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My name is Dan Van der Horst, I’m the Director of Studies for this brand new MSc 
and my research lies in the intersection of energy, environment and society. 
 
This brand new MSc in Energy, Society and Sustainability is, I think, a unique 
programme. We’ve looked around at what’s in existence, and we’re trying to do 
something distinctly different here. This MSc starts from the position that we’re 
trying to achieve a transition to a low carbon society in which people have sufficient 
and equitable access to energy services, both in developing countries and the 
developed world. 
 
We have four (01.00) core courses and two optional courses. It’s three courses in the 
first semester and three courses in the second semester, and in the third semester, in 
the summer, it’s the dissertation. I guess we expect, broadly, two different groups of 
students to be interested in this MSc. Possibly the largest group will be people with a 
social science or humanities background who take an interest in energy issues. The 
other group will be people with a more natural science background who actually 
know a reasonable amount about energy and take an interest in the social, societal 
questions that hamper the uptake of low carbon technologies and policies. 
 
This MSc is particularly attractive from the point of view of the breadth of the (02.00) 
social science expertise of the people teaching on it. We’ve got people from 
anthropology, from sociology, from science and technology studies, from geography 
and environmental science, looking at the energy and society nexus.  
 
Within this programme, we’ve developed several options for fieldwork. First of all, 
there’s two field courses currently under development, there’s a field course to the 
Orkneys and there’s also a field course to India. 
 
I think one of the additional benefits of this MSc, and it’s an important addition, I 
think, is its location. This MSc is obviously based in Scotland. As you can tell from 
my accent and last name, I myself am an immigrant to Scotland. I call myself an early 
climate change refugee, coming from a country that lies below sea level, where we 
need a lot of electricity to keep the pumps running. Energy in Scotland is a fantastic 
topic, because the government (03.00) gets it. We have much easier access to the 
Scottish government on energy issues. There’s a very close connection with the 
various energy industries, both the fossil fuels and renewables. Scotland is already 
producing more than 50% of its electricity from renewable sources. We also have a 
lot of old buildings, we have a lot of energy poverty, so we have a lot of social issues 
we need to deal with. It’s a great lab, really, to look at the challenges of the energy 
transition.  
 
The dissertation is, of course, the most important and final piece of the MSc 
programme. It’s very much your own baby, you pick the topic, we coach you, we find 
you a suitable external partner to work with, it could be a company, it could be a 
consultancy, could be government. There’s often a very strong interest from external 
partners to work with (04.00) our MSc students.  
 



If you think you’re interested in this MSc but you’re not entirely sure, I strongly 
advise you to get in touch with us. What we’re aiming to do is to create a programme 
that attracts the right kind of students with high motivation, high expectations of 
themselves and with the desire to be a transformational agent in the quest for a low 
carbon society.  


