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I: INTRODUCTION  

This handbook contains important information about the Honours courses and 
degree programmes available within Classics in the academic session 2020-2021. It 
gives information and key links about courses, dissertations and assessment, as well 
as other more general matters relating to your course. You should read this 

Handbook carefully and keep it for reference throughout the year. 
 
 
Covid19 

 
The current pandemic has brought about exceptional circumstances to the day-to-
day life and running of the School. Access to the School building, its Student 
Resource Rooms, offices and classrooms will be largely restricted to accommodate 
social distancing. You will be kept updated about easing or tightening of safety 
measures adopted by the University. 
 
During these exceptional times the normal patterns for study have changed. The 
majority of teaching will take place online until the guidance from the Scottish 
Government and University changes.  
University-wide information can be consulted here: 
https://www.ed.ac.uk/news/covid-19 
 
Safe access to the William Robertson Wing:  
Please consult the handbook and further information via this link: 
https://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/news-events/news/physical-
distancing-measures-in-wrw 
 
 
Please also consult the ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ on the School’s website: 
https://www.edweb.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/news-events/news/info-for-
students-on-coronavirus-covid-19 
 

Contact Information 
 
Department of Classics, School of History, Classics and Archaeology, The 
University of Edinburgh, William Robertson Wing, Doorway 4, Teviot Place, 
Edinburgh, EH8 9AG 
 
School Reception for History, Classics and Archaeology is on the ground floor in 
Room G.06 - open Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm, during the teaching weeks, with 
reduced opening hours during vacations. NB Due to current restrictions due to social 
distancing access to the reception for the most part will not be possible. 
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The School Undergraduate Student Support Office is on the ground floor in 
Room G.08.  Opening hours are Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm. Due to current 
restrictions, you should contact the SSO by email in the first instance. 
 
 
Academic staff should be contacted by email or phone.  Details can be found on the 
School website at:  http://www.shc.ed.ac.uk/contact/list_all.php 
 
Student Intranet 

The School of History, Classics and Archaeology has developed an undergraduate 
student intranet to provide information, which is essential to your studies. It covers 
your current studies, guidance on submitting coursework, assessment regulations, 
essential forms, plagiarism, important news and events and more. It also has contact 
information for your Course Administrators, Student Support Officers and Student 
Reps.  
 
There are also sections for the School’s Student Support Office and academic 
guidance, library and computing services and the School’s student/staff liaison.  
 
You are strongly advised to keep checking the Intranet for information or guidance 
throughout the year. The Intranet is available at: 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-undergraduates  
 
 
If you require this document or any of the internal University of 

Edinburgh online resources mentioned in this document in an 

alternative format please email Sara.Dennison@ed.ac.uk or 

Tel. (0131) 650 2501. 
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II: DEGREE PROGRAMMES  
 
The basic principle which underlies all degree programmes is that all students 

must take courses to a total value of 120 credit points in their third year and 

further courses to a total value of 120 credit points in their fourth year; in most 

degree programmes, the fourth year courses must include a 40-point 

dissertation.  
 
A: Degrees taught entirely within Classics 
 
Since each Classics honours course amounts to 20 points, this means that students 
must complete six honours courses in their third year and four honours courses and 
a dissertation in their fourth year.  
 
The links to DRPS outlining the formats for the third and fourth years of all degree 
programmes within Classics are given below, indicating how the different degree 
programmes are put together by using various combinations of courses from each 
group within the Classics subject area (as listed in Section III of this Handbook). All of 
these degree programmes will have eleven units of assessment, one for each of the 
ten courses chosen and one for the dissertation.   
 
 
 
Ancient History 

 
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/20-21/dpt/utanhis.htm  

  
NB: At least 6 courses over the two years must be chosen from the Ancient History 
group. 

 
 

Ancient History and Classical Archaeology 
  
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/20-21/dpt/utanhca.htm      
 
 
Ancient History and Greek 

 
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/20-21/dpt/utanhgk.htm 
 
If abroad in year 3, then either Greek Language (B) or Latin Language (B) must 
usually be taken. 
 
Ancient History and Latin 
 
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/20-21/dpt/utanhlt.htm 
 
If abroad in year 3, then either Greek Language (B) or Latin Language (B) must 
usually be taken. 
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Classical Archaeology and Greek  
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/20-21/dpt/utclarg.htm 
 
If abroad in year 3, then either Greek Language (B) or Latin Language (B) must 
usually be taken. 
 
Classical Archaeology and Latin  
 
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/20-21/dpt/utclarl.htm 
 
If abroad in year 3, then either Greek Language (B) or Latin Language (B) must 
usually be taken. 
 
 
Classical Studies 
 
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/20-21/dpt/utclsst.htm 
     
 
Classics 
 
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/20-21/dpt/utclscs.htm 
   
If abroad in year 3, then Greek Language (B) and Latin Language (B) must usually 
be taken. 
 
 
Greek Studies 
 
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/20-21/dpt/utgreek.htm 
    
If abroad in year 3, then Greek Language (B) must usually be taken. 
 
 
Latin Studies 
 
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/20-21/dpt/utlatin.htm 
 
 
If abroad in year 3, then Latin Language (B) must usually be taken. 
 
 
    
B: Joint degrees with other departments (‘Combined Honours’) 
 

1.  The following joint degrees with other subjects are offered: 
  

English or Scottish Literature and Classics 
History and Classics 
Modern European Languages and Classics  
(in these degrees the Classics element may be either Greek or Latin or a 
combination of Ancient History, Classical Art and Classical Archaeology, and 
Classical Literature in Translation) 
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Classics and Linguistics 
 Classics and English Language 

Philosophy and Greek 
 

(in which the Classics element is Greek) 
 

 
Ancient and Medieval History   

 
Ancient Mediterranean Civilisations 
Classical and Middle East Studies 
Archaeology and Ancient History 

 
 
2. All Combined Honours degrees share a common pattern, with the exception of 

those which combine Classics with Modern European Languages. For all other 
degrees, the pattern for the two Honours years is as follows: 

 
3rd year: courses totalling 120 points must be taken; 

 
of these 120 points, 40 must come from Classics, 40 from the other subject area, 
and 40 from either subject area, at the student’s choice; 

   
4th year: courses totalling 120 points must be taken; 

 
of these 120 points, 40 must come from Classics and 40 from the other subject 
area; students must also write a dissertation, which will account for the remaining 
40 points;  

 
the dissertation may discuss a topic which arises from either subject area or 
which bridges the two. 

 
3. In the Combined Honours degree in Modern European Languages and Classics, 

students spend their 3rd year abroad, in a country appropriate to their chosen 
modern European language. They normally attend a university in that country 
and take classical courses of suitable content and level, worth 40 credits  
(= 20 ECTS credits).  

A further 20 credits relate to preparation for the dissertation, which may be either 
in Classics or in the modern European language. If the dissertation is in Classics, 
the student must during the third year make progress in defining and 
investigating a suitable topic and in compiling a bibliography.  

The completion of the dissertation in 4th year counts for a further 20 credits.  The 
dissertation is assessed as a whole at the end of that year; overall it counts as 
two units of assessment (= 20 credits preparation + 20 credits completion). In 
addition, Classics options worth 60 credits are taken (for those choosing a Latin 
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or Greek pathway Latin Language (B) or Greek Language (B) is usually 
compulsory). 

[For the modern European language requirements in years 3 & 4 see the 
information in the DELC handbook and the DRPS entry for the degree.] 
 
 

4. In the Ancient Mediterranean Civilisations degree, in 3rd year you must take a 
total of 120 credits. Of these 120 credits, 60 credits must come from Classics 
(Ancient History or Classical Archaeology courses) and 60 credits must come 
from Archaeology. In 4th year you must take a total of 120 credits. Of these 120 
credits, 40 credits must come from Classics (Ancient History or Classical 
Archaeology courses), 40 credits must come from Archaeology and 40 credits 
from a dissertation in either Classics or Archaeology. 
 
 

 
 



 9 

SECTION III:    CLASSICS HONOURS COURSES and their DESCRIPTIONS 
 

Students taking Classics courses in the third and fourth years of any degree programme have a fairly 
wide menu from which to choose. A prospectus of the courses which will be offered in 2020-2021 is 
given on the following pages, each identified with one or more of the groupings Ancient History, 
Classical Art and Archaeology, Classical Literature in Translation, Greek, and Latin. There are also 
beginners’ courses in the languages which are available to Honours students who have not already 
taken the relevant language at sub-Honours level, and intermediate courses for those who have only 
taken beginners’ courses at sub-Honours. 
 
There are also courses listed below that are taught by other subject areas but nonetheless count as 
Classics courses for this exercise. Please check that you have the prerequisites for the courses you 
apply for: if you choose to take any courses offered by other subject areas it is your responsibility to 
ensure that there is no timetable clash; similarly if you are taking a joint degree. 
 
All of these courses are graded as ‘level 10’ courses, and with the exception of the Classics 
Dissertation, worth 40 credits, they are all worth 20 credit points. Most courses (exceptions indicated 
below) last for one semester. The ways in which these courses may be combined to make up the 
different degree programmes is set out in Section II of this Handbook. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PLEASE NOTE: 
 

• Course descriptions can be found below.  All other information relating to these 
courses, including assessment, can be found in the official course information 
available in the Degree Programme Tables (via MyEd/PATH).  
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After Alexander

Summary: Alexander’s conquest of the Persian Empire was an extraordinary achievement, bringing under
Macedonian control territory as far east as Afghanistan, but what happened next? This course focuses on the
world Alexander created but did not live to see; historians call it the 'Hellenistic World’.

Course description: A series of wars between Alexander's generals divided Alexander's empire into three
powerful kingdoms, based in Macedon, Syria, and Egypt. The former subjects of Persia now found themselves
ruled by Greco-Macedonian kings. But it was not simply a change of ruler. Greeks arrived in their thousands to
inhabit these newly-acquired territories, living in the new Greek cities founded by Alexander and his successors,
centres of Greek culture in an alien land.
In exploring the Hellenistic World we will be concentrating especially on the years from the death of Alexander
down to the end of the third century and ranging over the whole eastern Mediterranean. The course would be
expected to cover some or all of the following themes: 1. Alexander and his legacy; 2.The Successors; 3. The
Ptolemies and Egypt; 4. The Seleucids and Asia; 5. Macedon and Greece; 6. Kings and ruler cult; 7. Cities (esp.
Alexandria); 8. Celtic invasions; 9. Ethnicity; 10. Women and Families; 11. Literature and Patronage; 12. Art and
Power; 13. Philosophical Schools. The course is informed by the course organiser's own research on the
Hellenistic world and fits well with 'The Greek World and Rome’.

