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I: INTRODUCTION  

 

This handbook contains important information about the Honours courses and degree 

programmes available within Classics in the academic session 2017-2018. It also explains how to 

choose the appropriate combination of courses for your degree programme, and gives 

information about dissertations and assessment, as well as other more general matters relating 

to your course. You should read this Handbook carefully and keep it for reference 

throughout the year. 
 

All students who will be either in their third or their fourth year in 2017-2018 (including those 

students spending 3rd year abroad) must submit an online application form for entry to Classics 

Honours courses. These will be accessible from 23 June via the School website, and all details 

for the application process will be made available when we announce the ‘go-live’ of this 

system. 

 

Please ensure that you complete the correct form (in the case of joint degree candidates, you 

will also complete a form or follow any other procedures to apply for your courses from your 

other subject area: this is entirely separate from the Classics process). Consult the relevant 

sections of this Handbook before completing the Classics form, and speak to the appropriate 

member of staff if you wish to find out more about any aspect of your degree programme next 

session. You will find the following sections of the Handbook particularly helpful: 

 

Section II:  indicates the combinations of courses which are required for the various degree 

programmes, both those taught wholly within Classics and the several Combined Honours 

degrees with other subject areas. 

 

Section III:  lists and gives information about the courses which will be available in 2017-2018. 

 

Section XVI:  gives a detailed timetable for the academic session 2017-2018. 

 

Third year students can choose a maximum of three courses in each semester. Fourth year 

students are reminded that the Dissertation is a year-long project and counts as two courses (40 

credits); you can, therefore, choose no more than two courses in each semester. If there is a 

choice of more than one course within any group, you should put down on your application form 

both your first preference and your second preference.    

 

We are committed to keeping staff-student ratios as low as we can in order to ensure the best 

possible learning experience. In some cases a course may be oversubscribed. If this occurs, 

every effort will be made to be equitable. Priority, however, will be given to those who have 

submitted their Honours application form by the deadline and to those for whom the course is a 

degree requirement. If you are not allocated to your preferred course, then we will try to place 

you in your second preference. 
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It is your responsibility to ensure that the online application form is submitted by the 

deadline. You will have a window of two and a half weeks in which to submit your application 

form. Later in the summer you will be informed about confirmation of your curriculum for the 

following year.   

 

We hope you enjoy the wide range of courses available: of course there will always be slight 

variations from year to year, and this year we are aware that there are fewer Greek History 

courses than we would like. You will notice that some courses are described only generically: 

one each in Greek, Classical Literature in Translation (Greek), and Greek History in semester 1, 

and one in Byzantine History in semester 2. There is good news behind this: Dr Simon Trépanier 

has won a prestigious research fellowship from the British Academy and will be spending the 

year writing a book on Empedocles in Lucretius’ De Rerum Natura, and Professor Niels Gaul has 

been awarded a €2 million grant from the European Research Council for studying ideas of 

classical culture in Byzantium and China. This means that we are appointing a teaching fellow in 

Greek to replace Dr Trépanier’s teaching, and will be able to appoint a new, permanent 

lecturer in Byzantine history. However, these appointments are still in progress. We will e-mail 

you all descriptions of the new courses as soon as we can; we expect to have all of them by the 

first week of July at the latest. Do please submit your choices by the deadline of 11 July 2017. 

 

Should you want any further advice either I or your Personal Tutor will be glad to assist. 

 

Professor Gavin Kelly 

22 June 2017 

 

This handbook has now been updated to include the new courses in Greek History (p. 14) and 

Byzantine History (p. 20). 

 

G.K. 4 July 2017 
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Contact Information 

 

Department of Classics, School of History, Classics and Archaeology, The University of 

Edinburgh, William Robertson Wing, Doorway 4, Teviot Place, Edinburgh, EH8 9AG 

 

School Reception for History, Classics and Archaeology is on the ground floor in Room G.06 

(temporarily relocated to 1M.22, until Sept 2017) - open Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm 

(excluding 12-1pm), during the teaching weeks, with reduced opening hours during vacations. 

 

The School Undergraduate Student Support Office is on the ground floor in Room G.08.  

Opening hours are Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm. 

 

Academic staff should be contacted by email or phone.  Details can be found on the School 

website at:  http://www.shc.ed.ac.uk/contact/list_all.php 

 

Student Intranet 

 

The School of History, Classics and Archaeology has developed an undergraduate student 

intranet to provide information which is essential to your studies. It covers your current studies, 

guidance on submitting coursework, assessment regulations, essential forms, plagiarism, 

important news and events and more. It also has contact information for your Course 

Administrators, Student Support Officers and Student Reps.  

 

There are also sections for the School’s Student Support Office and academic guidance, library 

and computing services and the School’s student/staff liaison.  

 

You are strongly advised to keep checking the Intranet for information or guidance throughout 

the year. The Intranet is available at: 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-undergraduates  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you require this document or any of the internal University Of Edinburgh online resources 

mentioned in this document in an alternative format please email amanda.campbell@ed.ac.uk 

or Tel. (0131) 650 2501. 

  

http://www.shc.ed.ac.uk/contact/list_all.php
http://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-undergraduates
mailto:amanda.campbell@ed.ac.uk
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II: DEGREE PROGRAMMES  

 

The basic principle which underlies all degree programmes is that all students must take courses 

to a total value of 120 credit points in their third year and further courses to a total value of 

120 credit points in their fourth year; in most degree programmes, the fourth year courses must 

include a 40-point dissertation.  

 

A: Degrees taught entirely within Classics 

 

Since each Classics honours course amounts to 20 points, this means that students must 

complete six honours courses in their third year and four honours courses and a dissertation in 

their fourth year.  

 

The formats for the third and fourth years of all degree programmes within Classics are given 

below, indicating how the different degree programmes are put together by using various 

combinations of courses from each group within the Classics subject area (as listed in Section III 

of this Handbook). All of these degree programmes will have eleven units of assessment, one for 

each of the ten courses chosen and one for the dissertation.   

 

 

Ancient History 

 

3rd year 4 courses from the Ancient History group;  
2 courses from any group.  

        
 4th year 2 courses from the Ancient History group; 
   2 courses from any group; 

Dissertation.    
  

NB: At least 6 courses over the two years must be chosen from the Ancient History group. 

 

 

Ancient History and Classical Archaeology 

  

3rd year 2 courses from the Ancient History group; 
2 courses from the Classical Art/Classical Archaeology group; 

   1 course from either the Ancient History group or the  
   Classical Art/Classical Archaeology group; 
   1 course from any group. 
      
 4th year 2 courses from the Ancient History group; 

2 courses from the Classical Art/Classical Archaeology group; 
   Dissertation.        
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Ancient History and Greek or Latin 

 

3rd year 3 courses from the Ancient History group; 
   either Greek Language (A) or Latin Language (A); 

2 further courses from either the Greek group or the Latin group. 
 

4th year 1 course from the Ancient History group; 
2 further courses from either the Greek group or the Latin group*; 

   1 course from any group; 
   Dissertation. 
 

*If abroad in year 3, then either Greek Language (B) or Latin Language (B) must usually be 

taken. 

 

 

Classical Archaeology and Greek or Latin 

 

3rd year 3 courses from the Classical Art/Classical Archaeology group; 
either Greek Language (A) or Latin Language (A); 
2 further courses from either the Greek group or the Latin group. 

 
4th year 1 course from the Classical Art/Classical Archaeology group; 

2 further courses from either the Greek group or the Latin group*; 
1 course from any group; 
Dissertation. 

 

*If abroad in year 3, then either Greek Language (B) or Latin Language (B) must usually be 

taken. 

 

 

Classical Studies 

 

3rd year 4 courses from the Ancient History, Classical Art/Classical Archaeology, 
Classical Literature in Translation groups; 

   2 courses from any group. 
      

4th year 2 courses from the Ancient History, Classical Art/Classical Archaeology, 
Classical Literature in Translation groups; 
2 courses from any group; 
Dissertation.      

 

NB: At least 3 courses over the two years must be chosen from the Classical Literature in 

Translation group.  

  



  

8 

 

Classics 

 
3rd year Greek Language (A);        

   Latin Language (A); 
1 further course from the Greek group; 
1 further course from the Latin group; 
1 further course from either the Greek group or the Latin group; 

   1 course from any group. 
 

4th year 2 courses from the Greek group*; 
2 courses from the Latin group*; 

   Dissertation.    
 

*If abroad in year 3, then Greek Language (B) and Latin Language (B) must usually be taken. 

 

 

Greek Studies 

 

3rd year Greek Language (A);        
   2 further courses from the Greek group; 

2 courses related to the Greek world from the Ancient History, Classical 
Art/Classical Archaeology, Classical Literature in Translation groups; 
1 course from any group. 

   
4th year 3 courses from the Greek group*;  

1 course related to the Greek world from the Ancient History, Classical 
Art/Classical Archaeology, Classical Literature in Translation groups; 
Dissertation. 

 

*If abroad in year 3, then Greek Language (B) must usually be taken. 

 

 

Latin Studies 

 

3rd year Latin Language (A); 
2 further courses from the Latin group; 
2 courses relating to the Roman or Latin-speaking world from the Ancient 
History, Classical Art/Classical Archaeology, Classical Literature in 
Translation groups; 
1 course from any group. 

 
4th year 3 courses from the Latin group*:  

1 course relating to the Roman or Latin-speaking world from the Ancient 
History, Classical Art/Classical Archaeology, Classical Literature in 
Translation groups; 

   Dissertation.         

