
Brexit planning:  
FAQs for Erasmus+ students and staff 
 

Students (outbound) 
 
I am currently on Erasmus+ exchange/will be going on Erasmus+ exchange in 
the academic session 2019/20. Will I be able to proceed with my placement and 
receive an Erasmus+ grant from the University of Edinburgh? 
 
Students who have already started an Erasmus+ exchange on the day the UK 
leaves the EU will be able to proceed with their exchange and receive Erasmus+ 
funding for the duration of their period abroad, regardless of the outcome of Brexit 
negotiations.  
 
You can find more detailed information about the EU’s Erasmus+ Brexit contingency 
measures on the European Commission’s website. 
 
Students due to start an Erasmus+ exchange in semester 2 of the academic session 
2019/20 will be able to proceed with their exchange and receive Erasmus+ funding 
for the duration of their period abroad, provided the UK continues to participate in 
Erasmus+. 
 
In a no-deal Brexit scenario, and the UK’s subsequent exit from the Erasmus+ 
programme, students starting their exchange in semester 2 of the academic session 
2019/20 will be eligible for funding equivalent to Erasmus+ grants through the UK 
government’s guarantee, provided their host institution agrees to host them out-with 
the Erasmus+ programme. 
 
The University of Edinburgh is working closely with its European partner institutions 
to make sure that student exchanges due to start after the UK leaves the EU can still 
take place regardless of the outcome of Brexit negotiations. 
 
I am currently on exchange in Switzerland/will be going on exchange to 
Switzerland in the academic session 2019/20. Will I be able to proceed with my 
placement and receive a Swiss European Mobility Programme (SEMP) grant 
from my host institution? 
 
Students going on exchange to Switzerland in the academic session 2019/20 will be 
able to proceed with their exchange and receive SEMP funding from their host 
institution for the duration of their period abroad, regardless of the outcome of Brexit 
negotiations.  
 
I am currently on Erasmus+ traineeship/will be going on Erasmus+ traineeship 
in the academic session 2019/20. Will I be able to proceed with my placement 
and receive an Erasmus+ grant? 
 
Students who have already started an Erasmus+ traineeship on the day the UK 
leaves the EU will be able to proceed with their placement and receive Erasmus+ 
funding for the duration of their period abroad, regardless of the outcome of Brexit 
negotiations.  

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/about/brexit_en
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-governments-guarantee-for-eu-funded-programmes-if-theres-no-brexit-deal/the-governments-guarantee-for-eu-funded-programmes-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-governments-guarantee-for-eu-funded-programmes-if-theres-no-brexit-deal/the-governments-guarantee-for-eu-funded-programmes-if-theres-no-brexit-deal


 
You can find more detailed information about the EU’s Erasmus+ Brexit contingency 
measures on the European Commission’s website. 
 
Students due to start an Erasmus+ traineeship in semester 2 of the academic 
session 2019/20 will be able to proceed with their traineeship and receive Erasmus+ 
funding for the duration of their period abroad, provided the UK continues to 
participate in Erasmus+. 
 
In a no-deal Brexit scenario, and the UK’s subsequent exit from the Erasmus+ 
programme, students starting their 2019/20 traineeship after the UK leaves the EU 
will be eligible for funding equivalent to Erasmus+ grants through the UK 
government’s guarantee, provided that their employer agrees to host them out-with 
the Erasmus+ programme and provided that they meet the requirements to work in 
their host country. 
 
I am currently on Erasmus+/Swiss exchange/will be going on Erasmus+/Swiss 
exchange in the academic session 2019/20. Is there anything I need to do to 
make sure I can continue living in my host country after the UK leaves the EU? 
 
There are likely to be changes to your status if you are a UK national living in the 
EU/EEA after the UK leaves the EU. Depending on which host country you live in, 
there may be various steps you need to take to make sure you can continue living 
there after the UK leaves the EU.  
 
Please refer to the UK government’s guidance for UK nationals living in the EU for 
more information about what you need to do. 
 
I am currently on Erasmus+ traineeship/will be going on Erasmus+ traineeship 
in the academic session 2019/20. Is there anything I need to do to make sure I 
can continue living and working in my host country after the UK leaves the 
EU? 
 
There are likely to be changes to your status if you are a UK national living in the 
EU/EEA after the UK leaves the EU. Depending on which host country you live in, 
there may be various steps you need to take to make sure you can continue living 
and working there after the UK leaves the EU.  
 
Please refer to the UK government’s guidance for UK nationals living in the EU for 
more information about what you need to do. 
 
There may also be changes to your right to work in your host country, please refer to 
the above website for more information. 
 
I will be applying for an Erasmus+ exchange in the academic session 2020/21. 
If my application is successful, will I be able to go ahead with my exchange 
and will I receive an Erasmus+ grant? 
 
