
School of Health in Social Science

Statement on the impact of and mitigation against Covid-19 and industrial action

Introduction

Due to industrial action and Covid-19, semester 2 of this academic year 2019-2020 has been significantly disrupted, both for students and for staff.  The University and the School of Health in Social Science have sought to identify and mitigate disruption to teaching and learning as far as possible while maintaining academic standards and the quality of students’ degrees.  This statement provides a summary of the action taken.
Overview of mitigation action taken by the School

In March, the School undertook a careful review of its own semester 2 courses with outstanding teaching and assessment to determine the nature and level of disruption and to make any necessary changes to course delivery and assessments. 
Teaching moved to online delivery.  Coursework deadlines were moved if necessary.  Examinations were either moved online or changed to assessment by coursework.  The window for completion of online examinations was widened to at least 48 hours to enable all students to participate regardless of time zone.  
Boards of Examiners were fully briefed in June and were able to apply additional measures under the University’s ‘no-detriment’ approach to protect students against disadvantage in course results and in decisions around progression and awards.  
· All assessments that fell on or after 9 March 2020 were assumed to have been impacted by the pandemic and were flagged for special consideration at course and programme levels for all students.  
· Lateness penalties were removed for assessments submitted after 9 March 2020.
· For courses with multiple assessments, the overall course mark was calculated without affected components for those individual students when this resulted in a higher mark and when a reliable course mark could still be achieved that met Learning Outcomes.
· Any failed assessments or non-submissions with deadlines after 9 March were recorded as null sits, not as fails.
· For failed courses that are not required for professional accreditation, credit on aggregate* was applied wherever possible in place of reassessment during the summer.  This included outside courses.

· Where courses must be passed for professional accreditation or for progression, summer assessments will be arranged on a first sit basis.  Wherever possible, these will build on the work the student originally submitted for this course.

· For final year students, disrupted final year courses that had been passed were discounted from award calculations on a case by case basis if to the benefit of individual students.  

For current third year students due to graduate next year, this rule will be applied to affected 2019/20 courses when their awards are calculated.

*2019/20 credit on aggregate for pre-honours students:
The Board of Examiners awarded up to 40 credits on aggregate for failed courses that were not required for professional accreditation to students who had passed 80 credits in 2019/20 and had an average of 40% across all courses unaffected by industrial action or the pandemic.  

*2019/20 credit on aggregate for honours students:

The Board of Examiners awarded up to 60 credits on aggregate for failed courses that were not required for professional accreditation to students who had passed 60 credits in 2019/20 and had an average of 40% across all courses unaffected by industrial action or the pandemic.  

University Regulations and guidance

Taught Assessment Regulations 2019/20
Annex A Guidance for Boards of Examiners for Taught Programmes (Covid-19; industrial action)

Special Circumstances Policy
Summary of mitigation action taken for each semester 2 course owned by the School of Health in Social Science
	Course Name
	Professionalism 1

	Course Code
	NUST08012

	Summary of actions 
By the course team
The examination was moved online and held over 48 hours to enable all students to participate regardless of time zone.

By the Board of Examiners

The examination was held after 9 March so was deemed to have been impacted by the pandemic.  
All lateness penalties were removed.  
As there was a single assessment for this course, no assessments could be disregarded from the course mark calculation.  
The course must be passed to meet professional requirements therefore credit on aggregate could not be applied for this course.  However, fail marks were not recorded for students who either did not sit the examination or who did not pass.  Instead this was recorded as a null sit, allowing students a first attempt at the assessment during the summer.  To minimise the impact of summer assessments, wherever possible, this will build on the work the student originally submitted for this course.  



	Course Name
	Nursing Life Sciences

	Course Code
	NUST08014



	Summary of actions 

By the course team

The examination was moved online and held over 48 hours to enable all students to participate regardless of time zone.

By the Board of Examiners

Two of the three assessments for this course were completed before 9 March, so were deemed not to have been impacted by the pandemic.  No mitigation action was taken in relation to them.
The final examination was held after 9 March.  The overall course mark was calculated without the impacted final examination for those individual students where this resulted in a higher mark.
The course must be passed to meet professional requirements therefore credit on aggregate could not be applied for this course.  However, fail marks were not recorded for students who either did not sit the final examination or who did not pass it.  Instead this was recorded as a null sit, allowing students a first attempt at the assessment during the summer.  To minimise the impact of summer assessments, wherever possible, this will build on the work the student originally submitted for this course.  