 

*If abroad in year 3, then Latin Language (B) must usually be taken. 
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B: Joint degrees with other Subject Areas (‘Combined Honours’) 

 

1.  The following joint degrees with other subject areas are offered: 

  

English or Scottish Literature and Classics 

History and Classics 

Modern European Languages and Classics 

 

(in these degrees the Classics element may be either Greek or Latin or a combination of 

Ancient History, Classical Art and Classical Archaeology, and Classical Literature in 

Translation) 

  

Classics and Linguistics 

 Classics and English Language 

Philosophy and Greek 

 

(in which the Classics element is Greek) 

 

 

Ancient and Medieval History   

 

(History in Theory is compulsory) 

 

Ancient Mediterranean Civilisations 

Classical and Middle East Studies 

Archaeology and Ancient History 

 

 

2. All Combined Honours degrees share a common pattern, with the exception of those which 

combine Classics with Modern European Languages. For all other degrees, the pattern for 

the two Honours years is as follows: 

 

3rd year: courses totalling 120 points must be taken; 

 

of these 120 points, 40 must come from Classics, 40 from the other subject area, and 40 

from either subject area, at the student’s choice; 

   

4th year: courses totalling 120 points must be taken; 

 

of these 120 points, 40 must come from Classics and 40 from the other subject area; 

students must also write a dissertation, which will account for the remaining 40 points;  

 

the dissertation may discuss a topic which arises from either subject area or which bridges 

the two. 
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3.  In the Combined Honours degree in Modern European Languages and Classics, students spend 

their 3rd year abroad, in a country appropriate to their chosen modern European language. 

They normally attend a university in that country and take classical courses of suitable 

content and level, worth 40 credits  

(= 20 ECTS credits).  

 

A further 20 credits relate to preparation for the dissertation, which may be either in 

Classics or in the modern European language. If the dissertation is in Classics, the student 

must during the third year make progress in defining and investigating a suitable topic and 

in compiling a bibliography.  

 

The completion of the dissertation in 4th year counts for a further 20 credits.  The 

dissertation is assessed as a whole at the end of that year; overall it counts as two units of 

assessment (= 20 credits preparation + 20 credits completion). In addition, Classics options 

worth 60 credits are taken (for those choosing a Latin or Greek pathway Latin Language (B) 

or Greek Language (B) is usually compulsory). 

 

(For the modern European language requirements in years 3 & 4 see the information in the 

DELC handbook and the DRPS entry for the degree.) 

 

 

4. In the Ancient Mediterranean Civilisations degree, in 3rd year you must take a total of 120 

credits. Of these 120 credits, 60 credits must come from Classics (Ancient History or 

Classical Archaeology courses) and 60 credits must come from Archaeology. In 4th year you 

must take a total of 120 credits. Of these 120 credits, 40 credits must come from Classics 

(Ancient History or Classical Archaeology courses), 40 credits must come from Archaeology 

and 40 credits from a dissertation in either Classics or Archaeology. 
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III:    CLASSICS HONOURS COURSES and their DESCRIPTIONS 

 

Students taking Classics courses in the third and fourth years of any degree programme have a 

fairly wide menu from which to choose. A list of the courses which will be offered in 2017-2018 

is given on the following pages, each identified with one or more of the groupings Ancient 

History, Classical Art and Archaeology, Classical Literature in Translation, Greek, and Latin. 

There are also beginners’ courses in the languages which are available to Honours students who 

have not already taken the relevant language at sub-Honours level, and intermediate courses for 

those who have only taken beginners’ courses at sub-Honours. 

 

There are also courses listed below that are taught by other subject areas but nonetheless count 

as Classics courses for this exercise. Please check that you have the prerequisites for the 

courses you apply for: if you choose to take any courses offered by other subject areas it is your 

responsibility to ensure that there is no timetable clash; similarly if you are taking a joint 

degree. 

 

All of these courses are graded as ‘level 10’ courses, and with the exception of the Classics 

Dissertation, worth 40 credits, they are all worth 20 credit points. Most courses (exceptions 

indicated below) last for one semester. The ways in which these courses may be combined to 

make up the different degree programmes is set out in Section II of this Handbook. 

 

For Contact Information please see page 5.  

 

For information on the application process and to apply for your courses go to: 

http://www.teaching-apps.shca.ed.ac.uk/classics_options/  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

 

 Course descriptions can be found below.  All other information relating to these courses, 

including assessment, can be found in the official course information available in the 

Degree Programme Tables (via MyEd/PATH).  

 

http://www.teaching-apps.shca.ed.ac.uk/classics_options/
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Semester 1 

 

Ancient History 

 

Living on the Edge: The Archaeology of Roman Frontiers (1st–4th c. AD)  

(TBC; Dr Emanuele Intagliata) 

This course aims to introduce students to Roman frontier studies by exploring the 

archaeology of Roman military infrastructures along four front lines, namely northern 

England and Scotland, continental Europe, the Near East (below and above the Taurus 

range) and northern Africa. More broadly it will explore the high level of 

multiculturalism, mobility of goods, and everyday life along Rome’s frontiers. The course 

will mostly cover the 1st to 4th centuries AD, but will also briefly explore the evolution of 

frontier defensive tactics in Late Antiquity (5th–6th c.). Small group oral presentations on 

artefacts on display at the National Museum of Scotland, will help students familiarise 

themselves with local collections and enhance their research and presentation skills. 

Although it mostly focuses on archaeological evidence, the course is interdisciplinary and 

analysis of written sources will be crucial in shedding further light on the development of 

frontier defensive tactics in the period under discussion. 

 

NB: This course can also count as a Classical Art and Archaeology course 

 

Constantinople: The History of a Medieval Megalopolis from Constantine the Great to 

Süleyman the Magnificent  

(CHCA10005; Professor Jim Crow/new appointment) 

Constantinople, easily the largest and most splendid city of medieval Christendom down 

to the early thirteenth century, was adorned by the majestic dome of its famous 

cathedral church of Hagia Sophia - a landmark for all to behold - its unique collection of 

ancient statuary, and the world's choicest collection of relics. The course traces the four 

life cycles of this medieval megalopolis, from Constantine and Justinian's late antique 

city via its middle (c.750-1204) and late Byzantine (1261-1453) incarnations to the 

Ottoman conquest in 1453 plus subsequent transformation into an Islamic capital. 

Participants will become familiar with both textual and material sources on 

Constantinople's history; all written sources will be provided in English translation.  

 

This course can also count as a Classical Art and Archaeology course 
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The Severans  

(ANHI10007; Dr Sandra Bingham) 

This course will look at the reigns of the Severans: Septimius Severus and his son 

Caracalla and their successors, Elagabalus and Alexander Severus.  Septimius hoped to 

bring renewed stablity to an Empire that had suffered since the death of Marcus Aurelius 

in 180, and we shall consider the success in the light of his own reign and that of his son.  

The situation deteriorated, however, under Elagabalus, and was stabilised briefly under 

the reign of Alexander, despite his youth.  The course will consider the changes that 

occurred in this period, militarily, socially and politically.  It will involve the inter-

relation of a wide variety of different types of evidence, notably literary, epigraphic and 

archaeological, and the development of the skills required to interpret these in the 

construction of a history of the Severan age. 

 

Early Roman Egypt  

(ANHI10079; Dr Kimberley Czajkowski) 

In 30 BCE, Octavian defeated Mark Antony and the last Ptolemaic ruler, Cleopatra VII. 

Egypt, the 'bread-basket of the empire' was annexed and became the wealthiest province 

in the Roman Empire. Today, a rich amount of evidence survives from this region, letting 

us write a history of Egypt in a way rarely paralleled elsewhere in the ancient world. In 

particular, the documentary record, preserved in the form of extensive bodies of papyri, 

give us access to aspects of the everyday lives of provincials which we would not 

necessarily find in the literary sources.  

 

During this course, students will be introduced to the sources of this remarkable 

province: papyrological, archaeological and literary among them. The history of the 

region will be covered topically, though students will also develop an understanding of 

the changes that took place throughout the Roman period. As such, they will gain an 

insight into the particular subjects for which the Egyptian evidence is so valuable but will 

also tackle head on the question with which scholars still struggle today: 'How 

representative is Egypt as a Roman province?' 

 

The Greek World and Rome  

(ANHI10012; Professor Andrew Erskine) 

The course covers the period from the Illyrian Wars in the late third century to Pompey's 

defeat of the pirates and Mithridates in the mid first century BC. Themes covered will 

include the Roman conquest of the Greek east, the nature of Roman imperialism, the 

Greek reaction to Rome, the effect of eastern expansion on Rome itself. The course will 

use a range of source material but particular attention will be given to the contemporary 

Greek historian Polybius and a selection of inscriptions. It brings together the two main 

strands of the study of Ancient History, the Greek and the Roman, and contributes to 

understanding how and why the Greek world and its culture had a significant influence on 

Rome. The course works well in conjunction with 'After Alexander'. 
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Approaching Alexander the Great: History, Themes and Traditions  

(CLGE10009; Dr Christian Djurslev) 

This course invites students to examine a fascinating period of world history, namely the 

era of Alexander the Great, which changed the interface of several parts of Eurasia and 

created a long-term impact, a so-called 'Hellenistic' World. We will deploy a variety of 

approaches to explain and situate the figure and his achievements in the historical 

context.  

 

You will not only follow him on his impressive campaign against the Persian empire (334-

323 BC), but also explore a variety of topics in cultural, social, and political history that 

was affected by him and the people surrounding him. We will look at numerous 

ethnicities (Greeks, Macedonians, Persians, Egyptians, Indians, etc.), administration, 

economics, gender, religion, and warfare among other topics. You will get the 

opportunity to interpret a rich variety of evidence that we have from his period, literary 

texts, epigraphical evidence, material culture, to get a better sense of him and the 

people that made his story 'great'. You will acquire the tools to disentangle the stories, 

legends, and myths surrounding one of antiquity's greatest enigmas. 

 

NB: This course cannot be taken if you took Studying Ancient History 1 in 2016/17. 

 

Ideas of Slavery in Antiquity  

(TBC; Dr Juan Lewis)  

This module will look at how the ancients dealt with the reality of slavery from an 

intellectual point of view. Special focus will be given to the ideas of prominent Greek, 

Roman, Jewish and Christian thinkers and writers. Ideas that became mainstream and 

were shared by large segments of the population will also be explored. The module 

consists of eleven one-hour weekly lectures and eleven one-hour weekly seminars 

organised in four blocks. The lectures introduce the different topics covered by the 

course, present the epistemic problems related to the interpretation of the evidence, 

and discuss the historical and intellectual context in which each idea of slavery was 

developed. Seminars, instead, focus primarily on the detailed analysis of ancient texts in 

translation. The aim of the seminars is to prompt students to elaborate their own ideas 

from the sources and to have a more proactive role in the discussion of the material.  