Semester 2

Course code: ANHI10056

Course organiser: Prof. 
Andrew Erskine

Subject Groups: Ancient 
History

Pre-requisites:

It is RECOMMENDED that 
students have passed ‘Ancient 
History 2a: Past and Present in 
the Ancient World’ 
(ANHI08014) AND ‘Ancient 
History 2b: Themes and 
Theories in Ancient History’ 
(ANHI08013).

Ancient Superpowers: The Armies and Military Monuments of Rome 

and Persia

Summary: This course aims to familiarise students with the armies and military infrastructure of the Roman and Persian

Empires from the 1st century BC to the 7th century AD. Recent discoveries of a remarkably sophisticated military apparatus

on an astonishing scale in the late antique Persian World, in comparison with the much widely known military monuments of

Rome, will provide participants with a better understanding of ancient geopolitics and the use of hard power in antiquity.

Course description: This course will explore the military forces and infrastructure of some of the ancient world's largest, most

powerful and long-lived empires, those of Rome and Persia. It will cover the period from the 1st century BC to the 7th

century AD.

The Roman Empire was the dominant power in the Mediterranean and controlled up to the 5th century the majority of

Europe's population, as well as Asia Minor, Syria, Egypt and Northern Africa. Split from the late 4th century into Western

and Eastern Roman successor states, its surviving eastern half remained a dominant player on the world stage up to the

first half of the 7th century.

As far as Persia is concerned, the course will focus on Late Antiquity, as there is much more concrete evidence for

Sasanian than for Parthian military installations. Centred on modern Iran, the Sasanian Empire (3rd-7th centuries) stretched

to Mesopotamia in the west, to the western parts of the Indian Subcontinent in the east and into the Arabian Peninsula and

Central Asia in the south and north. Until a few years ago, little had been known about its military infrastructure. Recent

research has revealed frontier walls and defended compounds of greater dimensions than those found in the late Roman

world. It now appears that the Sasanian Empire had an army, which in terms of the scale and sophistication of its military

architecture, its capabilities, achievements and, probably, its numerical strength, matched or more than matched those of

the most powerful states in antiquity.

The course will present the evidence for the organisation of the Roman and Sasanian armies, the monuments they have left

behind, and for their deployment in war. It will explore the question how they were able to expand or maintain such vast

territorial empires over centuries. In contrast to the Eurocentric perspective of most courses on ancient warfare, this course

will seek to demonstrate how the bipolar world of Late Antiquity was shaped by competing superpowers.

Semester 2

Course code: ANHI10055

Course organiser: Prof. 

Eberhard Sauer

Subjects Groups: Ancient 

History; Classical Art/Classical 

Archaeology

Pre-requisites:

Students MUST have passed 

‘The Roman World 1B: The 

Roman Empire’ (CLGE08004) 

OR ‘Ancient History 2a: Past 

and Present in the Ancient 

World’ (ANHI08014) OR 

‘Roman Art and Archaeology’ 

(CACA08011).
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Custodians of Empire: The Praetorian Guard

Summary: This course will examine the praetorian guard from its establishment to its demise in AD 312,
considering aspects as diverse as the physical make-up of the unit and the political influence that it had in
Rome.

Course description: The praetorian guard was an elite Roman military force, in existence for over three hundred
years. Adapted from a republican institution by Augustus, it was in essence the personal army of the emperor,
and, within a very short time, was also responsible for specialised military tasks and for various administrative
duties in Rome. Topics to be considered include the background to the praetorians; their role as bodyguard;
their use in civic duties in the capital (e.g. policing the games); and finally the more nefarious duties to which
they were assigned on behalf of the emperor (e.g. spying and executions).

Semester 1

Course code: ANHI10034

Course organiser: Dr Sandra 
Bingham

Subject Groups: Ancient 
History

Pre-requisite:

Students MUST have passed 
‘Ancient History 2a: Past and 
Present in the Ancient World’ 
(ANHI08014).

Empresses and Others: Women of Imperial Rome

Summary: This course explores the ideology and reality of women associated with the Roman emperors from the
Late Republic to Late Antiquity, with special emphasis on the Julio-Claudians.

Course description: The course will explore the sources for the study of Roman women and will evaluate the
depiction of Imperial women in art and literature as well as investigate the reality of their lives. Focus will be
given to the gendered construction of Roman women in contrast to the lives they led in reality. Students will
become aware of the historiography of the study of Roman women over the last 100 years and the development
of women's history as an academic discipline. Topics will include succession issues; ideas of power; religion
and morality; domestic life (court); literary constructions; artistic image.

Semester 2

Course code: ANHI10052

Course organiser: Dr Sandra 
Bingham

Subject Groups: Ancient 
History; Classical Literature in 
Translation

Pre-requisite:

It is RECOMMENDED that 
students have passed ‘Ancient 
History 2a: Past and Present in 
the Ancient World’ 
(ANHI08014).
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Pre-requisite:

The course is available to all 
students who have progressed 
to Honours.

Mysteria: The Secret Cults of Antiquity

Summary: Did the initiates of the cult of the Great Mother really bathe in blood? And how could we possibly know,
given that the ancient mysteries were supposed to be kept secret? This course offers an in0depth look into
Greek and Roman cults based on initiation and secrecy.

Course description: Many cults of Greek and Roman antiquity, including some of the most prominent ones, were
based on personal initiation. Often this would entail an obligation to keep the cult's core ideas and rituals secret;
in some cases, passing them on to non-initiates was punishable by death. For modern scholars, this veil of
secrecy creates obvious problems: while many ancient authors offered their own speculations on what was
going on in these cults, it is often unclear how they (and hence: we) could possibly know. For some prominent
cults, we encounter wild ideas and baseless polemics, whereas for others, we hardly get any information at all.
This course offers an in-depth look into what can legitimately be said about ancient mystery cults. Combining
literary, archaeological and epigraphical evidence ranging from Classical Athens to Roman East Lothian,
students embark on a mission to reconstruct an important aspect of ancient religious life. They learn how to
apply (and question) theoretical models of religion, and how to use various forms of evidence to imagine the
religious experience of ancient individuals.

Semester 2

Course code: ANHI10095

Course organiser: Dr Benedikt 
Eckhardt

Subject Groups: Ancient 
History

Running the Roman Empire

Summary: It is one of the oldest questions in the study of ancient history: How could the Romans run an empire
that encompassed all of modern Europe and much of the modern Near East, with the institutional apparatus of a
city-state? The course will approach the question from different perspectives. Its focus will be on the interplay
between administrative and ideological aspects.

Course description: It is one of the oldest questions in the study of ancient history: How could the Romans run an
empire that encompassed all of modern Europe and much of the modern Near East, with the institutional
apparatus of a city-state? The course will approach the question from different perspectives. Its focus will be on
the interplay between administrative and ideological aspects in the time between Augustus and the reforms of
Diocletian (27 BCE - 284 CE). We will discuss the institutions that made Roman rule possible, approaching each
of them from the perspective of a) the central government that invented them, and b) the provincials that filled
them with meaning.

Semester 1

Course code: ANHI10096

Course organiser: Dr 
Kimberley Czajkowski

Subject Group: Ancient History
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Sparta and Crete: Classical Greek Society Beyond Athens

Summary: The course is an introduction to the histories of ancient Sparta and Crete. Through examining evidence
from Sparta and Crete during the classical period, this course aims to go beyond an Athenocentric view of
'Greek society.

Course description: In this course, students will encounter the complex and contradictory evidence for the fabric
and character of classical Spartan society and the nature of her institutions through a close study of texts in
translation. Lectures will focus upon political, social and economic institutions as well as ideologies of warfare
and community, the role of women, and sexuality. Other topics include the character of slavery in Sparta
(helotage), how it compares in legal terms to slavery at Athens, and its function in Sparta's political economy.
Crete presents very different material for study. Though the lectures shall present the evidence of Aristotle,
Ephorus and other non-Cretan writers who comment on Cretan society, the main focus will be on epigraphy and
in particular the 'Great Code' of Gortyn (IC IV 72), supplemented by a selection of other Gortynian inscriptions in
translation. Beyond an in-depth study of Gortynian laws on the household, family, and slavery, students will
compare the example of Gortyn to the generalisations found in the literary sources which present Crete as
undifferentiated (though it contained over 60 different city states, most of them independent of one another) in
order to gauge the degree to which Cretan city states displayed common institutions and practices.

Semester 1

Course code: ANHI10061

Course organiser: Dr David 
Lewis

Subject Groups: Ancient 
History

Pre-requisites:

It is RECOMMENDED that 
students have passed ‘Ancient 
History 2a: past and Present in 
the Ancient World’ 
(ANHI08014) OR ‘Ancient 
History 2b: Themes and 
Theories in Ancient History’ 
(ANHI08013).

The Jewish Diaspora under the Roman Empire

Summary: This course will provide an introduction to the sources and history of the Jewish diaspora under the
Roman empire up to c. 450 C.E..

Course description: Roman imperial rulers had to deal with the very different backgrounds of their various
subjects, and provincials in turn adapted or resisted the coming of Rome in a variety of ways. The situation of
Jews outside of their Judaean homeland is a particularly fascinating case in point within this broader picture.
Jewish communities were spread very widely across the empire, meaning that many Jews lived side by side
with their pagan and later their Christian neighbours. What was the extent and nature of the impact of this on
their identity? This course will provide an introduction to the sources and history of the Jewish diaspora under
Rome up to c. 450 C.E., covering both the eastern and western empire, as well as the community in Rome itself.
The material is rich and varied, including pagan, Jewish and Christian literature, inscriptions, papyri and of
course the archaeological material. Students will consider the position and lives of Jews as a case study for the
impact of empire on subject communities, but will also evaluate the extent to which we can indeed use this
particular case as a representative example.

Semester 2

Course code: ANHI10084

Course organiser: Dr 
Kimberley Czajkowski

Subject Group: Ancient History

Pre-requisites:

Students MUST have passed 
‘Ancient History 2a: Past and 
Present in the Ancient World’ 
(ANHI08014) AND ‘The 
Roman World 1B: The Roman 
Empire’ (CLGE08004).
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The World of St Augustine

Summary: The life and works of St. Augustine of Hippo (AD 354-430) continue to fascinate those interested in
history as well as theology. This course uses the life and writings of Augustine amongst other historical sources
as a way into the study of a fascinating period of transformation and conflict. In this way this course offers an
insight into the history of Late Antiquity with particular focus on social, cultural and religious aspects.

Course description: Through a combination of lectures and seminars students cover key themes and issues with
particular focus on close reading/examination of the sources from the period. Augustine's own works form a key
focus, including most obviously the Confessions and (extracts from) the City of God. The letters, sermons and
treatises of Augustine help illuminate such key issues as pagan/Christian conflict, the Donatist Schism and
contemporary reaction to the Sack of Rome in 410. Further subjects covered include the ethnic, political and
social divisions in North Africa, issues of religious conversion and religious coercion, barbarian invasion and
cultural transformation. Augustine himself provides an obvious focus while the setting of his birth and most of his
activities, Roman North Africa, is an area uniquely rich in varied source material. Alongside the writings of
Augustine and his near contemporaries the course makes use of the rich archaeological record from North
Africa. In this way this course provides an advanced level look at both a key period of ancient history and an
important geographical area that students may not have had an opportunity to study before.