	Course Name
	Evidence and Research: Avenues of Inquiry 1

	Course Code
	NUST08013



	Summary of actions 
No changes were made by the course team in anticipation of full mitigation by the Board of Examiners.  

Board of Examiners

The assessment was held after 9 March so was deemed to have been impacted by the pandemic.  

All lateness penalties were removed.  
As there was a single assessment for this course, no assessments could be disregarded from the course mark calculation.  
The course must be passed to meet professional requirements therefore credit on aggregate could not be applied for this course.  However, fail marks were not recorded for students who either did not sit the assessment or who did not pass.  Instead this was recorded as a null sit, allowing students a first attempt at the assessment during the summer.  To minimise the impact of summer assessments, wherever possible, this will build on the work the student originally submitted for this course.  

The course was flagged as having been impacted and this was taken into account when progression decisions were made.   




	Course Name
	Professionalism 2

	Course Code
	NUST08008

	Summary of actions 

By the course team

The examination was moved online and held over 48 hours to enable all students to participate regardless of time zone.

By the Board of Examiners

The assessment was held after 9 March so was deemed to have been impacted by the pandemic.  

All lateness penalties were removed.  
As students were required to sit a single assessment for this course, no assessments could be disregarded from the course mark calculation.   
The course must be passed to meet professional requirements therefore credit on aggregate could not be applied for this course.  However, fail marks were not recorded for students who either did not sit the examination or who did not pass.  Instead this was recorded as a null sit, allowing students a first attempt at the assessment during the summer.  To minimise the impact of summer assessments, wherever possible, this will build on the work the student originally submitted for this course.  




	Course Name
	Nursing Care and Decision Making

	Course Code
	NUST08011



	Summary of actions 

By the course team

The examination was moved online and held over 48 hours to enable all students to participate regardless of time zone.

By the Board of Examiners

The course paper was completed before 9 March, so was deemed not to have been impacted by the pandemic.  No mitigation action was taken in relation to it.
The examination was held after 9 March so was deemed to have been impacted.  The overall course mark was calculated without the impacted examination for those individual students where this resulted in a higher mark.
The course must be passed to meet professional requirements therefore credit on aggregate could not be applied for this course.  However, fail marks were not recorded for students who either did not sit the examination or who did not pass it.  Instead this was recorded as a null sit, allowing students a first attempt at the assessment during the summer.  To minimise the impact of summer assessments, wherever possible, this will build on the work the student originally submitted for this course.  




	Course Name
	Evidence and Research: Approaches to Design and Methods

	Course Code
	NUST08009



	Summary of actions 
By the course team

To minimise clashes with other coursework during the pandemic, a new submission deadline was set for the final assessment, a course paper, allowing all students an additional two weeks.  
By the Board of Examiners

The group presentation was undertaken before 9 March, so was deemed not to have been impacted by the pandemic.  No mitigation action was taken in relation to it.

With its deadline after 9 March, the course paper was deemed to have been impacted.  Lateness penalties were removed.  

The group presentation mark could not be used as the sole basis for the overall course mark as the course paper was essential to meet learning outcomes and assess individual students’ learning. Therefore no assessments could be disregarded from the course mark calculation.  

The course must be passed to meet professional requirements therefore credit on aggregate could not be applied for this course.  However, fail marks were not recorded for students who either did not sit the final assessment or who did not pass it.  Instead this was recorded as a null sit, allowing students a first attempt at the assessment during the summer.  To minimise the impact of summer assessments, wherever possible, this will build on the work the student originally submitted for this course.  


	Course Name
	Management of Transitions - The Care of the Older Person

	Course Code
	NUST10039



	Summary of actions – no mitigation required

Assessment of this course was by a single course paper weighted at 100% of the course mark.  This was submitted prior to 9 March 2020.  It was therefore deemed not to have been impacted by the pandemic.  There was also no impact from the industrial action.

The course must be passed to meet professional requirements therefore credit on aggregate could not be applied for this course.  Reassessment will be arranged as required.


	Course Name
	Professionalism 3 - Professional Judgement and Clinical Decision Making

	Course Code
	NUST10040



	Summary of actions 
No changes were made by the course team in anticipation of full mitigation by the Board of Examiners.  

Board of Examiners

The course paper was deemed to have been impacted by the pandemic with its deadline after 9 March.  All lateness penalties were removed.  
As there was a single assessment for this course, no assessments could be disregarded from the course mark calculation.  
The course must be passed to meet professional requirements therefore credit on aggregate could not be applied for this course.  However, fail marks were not recorded for students who either did not sit the assessment or who did not pass.  Instead this was recorded as a null sit, allowing students a first attempt at the assessment during the summer.  To minimise the impact of summer assessments, wherever possible, this will build on the work the student originally submitted for this course.  