 

NB: This course can also count as a course in Classical Literature in Translation. 
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Early Iron Age and Archaic Greece (***added 4 July 2017***) 

(TBC; Dr Matthew Skuse) 

This course examines the development of Greek societies between roughly 1100 BC and 

500 BC. The key themes of the course will include the rise and organisation of the urban 

polis, sanctuaries and their offerings, forms of leadership and authority, interactions with 

the wider Mediterranean, and changes in the ways that the Greeks conceptualised and 

depicted their world. The early centuries of the First Millennium BC were once 

considered a ‘Dark Age’, which was seen as culturally impoverished and inaccessible to 

historians. Now, the fascinating complexity of this period, and its integral importance in 

understanding Greece in the Archaic Period and beyond, are widely recognised. In this 

course, we will explore the key changes in Greek societies from the end of the Bronze 

Age to the end of the Archaic Period. Through the use of a range of texts and material 

evidence, we will investigate developments in various aspects of Greek life, such as the 

rise of the urban polis, the introduction of written law, changes in ritual practice, and 

the first uses of coinage. The scope of the module will extend beyond Greece, 

incorporating Greek settlement around the Mediterranean and their interactions with 

other cultures in the Near East, Italy, and Egypt.  

 

The following courses in History can by taken as Ancient History courses 

 

The peoples of Britain in the 1st millennium AD (HIST10397; Dr Rick Sowerby) 

History in Theory (CHCA10003) 

 

NB to apply for these courses you will need to use the History application system: see 

section below ‘Honours courses offered by other subject areas’.  

 

 

Classical Archaeology 

 

Living on the Edge: The Archaeology of Roman Frontiers (1st–4th c. AD)  

(TBC; Dr Emanuele Intagliata)  

This course aims to introduce students to Roman frontier studies by exploring the 

archaeology of Roman military infrastructures along four front lines, namely northern 

England and Scotland, continental Europe, the Near East (below and above the Taurus 

range) and northern Africa. More broadly it will explore the high level of 

multiculturalism, mobility of goods, and everyday life along Rome’s frontiers. The course 

will mostly cover the 1st to 4th centuries AD, but will also briefly explore the evolution of 

frontier defensive tactics in Late Antiquity (5th–6th c.). Small group oral presentations on 

artefacts on display at the National Museum of Scotland, will help students familiarise 

themselves with local collections and enhance their research and presentation skills. 

Although it mostly focuses on archaeological evidence, the course is interdisciplinary and 

analysis of written sources will be crucial in shedding further light on the development of 

frontier defensive tactics in the period under discussion. 

 

NB: This course can also count as a course in Ancient History. 
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Constantinople: The History of a Medieval Megalopolis from Constantine the Great to 

Süleyman the Magnificent  

(CHCA10005; Professor Jim Crow/new appointment) 

Constantinople, easily the largest and most splendid city of medieval Christendom down 

to the early thirteenth century, was adorned by the majestic dome of its famous 

cathedral church of Hagia Sophia - a landmark for all to behold - its unique collection of 

ancient statuary, and the world's choicest collection of relics. The course traces the four 

life cycles of this medieval megalopolis, from Constantine and Justinian's late antique 

city via its middle (c.750-1204) and late Byzantine (1261-1453) incarnations to the 

Ottoman conquest in 1453 plus subsequent transformation into an Islamic capital. 

Participants will become familiar with both textual and material sources on 

Constantinople's history; all written sources will be provided in English translation. 

 

NB: This course can also count as a course in Ancient History. 

 

The following courses in Archaeology can by taken as Classical Art and Archaeology courses 

 

Byzantine Archaeology (ARCA10055; Professor Jim Crow)  

Etruscan Archaeology (ARCA10023; Dr Robert Leighton) 

The Archaeology and History of Egypt: the Early Dynastic until the end of the Middle 

Kingdom (c. 3100-1650 BC) (ARCA10088; Dr Joanne Rowland) 

 

NB to apply for these courses you will need to use the Archaeology application system: see 

section below ‘Honours courses offered by other subject areas’.  

 

 

Classical Literature in Translation 

 

Ancient Literature from a Comparative Perspective  

(CLTR10019; Dr Lilah Grace Canevaro) 

This course provides an introduction to the field of comparative literature, its main 

tenets and proponents, and its relevance to Classics. It will centre on the Homeric and 

Hesiodic corpora and their comparanda. Through a range of comparative material from 

different cultures and time periods, the course will set the canonical works of Homer and 

Hesiod in their wider context in terms of genre and tradition. Comparisons with South 

Slavic song will allow us to explore issues of orality and performance, the work of Parry 

and Lord and the importance to Homeric studies of the oral-traditional hypothesis. We 

will experience South Slavic song as a performative genre through recordings. 

Comparisons with material from the Near East will set the genres of epic, cosmogony and 

wisdom against a traditional backdrop, providing an introduction to interactions between 

Greece and the Near East and the possible routes of cultural exchange. Later 

comparative material from Scandinavia and Scotland will then bring the focus back to the 

issues of orality and authorship. Students are recommended to take some time over the 

summer reacquainting themselves with the Iliad, the Odyssey, the Theogony, and the 

Works and Days. 
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Ideas of Slavery in Antiquity  

(TBC; Dr Juan Lewis)  

This module will look at how the ancients dealt with the reality of slavery from an 

intellectual point of view. Special focus will be given to the ideas of prominent Greek, 

Roman, Jewish and Christian thinkers and writers. Ideas that became mainstream and 

were shared by large segments of the population will also be explored. The module 

consists of eleven one-hour weekly lectures and eleven one-hour weekly seminars 

organised in four blocks. The lectures introduce the different topics covered by the 

course, present the epistemic problems related to the interpretation of the evidence, 

and discuss the historical and intellectual context in which each idea of slavery was 

developed. Seminars, instead, focus primarily on the detailed analysis of ancient texts in 

translation. The aim of the seminars is to prompt students to elaborate their own ideas 

from the sources and to have a more proactive role in the discussion of the material.  

 

NB: This course can also count as a course in Ancient History. 

 

Socrates and Plato: Five Dialogues 

(CLTR10015; Dr Benjamin Harriman) 

This course aims to introduce students to Plato and the Socratic dialogue by examining 

five of Plato’s ‘early’ works. The exploration of the character of Socrates will be the 

guiding principle of the module. We will ask what philosophical value Plato derives from 

the literary construct of the dialogue and how Socrates’ distinctive intellectualism 

emerges. From a broader perspective, we will be enquiring into how the dialogue form 

contributes to the practice of philosophy itself and in what ways we are encouraged as 

readers to emulate and criticise Socratic philosophical practice. In 2017-18 it is 

envisioned that the five dialogues will be: Euthyphro, Apology, Crito, Laches, and 

Phaedo. 

 

 

Greek 

 

Greek Literature of the Roman Empire  

(GREE10029; Dr Calum Maciver) 

This course will examine Greek literature of the period commonly termed the Second 

Sophistic. Two prose texts will be read in depth: Longus' pastoral novel 'Daphnis and 

Chloe', which describes two young rustics and their quest to consummate their love, and 

Lucian's satirical 'The True Histories', one of the first works of science fiction. The course 

will set these texts within the cultural and literary phenomena which characterise the 

early Imperial period, and will discuss them according to the characteristics of their 

respective genres, with particular attention paid to the rhetorical and philosophical 

aspects of the texts and their allusive play with literary predecessors, and close attention 

given to narrative structure and prose style and diction. The edition used for Longus is J. 

Morgan, 2004, Liverpool University Press: Aris and Phillips, ISBN: 9780856685637; no 

suitable edition exists for ‘The True Histories’ – a PDF of the Greek text is made available 

on the class LEARN site. 
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Socrates and Plato 

(GREE10023; Dr Benjamin Harriman) 

This course aims to introduce students to Plato and the Socratic dialogue by examining 

five of Plato’s ‘early’ works. The exploration of the character of Socrates will be the 

guiding principle of the module. We will ask what philosophical value Plato derives from 

the literary construct of the dialogue and how Socrates’ distinctive intellectualism 

emerges. From a broader perspective, we will be enquiring into how the dialogue form 

contributes to the practice of philosophy itself and in what ways we are encouraged as 

readers to emulate and criticise Socratic philosophical practice. In 2017-18 it is 

envisioned that the five dialogues will be: Euthyphro, Apology, Crito, Laches, and 

Phaedo, with the Euthyphro read in Greek. This course will be co-taught with CLTR10015, 

but with an additional hour per week focused on the Greek text and separate assessment.  

 

Latin 

 

Amor and Roma: Latin love-elegy  

(LATI10035; Dr Donncha O’Rourke) 

To read Roman love-elegy is to experience one of the liveliest, most socially-engaged, 

and provocative literary genres of the Augustan Age written by some of its most 

celebrated poets: Propertius (c. 50 - 10 BC), Tibullus (c. 55 - 18 BC), and Ovid (43 BC - AD 

17). This course aims to equip students to become effective readers of elegy, cognizant 

of the origins, style and conventions of the genre, of its individual authors and texts, and 

of the social and political contexts of the early Empire of which it is the product, but 

which it also constructs and interrogates. In this way, alongside guided reading of the 

primary texts and secondary scholarship, students will be encouraged to explore how, 

and with what implications, the elegiac genre experiments and innovates, in particular by 

expanding its thematic confines outwards from the private world of 'amor' to the public 

world of 'Roma'.  

 

Cicero the Advocate  

(LATI10019; Dr Dominic Berry) 

The course will provide an introduction to Roman forensic oratory through a study of a 

selection of Cicero's defence speeches, to be read partly in Latin and partly in English 

translation.  The course will set the various trials in their historical context, consider 

whether the defendants are likely to have been guilty, and examine how Cicero rises to 

the challenge of speaking in his clients' defence.  Particular attention will be paid to 

matters of rhetoric and style. 

