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Welcome to Cognitive Science 
(Humanities) at the 
University of Edinburgh

Philosophers and scientists have long 
speculated about the nature of the human 
mind and the role of language in making 
the human mind what it is. Cognitive 
science brings together scholars from 
linguistics, psychology, philosophy, 
neuroscience and computer science.

Edinburgh was one of the places 
where cognitive science’s constituent 
disciplines first came together in the 
1960s. It has developed that tradition 
of research and teaching ever since and 
is one of the most exciting places in 
the world at which to study the nature 
of the mind and its capacities, such 
as language, vision and reasoning.

This brochure aims to provide you with 
detailed information on the degree 
programme as well as the range of facilities 
and opportunities available to cognitive 
science students.  

However, should you have any questions 
please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Professor Holly Branigan,  
Head of School,
School of Philosophy, Psychology 
and Language Sciences

Why choose Cognitive 
Science (Humanities) 
at Edinburgh?
• The University of Edinburgh is one of 

the largest centres in Europe for the 
study of human cognition and the only 
university in Scotland to offer Cognitive 
Science at undergraduate degree level.

• The University of Edinburgh helped create 
the field and is still at the forefront of it, 
which means you will not only be taught by 
researchers who laid the foundations but 
ones who are still making key advances.

• Cognitive Science is taught across a range 
of subject areas (psychology, philosophy, 
linguistics and informatics) and its broad-
ranging research supports a wide range of 
advanced courses in later years. Depending 
what pathway you chart for your degree 
programme, you can choose from courses 
on consciousness, metaphysics, language 
acquisition, or computational neuroscience, 
with topics ranging from the computational 
mind to language pathology to human 
agency and freewill (to name a few).

• Our teaching is innovative, fostering 
interactive engagement that promotes 
long-term understanding. In early years 
particularly, students in lectures engage in 
small group discussion on problems that are 
answered via online voting systems. Many 
courses actively encourage collaborative 
working so that students are learning 
from peers as well as their instructors.

• You will have the opportunity 
for hands-on laboratory work 
for training in transferable skills 
like computer programming.

• You will have access to state-of-the-
art research facilities including EEG, 
non-invasive brain stimulation and eye 
and motion tracking equipment. You 
will also have access to a dedicated 
psychology and philosophy library.

Teaching during Covid-19
This brochure is based on a traditional campus-based teaching model.  
For the academic year starting in September 2021, we currently plan to deliver a mix 
of in-person and digital teaching. For 2022-2023, we anticipate that we will be able 
to return to an even greater campus-based teaching model but this will depend on 
Covid-19 restrictions at the time.
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“Basically, going into university I had no idea what I wanted to study or do 
later in life. I was interested in psychology and languages; and I was really 
curious about philosophy. I hadn’t studied any of these previously, at least 
not at a level that would make me confident to “commit” to, say, single 
honours linguistics. Plus, I wanted to know more about how the human 
mind works. So Cognitive Science seemed like a great choice because it had 
so much to offer!”

Anna Lisa Wernig, MA Cognitive Science, Class of 2021

Our degree programmes

Single honours
Four-year undergraduate degree 
programme

MA (Hons) Cognitive Science (Humanities) 
UCAS code C851

The University of Edinburgh also offers a BSc Cognitive Science – run by the College of 
Science & Engineering. For details, go to: edin.ac/BScCogSci2022

"In my year, there were around 20 of us. We were so close that we had our own 
Facebook group even before we started at Edinburgh. We asked each other 
questions, we arranged a Cog Sci night out, a Cog Sci coffee break and a Cog Sci 
party after exams. We are so lucky to be part of this special community that is very 
rare in a university setting."

Poon Poonyalikhit,  
MA (Hons) Cognitive Science, Class of 2019
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Introduction to your degree 
programme

Award
MA (Honours) Cognitive Science 
(Humanities)

Location
Central Area

Awarding body
The University of Edinburgh

Duration
Four years (full-time)

Academic year
Comprises 2 semesters:  
September to December  
January to May

Timetables
Are usually available after your consultation 
with your Personal Tutor and option course 
selection in week 1, semester 1.

Reading lists
Each course will have its own reading list 
and will be made available in September 
when you start.