Semester 2

Course code: ANHI10013

Course organiser: Dr Lucy Grig

Subject Groups: Ancient 
History; Classical Literature in 
Translation

Pre-requisites:

Students MUST have passed: 
The Transformation of the 
Roman World, ca. 300-800: 
Towards Byzantium and the 
Early Medieval West 
(ANHI08015) OR Ancient 
History 2a: Past and Present in 
the Ancient World 
(ANHI08014) OR Ancient 
History 2b: Themes and 
Theories in Ancient History 
(ANHI08013)

Ancient Pasts, Modern Politics

Summary: Why would Habib Bourguiba, the first President of an independent Tunisia, build the presidential palace
on the site of the city of Carthage? What motivated the Italian fascist Benito Mussolini to reconstruct the Ara
Pacis, an imperial Roman altar of peace? This course explores how the history and archaeology of the ancient
Mediterranean world continues to play a central role in the modern politics of Europe and the Middle East.

Course description: Less than five years after Tunisia achieved independence from France, construction began
on the site of a new presidential palace. The country's first president, Habib Bourguiba, chose a location within
the site of ancient Carthage for this new residential complex. Far from being forgotten, the history of the antique
city was essential to the ambitions of a modern Tunisia. This is but a single example of how individual leaders
and state-level actors have relied on the ancient Mediterranean throughout the 20th and 21st centuries to
support their own fluctuating agendas. Why did the past continue to hold such sway over contemporary political
concerns? Interrogating which periods are invoked - and who controls access to these narratives - sheds light
on how these ancient pasts continue to shape modern politics.
This course explores how the history and archaeology of the ancient world has played a central role in the
creation of national identities and the justification of imperial agendas in Europe, the Middle East, and beyond.
Weekly topics range from the antiquarianism of the Grand Tour, to the appropriation of Greek and Roman
materials by the fascist states of the mid-20th century, to the ongoing battles over heritage and history in the
Middle East and North Africa after the Arab Spring. Seminar discussions and assessment strategies focus on
developing skills in both academic and non-academic communication. Overall, the course provides students
with an overview of the intersections between the ancient Mediterranean and modern nationalism and a
conceptual framework to apply their knowledge of the past to the concerns of the contemporary present.

Semester 2

Course code: CACA10047

Course organiser: Dr Andrew 
Dufton

Subject Groups: Ancient History; 
Classical Art/Classical 
Archaeology

Pre-requisites:

It is RECOMMENDED that 
students have passed ‘Greek 
Art and Archaeology’ 
(CACA08012) OR ‘Roman Art 
and Archaeology’ 
(CACA08011) OR ‘Ancient 
History 2a: Past and Present in 
the Ancient World’ 
(ANHI08014) OR ‘Ancient 
History 2b: Themes and 
Theories in Ancient History’ 
(ANHI08013).
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Pre-requisites:

A PASS or PASSES in 40 credits of first 
level courses (History, Classics or 
Archaeology) or equivalent and a 
PASS o repasses in 40 credits of 
second level courses (History, 
Classics or Archaeology) or 
equivalent.

Constantinople: The History of a Medieval Megalopolis from 
Constantine the Great to Süleyman the Magnificent
Summary: Constantinople, easily the largest and most splendid city of medieval Christendom down to the early thirteenth century, was

adorned by the majestic dome of its famous cathedral church of Hagia Sophia - a landmark for all to behold -, its unique collection of
ancient statuary, and the world's choicest collection of relics. The course traces the four life cycles of this medieval megalopolis, from
Constantine and Justinian's late antique city via its middle (c.750-1204) and late Byzantine (1261-1453) incarnations to the Ottoman
conquest in 1453 plus subsequent transformation into an Islamic capital. Participants will become familiar with both textual and material
sources on Constantinople's history; all written sources will be provided in English translation.

Course description: Ancient Byzantium - renamed Constantinople by its founder, Emperor Constantine I, called Konstantiniye by its
Ottoman conquerors and nowadays known as Istanbul (from Greek eis ten polin, 'into the city') - proved one of history's more important
stages. Variously hailed as the 'New Rome', 'New Jerusalem', or 'Queen of Cities' and strategically situated on the Bosphorus, it became
the 'bridge' from Asia to Europe; at the same time it guarded the passage from the Black Sea to the Sea of Marmara and on to the
Mediterranean (and vice-versa). More than once the Byzantine empire's survival depended on the city's strong walls, erected by Emperor
Theodosios in the early fifth century. Ultimately conquered twice, in 1204 when the city was looted by the Venetians and knights of the
Fourth Crusade and in 1453 by Mehmed II 'the Conqueror', Constantine's city remained a major urban centre to the present day.
The course introduces participants to various aspects of life in the Byzantine capital and, in doing so, to a variety of approaches to
(medieval) urban history. We shall examine the city's topography, demography, and imperial programmes of creating a residence and
capital of unrivalled splendour: both in terms of ideology (seven hills for the New Rome, legends of apostolic foundation) and of physical,
material embellishment. The course traces the origins and growth of the city's collection of relics (of at least 476 saints) and of urban
liturgies and processions; Constantinople's political role as the centre of a - in medieval terms - highly centralised polity, the Eastern
Roman/Byzantine empire; and its cultural life as a centre of manuscript production and learning. It looks at practical issues such as
provisioning a medieval megalopolis ('mega-city') with water, grain, vegetables, and meat. We shall explore hygiene (bathing) and health-
care in the wake of sporadic outbreaks of the bubonic plague, from the sixth through the eighth centuries, as well as the damages done
by severe earthquakes and harsh winters. The final session explores political, cultural, and ideological continuities and changes from the
Byzantines to the city's new Ottoman lords.
Methodologically, we shall address the challenge of reconstructing medieval Constantinople from highly rhetoricised source texts on the
one hand and rather few accessible archaeological remains on the other. Medieval texts describing the city and its monuments were
written by Byzantine literati in an elaborate register of classicising Greek and follow their own rhetorical rules, and often refuse to offer us
straightforward information; and given the city's continuous settlement history that precludes large-scale excavations, archaeological data
are comparatively sparse.

Semester 1

Course code: CHCA10005

Course organiser: Prof. Jim 
Crow

Subject Groups: Ancient 
History; Classical Art/ Classical 
Archaeology

Death and Burial in the Greek World

Summary: This course offers a holistic exploration of Greek burial customs covering a wide range of case studies
(e.g. Argos, Athens, Corinth, Miletos, Vergina) during the Geometric to the early Hellenistic periods. It will
familiarise students with the archaeological evidence (contexts incl. grave goods, images, topography) and offer
insights into theoretical and methodological approaches and current academic debates.

Course description: This course is designed to familiarise students with a variety of preserved burial contexts as
well as the associated material culture (e.g. images, monuments and artefacts). We will examine a
representative range of the considerable corpus of archaeological evidence for Greek burial customs from the
Geometric to Early Hellenistic periods.
The course will cover not only the way in which humans buried humans but also what this can tell us about the
Greek society during different historical periods and in different parts of the Greek World. Students will gain a
deeper insight into the variety of grave types, rituals and associated objects and will be encouraged to use this
knowledge to discuss theoretical and methodological approaches on how to interpret them. In-class discussion
and in-class presentation will further enhance students' ability to evaluate and communicate diverging opinions
of academic debates, as well as to develop their own viewpoints.

Semester 1 

Course code: CACA10048

Course organiser: Dr Anja 
Slawisch

Subject Groups: Classical 
Art/Classical Archaeology

Pre-requisites:

Students MUST have passed 
‘The Greek World 1A: Greece 
in the Making’ (CLGE08001) 
AND ‘The Greek World 1B: 
Greece’s New Horizons’ 
(CLGE08002) AND ‘Greek Art 
and Archaeology’ 
(CACA08012).
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Early and Archaic Greek Art and Archaeology

Summary: This course offers an exploration of Greek art and architecture and society from its beginnings in the
Bronze Age through the Dark Ages, and the Geometric and Archaic periods (c. 3000-480 B.C.).

Course description: An exploration of Greek art and architecture and society from its beginnings in the Bronze
Age through the Dark Ages, and the Geometric and Archaic periods (c. 3000-480 B.C.). Emphasis will be on
political, historical, religious, and social context. Areas of special interest may include: Greek interactions with
the Near East, the development of the polis, large-scale sanctuaries and architecture; the function and
deployment of myth in vase painting and sculpture; new forms of government; class structure.

Semester 2 

Course code: CACA10018

Course organiser: Prof Judy 
Barringer

Subject Groups: Classical 
Art/Classical Archaeology

Pre-requisites:

Students MUST have passed 
‘The Greek World 1A: Greece 
in the Making’ (CLGE08001) 
AND ‘Greek Art and 
Archaeology’ (CACA08012).

The Near East from Justinian to the Fall of the Umayyads

Summary: Plague, warfare, and religious and cultural transformation. The roughly two hundred years from the
reign of Justinian to the fall of the Umayyads could be summed up in this short sentence. It was not only a
period of radical change with far-reaching historical consequences, but also of great innovations in art and
architecture that has left us with some of the best-known monuments of the Near East.

Course description: This thematic course explores the Near East from the first half of the sixth century to the
middle of the eighth century. We will examine the effects of socio-political and religious change through
archaeological studies of life in urban and rural environments, technological advances, economy, infrastructure
and warfare. The course will explore the sixth-century building boom in the countryside (villages and
monasteries) and the return of the rural villa in the seventh and eighth centuries (the Umayyad qusur). We will
explore the material culture of warfare through the extensive Sasanian/Byzantine and Byzantine/Islamic frontier
zones. The course will highlight the most iconic monuments of the early Islamic period (such as the Dome of the
Rock and the Great Mosque of Damascus) and examine them within their Late Antique contexts, while also
exploring artistic innovations and new ideas such as iconoclasm and the emergence of architectural calligraphy
as an art form. We will finish with an overview of developments after the fall of the Umayyad Caliphate, when the
power base in the Near East moved from Damascus to Baghdad and the surviving Umayyad elites fled to Spain.

Semester 1

Course code: CACA10046

Course organiser: Dr Louise 
Blanke

Subject Group: Ancient History; 
Classical Art/Classical 
Archaeology

Pre-requisite:

It is RECOMMENDED that 
students have passed ‘The 
Transformation of the Roman 
World, ca. 300-800: Towards 
Byzantium and the Early 
Medieval West’ (ANHI08015).
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Early Greek Philosophy in Translation

Summary: This course offers a survey of early Greek philosophy in translation.