 

Courses that count as Ancient History, Classical Archaeology or Classical Literature in 

Translation 

 

Greek 1Ha  

(GREE10017; Dr Richard Rawles)  

This Honours course introduces absolute beginners to the morphology and syntax of 

classical Greek. 
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Greek 2Ha  

(GREE10027; Dr Calum Maciver) 

This course is intended to enable those who have taken Greek 1Ha and 1Hb to advance 

their knowledge of the language, and also so that those who have taken Greek 1A and 1B 

in their second year are not prevented from studying the language at Honours level. The 

course will include reading and language classes and linguistically based tutorials on 

subjects including prose composition; students will have further tutorials relating to the 

subjects of their terminal essays. 

 

Latin 1Ha  

(LATI10017; Dr Justin Stover) 

This Honours course introduces absolute beginners to the morphology and syntax of 

classical Latin. 

 

Latin 2Ha  

(LATI10030; Dr Aaron Pelttari) 

This course is intended to enable those who have taken Latin 1Ha and 1Hb to advance 

their knowledge of the language, and also so that those who have taken Latin 1A and 1B 

in their second year are not prevented from studying the language at Honours level.   

The course will include reading and language classes and linguistically based tutorials on 

subjects including prose composition; students will have further tutorials relating to the 

subjects of their terminal essays. 
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Semester 2 

 

Ancient History 

 

The Emperor Nero  

(ANHI10036; Dr Dominic Berry) 

This course provides an opportunity to study in detail the reign of the fifth (and perhaps 

the most notorious) Roman emperor, Nero (AD 54-68). It will address the nature and 

development of the Roman principate; Nero's early life; the history of his reign; his 

artistic preoccupations; and the reasons for his failure and fall. Particular emphasis will 

be placed on the sources for the period, which are exceptionally rich, extending from the 

philosophy and satire of Nero's tutor Seneca to the visually spectacular coinage and the 

extensive remains of Nero's Domus Aurea in Rome. Tacitus' Annals together with either 

Suetonius' Life of Nero or the Octavia (of unknown authorship) will be studied in English 

translation, and will be considered from a literary as well as a historical perspective. 

 

NB This course can also count as a course in Classical Literature in Translation. 

 

Roman Judaea  

(ANHI10078; Dr Kimberley Czajkowski and Professor Helen Bond) 

In 70 CE, the Temple to the Jewish God in Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans, never 

to be rebuilt. This came at the end of a war that began in 66 CE, at around the time of 

the momentous events in Rome that led to the rise of the Flavians. Indeed, this victory 

became vitally important to the new dynasty in Rome, who capitalized on its import to 

justify the new regime. But what led to the rebellion in the first place? The history of 

Roman-Jewish relations prior to this point appears far from a catalogue of antipathy and 

conflict and the reasons for such a dramatic eruption of violence remain a point of 

contention today. 

 

This course tackles the history of Judaea under Roman rule, concentrating on the period 

from Pompey's conquest of the East in 63 BCE until the momentous events of 70 CE, when 

the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed, never to be rebuilt. Students will become 

acquainted with various aspects of the history of the region: social, economic, cultural 

and religious. A range of evidence will be employed, including archaeological, literary (in 

a range of genres), numismatic and epigraphic, in order that students may gain a full 

understanding of the complex history of Judaea under Roman rule. 
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Custodians of Empire: The Praetorian Guard  

(ANHI10034; Dr Sandra Bingham) 

The praetorian guard was an elite Roman military force, in existence for over three 

hundred years.  Adapted from a republican institution by Augustus, it was in essence the 

personal army of the emperor, and, within a very short time, was also responsible for 

specialized military tasks and for various administrative duties in Rome, such as policing 

the games.  It was thanks to the praetorians that Claudius obtained the throne in 41, and 

their role in precipitating the civil war in the late second century indicates the power 

that was inherent in the position. This course will examine the praetorian guard from its 

establishment to its demise in AD 312, considering aspects as diverse as the physical 

make-up of the unit and the political influence that it had in Rome.  We will also consider 

the use of similar units in later empires, most notably the Janissaries. 

 

The History of Roman Republican Italy through Inscribed Objects  

(TBC; Dr Juan Lewis) 

This course introduces students to the latest epigraphic research and shows how 

historians use inscriptions to study several Roman political, social, economic and cultural 

phenomena. Although the organisation of the course is thematic rather than 

chronological, the course pays particular attention to the transformation of the Italian 

peninsula during the Republic and the early Empire.  

 

Popular Culture in the Ancient World  

(CLGE10007; Dr Lucy Grig) 

This course examines, critically, the concept of popular culture in the ancient world, 

asking was there a distinctively popular culture, and if so, how can we, as modern 

scholars, access it? This course will enable students to study ancient history at an 

advanced level by requiring them to engage with both the primary sources, artefacts of 

ancient literary and material culture, and with specialised, comparative and theoretical 

secondary material. It will encourage students to reflect on their own experience and 

that of our culture and bring insights from other historical periods and scholarly 

methodologies to their study of the past. While setting out to improve student knowledge 

and understanding of ancient culture and society more specifically this course aims to 

develop student skills in approaching the ancient world. In this course students will learn 

how to use (and assess the value of the use of) comparative, theoretical and 

methodological literature in their study of the past, an area in which ancient historians 

have often been weak. 

 

NB: This course can also count as a course in Classical Literature in Translation. 
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The Legendary Afterlives of Alexander the Great  

(CLGE10010; Dr Christian Djurslev) 

This course will focus on the reception of Alexander's legacy from 323 BC to the present, 

primarily through the engagement with the Alexander Romance and its literary tradition. 

We will study intriguing intersections in the history of ideas, primarily through the holy 

wanderings of the Alexander Romance, a text only rivalled by the Bible in terms of 

geographical spread. We will follow its diverse paths through literature and rich legends 

from its inception in the Greek world to its receptions from medieval Iceland to Malaysia. 

Participants will become acquainted with the complex developments of Alexander-

related thought and ideas in numerous contexts and cultures, including the medieval 

Scottish world. We will study several features of cultural history through these texts, e.g. 

religion, social and intellectual. 

 

NB: This course can also count as a course in Classical Literature in Translation. 

 

Religion and War in Byzantium and in Comparative Perspective [***updated 4 July 2017***] 

(TBC; Dr Ioannis Stouraitis) 

In this course we will explore the development of the dialectic relationship between the 

Christian religion and war in East Roman imperial culture. This will be approached from a 

comparative view-point by discussing the development of war ethics in the Christian post-

Roman West and the Islamic Near East. Furthermore, we will undertake a comparison 

with cultures in which the relationship between religion and war was not informed by the 

biblical tradition (China, Japan, the Aztecs). Our main goal will be to position the 

Byzantine war ethic within the broader discussion about a western just war tradition and 

to explore the differences between Eurocentric and non-Eurocentric approaches to the 

relationship between religion and military violence.     

 

The following course in History can by taken as an Ancient History course 

 

History in Practice (CHCA10001; third years only) 

 

NB to apply for this courses you will need to use the History application system: see section 

below ‘Honours courses offered by other subject areas’.  

 

 

Classical Archaeology 

 

The Athenian Akropolis  

(CACA10026; Professor Judy Barringer) 

This course examines the history of the Athenian Akropolis and its slopes from its earliest 

habitation in the Neolithic period until the late antique period.  The focus will be on the 

monuments and religious rituals evidenced there, including not only large-scale 

architecture, but also sculpture, smaller votives, altars, inscriptions, and topographical 

features.  Emphasis will be given to technical archaeological matters, the use of ancient 

written sources in interpreting the material remains, and the role of the Akropolis in the 

life of the city. 
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Roman Architecture  

(CACA10036; Dr Ben Russell) 

Architecture was the Roman art par excellence, and Roman buildings provide some of the 

most impressive and best preserved monuments from the ancient world. The long 

imperial Roman peace has left the densest and most varied architectural record of any 

period of antiquity, and at the height of the empire more cities, communities, and 

individuals than ever before came to invest in monumental built structures. This course 

studies the materials, technology, and functions of these buildings as well as their 

appearance and effect, from the middle Republic through to the Late Roman period, in 

all areas of the Roman empire. Students will learn about major monuments in Rome and 

Italy and other leading centres of the empire (such as Athens, Ephesus, Palmyra, and 

Lepcis Magna) and about the main strands and contexts of construction in the eastern and 

western provinces. They will become familiar with analyzing the technical aspects of 

Roman construction as well as the artistic, with additional weeks devoted to Roman 

writing on architecture and the later reception of Classical architectural traditions.  

 

The course will usually include an optional walking tour of parts of Edinburgh to examine 

the reception of Classical architecture, filtered through Roman developments, in the 

buildings of the city. 

 

The following courses in Archaeology can by taken as Classical Art and Archaeology courses 

 

The Archaeology and History of Egypt: the Second Intermediate Period until the end 

of the Late Period (1650-332 BC) (ARCA10085; Dr Joanne Rowland)  

The Hittites: The Archaeology of an Ancient Near Eastern Civilisation (ARCA10063; Dr 

Ulf-Dietrich Schoop) 

 

NB to apply for these courses you will need to use the Archaeology application system: see 

section below ‘Honours courses offered by other subject areas’.  

 

 

Classical Literature in Translation 

 

Ancient Didactic Poetry  

(CLTR10018; Dr Donncha O’Rourke) 

The didactic poems studied in this course will typically include Hesiod's Works and Days, 

Lucretius' On the Nature of the Universe, Virgil's Georgics, and Ovid's Art of Love. The 

teaching programme will approach these texts in chronological order (for the reason that 

the didactic tradition is a cumulative one in which each author engages closely with his 

predecessors). Within this structure, lectures and tutorials will aim to understand 

didactic as a genre and to practise certain critical methodologies of use in its study, with 

close analysis of selected texts and tutorial-style discussion of wider themes and 

contexts.  
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The Legendary Afterlives of Alexander the Great  

(CLGE10010; Dr Christian Djurslev) 

This course will focus on the reception of Alexander's legacy from 323 BC to the present, 

primarily through the engagement with the Alexander Romance and its literary tradition. 

We will study intriguing intersections in the history of ideas, primarily through the holy 

wanderings of the Alexander Romance, a text only rivalled by the Bible in terms of 

geographical spread. We will follow its diverse paths through literature and rich legends 

from its inception in the Greek world to its receptions from medieval Iceland to Malaysia. 