The Board of Examiners will take into account the impact of the pandemic on this course next year.  If passed, the course may be discounted from award calculations on a case by case basis if to the benefit of individual students. 




	Course Name
	Issues and Developments in the Management of Pain

	Course Code
	NUST10008



	Summary of actions 

By the course team

The window for the ‘seen examination’ was extended from 2 weeks to approximately 4 weeks to enable all students to participate regardless of time zone and submitted on line.
By the Board of Examiners

The examination was held after 9 March so was deemed to have been impacted by the pandemic.  

All lateness penalties were removed.  
As there was a single assessment for this course, no assessments could be disregarded from the course mark calculation.  
The impact on the course of the pandemic was taken into account for progression and award decisions.  As the course is not a requirement for professional accreditation, credit on aggregate was applied for students who had failed the course and met the criteria:

2019/20 credit on aggregate criteria for honours years:

The Board of Examiners was permitted to award up to 60 credits on aggregate for failed courses that were not required for professional accreditation to students who had passed 60 credits in 2019/20 and had an average of 40% across all courses unaffected by the pandemic.  

For students who were not eligible for credit on aggregate, fail marks were not recorded for students who either did not sit the examination or who did not pass.  Instead this was recorded as a null sit, allowing those students a first attempt at the assessment during the summer.  To minimise the impact of summer assessments, wherever possible, this will build on the work the student originally submitted for this course.  
On a case by case basis, the course was discounted from award calculations if to the benefit of individual final year students.  For current third year students due to graduate next year, this rule will be applied when their awards are calculated.




	Course Name
	Homeless and Inclusion Health: Global Challenges; Local Perspectives

	Course Code
	NUST10051



	Summary of actions
The course was impacted by industrial action and by the pandemic.  No changes were made by the course team in anticipation of full mitigation by the Board of Examiners.  

Board of Examiners

All lateness penalties were removed.  
As there was a single assessment for this course, no assessments could be disregarded from the course mark calculation.  
The impact on the course of industrial action and the pandemic was taken into account for progression and award decisions.   As the course is not a requirement for professional accreditation, credit on aggregate was applied for students who had failed the course and met the criteria:

2019/20 credit on aggregate criteria for honours years:

The Board of Examiners was permitted to award up to 60 credits on aggregate for failed courses that were not required for professional accreditation to students who had passed 60 credits in 2019/20 and had an average of 40% across all courses unaffected by the pandemic.  

For students who were not eligible for credit on aggregate, fail marks were not recorded for students who either did not sit the assessment or who did not pass.  Instead this was recorded as a null sit, allowing those students a first attempt at the assessment during the summer.  To minimise the impact of summer assessments, wherever possible, this will build on the work the student originally submitted for this course.  
On a case by case basis, the course was discounted from award calculations if to the benefit of individual final year students.  For current third year students due to graduate next year, this rule will be applied when their awards are calculated.




	Course Name
	Professionalism 4

	Course Code
	NUST10042



	Summary of actions 
By the course team

The final assessment was changed from examination to coursework. 

By the Board of Examiners
The first three assessments for this course were completed before 9 March, so were deemed not to have been impacted by the pandemic.  No mitigation action was taken in relation to them.
The final assessment was held after 9 March and was therefore deemed to have been impacted.  Lateness penalties were removed.  The overall course mark was calculated without the impacted final examination for those individual students where this resulted in a higher mark.
The course must be passed to meet professional requirements but was discounted from award calculations on a case by case basis if to the benefit of individual students.



	Course Name
	Dissertation (Bachelor of Nursing with Honours)

	Course Code
	NUST10028



	Summary of actions
The University expected most undergraduate dissertations to have been substantially completed before the widespread impact of Covid-19.  Mitigation was only deemed necessary in cases of significant disruption.  The Board of Examiners therefore took action only for those students who were on placement while working on their dissertations; that is all students on the BN with Honours in Nursing.  No action was taken for dissertations submitted by students on the BA with Honours in Health Studies.

Board of Examiners

For the BN with Honours in Nursing: 

All lateness penalties were removed.  As there was a single assessment for this course, no assessments could be disregarded from the course mark calculation.  On a case by case basis, the course was discounted from award calculations if to the benefit of individual students.  