The UK is currently participating in the Erasmus+ programme and will continue to do 
so until further notice. If the UK leaves the EU with a withdrawal agreement which 

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/about/brexit_en
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-governments-guarantee-for-eu-funded-programmes-if-theres-no-brexit-deal/the-governments-guarantee-for-eu-funded-programmes-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-governments-guarantee-for-eu-funded-programmes-if-theres-no-brexit-deal/the-governments-guarantee-for-eu-funded-programmes-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/brexit?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI9cS9qfbD5AIVwvZRCh30Dgv-EAAYASAAEgL-8fD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.gov.uk/brexit?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI9cS9qfbD5AIVwvZRCh30Dgv-EAAYASAAEgL-8fD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds


includes a transition period, the UK will continue to participate in the Erasmus+ 
programme in the academic session 2020/21, and students can continue to receive 
Erasmus+ funding for their exchange. 
 
If the UK leaves the EU without a deal, this is likely to impact on the availability of 
exchange places at European partner institutions and access to funding for students 
going on European exchange. 
 
The University of Edinburgh is working closely with its European partner institutions 
to make sure that student exchanges can still take place regardless of the outcome 
of Brexit negotiations. However, there may be a reduction in number of available 
places at European partner institutions in a no-deal Brexit scenario. 
 
Students on degree programmes with a mandatory period of study/work abroad in 
Europe (e.g. Modern European Languages, International Business, Law with a 
Language) will be guaranteed funding equivalent to Erasmus+ grants for their 
placement in the academic session 2020/21 through the University of Edinburgh’s 
funding guarantee. 

 
I'm planning to do a traineeship/work placement in Europe in 2020/21. Will I be 
able to go ahead with my placement and will I receive an Erasmus+ grant? 
 
The UK is currently participating in the Erasmus+ programme and will continue to do 
so until further notice. If the UK leaves the EU with a withdrawal agreement which 
includes a transition period, the UK will continue to participate in the Erasmus+ 
programme in the academic session 2020/21, and students can continue to receive 
Erasmus+ funding for their traineeship, provided they meet the eligibility criteria. 
 
If the UK leaves the EU without a deal, this is likely to impact on the availability of 
traineeship/work placement options in Europe and access to funding for students 
undertaking traineeships/work placements in Europe. 
 
Students on degree programmes with a mandatory period of study/work abroad in 
Europe (e.g. Modern European Languages, International Business, Law with a 
Language) will be guaranteed funding equivalent to Erasmus+ grants for their 
placement in the academic session 2020/21 through the University of Edinburgh’s 
funding guarantee. 

 
  

https://www.ed.ac.uk/global/go-abroad/work-abroad/what-can-i-do


Students (inbound) 
 
I am currently studying/undertaking research at the University of Edinburgh 
through the Erasmus+ programme. Will I be able to proceed with my 
placement? 

 
Students who have already started an Erasmus+ exchange on the day the UK 
leaves the EU will be able to proceed with their exchange and receive Erasmus+ 
funding for the duration of their period abroad, regardless of the outcome of Brexit 
negotiations.  
 
You can find more detailed information about the EU’s Erasmus+ Brexit contingency 
measures on the European Commission’s webpages. 
 
The University of Edinburgh encourages Erasmus+ partner institutions to continue 
nominating students as per our current Erasmus+ agreements and students planning 
to study at the University of Edinburgh through the Erasmus+ programme in 
semester 2 of the academic session 2019/20 should continue planning and 
preparing for their exchange as normal. 
 
The University of Edinburgh is working closely with its European partner institutions 
to make sure that student exchanges can still take place regardless of the outcome 
of Brexit negotiations. 
 
I have been nominated to study/undertake research at the University of 
Edinburgh through the Erasmus+ programme in 2019/20. Will I receive an 
Erasmus+ grant from my home institution? 

 
Students coming to study at the University of Edinburgh through the Erasmus+ 
programme in 2019/20 will continue to be eligible for an Erasmus+ grant for as long 
as the UK participates in the Erasmus+ programme. 
 
If the UK leaves the EU with a withdrawal agreement which includes a transition 
period, the UK will continue to participate fully in the Erasmus+ programme and 
students will continue to be eligible for an Erasmus+ grant throughout the 2020/21 
academic session. 
 
If the UK leaves the EU without an agreement, the EU has put in place regulations 
ensuring that students who are studying/working in Europe through Erasmus+ on the 
day the UK leaves the EU will not see their mobility period interrupted and will 
continue to receive Erasmus+ funding. 
 
The EU contingency measures do not cover students due to start their Erasmus+ 
placement at the University after the UK leaves the EU if there is no deal. Whilst the 
University of Edinburgh is committed to continuing hosting exchange students from 
European partners throughout the 2019/20 academic session, incoming exchange 
students starting their placement after the UK leaves the EU may no longer be able 
to access funding from their home university if there is no deal. 
 