Participants will become acquainted with the complex developments of Alexander-

related thought and ideas in numerous contexts and cultures, including the medieval 

Scottish world. We will study several features of cultural history through these texts, e.g. 

religion, social and intellectual. 

 

NB: This course can also count as an Ancient History course. 

 

Popular Culture in the Ancient World  

(CLGE10007; Dr Lucy Grig) 

This course examines, critically, the concept of popular culture in the ancient world, 

asking was there a distinctively popular culture, and if so, how can we, as modern 

scholars, access it? This course will enable students to study ancient history at an 

advanced level by requiring them to engage with both the primary sources, artefacts of 

ancient literary and material culture, and with specialised, comparative and theoretical 

secondary material. It will encourage students to reflect on their own experience and 

that of our culture and bring insights from other historical periods and scholarly 

methodologies to their study of the past. While setting out to improve student knowledge 

and understanding of ancient culture and society more specifically this course aims to 

develop student skills in approaching the ancient world. In this course students will learn 

how to use (and assess the value of the use of) comparative, theoretical and 

methodological literature in their study of the past, an area in which ancient historians 

have often been weak. 

 

NB: This course can also count as an Ancient History course. 

 

The Emperor Nero  

(ANHI10036; Dr Dominic Berry) 

This course provides an opportunity to study in detail the reign of the fifth (and perhaps 

the most notorious) Roman emperor, Nero (AD 54-68). It will address the nature and 

development of the Roman principate; Nero's early life; the history of his reign; his 

artistic preoccupations; and the reasons for his failure and fall. Particular emphasis will 

be placed on the sources for the period, which are exceptionally rich, extending from the 

philosophy and satire of Nero's tutor Seneca to the visually spectacular coinage and the 

extensive remains of Nero's Domus Aurea in Rome. Tacitus' Annals together with either 

Suetonius' Life of Nero or the Octavia (of unknown authorship) will be studied in English 

translation, and will be considered from a literary as well as a historical perspective. 

 

NB: This course can also count as an Ancient History course. 
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Tragedy  

(CLTR1003; Dr Bejamin Harriman) 

This course offers an introduction to ancient Greek Tragedy via reading in translation. 

Students will read a number of Greek tragedies and examine them according to major 

contemporary interpretative trends. This year the theme will be ‘Transitions in Greek 

tragedy and likely texts Aeschylus’ Persians, Agamemnon, Libation Bearers, and 

Eumenides; Sophocles’ Antigone; Euripides’ Hippolytus and Medea. 

 

 

Greek 

 

Greek Tragedy  

(GREE10001; Dr Calum Maciver) 

Two fifth-century Attic tragedies will be read in full and in detail, with particular 

attention paid to issues of text, language, translation and interpretation. Both plays will 

be considered in their fifth-century literary, cultural, intellectual, and historical 

contexts. For academic session 2016-17, these plays will be Sophocles ‘Oedipus Tyrannus’ 

(edition of R.D. Dawe, 2006, revised edition, Cambridge University Press, ISBN 0-521-

61735-9) and Euripides ‘Bacchae’ (the classic edition of E.R. Dodds, 1960, second edition, 

Oxford University Press, ISBN: 9780198721253) 

 

 

Latin 

 

The Latin Manuscript  

(LATI10043; Dr Justin Stover) 

Most of the ancient and medieval literature we have today came down to us precisely 

because it was copied by hand, often over successive generations, and preserved in 

collections where we can still access the copies today. Learning to use manuscript 

materials allows both classicists and medievalists to break new ground and study 

previously unknown or understudied texts, authors, traditions, and topics. 

 

Over the eleven weeks of the course, we will explore a thousand years of Latin 

handwriting, and delve into the foundations of textual scholarship, covering scripts, 

dating, codicology, cataloguing, libraries, provenance, collation, recension and editing, 

using both the traditional methods as well as new technologies including digital facsimiles 

and editing software.  
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Latin Epic  

(LATI10002; Dr Aaron Pelttari) 

This year the course will focus on books 1, 7, and 12 of Vergil's Aeneid. Classes will be a 

combination of lectures and seminars. Close to 3,000 lines will be read in the original, 

and the remainder of the poem in translation. We will examine the intertextual heritage 

of the Aeneid, its political and cultural contexts, its thematic and ideological constructs, 

and its literary and poetic artistry. And we will make use of modern scholarship both to 

understand the Aeneid better and to understand its place in world literature, from 

Propertius and Pompeii to Dylan and Heaney. The commentaries of Austin for Book 1 and 

Tarrant for book 12 are recommended; for book 7 you may consult the vast commentary 

of Horsfall as well as Williams on books 7-12. The remaining books will be read in Ahl’s 

translation.  

 

Courses that count as Ancient History, Classical Archaeology or Classical Literature in 

Translation 

 

Greek 1HB  

(GREE10018; new appointment) 

This Honours course develops near-beginners' knowledge of the morphology and syntax of 

Classical Greek and their skill in reading original Greek texts. 

 

Greek 2Hb  

(GREE10028; new appointment) 

This course is intended to enable those who have taken Greek 1Ha and 1Hb to advance 

their knowledge of the language, and also so that those who have taken Greek 1A and 1B 

in their second year are not prevented from studying the language at Honours level.  The 

course will include reading and language classes and linguistically based tutorials on 

subjects including prose composition; students will have further tutorials relating to the 

subjects of their terminal essays. 

 

Latin 1Hb  

(LATI10018; Dr Justin Stover) 

This Honours course develops near beginners' knowledge of the morphology and syntax of 

classical Latin, their skill in reading original Latin texts, and their understanding of the 

common Latin roots of the Romance languages. 

 

Latin 2Hb  

(LATI10031; Dr Calum Maciver) 

This course is intended to enable those who have taken Latin 1Ha and 1Hb to advance 

their knowledge of the language, and also so that those who have taken Latin 1A and 1B 

in their second year are not prevented from studying the language at Honours level.   

The course will include reading and language classes and linguistically based tutorials on 

subjects including prose composition; students will have further tutorials relating to the 

subjects of their terminal essays. 

 

 

 



  

27 

 

Full Year 

 

Classics Dissertation  

(CLGE10003; Dr Kimberley Czajkowski) 

An extended essay which investigates independently a topic or problem or text. 

 

Greek Language (A)  

(GREE10009; Dr Calum Maciver)  

The course aims to develop advanced language skills through regular unseen translation 

from Greek into English and through other forms of linguistic study, such as translation 

from English to Greek (prose composition) and Greek textual criticism. 

 

Greek Language (B)  

(GREE10010; Dr Calum Maciver) 

The course aims to develop advanced language skills through regular unseen translation 

from Greek into English and through other forms of linguistic study, such as translation 

from English to Greek (prose composition) and Greek textual criticism.  

 

NB: The course is only for students in their fourth (Senior Honours) year who did not 

take Greek Language A in their third year (usually because they were on a study 

abroad year). You can exceptionally seek exemption from doing this course from the 

Head of Classics if you can show you studied equivalent courses in your year abroad.   

 

Latin Language (A)  

(LATI10011; Dr Dominic Berry) 

The course aims to develop advanced language skills through regular unseen translation 

from Greek into English and through other forms of linguistic study, such as translation 

from English to Latin (prose composition) and Latin textual criticism. 

 

Latin Language (B)  

(LATI10012; Dr Dominic Berry) 

The course aims to develop advanced language skills through regular unseen translation 

from Latin into English and through other forms of linguistic study, such as translation 

from English to Latin (prose composition) and Latin textual criticism.  

 

NB: The course is only for students in their fourth (Senior Honours) year who did not 

take Latin Language A in their third year (usually because they were on a studyabroad 

year).  You can exceptionally seek exemption from doing this course from the Head of 

Classics if you can show you studied equivalent courses in your year abroad.   

Detailed information about courses where the lecturer has not yet been appointed will become 

available at a later date. Students will be notified of these details and of any additional courses by e-

mail correspondence. Please watch your University e-mail account for such information. 

 

Additions or changes may not be notified to you before the deadline for submission of your course 

preferences. Do not delay in submitting on account of this! Students will be given the option of making 

a change to the selection which they have already made, once any new courses are announced. 
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Honours Courses offered by other subject areas 

 

If you decide to apply to take any of the following courses, it is your responsibility: 

 to ensure that you have the pre-requisites 

 to check that there is no clash with any other courses you are taking  

 to contact the subject area concerned in order to follow their application process. 

 

Please go to http://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-

undergraduates/your-studies/your-degree-programme/choosing-your-courses/honours-course-

choices for information on applying for these courses: 

 

Courses offered by other subject areas but can be taken as an Ancient History option: 

 

History 

 

Semester 1 

HIST10397  The peoples of Britain in the 1st millennium AD 

CHCA10003 History in Theory 

 

Semester 2 

CHCA10001  History in Practice (3rd years only) 

 

Courses offered by other subject areas but can be taken as a Classical Art and Archaeology 

option: 

 

Archaeology  

 

Semester 1 

ARCA10023 Etruscan Archaeology 

ARCA10088  The Archaeology and History of Egypt: the Early Dynastic until the end of the 

Middle Kingdom (c. 3100-1650 BC) 

ARCA10055 Byzantine Archaeology 

 

Semester 2 

ARCA10085 The Archaeology and History of Egypt: the Second Intermediate Period until the 

end of the Late Period (1650-332 BC) 

ARCA10063 The Hittites: The Archaeology of an Ancient Near Eastern Civilisation 

  

http://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-undergraduates/your-studies/your-degree-programme/choosing-your-courses/honours-course-choices
http://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-undergraduates/your-studies/your-degree-programme/choosing-your-courses/honours-course-choices
http://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-undergraduates/your-studies/your-degree-programme/choosing-your-courses/honours-course-choices
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IV:  COURSE PARTICIPATION and CONTACT    

 

Admittance into the Honours programme is an indication that you are ready to work at a 

much higher level and with a greater degree of independence and commitment than at Sub-

Honours level.  

 

We expect you to take responsibility for your own learning, including wide reading from the 

course bibliography. Your essays should be researched, reasoned and informed pieces of work. 