Course description: A survey of early Greek philosophy, starting from the Homeric and Hesiodic background,
down to the early Atomists, including an introduction to early Greek cosmological speculation and the early
history of the problem of knowledge. We will also consider the relation between philosophical content and
literary form. All readings will be in translation.

Semester 2

Course code: CLTR10008

Course organiser: Dr Simon 
Trépanier

Subject Group: Classical 
Literature in Translation

Prohibited combination:

Students MUST NOT also be 
taking ‘’Early Greek 
Philosophy ‘GREE10014)

Pre-requisites:

Students must have gained 
admission to a Classics or 
Philosophy Honours degree 
programme.

Poetry and Culture from Antiquity to the Middle Ages

Summary: The literature of late antiquity reveals a culture in transition. This course studies a series of texts from
late antiquity within their various historical contexts.

Course description: What were the reasons for writing literature in late antiquity? Which Latin authors were
influential? And what can we say about literary culture in the late-Roman and post-Roman societies? This
course offers a comparative and broad view of cultural change from the high Roman Empire to the early Middle
Ages. We will view the appearance of new genres and new literary traditions against the background of
Antiquity. Students will develop an understanding of the long history of Latin literature, and they will learn to
describe individual texts within the contexts of a changing world.e-requisites:

Semester 1

Course code: CLTR10024

Course organiser: Dr Aaron 
Peltarri

Subject Group: Classical 
Literature in Translation

Pre-requisite:

It is RECOMMENDED that 
students have passed 
‘Classical Literature 2: Greek 
and Roman Epic’ 
(CLTR08008),.
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Roman Satire

Summary: Satire is an entertaining, provocative, and powerful literary genre that the Romans claimed as their own
invention. This course will focus (in translation) on the satirists of the late Republic and early Empire, including
Lucilius, Horace, Persius, Seneca the Younger, and Juvenal; modern descendants will also feature. Alongside
questions of genre and literary technique, attention will be given to historical and sociopolitical contexts: satiric
themes include society, morality, class, politics, authority, freedom of speech, patronage, literature, food, sex,
and obscenity.

Course description: The satiric authors studied in this course will typically include Horace, Persius, Seneca and
Juvenal. The teaching programme is broadly divided into two phases: the first will introduce the satirists in
chronological order, examining in each case what and when they wrote, and looking at what the satirists
themselves say about their genre; the second part of the course will focus on a number of themes common to
each of the satirists. Within this structure, lectures and workshops will aim to understand satire as a genre and
to practise certain critical methodologies of use in its study, with close analysis of selected texts and tutorial-
style discussion of wider themes and contexts.

Pre-requisites:

Semester 1

Course code: CLTR10020

Course organiser: Dr Donncha 
O’Rourke

Subject Group: Classical 
Literature in Translation

Pre-requisite:

A pass in ‘Classical Literature 
2: Greek and Roman Epic’ 
(CLTR08008), or equivalent 
experience at the discretion 
of the course organiser.

Troy after the Fall

Summary: This course explores the way that the myth of the Trojan war was constantly reinvented and adapted to
suit changing times from Homer through Athenian drama to imperial Rome. It thus examines the relationship
between myth and history.

Course description: The Trojan War was the subject of the greatest of Greek poems, Homer's Iliad, but it was
also a myth that was constantly reinvented to suit changing times and needs. This course explores its
transformations in literature, art and local traditions, asking what Troy meant for the Greeks. The story of Troy,
however, was not only a Greek story; with Vergil's Aeneid it underpinned one of the key texts of Latin literature.
This course will also look at the Trojan myth in this Roman context, where it came to be incorporated into the
public image of the powerful Iulian family. The course will use a range of sources, not only literary sources such
as Homer, Vergil and Athenian drama but also artistic, numismatic and epigraphic material. Some of the literary
sources will be familiar but approached in fresh ways, others such as Lycophron are likely to be encountered for
the first time. Topics to be covered include: Homer; Athens and the Persian Wars; Alexander; kinship diplomacy;
Troy in the West; Augustus; Ilion; Schliemann and the rediscovery of Troy.

Semester 1

Course code: CLTR10009

Course organiser: Prof. 
Andrew Erskine

Subject Groups: Ancient 
History; Classica lLliterature in 
Translation

Pre-requisites:

Students MUST have passed 
‘Classical Literature 2: Greek 
and Roman Epic’ 
(CLTR08008), AND EITHER 
‘Ancient History 2a: past and 
Present in the Ancient World’ 
(ANHI08014) OR ‘Ancient 
History 2b: Themes and 
Theories in Ancient History’ 
(ANHI08013).
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Early Greek Philosophy

Summary: This course offers a survey of early Greek philosophy through readings in Greek and in translation.

Course description: A survey of Early Greek Philosophy, starting from the Homeric and Hesiodic background,
down to the early Atomists, including an introduction to early Greek cosmological speculation and the early
history of the problem of knowledge. We will also consider the relation between philosophical content and
literary form. Readings will be in Greek with additional material in translation.

Semester 2

Course code: GREE10014

Course organiser: Dr Simon 
Trépanier

Subject Group: Greek

Pre-requisites:

Students MUST have passed 
‘Greek 2A’ (GREE08007) OR 
‘Greek 2a Ex-Beginners’ 
(GREE08009), AND ‘’Greek 
2B’ (REE08008).

Prohibited combination:

Students MUST NOT also be 
taking ‘’Early Greek 
Philosophy in Translation’ 
(CLTR 10008).

Greek Literature of the Roman Empire

Summary: This course examines two central and representative Greek prose texts of the early Imperial period,
both broadly part of the novel genre in Greek. Both texts are read closely in Greek, with attention duly paid to
generic and literary affiliations and conventions.

Course description: This course will examine Greek literature of the period commonly termed the Second
Sophistic. Two prose texts will be read in depth: Longus' pastoral novel 'Daphnis and Chloe', which describes
two young rustics and their quest to consummate their love, and Lucian's satirical 'The True Histories', one of
the first works of science fiction. The course will set these texts within the cultural and literary phenomena which
characterise the early Imperial period, and will discuss them according to the characteristics of their respective
genres, with particular attention paid to the rhetorical and philosophical aspects of the texts and their allusive
play with literary predecessors, and close attention given to narrative structure and prose style and diction.

Semester 1

Course code: GREE10029

Course organiser: Dr Calum 
MacIver

Subject Groups: Greek

Pre-requisites:

Students MUST have passed 
EITHER ‘Greek 2A’ 
(GREE08007) OR ‘Greek 2a 
Ex-Beginners’ (GREE08009), 
AND ‘Greek 2B’ 
(GREE08008).
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Greek Tragedy

Summary: This course will look at two fifth century Attic tragedies. The texts will be studied and analysed in detail
and interpreted in their literary and historical contexts.

Course description: A comparative study of two fifth-century Attic tragedies. At least one of the two plays will be
studied in detail, paying particular attention to issues of text, language, translation, and interpretation. The other
play may be approached more generally for comparison, contrast, and background. Both plays will be
considered in their fifth-century literary, cultural, intellectual, and historical contexts.

Semester 2

Course code: GREE10001

Course organiser: Dr Calum 
MacIver

Subject Groups: Greek

Pre-requisites:

Students MUST have passed 
EITHER ‘Greek 2A’ 
(GREE08007) OR ‘Greek 2a 
Ex-Beginners’ (GREE08009), 
AND ‘Greek 2B’ 
(GREE08008).

Herodotus

Summary: The course will look at the most important aspects of Herodotus' work in their literary and historical
contexts as well as in the context of the Greek intellectual history of the 5th century BC.

Course description: The course will analyse in detail a selection of passages of Herodotus, which will be read in
Greek and discussed for their historical, historiographical, cultural, intellectual, theological, and literary
significance. The selection may differ from year to year, but may include either excerpts from the whole of the
Histories or from one or two set books. Likely themes to be treated may include:

- ethnicity and the 'invention of the barbarian'
- history and gender
- history, ethnography and imperialism
- Herodotus and the intellectual history of his times
- Herodotean narrative and story-telling

Semester 1

Course code: GREE10025

Course organiser: Dr Richard 
Rawles

Subject Group: Greek

Pre-requisites:

Students MUST have passed 
‘Greek 2A’ (GREE08007) OR 
‘Greek 2a Ex-Beginners’ 
(GREE08009), AND ‘’Greek 
2B’ (REE08008).
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Greek Language A

Summary: The course further develops the skills that students will normally have acquired by taking the Greek
Sub-Honours courses over two years. It aims to develop advanced language skills through regular unseen
translation from Greek into English and through other forms of linguistic study.

Course description: The course aims to develop advanced language skills through regular unseen translation
from Greek into English and through other forms of linguistic study, such as translation from English to Greek
(prose composition) and Greek textual criticism.

Full Year

Course code: GREE10009

Course organiser: Dr Richard 
Rawles/Dr Calum Maciver

Subject Group: Greek

Pre-requisites:

Students MUST have passed 
‘Greek 2A’ (GREE08007) OR 
‘Greek 2a Ex-Beginners’ 
(GREE08009), AND ‘’Greek 
2B’ (REE08008).

Pre-requisites:

Students MUST have passed 

‘Greek 2A’ (GREE08007) OR 

‘Greek 2a Ex-Beginners’ 

(GREE08009), AND ‘’Greek 2B’ 

(REE08008).

Prohibited combination:

Students MUST NOT also be 

taking ‘Greek Language A’ 

(GREE10009).

Greek Language B

Summary: The course further develops the skills that students will normally have acquired by taking the Greek

Sub-Honours courses over two years. It aims to develop advanced language skills through regular unseen

translation from Greek into English and through other forms of linguistic study.

Course description: The course aims to develop advanced language skills through regular unseen translation

from Greek into English and through other forms of linguistic study, such as translation from English to Greek

(prose composition) and Greek textual criticism.

Full Year

Course code: GREE10010

Course organiser: Dr Richard 
Rawles/Dr Calum Maciver

Subject Group: Greek

NB: The course is only for students in their fourth 
(Senior Honours) year who did not take Greek 
Language A in their third year (usually because 
they were on a study abroad year). You can 
exceptionally seek exemption from doing this 
course from the Head of Classics if you can show 
you studied equivalent courses in your year 
abroad.  
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The Catilinarian Conspiracy

Summary: This course will provide an opportunity to study in detail one of the best-documented episodes of
ancient history, the Catilinarian conspiracy of 63-62 BC, within its historical (political and social) context. The
course will also involve literary study of the principal sources.