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/about/brexit_en
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/03/19/ensuring-the-continuation-of-erasmus-activities-in-the-event-of-no-deal-brexit-council-approves-contingency-measures/


I am planning to study/do research at the University of Edinburgh through the 
Erasmus+ programme in the academic session 2020/21. Will I be able to 
proceed with my placement and receive Erasmus+ funding from my home 
institution? 
 

The University of Edinburgh is committed to continuing hosting students from our 
European partner institutions, regardless of the outcome of Brexit negotiations. 
 
The UK is currently participating in the Erasmus+ programme and will continue to do 
so until further notice. If the UK leaves the EU with a withdrawal agreement which 
includes a transition period, the UK will continue to participate in the Erasmus+ 
programme in the academic session 2020/21, and students can continue to receive 
Erasmus+ funding for their exchange. 
 
If the UK leaves the EU without a deal, and the UK ceases to participate in 
Erasmus+, the University of Edinburgh will continue to host incoming exchange 
students in the academic session 2020/21 from those European partner institutions 
that have agreed to countersign Erasmus+ replacement agreements with the 
University of Edinburgh. Please check with your home institution if they are happy to 
continue nominating you as an exchange student to the University of Edinburgh 
before applying for exchange.  
 
A no-deal Brexit is likely to impact on access to funding for incoming exchange 
students starting their placement after the UK leaves the EU. Please check with your 
home institution before making any commitments. 
 

I am/will be studying/undertaking research at the University of Edinburgh 
through the Erasmus+ programme in 2019/20. Is there anything I need to do to 
make sure I can continue living in the UK after the UK leaves the EU? 
 
If you are an EU/EEA national living in the UK when the UK leaves the EU, there 
may be changes to your status if there is no deal. 
 
Please refer to the Brexit planning: FAQs for students for more detailed information. 

 
  

https://www.ed.ac.uk/files/atoms/files/brexit_faqs_students_100519.pdf


Staff (outbound) 
 
I'm a University of Edinburgh staff member. I have submitted an application for 
funding for an Erasmus teaching/training mobility in 2019/20 – will I be able to 
go ahead with my visit and receive funding? 

 
Staff planning to undertake a staff teaching/training mobility through the Erasmus+ 
programme in 2019/20 will continue to be eligible for an Erasmus+ grant for as long 
as the UK participates in the Erasmus+ programme. 
 
If the UK leaves the EU with a withdrawal agreement which includes a transition 
period, the UK will continue to participate fully in the Erasmus+ programme and staff 
will continue to be eligible for an Erasmus+ grant until 2020/21.  
 
If the UK leaves the EU without an agreement, the EU has put in place regulations 
ensuring that staff who are undertaking Erasmus+ mobility activities on the day the 
UK leaves the EU will not see their mobility period interrupted and will continue to 
receive Erasmus+ funding. 
 
The UK government has confirmed that in a no deal scenario it will underwrite 
funding for UK participants on Erasmus+ projects approved before the UK’s exit from 
the EU. This would cover staff planning to undertake an Erasmus+ teaching/training 
mobility after the UK leaves the EU. 

 
Staff (inbound) 
 
I will be visiting the University of Edinburgh through the Erasmus+ staff – will I 
be able to go ahead with my visit and receive funding from my home 
institution? 

 
Staff planning to visit the University of Edinburgh through the Erasmus+ programme 
in 2019/20 will continue to be eligible for an Erasmus+ grant for as long as the UK 
participates in the Erasmus+ programme. 
 
If the UK leaves the EU with a withdrawal agreement which includes a transition 
period, the UK will continue to participate fully in the Erasmus+ programme and staff 
will continue to be eligible for an Erasmus+ grant until 2020/21.  
 
If the UK leaves the EU without an agreement, the EU has put in place regulations 
ensuring that staff who are undertaking Erasmus+ mobility activities on the day the 
UK leaves the EU will not see their mobility period interrupted and will continue to 
receive Erasmus+ funding. 
 
If you are planning to visit the University of Edinburgh on a staff teaching/training 
mobility after the UK leaves the EU, a no-deal Brexit scenario is likely to impact on 
your ability to access funding from your home institution. Please check with your 
home institution before making any commitments. 
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https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/03/19/ensuring-the-continuation-of-erasmus-activities-in-the-event-of-no-deal-brexit-council-approves-contingency-measures/
https://www.erasmusplus.org.uk/brexit-update
https://www.erasmusplus.org.uk/brexit-update
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/03/19/ensuring-the-continuation-of-erasmus-activities-in-the-event-of-no-deal-brexit-council-approves-contingency-measures/