Responsibility for your own learning also involves planning your study and research; however, 

course organisers are of course available to discuss essay plans and give essay feedback in their 

office hours and at other times, by appointment. 

 

A high level of participation is expected from students at Honours level. Many classes are run as 

seminars or informal lectures and you will be expected to prepare for class and answer/ask 

questions when appropriate. Class numbers are kept as low as possible in order to allow for 

student participation.  

 

Many courses have compulsory attendance in seminars and persistent absence from classes 

without sufficient justification will be reported to your Personal Tutor. 

 

All courses now have a website which displays information about the class, including, at the 

very least, a copy of the course handbook. You are advised to check this website regularly: 

failure to see a notice will not count as an excuse. 

 

Messages about courses will routinely be circulated to students by e-mail. It is a University 

requirement that students must respond to e-mails sent to their University e-mail address, and 

it will be assumed that every member of the class can be contacted at this address 

(smatriculationnumber@sms.ed.ac.uk) and checks incoming mail regularly. 

 

Your Personal Tutor is the first port of call for problems of an academic or pastoral nature. Any 

students who are worried about passing exams, or contemplating a degree transfer, or thinking 

about graduating with an ordinary BA degree,  

or experiencing any ill health or personal problems which affect coursework, should contact 

their Personal Tutor. The Student Support Office also provides advice and support on a range of 

matters, including curricula, registrations, degree transfers, special circumstances and ill 

health, coursework extension requests and many administrative procedures.  Email: hca-

sso@ed.ac.uk or phone: 0131 651 1800. 

 

  

mailto:smatriculationnumber@sms.ed.ac.uk
mailto:hca-sso@ed.ac.uk
mailto:hca-sso@ed.ac.uk
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Attendance Monitoring 

 

The legislation passed recently by the UK Government relating to Points-Based Immigration 

requires all universities to monitor the attendance of their international students.  

 

In the College of Humanities and Social Science, we intend to meet this duty by monitoring the 

attendance of all our students, as this will give us a positive opportunity to identify and help all 

students who might be having problems of one kind or another, or who might need more 

support.  

 

We will do this by monitoring attendance of undergraduate students at these standard contact 

points: 

 

 registration including ‘Confirmation of Attendance’ at the start of each academic year 

 all coursework hand-ins 

 attendance at all exams 

 

You must be physically seen at these contact points to confirm that you remain at Edinburgh 

and on-programme. Emails, including email copies of coursework supplied in lieu of paper 

copies submitted in person, are not acceptable. 

 

If you miss a contact point or anticipate doing so, please report to the School’s Student Support 

Office, ideally in advance and in person. If you are absolutely unable to report in person, please 

make contact by phone immediately on 0131 651 1800.  

 

If you miss a contact point and don't provide a satisfactory explanation this may be termed as 

non-attendance in which case we will investigate further and try to make contact with you 

within 10 days. If we fail to do so successfully and you are an international student, we will be 

obliged to report the non-attendance to the College Dean. This could result in our sponsorship 

of you and your visa being revoked. If you are not an international student, you should be aware 

that non-attendance may result in you being withdrawn from the programme. 

 

 

http://www.shc.ed.ac.uk/student/undergraduate/support/support_office.htm
http://www.shc.ed.ac.uk/student/undergraduate/support/support_office.htm
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Student feedback and representation 

 

Feedback from students is always welcome. You may either contact the course organiser 

personally or speak to the Class Representative. Student representatives in Honours Ancient 

History, Classical Archaeology, Classical Literature, Greek and Latin will be elected at the start 

of the academic year. They will serve on the Staff-Student Liaison Committee and their contact 

details will be made available on the course Learn sites.  

 

At the end of each course, you will be asked for your anonymous comments on an electronic 

course assessment questionnaire. These questionnaires are taken very seriously by staff and you 

are requested to comment as fully as possible: in the past student feedback has been very 

useful and has led to course redesign. 
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V: TEACHABILITY AND STUDENTS WITH A DISABILITY  

 

‘Teachability’ refers to our aim to make all our courses accessible to all students, regardless of 

their disabilities.  

 

Students with disabilities  

 

We welcome students with disabilities (including those with specific learning difficulties such as 

dyslexia) and are working to make all our courses accessible.   

If you wish to talk to a member of staff about the course requirements and  

your particular needs, please first contact the School's Student Support Office (Room G.08, 

William Robertson Wing, or 0131 651 1800) who will direct you to the appropriate member of 

academic staff and/or to the University's Disability Office.  

 

You can also contact the Disability Office directly (3rd Floor, Main Library Building or 0131 650 

6828), and an Advisor will be happy to meet with you. The Advisor can discuss possible 

adjustments and specific examination arrangements with you, assist you with an application for 

Disabled Students' Allowance, give you information about available technology and personal 

assistance such as note takers, proof readers or dyslexia tutors, and prepare a Learning Profile 

for your School which outlines recommended adjustments. You will be expected to provide the 

Disability Office with evidence of disability - either a letter from your GP or specialist, or 

evidence of specific learning difficulty. For dyslexia or dyspraxia, this evidence must be a 

recent Chartered Educational Psychologist's assessment. If you do not have this, the Disability 

Office can put you in touch with an independent Educational Psychologist. 
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VI: VISITING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 

 

All courses are open to visiting undergraduates. You must complete all the work of the class in 

order to gain full credit. If you are taking courses taught in the second semester, you must take 

the degree examination at the end of the year; if you are to be in Edinburgh only in the first 

semester, you will be required to produce a special written assessment at the end of that 

semester, normally a two-hour exam similar to the one you would have sat in the spring diet. 

Details about this assessment will be in individual course handbooks. 

 

We recognise that different countries have different academic environments and expectations 

and you may find yourself unsure about what is expected of you in Classics at Edinburgh. Your 

Personal Tutor should be able to advise you on general academic matters but we also strongly 

encourage you to seek further advice from your course organisers.  

 

Visiting international students now have a representative on the Staff-Student Liaison 

Committee, where students can voice concerns and suggestions, and you will receive an email 

about this.  
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VII: GOOD ACADEMIC CONDUCT AND ETHICS 

Good academic conduct: our expectations about your written work 

Because your written work is a way of conveying your opinions about a particular issue to your 

reader, it is important that you adhere to the following three rules: 

1. Every essay must be written in your own words, with any quotations clearly 

indicated. Your opinions will have been informed by those of other scholars, but you 

should aim to paraphrase your sources rather than repeat them word-for-word. This 

shows your readers that you have understood and processed everything that you have 

read.  

2. Whenever you use something that you have found in someone else’s work, you must 

provide a full reference to the source which you used. Your references should be clear 

and concise, with the full details given in the bibliography to allow your readers to 

identify the source for themselves.  

3. All references should refer accurately and honestly to the specific source which you 

used. Failing to give an accurate and honest account of your sources, or failing to provide 

a reference for information which you have taken from elsewhere, are examples of 

plagiarism. This is a form of dishonesty that runs counter to the principles of academic 

study, and is therefore taken very seriously by the University. This is true regardless of 

whether or not there was any deliberate intention to cheat, and may lead to a heavy 

deduction of marks, or result in the essay being given a mark of zero.  

 

The School has put together a full document which guides you through these expectations. It 

provides examples of correct referencing and accurate citation methods for each subject area, 

as well as advice about avoiding unintentional plagiarism through accurate note-taking and 

citation. You can find this document online at: https://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-

archaeology/information-current-undergraduates/your-studies/assessment-and-

feedback/academic-conduct 

 

Ethics Policy 

The School of History, Classics and Archaeology embraces and endorses the highest principles in 

regard to Ethics. Its policy and procedures have been developed by the School Ethics 

Committee, which is linked to the School Research Committee, for use by staff and students, so 

as to ensure that all research carried out in the name of the University of Edinburgh and the 

School is achieved to the highest ethical standards.  

 

The responsibility for the oversight of ethics and research integrity for undergraduate 

dissertations and projects lies with supervisors. Self-evaluation ethics questionnaires (Level 1) 

should be completed by students and submitted with the dissertation proposal. Full information 

about how to proceed will be supplied to undergraduate students by the Undergraduate Office. 

Supervisors will scrutinize and approve all Research Ethics questionnaires; if they have any 

concerns about the proposed project they may require the student to redesign it. Supervisors 

may also consult with Subject Area Ethics reps for advice. Undergraduate questionnaires will be 

logged and kept by the Undergraduate office. 

 

Further information and the Ethics Questionnaire (Level 1), can be found on the School Website:  

http://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/research/ethics-procedures/procedures 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-undergraduates/your-studies/assessment-and-feedback/academic-conduct
https://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-undergraduates/your-studies/assessment-and-feedback/academic-conduct
https://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-undergraduates/your-studies/assessment-and-feedback/academic-conduct
http://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/research/ethics-procedures/procedures
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VIII: COURSEWORK SUBMISSION 

 

From the 2016/2017 academic year, it is College policy for coursework submission to be 

completed online and for feedback to be supplied electronically, for all assignments for which it 

is pedagogically appropriate to do so. 

Electronic submissions must be made through a Turnitin dropbox on the course site in 

Learn.   Turnitin will check your submission for plagiarism and will be used to provide feedback 

and your mark.  You will be required to fill in a Declaration of Own Work for each assignment. 

Once this has been filled in properly, a folder containing the coursework dropbox will be made 

available, and you will be able to submit your coursework. 

Unless your course handbook and/or course Learn site specifies differently, all coursework must 

be submitted as detailed below and the deadline will be 12 noon on the due date. 

Please consult your course Learn site for detailed submission instructions. 

 

Coursework deadlines 

 

It is essential for fairness that all students hand in their coursework by the same deadline. 

There are penalties for late coursework submission. 

It is your responsibility to check your own deadlines. 

 

Late Submission of Work 

 

 Late coursework will only be accepted without penalty if you have provided a good 

reason and have been granted an extension in advance or exceptional circumstances 

prevented you from doing so. See: http://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-

archaeology/information-current-undergraduates/your-studies/assessment-and-

feedback/coursework/late-submissions-and-extensions  

 Late coursework submitted without an authorised extension will be recorded as late and 

the following penalties will apply: 5 percentage points will be deducted for every 

calendar day or part thereof it is late, up to a maximum  

of 5 calendar days. After this time a mark of zero will be recorded.  

