at 
the University of Edinburgh, 
(Edinburgh: University of 
Edinburgh Press, 2014), 224 pp., 
£30.

EDUCT would like to make it 
possible for every member to 
own a copy of this magnificent 
book on our University.  We have 
arranged for a slight discount 
to be offered to members.  Just 
how much we can offer off the 
market price of £30 depends on 
our shipping costs.  If you would 
like to purchase a copy, or if you 
are planning to visit Edinburgh 
soon and can help with the 
transport of a few copies at no 
charge, please contact Simon 
Miles at 416-466-8793 or  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca. 

For a review of the book, see 
EDUCT News, September 2014, 
p.19.

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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Friends of EDUCT
Friends of EDUCT are recognized 
by virtue of the generosity they 
demonstrated when, as non- 
members, they donated to the 
University of Edinburgh through an 
EDUCT-initiated special fund. 

Carlyle Circle Members  
in Canada
EDUCT wishes to acknowledge the 
generosity of alumni and friends 
of the University of Edinburgh who 
have decided to leave a bequest to 
the University in their wills. They 
are recognized by the University as 
Carlyle Circle members. We extend 
our gratitude to each of them. If 
you are a member of the Carlyle 
Circle or know of such members, 
you are encouraged to contact us. 

Honorary Members of EDUCT
Recipients of Honorary Degrees 
from the University of Edinburgh 
who reside in Canada are invited 
to become Honorary Members of 
EDUCT. 

Are You On Our List?
We know of over 240 alumni in the 
Toronto area. As of 31 Jan 2020, we 
have 156 members most of whom 
are in the Toronto area. If you would 
be interested in joining EDUCT, 
please do not hesitate to contact 
the EDUCT President or the Club 
Treasurer.

EDUCT News is published three 
times a year in January, May and 
September. Please send submissions 
or ideas for articles to the Editor: 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Our thanks go out to:
Alex Sayers Web Solutions for graphic 
design and layout
www.alexsayers.com

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Annual membership fees are due in 
January of each year. 

If you have not yet renewed for 
this year, please send your cheque, 
for $35, payable to EDUCT, and 
marked “membership”, to our 
Treasurer, John Krijgsman, at: 11 
Crossburn Drive, Toronto, ON M3B 
2Z3. Or pay by INTERAC e-transfer, 
via educt.treasurer@gmail.com 

Your promptness in this regard 
greatly lightens the load on our 
volunteer Board and is thus 
much appreciated. Thank you, in 
advance, for your payment. 

Follow us!

Did you know that EDUCT is on Facebook and Twitter? Stay up 
to date with EDUCT events and news at: 

www.facebook.com/EDUCToronto 

@EDUCT1

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Chris Valley Ban, President,
(M.Sc. 1990), 416.489.2011 
chrisban@bell.net 

Graham Ferguson, Vice-President,
(B.Sc. Hons 1975), 416.605.7074
graham@ppdeng.com

John Krijgsman, Treasurer 
and Membership Secretary, 
(M.A. Hons 1971), 416.444.4719
jpwkrijgsman@gmail.com

Simon Miles, Past President and 
Editor of EDUCT News,
(M.A. Hons 1962), 416.466.8793 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Dana O’Born, Communications 
Director,
(LL.B. 2011), 647.219.4622
pode6230@gmail.com

Victoria Crewe-Nelson, Immediate 
Past President, (LL.B. 1999), 
416.750.4424 vcn117@gmail.com

Alan Pearson, Past President, 
(LL.B. Hons 1971), 416.237.9874 
apearson@bell.net

Sarah Tulley, (exchange student 
2005-06), 416.476.9575 
sarahetulley@gmail.com
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