Studying abroad
We offer undergraduate students the 
opportunity to undertake a wide range 
of international experiences. Living and 
studying abroad can broaden your horizons, 
enhance your academic perspective and 
help make the most of your time as an 
undergraduate student. Most modern 
languages joint honours students spend a 
year abroad learning their chosen language, 
but even those not studying a language 
have a range of Go Abroad options open to 
them: www.ed.ac.uk/global/go-abroad

The benefits  
of a four-year 
degree programme
As a Scottish university, Edinburgh offers 
a flexible four-year honours degree 
programme. The four-year degree 
programme offers a range of advantages.

In years one and two, you will study a 
range of courses across psychology, 
philosophy, language sciences and 
informatics before deciding which area 
to specialise in, in years three and four.

This allows you to develop a breadth 
as well as a depth of knowledge, 
expanding your academic range and 
enhancing your student experience.

The four-year degree programme offers 
the opportunity to study abroad – not 
just for language learners, but across all 
subjects, including Cognitive Science.

Your final ‘honours’ Years 3 and 4 allow 
you to focus on your specialties in 
depth, and the fourth year dissertation 
– comprising a piece of original research – 
represents the culmination of your degree 
programme and the demonstration of 
your abilities as an independent scholar.

The added experience and 
intellectual depth acquired over 
four years is widely recognised and 
greatly valued by employers.

Everything you 
need to know about 
option courses
Because of the four-year degree programme 
structure, you get the chance to choose 
option courses across Philosophy, 
Psychology, Language Sciences and 
Informatics in years one and two. It’s a 
good idea to consider courses you might be 
interested in before you begin your studies. 
In Welcome Week, you’ll get a chance to 
investigate all the courses on offer and 
discuss them in more depth. Your Personal 
Tutor can also advise you on your choices 
when you meet in the first semester.

"I really enjoy the incredible course 
choice flexibility. Next year, I can 
basically choose any course from 
linguistics, philosophy, psychology 
and informatics, which makes this 
degree programme unique and just 
what I want. The various approaches 
put cognitive science into perspective 
and offer a well-rounded account of the 
different ways to study it."

Ajda Krišeljj,  
MA (Hons) Cognitive Science, Class of 2019
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Detailed degree 
programme content

The following is a year-by-year breakdown of the MA (Hons) Cognitive Science (Humanities) 
degree programme. Whilst these details are accurate at the time of printing, courses do 
change from year to year. For the most up-to- date course listings (and course listings for 
joint degrees) please visit: edin.ac/MACogSci2022

A sample of compulsory courses for Years 1 and 2 are outlined below. You will also choose 
option courses across Philosophy, Psychology, Language Sciences and Informatics.

Year 1
Introduction to Cognitive Science
You will be introduced to the 
study of cognitive science as the 
intersection of interrelated disciplines 
including philosophy, linguistics, 
computer science, human-computer 
interaction and neuroscience.

Informatics 1 – Cognitive Science
This course provides a more 
computationally oriented introduction 
to cognitive science and covers 
language, vision and attention, 
memory, motor control and action, 
and reasoning and generalisation.

Linguistics and English Language
The course considers language 
structure, language variation, accents 
and dialects, and what is unique about 
the human capacity for language.

Year 2
Data Analysis for Psychology in R 2
This course will provide an introduction 
to statistical methodology, with a focus 
on teaching the fundamental principles 
of probability and statistical inference, as 
well as practical implementation using R.

You must also select four courses 
from the following:

• Mind, Matter and Language
• Knowledge and Reality
• Psychology 2A
• Psychology 2B
• Linguistic Theory and the 

Structure of English
• Cross-linguistic Variation: 

Limits and Theories
• Phonetic Analysis and 

Empirical Methods
• English in Time and Space
• Informatics – Reasoning and Agents
• Informatics – Introduction to 

Algorithms and Data Structures

Year 3
No compulsory courses this year
You must, at some point, take courses 
from three out of the four subject 
areas (philosophy, psychology, 
linguistics & English language (LEL) 
and informatics) typically following 
on from subjects studied in Year 2.

Courses include:

Philosophy: 
Topics in Mind and Cognition, 
Feminism, Metaphysics.

Psychology: 
Human Personality, Development 
of Language, Literacy and 
Communication, Learning and 
Memory, Psychology of Language.

LEL: 
Current Issues in Syntax, Lexical 
Semantics, Universals of 
Language, Language Pathology, 
Simulating Language.

Informatics: 
Foundations of Natural Language 
Processing, Introduction to 
Computational Neuroscience.

Year 4
Dissertation
Your choice of dissertation topic 
can be selected from any of the 
core Cognitive Science subject 
areas – philosophy, psychology, 
language sciences or informatics.