 These penalties follow the University's Undergraduate Assessment Regulations. 

 

Return of Coursework 

 

You will be notified by email when coursework is ready for collection.  Feedback on formative 

and summative in-course assessed work will be provided within 15 working days of submission, 

or in time to be of use in subsequent assessments within the course, whichever is sooner.   

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-undergraduates/your-studies/assessment-and-feedback/coursework/late-submissions-and-extensions
http://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-undergraduates/your-studies/assessment-and-feedback/coursework/late-submissions-and-extensions
http://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-undergraduates/your-studies/assessment-and-feedback/coursework/late-submissions-and-extensions
http://www.docs.sasg.ed.ac.uk/AcademicServices/Regulations/TaughtAssessmentRegulations.pdf
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IX: GUIDELINES FOR ESSAYS IN CLASSICS 

 

Students are strongly advised to study the "Guidelines for Essays in Classics", which can be found 

via the link on the student intranet:  

https://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-undergraduates/your-

studies/assessment-and-feedback/coursework/essay-guidance 

 

Part 1 contains guidance on writing and structuring essays, and on the use of primary and 

secondary sources. Part 2 gives rules for the presentation of essays and dissertations, and 

explains how references and bibliographies should be set out.  Work which does not follow these 

guidelines will be penalised. Please read the guidelines carefully and follow them in all your 

work in Classics. 

 

As noted in Section IV, essays at Honours Level should be a step up from essays in years 1 and 2. 

They should be researched, reasoned and informed pieces of work.  Responsibility for your own 

learning also involves planning your study and research; however, course organisers are of 

course available to discuss essay plans and give essay feedback in their office hours and at other 

times, by appointment. 

 

 

X: DISSERTATIONS  

 

Your dissertation will be the longest piece of work you will submit towards your degree 

assessment. It counts as the equivalent of two courses and has a credit weighting of 40 points. 

The dissertation is an extended essay which investigates independently a topic or problem or 

text. It is not a postgraduate thesis, in which an original contribution is required, but it should 

represent your own investigation of your chosen topic, carried out with a critical analysis and 

reasoned treatment of evidence and issues. 

 

For further information on the dissertation you should consult the Dissertation Learn website 

where you will find the Dissertation Handbook. 

 

  

https://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-undergraduates/your-studies/assessment-and-feedback/coursework/essay-guidance
https://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-undergraduates/your-studies/assessment-and-feedback/coursework/essay-guidance
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XI: STUDY ABROAD IN YEAR 3 

 

Three categories of students will be studying abroad in their third year.  

 

1. Students who are on the M.A. (Hons) in Modern European Languages and Classics degree 

programme. They normally attend a University in the country appropriate to their Modern 

Language programme under an Erasmus exchange scheme and take classical courses of 

appropriate content and level, worth 40 Edinburgh credits = 20 ECTS credits. 

 

2. Students who have been selected by the subject area for an ERASMUS place at a partner 

university in Europe, or, exceptionally, who have gained an ERASMUS place on an 

undersubscribed exchange belonging to another subject area.  

 

3. Students who have gained a place on the University of Edinburgh’s International exchange 

scheme (e.g. in USA, Canada or Australia). Such places are subject to university-wide 

competition. 

 

By April of your second year (much earlier in the case of International exchanges) the process of 

selection/nomination will usually have been completed. However, detailed arrangements for 

your courses will remain to be discussed with your Personal Tutor and the exchange programmes 

officer and to be confirmed by the Head of Classics. 

 

Please note the following:- 

 

a) You will normally be expected to take a full work-load of courses at the host university 

(i.e. the norm for a full-time student at that institution). At universities in the E.U. a 

normal work-load for a full year would be 60 ECTS1 credits (1 ECTS credit = 2 University 

of Edinburgh credits). If you are a modern language student, the work-load will be 

adjusted to 40 Edinburgh credits = 20 ECTS credits to allow for your commitments to your 

modern language studies. 

b) The courses must be of appropriate level and content, and should not overlap 

significantly with courses which you intend to take in fourth year, on return to Edinburgh.  

c) You will be expected to remain in regular contact by email with your Edinburgh 

department(s). You will usually find it difficult to finalise all your courses before arrival 

at the host university; in such cases you must consult the exchange programmes officer or 

your Personal Tutor immediately on arrival and have your course choices confirmed 

before you embark on them.  Likewise, changes of course should not be made without 

such prior consultation. Your preliminary plans for the fourth year dissertation will also 

need to be discussed as the year progresses. 

                                         

 

 

 
1 European Credit Tranfer Scheme 
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d) All students graduating in 2018 except those on the joint degree with Modern European 

Languages bring back credits but not grades from their study abroad. Their Honours 

classification is therefore based on the courses taken in fourth year. 

 

For those on the joint degree with MEL two units of assessment from their year abroad 

count towards their final Honours classification. These will normally consist of classical 

courses taken at another European university under the ERASMUS exchange scheme and 

graded there. 
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XII: ASSESSMENT 

 

(i) GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

Most courses are assessed by a combination of continuous assessment and a  

two-hour degree examination: for exceptions see the course assessment details in Section III. 

Individual course handbooks will give further details regarding the ways in which these two 

elements of assessment are combined. 

 

Examinations 

 

 All examinations are of two-hour duration. Exceptions to that rule are Greek Language 

(A) and (B) and Latin Language (A) and (B), which are assessed by a three-hour 

examination paper only (there is no continuous assessment in these courses). 

 All courses will be assessed at the end of the academic year in which they are taught, 

except courses Greek 1Ha and Greek 2Ha and Latin 1Ha and Latin 2Ha, which will be 

assessed at the end of the first semester. 

 Visiting students will be assessed at the end of the academic year unless they are only in 

Edinburgh for Semester 1.  

 Some courses are assessed by continuous assessment alone: see course assessment details 

in Section III. 

 

Continuous assessment 

 

Brief details are given in the course descriptions in Section III. Full details of what will 

constitute the element of continuous assessment in each course will be given in the course 

handbook issued at the start of the course. In most cases, this will include the submission of 

essays or other written work, and the following procedure must be observed for all written work 

which will contribute to the final mark for any course. The word ‘essay’ below is to be 

understood as including all types of assessed coursework. 

 

 All essays will be submitted electronically; exceptions to this rule will be noted in course 

handbooks and on Learn. 

 All essays should be typed in double spacing, with a margin of at least 2.5 cm on both 

right and left sides of the page. 

 Since all essays are marked anonymously, they should be identified only by your 

examination number (not your matriculation number) on every page. 

 It is essential for fairness that all students hand in their coursework by the stated 

deadlines. Late coursework will only be accepted without penalty if you have provided a 

good reason and have been granted an extension. 

 Any items of coursework which contribute to assessment and which are not submitted will 

be given a mark of 0%. 

 Extensions:  
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o See: http://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-

undergraduates/your-studies/assessment-and-feedback/coursework/late-

submissions-and-extensions   

 

 The mark on a returned essay is provisional and is subject to confirmation by the Board of 

Examiners. 

 After your essay has been returned to you, you are advised to make arrangements to 

discuss it with the member(s) of staff who have marked it. 

 

(ii) MARKING SCHEME 

 

All work will be assessed in accordance with the University’s Extended Common Marking 

Scheme.  See http://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-

undergraduates/your-studies/assessment-and-feedback/school-s-regulations/marking-scheme  

 

(iii) GRADE DESCRIPTIONS for COURSES IN CLASSICS 

 

Local grade descriptors used in Classics can be found on the website:  

https://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-undergraduates/your-

studies/assessment-and-feedback/school-s-regulations/grade-descriptors  

 

(iv) RULES for CLASSIFYING HONOURS DEGREES 

 

Classification is on the basis of the mean of marks obtained in qualifying level 10 courses taken 

in the Junior and Senior Honours years (a total of 240 credit points).  Details of assessment 

regulations are to be found at:  

http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/policies-regulations/regulations/assessment 

 

(v) SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES COMMITTEE  

 

Special circumstances can sometimes affect a student's performance in following a course, in 

producing coursework or in completing examinations. Procedures exist to highlight these 

circumstances and seek consideration of them in evaluations of academic performance. 

 

Information on the University's Special Circumstances procedures, including the Special 

Circumstances Form required, are available on the Academic Services website: 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/students/assessment/special-circumstances 

 

If you think you have a case for Special Circumstances, please contact your Personal Tutor to 

discuss it in the first instance. If your tutor is not available please contact the School’s Student 

Support Office. 

 

Special Circumstances forms should be submitted as soon as possible and not more than a week 

after the final assessment for the semester that has been affected.  

 

(vi) COMPLAINT PROCEDURE 

 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-undergraduates/your-studies/assessment-and-feedback/coursework/late-submissions-and-extensions
http://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-undergraduates/your-studies/assessment-and-feedback/coursework/late-submissions-and-extensions
http://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-undergraduates/your-studies/assessment-and-feedback/coursework/late-submissions-and-extensions
http://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-undergraduates/your-studies/assessment-and-feedback/school-s-regulations/marking-scheme
http://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-undergraduates/your-studies/assessment-and-feedback/school-s-regulations/marking-scheme
https://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-undergraduates/your-studies/assessment-and-feedback/school-s-regulations/grade-descriptors
https://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-undergraduates/your-studies/assessment-and-feedback/school-s-regulations/grade-descriptors
http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/policies-regulations/regulations/assessment
http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/students/assessment/special-circumstances
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The complaint procedure is designed to ensure that complaints are properly investigated and 

are given careful and fair consideration. 

The procedure involves up to two stages and adheres, as far as possible, to a specified 

timescale. Anyone wishing to raise a complaint about a matter which is the responsibility of the 

University must do so via this procedure. 

 

Making a Complaint 

 

If you are considering making a complaint to the University, you should first: 

 

 Try to sort out the problem with those who are directly involved. Generally complaints 

are resolved more easily and effectively at an early stage and by those who have a direct 

influence on the situation. We call this "Frontline Resolution". 