Course description: The Catilinarian conspiracy was the attempted seizure of power at Rome by the disaffected
aristocrat Catiline; it was suppressed by the consul Cicero, who controversially executed five of the ringleaders.
The sources (to be read partly in Latin and partly in English translation) consist of Cicero's speeches to the
senate and people during the crisis, his later defence of an alleged conspirator P. Sulla, and the historian
Sallust's account of the conspiracy written twenty years afterwards. In addition to supplying historical
information, these sources also represent the best and most exciting oratory and historiography of the late
republic. The course will be particularly valuable in enabling Latin students who may previously have studied
little or no Roman history to become expert in a tightly defined historical period (the mid-60s BC) through close
study of the literary sources.

Semester 1

Course code: LATI10027

Course organiser: Dr Dominic 
Berry

Subject Groups: Latin

Pre-requisites:

Students MUST have passed 
EITHER ‘Latin 2A’ 
(LATI08011) OR Latin 2a: Ex-
Beginners’ (LATI08013), AND 
‘Latin 2B’ (LATI08012).

Prohibited combination:

Students MUST NOT also be 
taking ‘Cicero and Catiline’ 
(ANHI10094).

Latin Epic

Summary: This course examines Latin epic, particularly Vergil's Aeneid, with attention paid to the poetic strategies
of the Latin text, its intertextual heritage and philosophical imprint. A wide range of Augustan, political and
cultural concerns are studied in addition to the literary aspects.

Course description: This course will consider the greatest genre of classical Latin poetry, Epic. After an
introduction to the roots of Roman epic, the focus will be on Vergil's Aeneid, the most famous poem from Roman
antiquity and a cornerstone of European literary culture. Classes will be a combination of lectures and seminars.
A considerable portion of epic poetry will be read in the original, with a focus on the Aeneid and on the relation
between politics and poetry. The course will examine the intertextual heritage of the Aeneid, its political and
cultural context as portrayed within the poem, its thematic and ideological aims, and above all its literary and
poetological artistry. The course will delve through a variety of ground-breaking scholarship on the poem, and
students will engage with at times fractious schools of thought on important interpretative issues. In addition to
the Aeneid, due attention will be given to the tradition in which Vergil was writing (Ennius especially) and to his
successors (especially Lucas, Silius Italicus, and Claudian).

Semester 2

Course code: LAT!10002

Course organiser: Dr Aaron 
Peltarri

Subject Group: Latin 

Pre-requisites:

Students MUST have passed 
EITHER ‘Latin 2A’ 
(LATI08011) OR ‘Latin 2a Ex-
Beginners’ (LATI08013), 
AND ‘Latin 2B’ (LATI08012).
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Latin Satire

Summary: Satire is an entertaining, provocative, and powerful literary genre that the Romans claimed as their own
invention. This course will focus (in translation) on the satirists of the late Republic and early Empire, including
Lucilius, Horace, Persius, Seneca the Younger, and Juvenal; modern descendants will also feature. Alongside
questions of genre and literary technique, attention will be given to historical and sociopolitical contexts: satiric
themes include society, morality, class, politics, authority, freedom of speech, patronage, literature, food, sex,
and obscenity.

Course description: The satiric authors studied in this course will typically include Horace, Persius, Seneca and
Juvenal. The teaching programme is broadly divided into two phases: the first will introduce the satirists in
chronological order, examining in each case what and when they wrote, and looking at what the satirists
themselves say about their genre; the second part of the course will focus on a number of themes common to
each of the satirists. Within this structure, lectures and workshops will aim to understand satire as a genre and
to practice certain critical methodologies of use in its study, with close analysis of selected texts and tutorial-
style discussion of wider themes and contexts.

Semester 1

Course code: LATI1004

Course organiser: Dr Donncha 
O’Rourke

Subject Group: Latin 

Pre-requisites:

Students MUST have passed 
EITHER ‘Latin 2A’ 
(LATI08011) OR ‘Latin 2a Ex-
Beginners’ (LATI08013), 
AND ‘Latin 2B’ (LATI08012).

Prohibited combination:

Students MUST NOT also be 
taking ‘Roman Satire’ 
(CLT10020).

Women Writers of Latin

Summary: This course will explore the works of three different extraordinary women writers of Latin from the
Middle Ages: a tenth-century abbess named Hrotswitha who wrote comedies, a woman scholar and abbess of
the twelfth century named Heloise, who conducted a passionate and profound correspondence with the
philosopher Peter Abelard, and a Rhineland mystic - famous in her own day and for centuries to come -
Hildegard of Bingen, who recorded her visions in a lucid and unforgettably distinctive Latin style.

Course description: This course will both function as a general introduction to the flourishing of Latin literature 
during the High Middle Ages, during the periods called the Ottonian and Twelfth-Century Renaissances, and as 
a particular introduction to the works of three extraordinary women authors, Hrotswitha, Heloise and Hildegard. 
Works read will include the comedies of Hrotswitha, the letters between the philosopher Peter Abelard and his 
erstwhile student Heloise, and the Scivias, or visions, of Hildegard of Bingen.
Students will learn about the differences between classical and medieval Latin, explore three very different 
genres - comedy, epistolography, and mystagogy, and discover the role of women in the literary culture of the 
Middle Ages.

Semester 2

Course code: LATI10045

Course organiser: Dr Justin 
Stover

Subject Group: Latin 

Pre-requisites:

Students MUST have passed 
EITHER ‘Latin 2A’ 
(LATI08011) OR ‘Latin 2a Ex-
Beginners’ (LATI08013), 
AND ‘Latin 2B’ (LATI08012).
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Latin Language A

Summary: The course further develops the skills that students will normally have acquired by taking the Latin Sub-
Honours courses over two years. It aims to develop advanced language skills through regular unseen
translation from Latin into English and through other forms of linguistic study.

Course description: The course aims to develop advanced language skills through regular unseen translation
from Latin into English and through other forms of linguistic study, such as translation from English to Latin
(prose composition) and Latin textual criticism.

Full year

Course code: LAT!10011

Course organiser: Dr Dominic 
Berry/Dr Justin Stover

Subject Group: Latin 

Pre-requisites:

Students MUST have passed 
EITHER ‘Latin 2A’ 
(LATI08011) OR ‘Latin 2a Ex-
Beginners’ (LATI08013), 
AND ‘Latin 2B’ (LATI08012).

Prohibited combination:

Students MUST NOT also be 
taking ‘Latin Language A’ 
(LATI10011).

Latin Language B

Summary: The course further develops the skills that students will normally have acquired by taking the Latin Sub-
Honours courses over two years. It aims to develop advanced language skills through regular unseen
translation from Latin into English and through other forms of linguistic study.

Course description: The course aims to develop advanced language skills through regular unseen translation
from Latin into English and through other forms of linguistic study, such as translation from English to Latin
(prose composition) and Latin textual criticism.

Full year

Course code: LAT!10012

Course organiser: Dr Dominic 
Berry/Dr Justin Stover

Subject Group: Latin 

Pre-requisites:

Students MUST have passed 
EITHER ‘Latin 2A’ 
(LATI08011) OR ‘Latin 2a Ex-
Beginners’ (LATI08013), 
AND ‘Latin 2B’ (LATI08012).

NB: The course is only for students in their fourth 
(Senior Honours) year who did not take Latin 
Language A in their third year (usually because 
they were on a study abroad year). You can 
exceptionally seek exemption from doing this 
course from the Head of Classics if you can show 
you studied equivalent courses in your year 
abroad.  
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Other language courses available for Honours students

Greek 1Ha  (GREE10017; Dr Richard Rawles) 

This Honours course introduces absolute beginners to the morphology and syntax of classical Greek.

Greek 2Ha (GREE10027; Dr Calum Maciver)

This course is intended to enable those who have taken Greek 1Ha and 1Hb to advance their knowledge of the language, and also so that those 
who have taken Greek 1A and 1B in their second year are not prevented from studying the language at Honours level. The course will include 
reading and language classes and linguistically based tutorials on subjects including prose composition; students will have further tutorials 
relating to the subjects of their terminal essays.

Latin 1Ha (LATI10017; Dr Justin Stover)

This Honours course introduces absolute beginners to the morphology and syntax of classical Latin.

Latin 2Ha (LATI10030; Dr Donncha O’Rourke)

This course is intended to enable those who have taken Latin 1Ha and 1Hb to advance their knowledge of the language, and also so that those 
who have taken Latin 1A and 1B in their second year are not prevented from studying the language at Honours level. The course will include 
reading and language classes and linguistically based tutorials on subjects including prose composition; students will have further tutorials 
relating to the subjects of their terminal essays

NB these can count as Ancient History, Classical Archaeology or
Classical Literature in Translation

Other language courses available for Honours students (cont.)

Greek 1Hb  (GREE10018; Dr Richard Rawles)

This Honours course develops near-beginners' knowledge of the morphology and syntax of Classical Greek and their skill in reading original Greek 
texts.

Greek 2Hb (GREE10028; Dr Simon Trepanier)

This course is intended to enable those who have taken Greek 1Ha and 1Hb to advance their knowledge of the language, and also so that those 
who have taken Greek 1A and 1B in their second year are not prevented from studying the language at Honours level.  The course will include 
reading and language classes and linguistically based tutorials on subjects including prose composition; students will have further tutorials 
relating to the subjects of their terminal essays.

Latin 1Hb (LATI10018; Dr Justin Stover)

This Honours course develops near beginners' knowledge of the morphology and syntax of classical Latin, their skill in reading original Latin texts, 
and their understanding of the common Latin roots of the Romance languages.

Latin 2Hb  (LATI10031; Dr Calum Maciver)

This course is intended to enable those who have taken Latin 1Ha and 1Hb to advance their knowledge of the language, and also so that those 
who have taken Latin 1A and 1B in their second year are not prevented from studying the language at Honours level.   The course will include 
reading and language classes and linguistically based tutorials on subjects including prose composition; students will have further tutorials 
relating to the subjects of their terminal essays.

NB these can count as Ancient History, Classical Archaeology 
or Classical Literature in Translation
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Other requirements:

A background in first-year 
economics or British economic 
and environmental history is 
helpful to students taking this 
course.

