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What we do
We work alongside researchers to grow ideas 
into fundable proposals. We provide 
expertise at all stages, from developing your 
idea and identifying funding to crafting your 
application and managing your award.

We work with research leaders to develop 
research strategies based on sound funder 
insights and intelligence. We offer expertise 
across UK, European and international 
funders.

We are enablers and connectors, networked 
across the University, able to provide the 
best advice to researchers and research 
leaders in all disciplines.
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£307m
Research funding in 2018/19

£1bn

#6
2491

Value of research funding 
applications we supported in 2018/19

Research funding applications 
submitted in 2018/19

In the UK for research income

4000+
Active grants we support

~750
Principal Investigators we support

~350
Organisations funding our research
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Develop idea

Identify funding

Manage award
Craft application

Growing your idea together

We provide expertise at all stages, from developing your idea and identifying funding to crafting 
your application and managing your award.
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Research Funding 

We work with researchers, and the local 
professional services colleagues who 
support them, at all stages of research 
grant proposal preparation.

We are connected across the University 
which enables us to provide advice to 
researchers in all disciplines and to 
support interdisciplinary research 
projects.

We:

• Share information and give advice on funding sources.

• Run learning events on research funding.

• Provide budget development for research proposals, 
including liaison with other institutions for collaborative 
proposals.

• Help draft and proof-read non-technical aspects of 
proposals.

• Provide layman’s critique for technical aspects of research 
proposals.

• Check scheme compliance and provide advice on 
eligibility criteria.

• Arrange mock interviews.

• Help draft and secure signatures on letters of support.

• Process certain contracts, e.g. funder and collaboration 
agreements.

• Conduct due diligence.

• Submit research proposals on behalf of the University.
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Research Grants 

We work with researchers, and the local 
professional services colleagues who 
support them, to manage research 
grants.

We work closely with finance colleagues 
in Schools, Centres and Institutes in 
order to deliver high-quality, 
joined-up support.

We:

• Provide post-award research grant administration and 
support.

• Are your first point of contact for post award matters.

• Provide advice on the financial aspects of managing your 
research grant.

• Run training on research grant management processes 
and systems.

• Ensure compliance with funder terms and conditions.

• Are responsible for claiming research income from 
funders, contractual & statutory compliance, audit and 
close of grants.
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Strategic Research Development 
We work with researchers and 
research leaders across the 
University to provide expert 
insights into funding opportunities 
and the wider funding 
environment. 

We ensure individuals, Centres, 
Schools, Colleges and the 
University are best placed to win 
research funding.

We:

• Predict, communicate and facilitate effective academic 
engagement with funding opportunities. 

• Provide research development support for key initiatives 
at College level or University-wide e.g. themes, centres, 
target populations or with specific schools. 

• Provide a rich evidence base for research decision making 
at University level through the provision of quantitative 
and qualitative information and analytics. 

• Provide a coherent academic talent strategy in relation to 
research funding. 

• Design and deliver projects intended to address specific 
challenges or opportunities within the University’s 
research environment. 

• Provide specialist knowledge and expertise on 
International Development and Global Challenges 
Research Funding.
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Knowledge Exchange and Impact

We work alongside researchers to 
enable engagement with policy 
makers, practitioners, industry 
and the public. We focus mainly 
on the College of Arts, Humanities 
and Social Sciences.

We are networked across the 
College, the wider University and 
with a wide range of external 
stakeholders which enables us to 
connect researchers with one 
another and with research users.

We:

• Provide advice on developing pathways to impact.

• Run learning events and workshops on knowledge 
exchange.

• Broker relationships with research users in the public, 
private and third sectors through events and meetings.

• Are the first point of contact for CAHSS researchers 
interested in licensing out intellectual property or setting 
up a company.

• Provide funding for knowledge exchange activities via 
the CAHSS Knowledge Exchange and Impact Grant and 
the University’s Economic and Social Research 
Council Impact Acceleration Account.

• Advise on how to source external funding to achieve 
research impact.

• Coordinate a network of Knowledge Exchange 
professional services colleagues in CAHSS.
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Research Contracts, Governance & Integrity
We work alongside researchers to provide 
expertise and legal advice in negotiating, 
drafting, reviewing and signing research 
related contracts on behalf of the 
University.

We work with researchers, research leaders 
and a range of internal and external 
stakeholders to ensure that the University 
upholds its commitments to the highest 
standards of research integrity.

We work closely with colleagues across the 
University’s other legal and contracts 
teams, with Edinburgh Innovations and with 
NHS Lothian (through the ACCORD 
partnership) in order to deliver high-quality, 
joined-up support.

We:

• Are experts on the full range of research contracts, 
including funding agreements, collaborations, 
assignations, European Union consortium 
agreements, clinical trials, confidentiality agreements, 
studentships, heads of terms, memoranda of 
understanding, material (including human tissue) transfer 
agreements and data related contracts.

• Provide legal advice and advise on all aspects of research 
contracts, including confidentiality (non-disclosure), 
intellectual property, publication, risk assessment and 
warranties and indemnities.

• Ensure that all contracts which are entered into on behalf 
of the University comply with legislation, University 
policies and best practice.

• Enable the University and researchers to meet their 
responsibilities relating to research integrity and ethics.

• Collaborate with colleagues both at the University and 
other institutions to promote and embed a culture of 
good practice in research.
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web: www.ed.ac.uk/research-office

blog: blogs.ed.ac.uk/research-office

twitter: @GrowingYourIdea