 Have a look at the information and guidance accessible via the links above which explain 

the complaint procedure. 

 If you are a student, speak to an Adviser at the Edinburgh University Students' Association 

(EUSA) Advice Place. EUSA Advisers have a great deal of relevant experience and 

knowledge of the University procedures.  http://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/advice/ 

 

If a complaint cannot be resolved at the "Frontline", please complete the form. Details of how 

to submit a complaint are on the form. 

 

Further information regarding the complaints procedure can be found at: 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/student-academic-services/student-complaint-

procedure  

 

(vii) ACADEMIC APPEALS 

 

The following webpage provides guidance for undergraduate students considering making an 

academic appeal, and is intended to offer information and assistance. It should be noted 

however that the academic appeals process is governed by the University’s Assessment 

Regulations (link from web page below) which anyone contemplating an academic appeal should 

also consult. 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/students/appeals 
 

 

  

http://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/advice/
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/student-academic-services/student-complaint-procedure
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/student-academic-services/student-complaint-procedure
http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/students/appeals
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XIII:  INSTITUTE FOR ACADEMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 

Provision for undergraduate students 

www.ed.ac.uk/iad/undergraduates 

 

Advice for studying effectively 

 

Resources: LearnBetter (available on the Learn VLE) is there to help all students find effective 

approaches to studying, learning  and doing academic work. Produced by Study Development 

Advisors at the University's Institute for Academic Development (IAD), this resource gives advice 

about a lot of common student questions, covering topics such as academic reading and writing, 

time management, presentations and revision.  

Workshops: the IAD’s Study Development Advisors also run workshops on similar topics 

throughout semesters 1 and 2, which are open to all undergraduates. 

One-to-one advice: it is also possible to request a one-to-one consultation with one of the IAD 

Advisors. 

Find out more: you can find full details of everything IAD Study Development offers – and some 

key information and advice sheets – by going to the Study Development web pages: 

www.ed.ac.uk/iad/undergraduates 

 
  

http://www.ed.ac.uk/iad/undergraduates
http://www.ed.ac.uk/iad/undergraduates
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XIV: CAREERS SERVICE 

 

Whatever your hopes or plans for your future after graduation, the Careers Service team are 

able to support you. The careers information centre has something for everyone. There is a 

wide range of occupational information and resources to help you explore different options. 

What’s involved in the job?  How do you get started?  What are employers looking for?  Maybe 

you’re considering working abroad, volunteering, further study or taking time out?  You can 

research all of these options there too. 

   

You don’t need to know what you want to do to use the Careers Service though!  They are there 

to support you in the process of figuring out your next steps.   

See www.ed.ac.uk/careers ‘Using the Careers Service’ for more. Craig Phillips is the link career 

adviser for our School.    

 

Looking for work? There is lots of advice and information about this, and how to make effective 

applications on the Careers Service website. MyCareerHub is their online employer and vacancy 

database, and advertises part-time, semester, vacation, internship and graduate vacancies, 

both in the UK and abroad. It also advertises volunteering opportunities, and holds a variety of 

employer information, so is an excellent resource and starting point.  

 

The Careers Service also offers sessions covering insights into a variety of sectors e.g. 

International Development, Media and Policy Work … to name but a few, plus talks on writing 

your CV and making applications for example. Find out more about what’s going on, plus details 

of employer presentations and Career Fairs on their website: www.ed.ac.uk/careers/talks-

events    

 

The Careers Service are based on the third floor of the Main Library Building on George Square.  

Why not call in and find out more?   
 

  

http://www.ed.ac.uk/careers
http://www.ed.ac.uk/careers/talks-events
http://www.ed.ac.uk/careers/talks-events
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XV:  EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION (EUSA) 

 

 
 

The Advice Place 

 

The Advice Place is the free advice and information centre for all students at the University of 

Edinburgh. The service is run by EUSA and offers independent and confidential advice. Our 

professional advisers are available throughout the year, including the summer vacation period. 

 

Get in touch with us if you have questions about anything and everything related to university 

life, from finance and funding to accommodation and tenancy rights.   

We also have specialist Academic Advisers, who can offer guidance on issues affecting your 

studies. 

 

How to contact us: 

 

Drop in to our main office in Potterrow (9:30-5 weekdays, except Wed 10:30-5 and Tues, during 

semester time, when we offer late night opening until 7:00pm), or at King’s Buildings House 

(11:00-2:00 weekdays, semester time only). 

 

Email us: advice@eusa.ed.ac.uk; academic.advice@eusa.ed.ac.uk  

Phone us: 0131 650 9225 /0800 206 2341 

Visit us online: www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/advice 

  

mailto:advice@eusa.ed.ac.uk
mailto:academic.advice@eusa.ed.ac.uk
http://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/advice
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Class Reps        

         

 

Class Reps are the link between students and staff at course and departmental level. They play 

a crucial role in ensuring the University listens to, and learns from, students’ academic 

experiences so that the quality of teaching can be continually monitored and improved. 

 

In the first or second week of teaching, your course organiser will ask for volunteers to take on 

the role of class rep, giving details of the number of class rep positions available, and the way in 

which you can put your name forward. 

 

Through various methods (such as face-to-face meetings, emails and staff-student liaison 

committees) Class Reps feed back to the teaching team any issues coming from their peers. 

Being a class rep should be a very rewarding experience for students, with plenty of scope to 

gain and develop a whole host of skills. 

 

Further information about the class rep system, including a role description and details of 

training and support offered to class reps, can be found here: 

http://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/representation/yourrepresentatives/classreps/ 

 

  

http://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/representation/yourrepresentatives/classreps/
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Democracy                

 

The University and the government make decisions which hugely impact on your life while you 

are a student, and it is important that you are represented so that those decisions are made in 

ways that benefit you.  

 

You are automatically a member of Edinburgh University Students’ Association (EUSA), and can 

vote – and stand - in the EUSA elections. EUSA campaigns to improve the student experience at 

the University of Edinburgh, to represent your views to the University and to make sure that the 

voice of University of Edinburgh students is heard by the University and the government. 

 

EUSA has three Councils which work to improve your University and make sure you are heard: 

 The Academic Council campaigns to improve feedback, ensure you get excellent 

teaching, resources and academic support. 

 The Welfare Council works to improve student welfare, campaigns for better support 

services and on student welfare issues such as mental health and exam stress. 

 The External Affairs Council campaigns on student fees, improving student-community 

relations and student transport and accommodation – things which may be external to the 

University but which have a huge impact on student life. 

 

Any student can get involved with EUSA.  Come along to any of the Councils and help with 

EUSA’s campaigns – or propose your own campaign!  You can find more information at 

www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/ 
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SHCA Student Research Room:  
 

All students doing degrees in Classics are able to use 

the resources available on the second floor 

mezzanine in the William Robertson Wing, Doorway 

4, Teviot Place.  This is a student-run space; if you 

wish to volunteer, please contact Caroline Stirling 

(Caroline.Stirling@ed.ac.uk) 
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XVI: TIMETABLE  

CLASSICS HONOURS COURSES 2017-2018   SEMESTER 1 

 9-10 10-11 11-12 12-1 1-2 2-3 3-4 4-5 5-6 

Mon Early Iron Age 
and Archaic 
Greek  History 

Early Iron Age and 
Archaic Greek  
History 

   Greek Lit of the of 
the Roman Empire 

Greek Lit of the of 
the Roman Empire 

Constantinople Constantinople 

Tues Approaching 
Alexander 

Socrates and Plato: 
Five Dialogues 

 Latin Language A/B  Early Roman Egypt Early Roman Egypt The Severans Amor & Roma 

Weds Approaching 
Alexander 

Socrates and Plato: 
Five Dialogues 

Archaeology of 
Roman Frontiers 

Archaeology of 
Roman Frontiers 

     

Thurs Ancient Lit from 
a Comparative 
Perspective 

Ancient Lit from a 
Comparative 
Perspective 

 Socrates and Plato  
(Greek) 

 The Greek World 
and Rome 

The Greek World 
and Rome 

The Severans Amor & Roma 

Fri Ideas of Slavery 
in Antiquity 

Ideas of Slavery in 
Antiquity 

Byzantine 
Archaeology 

Byzantine 
Archaeology 

 Cicero the 
Advocate 

Cicero the 
Advocate 

  

Greek Language A/B 

 
CLASSICS HONOURS COURSES 2017-2018   SEMESTER 2 

 9-10 10-11 11-12 12-1 1-2 2-3 3-4 4-5 5-6 

Mon Religion and 
war in 
Byzantium 

Religion and war in 
Byzantium 

Popular Culture 
in the Ancient 
World 

Roman Architecture  Tragedy  Roman repub. 
history thro’ 
inscribed objects  

 

The Latin Manuscript 

Tues  The Latin Manuscript Ancient 
Didactic Poetry 

Latin Language A/B  Greek Tragedy Greek Tragedy Custodians of 
Empire 

 

The Athenian 
Akropolis 

Roman Judaea Roman Judaea 

Weds Latin Epic The Legendary 
Afterlives of 
Alexander the Great 

Ancient 
Didactic Poetry 

The Athenian 
Akropolis 

     

Thurs  The Legendary 
Afterlives of 
Alexander the Great 

Popular Culture 
in the Ancient 
World 

Roman Architecture  Tragedy  Custodians of 
Empire 

 

Fri Latin Epic Greek Language A/B    The Emperor Nero The Emperor Nero Roman repub. 
history thro’ 
inscribed objects 

 
 

 

Beginners’ Language 
Courses 

Semester  1 Greek 1ha – Mon, Tu, Wed, Th 11-12 
Latin 1ha – Mon, Tu, Th, Fri 1-2 
Greek 2ha – Mon, Tu, Th, Fri 11-12 
Latin 2ha – Mon, Tu, Th, Fri 1-2 

Semester 2 Greek 1hb – Mon, Tu, Wed, Th 11-12 
Latin 1hb - Mon, Tu, Th, Fri 1-2 
Greek 2hb – Mon, Tu, Th, Fri 11-12 
Latin 2hb – Mon, Tu, Th, Fri 1-2 

 