The Archaeology and History of Egypt: the Early Dynastic until the end of the Middle Kingdom (c. 3100-1650 BC) (ARCA10088) Dr Jo
Rowland . Semester 1)

Summary: This course introduces students to the study of the archaeology and history of ancient Egypt from the start of the 1st Dynasty at c.
3000 BC, and through the two Pyramid Ages of the Old and Middle Kingdoms, ending at c. 1650 BC. The course will focus on providing a
basic solid grounding on the chronology, geography, society and political organisation of Egypt during this period. It will furthermore look to
aspects of religion, daily life, and provide some insights into art and literature, particularly pertinent for the Middle Kingdom, the classic period
of Egyptian literature.
Pre-requisites: Archaeology 2A and 2B, or Honours entry to degrees in Classics, or equivalent.
The Archaeology and History of Egypt: the Second Intermediate Period until the end of the Late Period (1650-332 BC) (ARCA10085).
Dr Jo Rowland . Semester 2)

Summary: This course will introduce students to the archaeology and history of ancient Egypt from the period of Asiatic prominence in Egypt,
until the end of the Second Persian Period. It encompasses a time of huge variation, which includes a key period of Egyptian foreign expansion
during the New Kingdom, but is bounded on both sides by periods of great foreign presence and impact on the country's rule. It will include up
to date and ongoing research into key issues relevant to study of this period, as well as providing a good grounding in aspects of daily life for
commoners as well as the elite and royalty. Textual sources in translation will be consulted to provide insights into the economy and
administration of the New Kingdom, given the rich corpus for this period, and aspects of legitimisation will be approached through the study of
archaism in statuary and representational art both in the context of Egyptian and foreign rule within Egypt.
Pre-requisites: Archaeology 2A and 2B, or Honours entry to degrees in Classics, or equivalent.

Ancient Egyptian Hieroglyphs: The Basics and Beyond(ARCA10091. Dr Jo Rowland. Semester1)
Summary: This course introduces students to the ancient Egyptian hieroglyphic script, focusing on Middle Egyptian which was in use from c.
2000 BCE until the end of Egyptian history. It assumes no prior knowledge and begins with the basics of sign function and word formation. By
the end of the course, students will be able to read a variety of funerary inscriptions and have a firm grounding in their cultural context. There
will be a special focus on hieroglyphic inscriptions in Scottish Museum collections.

Archaeology courses that may be taken in place of Classical 
Art/Archaeology course (subject to availability):

Other requirements:

A background in first-year 

economics or British economic 

and environmental history is 

helpful to students taking this 

course.

Byzantine Archaeology: The archaeology of the Byzantine empire and its neighbours AD 500-850. (ARCA10055) Prof. Jim Crow Semester

2)

Summary: This course aims to understand the end of the Classical world and the emergence of new and diverse material cultures, institutions

and ideologies in the Byzantine empire and its neighbours including modern Turkey, Greece, the Black Sea and south Italy. Established

patterns of urbanism declined and the early medieval period saw a radical realignment in the economic, social and political structures of

Europe, the Mediterranean and western Asia. From the late sixth century the empire faced new challenges including invasions by the Slavs,

Bulgars and other barbarians in the Balkans and Greece. We will begin by considering Justinian's empire and in particular by reviewing the

recent debate on the end of urbanism in late antiquity as well as the contribution of environmental and climate studies as a key for

understanding many of these transitions. We will consider the impact that the Arab invasions had on the Byzantine world by land and sea; in

particular, on urbanism, religious art and architecture and on trade in the eastern Mediterranean provinces. The course requires students to

engage with both written and material evidence, including the study of monumental architecture, maritime archaeology, pottery and coins.

Pre-requisites: Archaeology 2A and 2B, or Honours entry to degrees in Classics, or equivalent.

The Hittites: The Archaeology of an Ancient Near Eastern Civilisation (ARCA10063. Dr Ulf-Dietrich Schoop. Semester 2)

Summary: The course examines the development of Hittite civilisation in central Anatolia from a formative stage in the early second

millennium BC, through the emergence of urban centres in the "Assyrian Colonies Period", the unification of the Hittite kingdom, the import of

Mesopotamian concepts of kingship, religion and society, peaceful and violent interaction with neighbouring people (Mesopotamians,

Egyptians, Black Sea mountain tribes, Western Anatolia and Aegean) to the eventual collapse marking the end of the Late Bronze Age in the

Near East.

Pre-requisites: Archaeology 2A and 2B, or equivalent.

Etruscan Italy 1000–300 BC (ARCA10023. Dr Robert Leighton. Semester 2)

Summary: The course examines the development of Etruscan society in central Italy from a formative stage in the Early Iron Age, through the

growth and consolidation of city states, interaction and trade with neighbouring peoples (e.g. Greeks, Phoenicians and Celts) and subsequent

transformation and decline associated with the expansion of Rome.

Pre-requisites: Archaeology 2A and 2B, or equivalent.

Archaeology courses that may be taken in place of Classical 
Art/Archaeology course (subject to availability) (cont.):
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How students are allocated to oversubscribed Honours courses in Classics 

In most years, a small number of our courses are oversubscribed; this is most often the case with 
Ancient History options. We think that it is important didactically that our classes should not be 
overfull, and so when this happens, the following procedure is adopted: 

1. We check to see that students have the required pre-requisites for the course.  
2. Students going into fourth year who need the course to fulfil their degree programme 

requirements are enrolled in the course. 
3. Students going into fourth year for whom the course relates to their dissertation are enrolled in 

the course. 
4. In allocating to oversubscribed courses we do not normally consider students who submit their 

applications after the deadline, unless they fulfil condition 2 above. 
5. Next, we prioritise students who fulfil recommended pre-requisites, if applicable.  
6. If the course is still oversubscribed, all students (from both third and fourth years) not yet on 

the course are assigned numbers. These are then drawn at random until we have reached the 
maximum number of students in a course. 

NB:  

1. Students who have applied for more than one oversubscribed course are guaranteed a place 
in at least one of them. 

2. We do not keep waiting lists for any oversubscribed courses. 
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IV: COURSE PARTICIPATION and CONTACT    
 

Admittance into the Honours programme is an indication that you are ready to 

work at a much higher level and with a greater degree of independence and 

commitment than at Sub-Honours level.  
 
We expect you to take responsibility for your own learning, including wide reading 
from the course bibliography. Your essays should be researched, reasoned and 
informed pieces of work. Responsibility for your own learning also involves planning 
your study and research; however, course organisers are of course available to 
discuss essay plans and give essay feedback in their office hours and at other times, 
by appointment. 
 
A high level of participation is expected from students at Honours level. Many classes 
are run as seminars or informal lectures and you will be expected to prepare for class 
and answer/ask questions when appropriate. Class numbers are kept as low as 
possible in order to allow for student participation.  
 
Many courses have compulsory attendance in seminars and persistent absence from 
classes without sufficient justification will be reported to your Personal Tutor. 
 
All courses have a Learn site which displays information about the class, including a 
course handbook. You are advised to check this website regularly: failure to see a 
notice will not count as an excuse. 
 
Messages about courses will routinely be circulated to students by e-mail. It is a 
University requirement that students must respond to e-mails sent to their University 
e-mail address, and it will be assumed that every member of the class can be 
contacted at this address (smatriculationnumber@sms.ed.ac.uk) and checks 
incoming mail regularly. 
 
Your Personal Tutor is the first port of call for problems of an academic or pastoral 
nature. Any students who are worried about passing exams, or contemplating a 
degree transfer, or thinking about graduating with an ordinary BA degree,  
or experiencing any ill health or personal problems which affect coursework, should 
contact their Personal Tutor. The Student Support Office also provides advice and 
support on a range of matters, including curricula, registrations, degree transfers, 
special circumstances and ill health, coursework extension requests and many 
administrative procedures.  Email: hca-sso@ed.ac.uk or phone: 0131 651 1800. 
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Attendance requirements, absence and independence 
 
Full details on Attendance and Engagement monitoring; engagement points and Tier 
4 requirements can be found on the School website: https://www.ed.ac.uk/history-
classics-archaeology/information-current-undergraduates/your-studies/your-degree-
programme/attendance-and-engagement  
 
You will also find further details about attendance requirements including who to 
contact if you miss a lecture/tutorial on the course Learn page. 
 
 
Student feedback and representation 
 
Feedback from students is always welcome. You may either contact the course 
organiser personally or speak to the Programme Representative. Student 
representatives in Honours Ancient History, Classical Archaeology, Classical Literature, 
Greek and Latin will be elected at the start of the academic year. They will serve on the 
Staff-Student Liaison Committee and their contact details will be made available on the 
course Learn sites.  
 
At the end of each course, you will be asked for your anonymous comments on an 
electronic course assessment questionnaire. These questionnaires are taken very 
seriously by staff and you are requested to comment as fully as possible: in the past 
student feedback has been very useful and has led to course redesign. 
Normally, you will also have the opportunity to complete mid-semester feedback in 
class, but in the light of circumstances caused by COVID19 this academic year, this 
may not be possible. 
 
 
 
V: SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS  
 

The School is committed to helping you throughout your time here. This page gives 
information on some of the support services available to you as a student: 
https://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-
undergraduates/new-undergraduates/student-support 
 
Information about further support offered by the University as a whole is available 
here: 
https://www.ed.ac.uk/students/new-students/start-university/help 
 
Students with disabilities  
 
We welcome students with disabilities (including those with specific learning 
difficulties such as dyslexia) and are working to make all our courses accessible.   
If you wish to talk to a member of staff about the course requirements and  
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your particular needs, please first contact the School's Student Support Office (Room 
G.08, William Robertson Wing, or 0131 651 1800) who will direct you to the 
appropriate member of academic staff and/or to the University's Disability Office.  
 
Further information is available on the Student Disability Service website: 
https://www.ed.ac.uk/student-disability-service/student-support  
 
 
VI: VISITING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
 

All courses are open to visiting undergraduates. You must complete all the work 
of the class in order to gain full credit. If you are taking courses taught in the second 
semester, you must take the degree examination at the end of the year; if you are 
to be in Edinburgh only in the first semester, you will be required to produce a 
special written assessment at the end of that semester, normally a two-hour exam 
similar to the one you would have sat in the spring diet. Details about this 
assessment will be in individual course handbooks. 
 
We recognise that different countries have different academic environments and 
expectations and you may find yourself unsure about what is expected of you in 
Classics at Edinburgh. Your Personal Tutor should be able to advise you on general 
academic matters but we also strongly encourage you to seek further advice from 
your course organisers.  
 
Visiting international students now have a representative on the Staff-Student Liaison 
Committee, where students can voice concerns and suggestions, and you will 
receive an email about this.  
 
 
 
VII: GOOD ACADEMIC CONDUCT AND ETHICS 
 

Good academic conduct: our expectations about your written work 
Because your written work is a way of conveying your opinions about a particular 
issue to your reader, it is important that you adhere to the following three rules: 

1. Every essay must be written in your own words, with any quotations clearly 
indicated. Your opinions will have been informed by those of other scholars, 
but you should aim to paraphrase your sources rather than repeat them word-
for-word. This shows your readers that you have understood and processed 
everything that you have read.  
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2. Whenever you use something that you have found in someone else’s work, 
you must provide a full reference to the source which you used. Your 
references should be clear and concise, with the full details given in the 
bibliography to allow your readers to identify the source for themselves.  