“I love that Cognitive Science 
encompasses so many different fields of 
study. It gives me the option to cater my 
learning to the areas that truly captivate 
me. Attempting to understand things 
like cognition, the relation between 
mind and body, how language works 
and just generally, what it means to be 
human, are the things I want to know 
more about.

Taking lots of different courses in 
different subject areas has been really 
interesting and has broadened my 
perspective a lot. You can really see 
different opinions and theories from 
Linguistics, Philosophy, Psychology 
and Informatics intertwine and link. 
This interdisciplinary approach is what 
I’ve enjoyed the most while studying 
Cognitive Science.”

Ané van der Merwe, 
MA Cognitive Science, Class of 2023
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Sample Year 1 timetable

The following timetable is an example of a student studying MA (Hons) Cognitive Science 
(Humanities) who has chosen Morality and Value (M&V) as their philosophy option.

Contact hours can differ depending on the subject. Outside of class time, you will be 
expected to complete the relevant reading, writing and revision for each course.

Semester 1

Teaching and support

Support
We have a dedicated team of student 
support officers who provide a range 
of services to ensure your experience 
at the University is a positive one.

When you arrive you will be assigned a 
Personal Tutor who can offer assistance  
and advice throughout your academic 
journey, including advice on choosing  
your option courses. 
edin.ac/ppls-student-support

Types of teaching
In Years 1 and 2 teaching is mostly 
conducted in lectures and small 
group meetings called tutorials, 
where you will have the chance to 
discuss topics in greater detail.

Lecture audiences comprise up to 480 
students and tutorials normally comprise 
around 12 students. Usually you will have 
around 12 contact hours per week.

In Years 3 and 4 the emphasis shifts 
to more specialized, seminar-based 
courses and independent study.

Assessment
You will be assessed by a mix of continuous 
assessment of essays and computer 
programs, as well as exams. In your final 
year you will conduct your own research 
and produce an 8,000 word dissertation.

Facilities
Cognitive Science is based in 
the Central Area so you will be 
located in the heart of the city.

Teaching during Covid-19
This brochure is based on a traditional campus-based teaching model.  
For the academic year starting in September 2021, we currently plan to deliver a mix 
of in-person and digital teaching. For 2022-2023, we anticipate that we will be able 
to return to an even greater campus-based teaching model but this will depend on 
Covid-19 restrictions at the time.

You will have access to:

• A school library with study space 
and a range of resources relating 
to philosophy, psychology and 
language sciences subject areas.

• Well-equipped labs
• Computer suites
• Neuroimaging facilities
• Eye-tracking equipment
• Developmental research labs in 

partnership with local nurseries
• Some of the best university sports 

and gym facilities in the UK.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

09.00-09:50
 Introduction 
to Cognitive 

Science

10.00-10.50
 Linguistics 

and English 
Language 1

 Linguistics 
and English 
Language 1

 Morality 
and Value 

(M&V)

11.10-12.00
 Introduction 
to Cognitive 

Science

 Introduction 
to Cognitive 

Science

12.10-13.00

13.10-14.00  M&V

14.10-15.00  M&V
 Introduction 
to Cognitive 

Science

15.10-16.00
 Linguistics 

and English 
Language 1

 M&V
 Introduction 
to Cognitive 

Science

16.10-17.00
 Linguistics 

and English 
Language 1

17.10-18.00

This is a sample timetable only. Courses may be subject to change and availability.

Key

  Main degree programme courses   Option courses

 Lectures  Lab  Tutorial
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The Careers Service

The University’s Career Service looks to enhance your university experience from the 
moment you arrive, not just in your final year, so use us from day one.

We’re here to inspire and empower you to be the best you can be and fully develop your 
potential. We support you to gain experience that will enhance your personal development 
and employability, alongside your academic studies.

In an increasingly competitive employment environment, we offer many opportunities 
to gain the skills and experience that will ensure you are as well prepared as possible to 
achieve a satisfying and rewarding future.

Our services
• A dedicated careers consultant for your 

School offering targeted information 
resources, newsletters and one-to-ones. 

• Information and advice; in person via our 
drop-in centre in the Main Library, and 
available 24/7 via our websites, blogs and 
social media: www.ed.ac.uk/careers

• Careers consultations.
• CV and applications advice.
• Careers events: job fairs, themed 

events, volunteering, creative careers, 
sustainability, IT, and much more.

Information and advice
• Volunteering opportunities within 

the University and beyond it.
• Go Abroad opportunities.
• The Edinburgh Award – get recognition 

on your final transcript for additional 
work and extracurricular activities you’ve 
been part of during your time with us.

