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Who is your current employer and what do they do? 
Edinburgh University Students’ Association (EUSA)
EUSA represent and provide services to the 30000 students of the University.

What is your job title and what does the job entail?
Democracy & Engagement Coordinator
This involves coordination of the democratic side of the organisation, including 
collaborating with colleagues in the running of large scale democratic events including 
elections and referenda; supporting student reps including organising and providing 
training and ongoing support in their roles; project management of projects started through 
the democratic mechanisms and by reps, including the EUSA Teaching awards; 
responsibility for constitutional advice to senior staff and elected officers; leading on 
engagement with specific groups of students, in particular postgraduate students.

How did you achieve your current position?   
After my PhD, I took a job in the EUSA Advice Place as a way of staying in an education 
environment while working out what I wanted to do after deciding I did not want to go into 
academia. Gradually I moved from Welfare to Academic Adviser and then to my current role 
– which fits more neatly with my interests and educational background.

How do you feel you have used the skills and/or knowledge developed during your 
research degree in your career to date?
I think that my experience teaching and dealing with students has been invaluable, and 
I think that the experience of doing a PhD and the varied and transferable skills that that 
teaches you have been invaluable for doing this role well. The substance of my PhD, and my 
knowledge of politics is also very useful given the dynamics of a democratic membership 
driven organisation like EUSA.
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