3. All references should refer accurately and honestly to the specific source 
which you used. Failing to give an accurate and honest account of your 
sources, or failing to provide a reference for information which you have taken 
from elsewhere, are examples of plagiarism. This is a form of dishonesty that 
runs counter to the principles of academic study, and is therefore taken very 
seriously by the University. This is true regardless of whether or not there was 
any deliberate intention to cheat, and may lead to a heavy deduction of marks, 
or result in the essay being given a mark of zero.  

The School has put together a full document which guides you through these 
expectations. It provides examples of correct referencing and accurate citation 
methods for each subject area, as well as advice about avoiding unintentional 
plagiarism through accurate note-taking and citation. You can find this document 
online at: https://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-
undergraduates/your-studies/assessment-and-feedback/academic-conduct.  
 
See also section IX below on Classics Essay Guidelines. 
 
ETHICS POLICY 
 
The School of History, Classics and Archaeology embraces and endorses the 
highest principles in regard to Ethics. Its policy and procedures have been developed 
by the School Ethics Committee, which is linked to the School Research Committee, 
for use by staff and students, so as to ensure that all research carried out in the 
name of the University of Edinburgh and the School is achieved to the highest ethical 
standards.  
 
Further information and the Ethics Questionnaire (Level 1), can be found on the 
School Website:  
http://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/research/ethics-
procedures/procedures 

 

Dissertation students should speak to their supervisors if they think that their 
research requires them to fill out an Ethics form. 
 

VIII: COURSEWORK SUBMISSION 
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It is College policy for coursework submission to be completed online and for 
feedback to be supplied electronically, for all assignments for which it is 
pedagogically appropriate to do so. 
 
Electronic submissions must be made through a Turnitin dropbox on the course site 
in Learn. Turnitin will check your submission for plagiarism and will be used to 
provide feedback and your mark. You will be required to fill in a Declaration of Own 
Work for each assignment. Once this has been filled in properly, a folder containing 
the coursework dropbox will be made available, and you will be able to submit your 
coursework. 
 
Unless your course handbook and/or course Learn site specifies differently, all 
coursework must be submitted as detailed below and the deadline will be 12 noon on 
the due date. Please consult your course Learn site for detailed submission 
instructions. You will also be emailed by your course administrator in advance of the 
submission deadline. 
 

Coursework deadlines 
 

It is essential for fairness that all students hand in their coursework by the same 
deadline. There are penalties for late coursework submission. 

It is your responsibility to check your own deadlines. 

Late Submission of Work  

• Full information on the granting of an extension or the submission of a special 
circumstances form can be found here: 

• https://www.edweb.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/extensions-special-
circumstances 

• NB The procedure for submission of extension requests has changed this year. 
Please ensure you follow the guidance carefully on this website. 

 
Return of Coursework 

You will be notified by email when coursework is ready for collection.  Feedback on 
formative and summative in-course assessed work will usually be provided within 15 
working days of submission, or in time to be of use in subsequent assessments 
within the course, whichever is sooner.   
 
IX: GUIDELINES FOR ESSAYS IN CLASSICS 

 
Students are strongly advised to study the "Guidelines for Essays in Classics", which 
can be found via the link on the student intranet:  
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https://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-
undergraduates/your-studies/assessment-and-feedback/coursework/essay-guidance 
 
 
Part 1 contains guidance on writing and structuring essays, and on the use of primary 
and secondary sources. Part 2 gives rules for the presentation of essays and 
dissertations, and explains how references and bibliographies should be set out.  
Work which does not follow these guidelines will be penalised. Please read the 
guidelines carefully and follow them in all your work in Classics. 
 

Responsibility for your own learning also involves planning your study and 

research; however, course organisers are of course available to discuss essay plans 
and give essay feedback in their office hours and at other times, by appointment. 
 
 

X: DISSERTATIONS  
 
Your dissertation will be the longest piece of work you will submit towards your 
degree assessment. It counts as the equivalent of two courses and has a credit 
weighting of 40 points. The dissertation is an extended essay which investigates 
independently a topic or problem or text. It is not a postgraduate thesis, in which an 
original contribution is required, but it should represent your own investigation of your 
chosen topic, carried out with a critical analysis and reasoned treatment of evidence 
and issues. 
 
For further information on the dissertation you should consult the Dissertation Learn 
website where you will find the Dissertation Handbook. 
 
 

XI: STUDY ABROAD IN YEAR 3 
 
Three categories of students will be studying abroad in their third year.  
 

1. Students who are on the M.A. (Hons) in Modern European Languages and 
Classics degree programme. They normally attend a University in the country 
appropriate to their Modern Language programme under an Erasmus 
exchange scheme and take classical courses of appropriate content and level, 
worth 40 Edinburgh credits = 20 ECTS credits. 

 
2. Students who have been selected by the Department for an ERASMUS place 

at a partner university in Europe, or, exceptionally, who have gained an 
ERASMUS place on an undersubscribed exchange belonging to another 
subject.  
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3. Students who have gained a place on the University of Edinburgh’s 

International exchange scheme (e.g. in USA, Canada or Australia). Such 
places are subject to university-wide competition. 

 
By April of your second year (much earlier in the case of International exchanges) the 
process of selection/nomination will usually have been completed. However, detailed 
arrangements for your courses will remain to be discussed with your Personal Tutor 
and the exchange programmes officer and to be confirmed by the Head of Classics. 
 
Please note the following:- 
 
(a) You will normally be expected to take a full work-load of courses at the host 

university (i.e. the norm for a full-time student at that institution). At universities 
in the E.U. a normal work-load for a full year would be 60 ECTS1 credits (1 
ECTS credit = 2 University of Edinburgh credits). If you are a modern 
language student, the work-load will be adjusted to 40 Edinburgh credits = 20 
ECTS credits to allow for your commitments to your modern language studies. 

(b) The courses must be of appropriate level and content, and should not overlap 
significantly with courses which you intend to take in fourth year, on return to 
Edinburgh.  

(c) You will be expected to remain in regular contact by email with your Edinburgh 
department(s). You will usually find it difficult to finalise all your courses before 
arrival at the host university; in such cases you must consult the exchange 
programmes officer or your Personal Tutor immediately on arrival and have 
your course choices confirmed before you embark on them.  Likewise, 
changes of course should not be made without such prior consultation. Your 
preliminary plans for the fourth year dissertation will also need to be discussed 
as the year progresses. 

(d) All students graduating in 2019 and 2020 except those on the joint degree with 
Modern European Languages bring back credits but not grades from their 
study abroad. Their Honours classification is therefore based on the courses 
taken in fourth year. 

 
For those on the joint degree with MEL two units of assessment from their 
year abroad count towards their final Honours classification. These will 
normally consist of classical courses taken at another European university 
under the ERASMUS exchange scheme and graded there: the department 
strongly recommends this option. Alternatively, if you are not studying Classics 
courses at a University, you will need to complete two long essays in Classics 

                                                
1 European Credit Tranfer Scheme 
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in the course of the year. You are advised to plan this before you leave 
Edinburgh. 

 
 
XII: ASSESSMENT 
 

(i) GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

Most courses are assessed by a combination of continuous assessment and a  
two-hour degree examination. In the light of circumstances connected with COVID19, 
a number of honours courses, exceptionally, will be assessed by coursework only, 
without an end of year examination. Individual course handbooks will give further 
details regarding the ways in which these two elements of assessment are combined. 
 
Examinations 

• All examinations are of two-hour duration. Exceptions to that rule are Greek 
Language (A) and (B) and Latin Language (A) and (B), which are assessed by 
a three-hour examination paper only (there is no continuous assessment in 
these courses). 

• All courses will normally be assessed at the end of the academic year in which 
they are taught, except courses Greek 1Ha and Greek 2Ha and Latin 1Ha and 
Latin 2Ha, which will be assessed at the end of the first semester. 

• Visiting students will be assessed at the end of the academic year unless they 
are only in Edinburgh for Semester 1.  

• Some courses are assessed by continuous assessment alone: see Path, 
DRPS, or Euclid for information. 

 
Continuous assessment 

Full details of what will constitute the element of continuous assessment in each 
course will be given in the course handbook issued at the start of the course. In most 
cases, this will include the submission of essays or other written work, and the 
following procedure must be observed for all written work, which will contribute to the 
final mark for any course. The word ‘essay’ below is to be understood as including 
most other types of assessed coursework (exceptions might include language tutorials 
for Greek and Latin 1Ha, 1Hb, 2Ha, 2Hb). 
 

• All essays will be submitted electronically; exceptions to this rule will be 

noted in course handbooks and on Learn. 

• All essays should be typed in double spacing, with a margin of at least 2.5 cm 
on both right and left sides of the page. 
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• Since all essays are marked anonymously, they should be identified only by 
your examination number (not your matriculation number) on every page. 

• It is essential for fairness that all students hand in their coursework by the 
stated deadlines. Late coursework will only be accepted without penalty if you 
have provided a good reason and have been granted an extension. 

• Any items of coursework which contribute to assessment and which are not 
submitted will be recorded as ‘Absent’.  

• Extensions: https://www.edweb.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/extensions-
special-circumstances 
NB The procedure for submission of extension requests has changed this 
year. Please ensure you follow the guidance carefully on this website. 

• The mark on a returned essay is provisional and is subject to confirmation by 
the Board of Examiners. 

• After your essay has been returned to you, you may make arrangements to 
discuss it with the member(s) of staff who have marked it. 

 
(ii) MARKING SCHEME 
 

All work will be assessed in accordance with the School’s version of the University’s 
Extended Common Marking Scheme. See http://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-
archaeology/information-current-undergraduates/your-studies/assessment-and-
feedback/school-s-regulations/marking-scheme  
 
The grade descriptors for Classics can be found here: 
https://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/information-current-
undergraduates/your-studies/assessment-and-feedback/school-s-regulations/grade-
descriptors 
 
 
 
(iii) RULES for CLASSIFYING HONOURS DEGREES 
 

Classification is on the basis of the mean of marks obtained in qualifying level 10 
courses taken in the Junior and Senior Honours years (a total of 240 credit points).  
Details of assessment regulations are to be found at:  
http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/policies-regulations/regulations/assessment 
 
 
(iv) EXTERNAL EXAMINERS  
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The School appoints External Examiners to ensure high standards are maintained 
across all programmes.  Details of External Examiners are provided for information 
only.  Students MUST NOT make direct contact with External Examiners.  If you 
have queries about the assessment process please contact your Personal Tutor or 
the Lead Administrator (listed at the beginning of this programme handbook). The 
External Examiners for Classics are: 
 

• Dr Elena Theodorakopoulos, Senior Lecturer in Classics, University of 
Birmingham 

• Dr Joseph Skinner, Lecturer in Ancient Greek History, University of Newcastle 
• Prof. Dr. Katharine Lorenz, Professor of Classical Archaeology, Justus-Liebig-

Universität Giessen 
 
External Examiner reports are available to students upon request.  To access these 
reports, please contact: eilein.fraser@ed.ac.uk  
 
 
(v) SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES COMMITTEE  
 

Special circumstances can sometimes affect a student's performance in following a 
course, in producing coursework or in completing examinations. Procedures exist to 
highlight these circumstances and seek consideration of them in evaluations of 
academic performance. 
Information on the University's Special Circumstances procedures, including the 
Special Circumstances Form required, are available on the Academic Services 
website: 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/students/assessment/special-circumstances 
 

If you think you have a case for Special Circumstances, please contact your Personal 
Tutor to discuss it in the first instance. If your tutor is not available please contact the 
School’s Student Support Office. 
 