• Part-time and vacation jobs, 
internships, graduate jobs and 
more, via our dedicated job site: 
https://mycareerhub.ed.ac.uk

Graduate profile

Since graduating, some of our students 
have been employed in the following roles:

• Charity Project Worker
• HR Consultant
• Social Worker
• Evaluation Officer
• Project Manager for a financial institution
• Supporter Relations Manager for a charity
• Summer School Director
• Marketing Executive

Find out more about the experiences of 
our School of Philosophy, Psychology & 
Language Science graduates:  
edin.ac/ppls-alumni

“We frequently have to put 
highly technical topics, such 
as artificial intelligence and 
neural networks, into more 
simplistic terms in order to 
write essays about them in a 
philosophical fashion. This 
has made technical report 
writing for my managers 
much easier, and has proved 
valuable in my work.”

Rachel Bussom, MA (Hons) 
Cognitive Science, Class of 2015 
Financial Services 
Senior Consultant at EY
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Get ready for 
Cognitive Science

We’ve put together a list of resources to get you thinking about cognitive 
science before you arrive:

Steven Pinker: The Language Instinct (Penguin)
A solid introduction to develop your understanding of how our minds 
enable us to use language.

E. Bruce Goldstein: Sensation & Perception (Wadsworth 
Publishing)
This book explains perceptual research in a simple, understandable way 
and will prove helpful for your future studies in providing a solid background 
in perception.

Alan Baddeley, Michael W. Eysenck and Michael C. Anderson, 
Memory (Psychology Press)
A comprehensive overview of the study of memory. The three authors share 
their own interest in human memory using real- life examples throughout.

Contact (1997)
Film based on the late Carl Sagan’s novel about a young scientist’s efforts to 
make contact with intelligent life beyond our world.

Blade Runner (1982)
Based on the short story ‘Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?’ by 
legendary sci-fi author Philip K. Dick, this classic film takes a philosophic 
look at what it means to be human.

Martha Barnette and Grant Barrett: A Way with Words
Fun and fascinating podcast that discusses linguistics, slang, new words, 
jokes, riddles, word games, grammar, old sayings, word origins, regional 
dialects, family expressions, and speaking and writing well.

iPA Learn Phonetics by John Esling
App for iOS. Learn how to ‘write’ speech with the international phonetics 
alphabet and learn  what voice qualities sound like. 

Forward Thinking
Our own podcast. Find out what academics at the School of Philosophy, 
Psychology and Language Sciences have been researching: 
https://forwardthinking.ppls.ed.ac.uk

Please note these resources are for interest only. Your reading lists will 
be available in September.

Quick links

Where do I find degree programme listings?
www.ed.ac.uk/studying/undergraduate/

Where do I find out more about 
Cognitive Sciences courses?
edin.ac/MACogSci2022 
edin.ac/BScCogSci2022

Where can I find out about accommodation? 
www.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/accommodation 

Where can I take a virtual tour 
of campus and the City?
virtualvisits.ed.ac.uk/ug

Where can I chat to students about 
their experience at Edinburgh?
edin.ac/student-chat

Where can I find out more about Student Life? 
edin.ac/student-life

Where do I find out about applying? 
ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-to-university

What financial support can I apply for? 
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding 

What information can I get about 
facilities and support services?
www.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/facilities

Where can I find out about sports facilities? 
www.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/sport 

Where can I find out more about transport in  
and around the city?
http://transportforedinburgh.com 

Where can I find out about Covid-19 disruptions?
edin.ac/covid19
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For further information about studying cognitive science at 
Edinburgh, email: PPLS.UG.Offerholders@ed.ac.uk 

For further information about your application,  
email: futurestudents@ed.ac.uk

www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/cognitive-science

 /schoolofppls /schoolofppls  /schoolofppls

 /school/ppls  /blogs.ppls.ed.ac.uk

Photography by:  
Paul Dodds, Douglas Robertson and Sam Sills.

We have made every effort to ensure the accuracy of the 
information in this brochure before going to print. However 
please check online for the most up-to-date information:  
www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/cognitive-science

If you require this document in an alternative format, such as 
large print or a coloured background, please contact: 
ppls.marketing@ed.ac.uk
Suitable for recycling: This brochure can be recycled after use. It was printed on FSC 
mixed source stocks. 

©The University of Edinburgh 2021. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without written permission of the University. The University of Edinburgh is a charitable 
body, registered in Scotland, with registration number SC005336.
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