Special Circumstances forms should be submitted as soon as possible and not more 
than a week after the final assessment for the semester that has been affected.  
 
 
(vi) COMPLAINT PROCEDURE 
 

The complaint procedure is designed to ensure that complaints are properly 
investigated and are given careful and fair consideration. 

The procedure involves up to two stages and adheres, as far as possible, to a 
specified timescale. Anyone wishing to raise a complaint about a matter which is the 
responsibility of the University must do so via this procedure. 
 

Making a Complaint 
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If you are considering making a complaint to the University, you should first: 

• Try to sort out the problem with those who are directly involved. Generally 
complaints are resolved more easily and effectively at an early stage and by 
those who have a direct influence on the situation. We call this "Frontline 
Resolution". 

• Have a look at the information and guidance accessible via the links below 
which explain the complaint procedure. 

• If you are a student, speak to an Adviser at the Edinburgh University Students' 
Association (EUSA) Advice Place. EUSA Advisers have a great deal of 
relevant experience and knowledge of the University procedures.  
http://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/advice/ 

If a complaint cannot be resolved at the "Frontline", please complete the form. Details 
of how to submit a complaint are on the form. 
 
Further information regarding the complaints procedure can be found at: 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/student-academic-services/student-
complaint-procedure  
 
(vii) ACADEMIC APPEALS 
 

The following webpage provides guidance for undergraduate students considering 
making an academic appeal, and is intended to offer information and assistance. It 
should be noted however that the academic appeals process is governed by the 
University’s Assessment Regulations (link from web page below) which anyone 
contemplating an academic appeal should also consult. 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/students/appeals 
 
 

XIII: INSTITUTE FOR ACADEMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 
Provision for undergraduate students 
www.ed.ac.uk/iad/undergraduates 
 
Advice for studying effectively 
 

Resources: LearnBetter (available on the Learn VLE) is there to help all students 
find effective approaches to studying, learning  and doing academic work. Produced 
by Study Development Advisors at the University's Institute for Academic 
Development (IAD), this resource gives advice about many common student 
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questions, covering topics such as academic reading and writing, time management, 
presentations and revision.  

Workshops: the IAD’s Study Development Advisors also run workshops on similar 
topics throughout semesters 1 and 2, which are open to all undergraduates. 

One-to-one advice: it is also possible to request a one-to-one consultation with one 
of the IAD Advisors. 

Find out more: you can find full details of everything IAD Study Development offers 
– and some key information and advice sheets – by going to the Study Development 
web pages: www.ed.ac.uk/iad/undergraduates 
 

 

XIV: CAREERS SERVICE 
 
Whatever your hopes or plans for your future after graduation, the Careers Service 
team are able to support you. The careers information centre has something for 
everyone. There is a wide range of occupational information and resources to help 
you explore different options. What’s involved in the job?  How do you get started?  
What are employers looking for?  Maybe you’re considering working abroad, 
volunteering, further study or taking time out?  You can research all of these options 
there too. 
   
You don’t need to know what you want to do to use the Careers Service though!  They 
are there to support you in the process of figuring out your next steps.   
See www.ed.ac.uk/careers ‘Using the Careers Service’ for more. Lyn Kane is the link 
career adviser for our School.    
 
Looking for work? There is lots of advice and information about this, and how to 
make effective applications on the Careers Service website. MyCareerHub is their 
online employer and vacancy database, and advertises part-time, semester, 
vacation, internship and graduate vacancies, both in the UK and abroad. It also 
advertises volunteering opportunities, and holds a variety of employer information, so 
is an excellent resource and starting point.  
 
The Careers Service also offers sessions covering insights into a variety of sectors 
e.g. International Development, Media and Policy Work … to name but a few, plus 
talks on writing your CV and making applications for example. Find out more about 
what’s going on, plus details of employer presentations and Career Fairs on their 
website: www.ed.ac.uk/careers/talks-events    
 
The Careers Service are based on the third floor of the Main Library Building on 
George Square.  Why not call in and find out more?   
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XV: EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION (EUSA) 
 
 

 
 

The Advice Place 
 
The Advice Place is the free advice and information centre for all students at the 
University of Edinburgh. The service is run by EUSA and offers independent and 
confidential advice. Our professional advisers are available throughout the year, 
including the summer vacation period. 
 
Get in touch with us if you have questions about anything and everything related to 
university life, from finance and funding to accommodation and tenancy rights.   
We also have specialist Academic Advisers, who can offer guidance on issues 
affecting your studies. 
How to contact us: 
 
Drop in to our main office in Potterrow (9:30-5 weekdays, except Wed 10:30-5 and 
Tues, during semester time, when we offer late night opening until 7:00pm), or at 
King’s Buildings House (11:00-2:00 weekdays, semester time only). 
 
Email us: advice@eusa.ed.ac.uk; academic.advice@eusa.ed.ac.uk  
Phone us: 0131 650 9225 /0800 206 2341 
Visit us online: www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/advice 
 
 
 
 
                               Programme Reps               

 
 
Programme Reps are the foundations of student representation. They represent the 
views of their peers on their course or programme depending on their School's 
student representation structure. Programme Reps ensure that academic and 
support staff are continually listening to and engaging with students to improve the 
student experience. Ultimately, Programme Reps will work in partnership with staff to 
improve the student experience for current and future students. 
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Programme Reps are ambassadors who represent all students in their cohort to 
make positive changes to the student learning experience in their courses and/or 
programme. As a Programme Rep, you will gather feedback from peers and discuss 
it with your Course or Programme Organiser directly or in Student-Staff Liaison 
Committees (SSLCs) which are held regularly in your School. Programme Reps can 
also work with their elected School Representatives, Sabbatical Officers, and/or other 
elected Reps to improve student life. 
 
Further information about the programme rep system, including a role description 
and details of training and support offered to programme reps, can be found here: 
https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/representation/yourrepresentatives/programmereps/ 
 
 
 

                               Democracy                
 
The University and the government make decisions which hugely impact on your life 
while you are a student, and it is important that you are represented so that those 
decisions are made in ways that benefit you.  
 
You are automatically a member of Edinburgh University Students’ Association 
(EUSA), and can vote – and stand - in the EUSA elections. EUSA campaigns to 
improve the student experience at the University of Edinburgh, to represent your 
views to the University and to make sure that the voice of University of Edinburgh 
students is heard by the University and the government. 
 
EUSA has three Councils which work to improve your University and make sure you 
are heard: 

• The Academic Council campaigns to improve feedback, ensure you get 
excellent teaching, resources and academic support. 

• The Welfare Council works to improve student welfare, campaigns for better 
support services and on student welfare issues such as mental health and 
exam stress. 

• The External Affairs Council campaigns on student fees, improving student-
community relations and student transport and accommodation – things which 
may be external to the University but which have a huge impact on student life. 

 
Any student can get involved with EUSA.  Come along to any of the Councils and 
help with EUSA’s campaigns – or propose your own campaign!  You can find more 
information at www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/ 
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SHCA Student Research Room:  
 
All students doing degrees in Classics are able to 
use the resources available on the second floor 
mezzanine in the William Robertson Wing, Doorway 
4, Teviot Place.  This is a student-run space; if you 
wish to volunteer, please contact Caroline Stirling 
(Caroline.Stirling@ed.ac.uk) 
 
NB In the light of current restrictions due to social 
distancing, the SRR is not open to students. 
Students will be informed when this situation 
changes. 
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CLASSICS HONOURS COURSES 2019-2020   SEMESTER 1 
 

 9-10 10-11 11-12 12-1 1-2 2-3 3-4 4-5 5-6 
Mon  Poetry and Culture  

 
Roman Satire    Troy After the Fall Running the Roman Empire  

 The Near East from Justinian to the Fall 
of the Umayyads 

Tues Herodotus Poetry and Culture  Latin Language 
A/B 

 Greek Literature of the Roman 
Empire 

Empresses and 
Others  

Latin Satire  

Sparta and Crete   

Weds Herodotus   Greek Lang 
A/B Tutorial 

(odd) 

  

Latin Lang A/B 
Tutorial (even) 

Thurs  Death and Burial  Roman Satire Death and Burial  Greek Lang A/B 
Unseen (even) 

Constantinople  Empresses and 
Others 

 

Latin Satire  

Latin Lang A/B 
Unseen (odd) 

Fri  Greek Language 
A/B 

Childhood and Youth in Ancient Rome  The Catilinarian Conspiracy  
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CLASSICS HONOURS COURSES 2019-2020   SEMESTER 2 
 

 9-10 10-11 11-12 12-1 1-2 2-3 3-4 4-5 5-6 
Mon  Women 

Writers  
 Early Greek 

Philosophy in 
Translation  

  
Ancient History, Modern Politics   

 
Ancient Superpowers 

Tues  Women 
Writers  

The World of St 
Augustine  

Latin Language A/B   
The Jewish Diaspora under the 

Roman Empire  

The Dark side of 
Empire  

 

Early and 
Archaic Greek 

Art & 
Archaeology 

Early Greek 
Philosophy in 
Translation    

Weds   
Latin Epic  

 

Early and 
Archaic Greek 

Art & 
Archaeology  

 Latin Lang A/B 
Tutorials (odd) 

  

Greek Lang A/B 
Tutorials (even) 

 
Thurs   

Latin Epic  
The World of St 

Augustine 
Early Greek 
Philosophy  

Latin Lang A/B 
Tutorials (even) 

Greek Tragedy The Dark Side 
of Empire  

 

After Alexander  Greek Lang A/B 
Tutorials (odd) 

Fri  Greek 
Language A/B 

Mysteria      

 
Beginners’/ 
intermediate 
Language 
Courses 

Semester  1 Greek 1ha – Mon, Tu, Wed, Th 11-12 
Latin 1ha – Mon, Tu, Th, Fri 1-2 
Greek 2ha – Mon, Tu, Th, Fri 11-12 
Latin 2ha – Mon, Tu, Th, Fri 1-2 

Semester 2 Greek 1hb – Mon, Tu, Wed, Th 11-12 
Latin 1hb - Mon, Tu, Th, Fri 1-2 
Greek 2hb – Mon, Tu, Th, Fri 11-12 
Latin 2hb – Mon, Tu, Th, Fri 1-2 

 


